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Three suspects nabbed in Related Articles =~
Bloemfontein for trafficking
endangered pangolins

Robin-Lee Francke | Published 2 days ago
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Four wanted criminals killed in
dramatic police shootout in
Inanda

A police shootout in Inanda leaves four
wanted suspects dead, reigniting urgent
discussions about the escalating crime
crisis in KwaZulu-Natal.
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Videos in News

The pangolin that was meant to be sold.
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"At about 7am, Bloemfontein Public Order Policing (POP) members of platoon 12 were
on duty under the command of Sergeant Magano, busy with crime prevention duties
around the vicinity of Mangaung.

"The team then received intelligence-driven information from a member of security
Intelligence together with Destea’s Deputy Director Leepile MacDonald Garekwe,
about information on illegal trading of endangered species (pangolin),” Mpakane
said.
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The pangolin is one of the most trafficked mammalis in the world.

Image: SAPS

Police followed up on the information and found the suspects as they were driving
from the Northern Cape to a well-known shop in Bloemfontein on the N8 national
road to do a transaction with a buyer.

The buyer is a foreign national.
According to police, the buyer allegedly had R750,000 for the deal.

“The suspects arrived at the said location in a White Toyota Quantum Minibus, which
was also confiscated as part of the evidence used in the commission of the crime.
The members tactically accosted the suspects and recovered the endangered
species known as the pangolin unharmed,” Mpakane said.

Pangolins’ meat is used as a delicacy, and their scales, which are falsely believed to
have medicinal properties for purposes of lactation, arthritis, and cancer, among
other things. Pangolins are believed to be the world's most trafficked mammal.

“The three suspects are facing a charge of carrying out a restricted activity without a
permit in terms of Section 57(1) of South Africa’s National Environmental
Management: Biodiversity Act (NEMBA) 10 of 2004, and possession of pangolin
without a permit,” Mpakane said.

robin.francke@iol.co.za
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eToro Just Landed in Singapore and It's Regulated
With social investing, a practice mode, and full MAS oversight, this NASDAQ-listed broker is getting noticed. Discover the broker that’s winning

hearts and minds.
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Secret Functions In Cars No.8 Is In Every Car And Nobody Knows It
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Never Put Eggs In The Refrigerator. Here's Why...
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Always Put a Plastic Bottle on Your Tires when Parked, Here's Why
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Get started today!
Use ForecastEx contracts to trade your view on economic and climate indicators at IBKR!

Interactive Brokers | Sponsored

Trade Smarter with IBKR
IBKR retail clients averaged 19.20% in 2025, beating the S&P 500’s 17.9%.The best-informed investors choose Interactive Brokers.
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Gauteng police arrest female suspect in brutal killing of e-hailing driver

Gauteng police have arrested a female suspect in connection with the brutal murder of Isaac Satlat, a 22-year-old e-hailing driver. Investigations are ongoing, with more
arrests expected as authorities respond to a disturbing video that circulated on social media.
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Woman arrested after shocking video shows murder of e-hailing driver in Pretoria
A woman has been arrested in Pretoria following the shocking murder of an e-hailing driver, with disturbing footage circulating on social media.
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Academia Banks Offer Record Interest Rates [See More]

In a financial landscape that has seen significant shifts throughout 2025, a surprising trend has emerged for savers. While the Federal Reserve and other global central
banks began a series of incremental rate cuts mid-year...
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Is your dog jumping up on you? Here's what it means

5minstory.com | Sponsored

My Husband Called Me Useless At A Company BBQ. Then | Said This To His CEO

Beach Raider | Sponsored

| still get paid R223 per day': Domestic workers in South Africa struggle as minimum wage increase lacks enforcement

South Africa's new minimum wage of R30 per hour offers hope, but domestic workers like *Thandi Yokwe face ongoing struggles with low pay and inadequate
enforcement.
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High Court rules against Gauteng father in bitter custody battle over five-year-old son

The Johannesburg High Court has ruled against a father's urgent application to return his five-year-old son to his former home, prioritising the child's welfare and stability
in the care of his mother amid ongoing investigations.
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