Rhino Horn Trafficking Mastermind Faces
R10 Million Fine or 36 Years Behind Bars
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After more than a decade winding through the courts,
one of South Africa’s most significant rhino horn
trafficking cases has finally reached a conclusion,
delivering an outcome conservationists have long hoped
to see.

South Africa (22 June 2026) — Few animals capture the heart of South Africa quite like the
rhino. They are symbols of our conservation efforts and the ongoing fight to protect
species that are increasingly under threat. That is why this week’s outcome in one of the
country's longest-running rhino horn trafficking cases feels like an important moment for
the justice system and for everyone who believes our wildlife is worth protecting.

After more than a decade of legal proceedings, the State has finalised its case against
Dawie Groenewald and Tielman Erasmus in the Polokwane High Court. Groenewald,



described by authorities as the mastermind behind a large-scale rhino horn trafficking
enterprise, entered into a plea agreement with the State, bringing a lengthy chapter of
litigation to a close.

According to the National Prosecuting Authority (NPA), Groenewald was sentenced to a
fine of R2 million or four years’ imprisonment on the main charge of managing an
enterprise under the Prevention of Organised Crime Act.

The NPA explained that Groenewald was also handed additional fines and prison
sentences on other convictions.

“The fines add up to more than R10 million and 36 years imprisonment,” the NPA
confirmed.

The authority added that the sentence comes with strict conditions designed to limit
Groenewald’s future involvement in wildlife-related activities.

“The sentences effectively restricted Groenewald for the next five years to act strictly in
accordance with legislation relating to his rhino-related activities and or other
restricted wildlife activities, or face a lengthy prison sentence if he does not comply
with the strict conditions contained in the sentences imposed.”

The case dates back to incidents as far back as 2008. According to the indictment,
Groenewald managed the sourcing of rhino horns through his professional hunting
outfitter business, allegedly obtaining horns from his own rhinos and other private rhino
owners to supply illegal markets in Southeast Asia.

While the allegations were serious, the NPA noted that an important factor in reaching the
plea arrangement was that no rhinos were poached by any of the accused.

“The State agreed to the plea arrangement after considering all options in the interest
of justice. A very important consideration was that no rhinos were poached by any of
the accused.”

That distinction does not diminish the significance of the outcome. South Africa continues
to face immense pressure from wildlife crime, particularly the illegal trade in rhino horn.
Every successful prosecution helps strengthen the systems designed to protect one of the
country’s most iconic species.

The NPA's leadership welcomed the conclusion of the matter.

“The National Director of Public Prosecutions, Adv Andy Mothibi and Director of
Public Prosecutions, Adv Ivy Thenga are satisfied with the outcome of the matter as it
ensures that justice has been served even after decades of long legal sagas.”

The case against Karel Toet, Marisa Toet and Koos Pronk has been postponed until 20
August 2026 while further representations are considered.

For conservationists, wildlife officials and South Africans who care deeply about protecting
the country’s natural heritage, this outcome represents something bigger than a sentence



handed down in court. It shows that complex wildlife crime cases can be pursued to their
conclusion, even when they stretch across years and involve thousands of charges.

Rhinos remain under threat but every successful action against illegal wildlife trade
strengthens the fight to protect them. This week’s ruling sends a clear message that South
Africa remains committed to safeguarding the animals that have become such an
important part of our national story.
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