Mpumalanga Steps Up Rhino Poaching
Crackdown

Mbombela — The Mpumalanga government is stepping up its fight against rhino poaching with
stronger measures and extra support, after the province saw a sharp rise in the number of rhinos
killed last year.

This new push comes as conservationists and local communities grow more worried about the
future of these iconic animals. The increase in poaching has hit hard, especially in areas close to
Kruger National Park, and officials say they are now working harder than ever to protect the
province’s rhinos and the tourism jobs that depend on them.

Sharp Rise in Poaching Numbers

Last year Mpumalanga lost 178 rhinos to poachers — almost double the 92 killed in 2024. The
biggest spike happened inside Kruger National Park, where poaching cases jumped by nearly 100
percent. Rangers and anti-poaching teams have been stretched thin trying to cover the vast bushveld
and stop the illegal hunters who often work at night with sophisticated equipment.

These numbers are more than just statistics. Every rhino lost means less tourism money for local
communities, fewer jobs for guides and lodge staff, and a weaker chance of keeping the species
safe for future generations. Many families in Mpumalanga rely on the wildlife economy, and the
rise in killings has left them feeling anxious about what the future holds.

Minister Pledges Full Support

Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and Environment Willie Aucamp has now pledged his full backing to
turn the situation around. He visited the province recently to meet with local leaders and rangers on
the ground, promising more resources, better coordination between teams and faster action against
poaching syndicates.

The minister described the crackdown as a top priority. He said the government will not stand by
while criminals destroy one of South Africa’s greatest natural treasures. Extra funding for patrols,
new technology like drones and thermal cameras, and closer work with neighbouring provinces are
all part of the plan to make poaching much harder and riskier for those involved.
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Focus on Kruger National Park and Surrounding Areas

Kruger National Park remains the hardest-hit area in Mpumalanga. Its vast size and long borders
make it a target for organised poaching groups who cross from Mozambique and other areas.
Officials say the new measures will include more frequent joint operations with police and the
South African National Defence Force to secure the park’s boundaries.

Local communities living near the park are also being brought into the effort. Many people who
once felt left out of conservation decisions are now being trained as field rangers or community
monitors. This approach helps create jobs while building stronger support for protecting rhinos.
Why the Crackdown Matters for Ordinary South Africans

Rhino poaching is not just an animal rights issue — it affects real people every day. Tourism in
Mpumalanga brings in billions of rands and supports thousands of families. When poaching rises,
visitor numbers can drop, leading to lost income for lodges, restaurants and transport businesses.
At the same time, the violence linked to poaching syndicates sometimes spills over into
communities, putting rangers and residents at risk. By stepping up the crackdown, the province
hopes to protect both the rhinos and the people who live and work around them.

Hope for a Safer Future

The government’s new push is already showing early signs of progress. Some poaching networks
have been disrupted, and arrests have increased in recent months. Conservation groups say the extra
attention and resources are exactly what is needed to give rhinos a fighting chance.

For the rangers who patrol the bush day and night, and for the families who dream of showing their
children wild rhinos one day, this escalation brings real hope. The fight is far from over, but
Mpumalanga is sending a clear message: the province will not give up on its rhinos.

With continued support from national government and local communities, officials believe they can
turn the tide and keep these magnificent animals safe for many years to come. The coming months
will be critical, but the determination shown so far suggests a stronger, more united effort is now
underway to protect one of South Africa’s most precious natural assets.



