
What started as a concerning post on a digital marketplace
ended with three lives saved and a journey back to the wild
where they belong.
 

Free State, South Africa (03 March 2026) – Behind every online advert for a wild tortoise is a
creature stolen from its natural habitat – ripped from the very environment it depends on to survive.
This growing wildlife injustice is one that the Wildlife Crime Information Network tirelessly
fights to curb.

Every day, the team receives reports of tortoises and other wildlife illegally removed from the wild
to be kept as pets. These animals are often deprived of water, food, and freedom, or are exploited
for food and traditional medicine (muti).

Most recently, the team acted on a hotline report from a concerned citizen regarding an online
advert offering three leopard tortoises for sale for R1,500.00. An investigation was launched
immediately.

“These sellers are often difficult to trace, hidden behind fake profiles and vague locations,
but we have learned that persistence pays off. Luckily, we managed to successfully identify
the seller and his address in the Free State,” the organisation shared online.

From there, all the relevant information was forwarded to the Free State Nature Conservation
authorities, who responded to the identified address in Allanridge.

“Upon arrival at the property, officials located the tortoises. After an educational discussion
regarding wildlife legislation and the protected status of tortoises, the individual was issued
a fine of R3,000 for keeping the animals without the required permits.”

The poor animals were removed from the premises and taken to a suitable facility where they could
receive the care and nourishment they urgently needed.

The Wildlife Crime Information Network hopes that this case will serve as another reminder that
the illegal possession and sale of wild tortoises not only violates the law but also causes immense
suffering to animals that belong in the wild – not in backyards, cages, or online marketplaces.

“We urge the public to familiarise themself with the law and understand that all tortoises in
South Africa are protected. Keeping, selling, or transporting indigenous wildlife in South
Africa without the required permits is illegal and punishable by law.”

Related Story

3 Leopard Tortoises Rescued from Illegal
Online Sale

https://www.facebook.com/wildlifecrimenetwork
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=122257744490076420&id=61552292602186&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=kHBREtgSPKE6gayu#


Happy Ending for Layla Who Fought Back After Being Poisoned

How to Help Protect These Vulnerable Animals

The general public is invited to support the organisation’s Every Tortoise Matters initiative, which
strives to change the fate of illegally kept tortoises and safely return them to the wild, making sure
they have a happy ending – “the slow walk to freedom”.

Your support can help facilitate more rescues like this and the fight against the illegal exploitation
of these precious animals.

“We are grateful to everyone who has supported the Every Tortoise Matters initiative until
now and who believed that the key to success lies in the dedication of all people involved in
the protection of South Africa’s natural assets and heritage.”

Donations can be made to the banking details below. For more information, email
info@wcin.org.za. To report wildlife crime, call or WhatsApp the Hotline at 079 643 9556 or email
report@wcin.org.za (all information provided will be treated as confidential).

Banking Details:

Bank: First National Bank
Account name: WCIN NPC
Account no: 63109171958
Account type: Business account
Branch code: 250655

Sources: Wildlife Crime Information Network 

Don’t ever miss the Good Things. Download the Good Things Guy App now on Apple or Google. 

Do you have something to add to this story? Please share it in the comments or follow GoodThingsGuy on Facebook and Twitter to keep up to
date with good news as it happens, or share your good news with us by clicking here or click the link below to listen to the Good Things Guy
Podcast with Brent Lindeque – South Africa’s very own Good Things Guy. He’s on a mission to change what the world pays attention to, and he
truly believes there’s good news around us. In the Good Things Guy podcast, you’ll meet these everyday heroes and hear their incredible stories:

Or catch an episode of Good Things with Brent Lindeque or our Weekly Top 5 below. The videos here are always changing, updated with the
latest episodes from these two shows. Both are part of Good Things TV, created to bring South Africans balance at a time when the news can feel
overwhelmingly negative. Our goal is simple: to remind you that there are still so many good things happening in our country – and to leave you
feeling a little more proudly South African. 
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