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THE AMERICAN PURPLE GALLINULE

A NEW 3BI2D FOR NAMIBIA / 5.7 AFRICA

An adult American Purple Gallinule Porphyrula martinica
(Roberts 208 X) was found at Gobabis (22 18 Bd) on 25 May
1982, Its measurements (mm) were : tarsus 58,53 wing 177;
and culmen 25,6 (te feathers on lores) or 41,2 (to base of
frontal shield). These measurements are typical for a female
but tsoo small for a male of this species (see data in Cramp
i)

& Simmons 197/). The bird was in a very emeaciated conduiticn
and weighed 120 g.

The bird was found by Mr,. J. van der Merwe who first saw

it when it landed in some bushes in his garden at S6 Jumpata
street, A cat began to stalk the bird. In order to save it
Mr., van der Merwe caught the gallinule and placed it in his
poultry run. The bird was easily caught but clawed and bit
its captor. It was found dead in the poultry run the follow~
ing morning. Subsequently it was sent to the Department of
Agriculture and Nature Conservation and then, since it was

a species previously unknown from Namibia / S.W.Africa, it
was passed to the State kuseum. It is now a study skin

(No. WAJ 1)} in the museun collection.

The American Purple alllnhlo is closely related to two
African gallinules - the large Purple Gallinule Porphyrio
perphvrio (» 208) and particularly the smaller Allen's or
Lesser Gallinule Dorphyrula alleni (R 209} -~ botii of which
cccur in Namibia / $8.49, Africa. Both the African gallinules
have red legs and an all red bill, The ‘merican Purple Galli-~
nule can easily be distinguished from them by its yellow
lezs and the yellow tip to its red bill. It should be noted
that the frontal shield of the American Purple Gallinule is
blue (Cramp & Sinmons 1979) and mnot white as stated and
depicted in Roberts Birds of South Africa -(lMcLachlan &
Liversidge 1978).

All three of these gallinules are ommivorous. They feed
primarily on plant food taking the shoots, leaves, flowe

and seeds of aguatic plants, but also feod upon a variety

of animal food iacluding insects; leeches, molluscs etc.
(Cramp & Simnions lQ”O). All three species breed among thick
reeds or 51m¢Larvoget tion fringing bodies of lowland fresh-

water (Ripley 1977),
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The atlas-vroject was {ounued
Ly Jonan Stutterhedm, Johan's oath does not nean the
atlas-project will cease. The atlas is a recistered longterm
project oi thu artment of Lericalture and Nature Conservation
co~operation with the orniti

ologist of the Htate Museun.
Untii such time =258 ano Um,r ornithologist jeoins Heture Conser-
vation the project will be orpanisced by Or. Tony wWilliams of

thie State Muscunw with the help of My, Sen Rickert of Nature Con-
ervatiocn both of whom worked wn ce-—-operation with Dr. 3tutter-

Vie appeal again to :111 tiioso interested in dDirds to help us
with this mammoth project. Ve ecspecially appeal for help from
people living in rurai avess, ond oarticularly we seek the help
of farmers, Theo :?.itl;—lSSlIi{f is simple, 211 you-have to do is tick
the name of the bird on the list wo provide, We Jnl want you
to tick the birds yuxz definitely know, You do not have to worry
about the doubtt: spoecivs, Also please romember that you must
use a different for cach atlas sguare znd {for each calender
month. Anvone in cdoubt about what to do, and especially
people who would like to start atlassing for the firvst time
please don't hesitnate to write for advice vr information to
ither of the two addresses helow. Fle o mark your envelopes
ATLAS since one or otler ol us are of in the field for days
at a2 time and the letter ¢ snswering to

the other co-organiser.,

1 btihoen be passed for

If voun havae wiy doublts about the worth of such an atlas just
look at the bird distribution wmaps in the latest edition of
Roberts., These are gpoarticularly innccurate fov hirds i

SL.W. ;?-\frlc e A% an oxample take the Melba Finch (‘? yherts 830} .
Roberts' map indicates tihint it does not occur south of d
and yet this colourtul sna cosily - risable bird is in fact
gquite cemmwon at least as o south s Hordap.

Don't forget that atlas iz fun!l L oeots vou to wvisdit ‘now
places, =nd look =t Pasiliar places with oo new interest. Tt is
simple and vet covery vocord yvou make is n positive assistance
to sclience, 1 wvo already done so join us today!l Ye
intend to start series of nrticles 1o the "News-
letter?, each
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on How many cards
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e bugging people.
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months po

centres. ~rd of ldentiification
especilally .
chis 1COIISUS ;jus vt oo osiaple list of LLLL
each o cudar mtlos sgunre not forgetting the
House Sparrows (R T8t} sndled-eyod :%uJ buls (2 5k ) . x-algo if you
know anyvone, witl: even only o siieght interest in birds, please
oneourage thew to join us in atlassing. They'll soon learn more

about bLirds and gain sdogitionni interest, Ve also intend to stas
expeditions to infreguently visitod agreans. These will be mainly
long w\)vliend tri ; weeklong trips

in li—wheel-drive vehicles fo tre wmor:s isolated areas,
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Jein us in atlassing and get =n extra depth of interest and
appreciation from your bvirding. It is simple and it 1s re ward-
ing. There arc no age, race, sex or language restrictions and
we can provide the necessary forms and information  in three
languages., GOOD  ATLARSING!

Pleasc contact:

Dir. Tony Williams, State mMuseum Grnithologist,

P,0, Box 1203, WINWDHOEN, Tel. (061—) 34047,

Mr. Ben Riekert, Iepartment of gzriculture and Nature Conservation,
Private Bag ,;06, PINDHORK, Tel. {061~) 32041 ®xt. 38,

Dieses Projekt, die verschiedenen Vogelarten aufl einem Atlas
einzutragen, um somit das Vorkommen goewisser Vogelarten fest--
zuhalten, wurde von Charles Clinning begonnen und von Tr. J.
Stutterheim, der leider verunglickte, weitergefiihrt.

Das Projekt erstreckt sich tiber einen lingeren Zeitraum. Das
Dept. von Naturschutz in Zusammenarbeit mit dem hiesigen Ornitho-
logen des Steoatsmuscums, Dr, Tony Williams, fithren dieses Werk
weiter, '

Wir appellieren an alle um Mitarbeit bei diesem Mammutprojekt

und brauchen besonders die Hilfe der Farmer., Diese Arbeit ist
ganz einfach, Alles was sie tun milssen, sind die Namen der V-
gel auf eine von uns zur Verfiigung gestellte Liste anzukreuzen.
Kreuzen sie nur die VEzpel an, die sie kennen und lassen sie die
Vogel, die sie niclhit identilizieren k¥nnen, bYbeiseite. Doenken sie
aber daran, dass sic cine spGZLQLln Earte flr Jedes .itlasquadrat
und filr jeden Monat nehmen mﬁsva. Jendtigen sie irgendwelche
Informationen oder Ratschliusge, setzen sie sich mit uns in Verbin--
dung, 3Bitte, vermerken sie i Brizfumschlag ,aTLAS", da
wvir oft beide im Veld sind,

Haben sie irgendwelche Zweilel? Schauen sie bitte die Vogelver-—
breitungsmappen der letzten Ausgabe dos [ Hoberts" an,

£y

o

Dicse lMapnen sind bHosond was Slldwe wmbetrifft, sehr unzu-
verlidssig, Tor Robert gid an, doss z.b. der gunbmstrild (R 830)
nicnt slidlich Windhoekss anzutreffen ist. Fr kann aber leicht
bis Hardap nachgewiesen werden

Vergessen sie nicht, dass , atlassing" Spass macht, Sie besuchen
neue Gegenden und sehen alles von einer interessanteren Warte
aus. Es ist einfach nud jedeT Bericht hilft der Wissenschaflt.
Wenn sic noch nicht begonnen haben, dann Leginnen sie heutel
Wir werden vorsuchen, cine Artikelserie der wverschicdenen Vo-
gelarten ihres aAtlasprojektes in den Mitteilungen zu drucken.
/ir werden aucihi Daten, wie viecle und von wem die Daten kommen,
Dekanntgeben, Dieses wird dasa Wiveau der Identifiwmierung ein-
zelner Vopolarton wesaentlich anheben,

Vergessen sie nicnt den einfachen Haussperling, - fHaben sie noch
sonstige Bekannte, bitite ermuiigen sic diese, c¢benfalls an dem
Ablasprojekt teilizunehmen, Yir m¥chten Wochene nd-—“}\pedlul'wn

’
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JHach ich erst =n-

fangs wurde einge-
schrink indreasberg aus,

sich dort oin neucs Jedir und lohnende Heschiftisung in den 3t.
Andrea Crredd 3 Drachiten sie den
gelben mit, ZJuerst
surde er Manier gezlichtet.
Heben den abgerichteten
Gimpoi, Worten hat R, Meto-
dorf im Janhr 18 SR RTINS AT 2 der noch 1000 Lor its in anderen
Gehis
burdg,
ben.,
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