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Southern African Rarities Photographed Recently in 
Namibia

Neil Thomson
P.O. Box 2179, Windhoek

batqs@mweb.com.na
        

A recent perusal of the national rarities section of Trevor Hardaker’s website 
(http://www.zestforbirds.co.za) revealed that a number of southern African 
rarities have been photographed in Namibia in recent months. The table herewith 
is an extract from the website of those birds photographed in Namibia from the 
beginning of January 2007 until the end February 2008. I have copied from the 
website the common names of the species, the locations at which they were 
photographed, the names of the photographers and where possible the dates when 
they were photographed. The dates are not always posted especially where there 
have been a number of sightings. It should be noted that the photographs have 
been posted on the website without verification by rarities committees and that 
the names are those of the photographers and not necessarily the names of the 
persons who first saw the birds. It seems from this extract that Mile 4 Saltworks, 
Walvis Bay and Shamvura Camp are something of “hotspots” where southern 
African rarities are concerned with the Mile 4 Saltworks being a particularly 
good site to find common redshank.

I am sure that the photographs posted on this website represent only the tip of 
the iceberg and that there are many more rarities out there. Come on people 
– find them and share them with others.

Species Date Location Photographed by

Souza’s shrike 07/01/2007 Shamvura Camp Tisha Greyling

American golden 
plover 18/01/2007 Mile 4 saltworks 

Swakopmund
Eckart Demasius 

Neil Thomson
Mark Boorman
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Red-necked 
phalarope 22/01/2007 Walvis Bay Carl Beel

Common 
redshank 22/01/2007 Mile 4 saltworks 

Swakopmund Carl Beel

Red-necked 
phalarope 24/01/2007 Mile 4 saltworks 

Swakopmund
Mark Boorman 
Eckart Demasius
Neil Thomson

Elegant tern 28/01/2007 Mile 4 saltworks 
Swakopmund Eckart Demasius

Elegant tern 11/02/2007 Wlotzkasbaken Eckart Demasius

Common black-
headed gull 19/02/2007 Mile 4 saltworks 

Swakopmund Mark Boorman

Pectoral sandpiper 20/02/2007 Swakopmund sewerage 
works

Eckart Demasius 
Neil Thomson
Mark Boorman

Pectoral sandpiper 25/02/2007 Walvis bay Eckart Demasius
Neil Thomson

Lesser black-
backed gull 25/07/2007 Okondeka (Etosha) Philip Coetzee

Common 
redshank 01/09/2007 Mile 4 saltworks 

Swakopmund Neil Thomson

Collared 
flycatcher 29/09/2007 Shamvura Camp Henk Alting

Souza’s shrike 14/10/2007 Shamvura Camp Eckart Demasius

Red-necked 
phalarope 23/10/2007 Walvis Bay Tertius Gouws

Grey phalarope 23/10/2007 Walvis Bay Tertius Gouws
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Souza’s shrike     11/2007 Shamvura Camp Mark Paxton
John van Zyl

American golden 
plover

26/10/2007 Swakopmund sports 
fields

Mark Boorman

Eckart Demasius

European 
turtledove

15/11/2007 Erongo Wilderness 
lodge

Phil Palmer

Eurasian honey 
buzzard

03/12/2007 Daan Viljoen Game 
Reserve

Graham Searll

Common 
redshank

18/12/2007 Mile 4 saltworks 
Swakopmund

Glenice Ebedes

Pectoral sandpiper 07/01/2008 Mile 4 saltworks 
Swakopmund

Eckart Demasius

Common 
redshank

19/01/2008 Mile 4 saltworks 
Swakopmund

Neil Thomson

Grey phalarope 09/02/2008 Walvis Bay Eckart Demasius

Slaty Egret 10/02/2008 Daan Viljoen Game 
Reserve

Leoni Joubert

Red-necked 
phalarope

11/02/2008 Mile 4 saltworks 
Swakopmund

Rudo Lotter

Common 
redshank

11/02/2008 Mile 4 saltworks 
Swakopmund

Rudo Lotter

American golden 
plover

11/02/2008 Mile 4 saltworks 
Swakopmund

Rudo Lotter

Pectoral sandpiper 11/02/2008 Mile 4 saltworks 
Swakopmund

Rudo Lotter


