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IMPORTANT PLANT AREAS IN NAMIBIA

How did the concept of important plant areas come about?

The rate at which plant species and habitats are being lost through economic development, urbanisation
and habitat destruction is increasing on a global scale. The Global Strategy for Plant Conservation
(GSPC) under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) has the ultimate objective of halting
this continuing loss of plant diversity. Target 5 of the Strategy is to ensure that, by 2010, at least 50%
of the world’s most important areas for plants are protected. The concept of important plant areas
(IPAs) was first developed in Europe m response to the GSPC, and later adapted to suit other parts
of the world
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Provisional Important Plant Areas (identified on 2 December 2004)
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- Namibia, as identified on 2 December 2004




Where to from here?

In order to ensure that these preliminary IPAs are the most appropriate for Namibia, all
Ty the available data from the National Herbarium Specimen Database, the Tree Atlas Project
B & and the Vegetation Mapping Section at the National Botanical Research Institute (NBRI)
will be combined to constitute a relatively comprehensive set of data. These data are to
be analysed in order to derive a second set of IPAs for Namibia. This second set will
then be compared with the first set of IPAs to obtain a third and final set. The next step
is to prioritise the latter IPAs according to available resources. Following that, the most
important IPAs will be targeted for management and monitoring. It is hoped that, through
efforts such as the Integrated Community-based Ecosystem Management Project, rural
communities will be actively involved in protecting IPAs in their environments.
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