
The horns will be disposed of according to international guidelines. Image: @savetherhino

Singapore intercepts record stash of SA rhino
horns hidden in ‘furniture fittings’
Singaporean authorities have seized a record haul of smuggled rhino horns,
believed to have been poached from white rhinos in South Africa.

By Nick Pawson
19-11-25 10:29
in News

The stash of illicit rhino horns, together with an assortment of other animal parts, was destined
for the south-east Asian country of Laos.

The National Parks Board of Singapore confirmed this week that 35.7kg of rhinoceros horns,
valued at roughly S$1.13 million (just under R15 million), were discovered earlier this month
during routine cargo checks.

The horns were concealed inside four packages falsely declared as furniture fittings.
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The shipment also contained about 150kg of assorted animal parts, including bones, teeth
and claws.

Officials said the horns came from white rhinos in South Africa, while tests to identify the
remaining materials are still underway.

Singapore, which is a signatory to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES), maintains strict laws on the trafficking of protected wildlife.

“Singapore adopts a zero-tolerance stance on the illegal trade of endangered wildlife species,
and their parts and derivatives,” said a joint statement from the National Parks Board and air-
cargo handler SATS.

EMPLOYEE NOTICED A ‘STRONG ODOUR’
The discovery was triggered when a SATS employee noticed a strong odour coming from the
cargo during routine screening. The find prompted further searches of all four packages and
immediate notification of police and wildlife authorities.

Officials say the seized horns will be destroyed in line with international protocols to ensure
they cannot be illegally recycled back into the market.

ADVERTISEMENT

Despite global pressure, demand for rhino horn persists – particularly in parts of Asia where
it is used in traditional medicine or valued as a luxury status symbol.

This ongoing market continues to fuel poaching operations in Africa, threatening already
vulnerable rhino populations.

HARSH PUNISHMENT FOR RHINO HORN SMUGGLING
Singapore’s penalties for wildlife trafficking are among the toughest in the region. Offenders
can be fined up to S$200,000 per specimen (R2.6 million), capped at S$1 million, and jailed
for up to eight years.

Before this seizure, Singapore’s biggest bust occurred in October 2022, when authorities found
34.7kg of rhino horn in baggage at Changi Airport. The accused smuggler was later sentenced
to two years in prison.
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