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A Southern Right Whale at
Marion Island

On September 16, 1974 a whale about 14 metres long was
sighted approximately one kilometre north of the meteorological
station on Marion Island (46°52'S, 37°51’E). The same whale
was then seen on five separate occasions during the next six
days. All sightings were made within three kilometres north and
south of the meteorological station, on the feeward north-east
coast.

The whale appeared to remain offshore for at least seven
days. During this time it travelled slowly up and down the east
coast, usually within 20 metres of the coastal cliffs. On three
Separate vecasions it was seen lying within a metre of the shore.
During these observations it appeared to roll [requently,
sometimes lying upside-down with the foreflippers exposed
above water. On the same spot it sometimes submerged
completely. The water depth at these three different places wag
estimated to be between seven and twelve metres in each case.
The reason for the rolting and tying upside-down is not known,
but when submerged it is possible that the whale was rubbing
itself against the rocky sea bed. No injuries were seen.

Photographs were sent to Dr P. Best, Division of Sea
Fisheries, Cape Town, who identified the whale as Eubalaena
australis, the Southern Right Whale. Antarctic stocks of this
species were so severely exploited during the 19th century that it
is considered rare.!> 2 Schools frequenting the east coast of
Aftica have a slow recovery rate,? The species is also known to
breed off the South African east coast between latitudes 33° and
35°S from May to October.?

The observation of the whale at Marion Island possibly
indicates an unusually early southward spring migration, from
the warming Agulhas and Mocambique currents to the colder
antarctic summer feeding grounds, ‘
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Recent Radiocarbon Dates from
the Brandberg

A series of radiocarbon dates have been obtained from several
sites in the Brandberg, South West Africa. These are listed
together with a comment on the context within which they were
recovered.

Lower Numas Cave

This site was originally excavated by Rudner! who prepared a
subsequent report on dates.? More recent excavations have
revealed a deposit 80 cm deep comtaining a microlithic industry
comprising, inter alia, scgments, convex scrapers and backed
blades. There also oceur beads and pendants made from ostrich
eggshell, bone and slate as well as palettes, worked bone and a
grooved stone. Rudner’s dates? of 2890 + 65 gp and 2950 +65 BP

349

for his 7-em and 15-cm fevels respectively, have been
supplemented by a further date for the 60-cm level,
Pta— 1295 Numas Schiucht NV3/L61 (4180 +608P)

Orabes Upper Shelter
This site is approximately 60 cm deep and contains a
microlithic assemblage simitar to the above (but also containing
significant numbers of ‘double crescents’) together with a few
potsherd fragments. A charcoal sample was obiained from the
20-cm level,
Pta— 1296 Orabes Schiucht 04/L.21 (180 BP)

Orabes Lower Shelter

This very shallow site {(approximately 12 cm deep) contains
an apparent mixed micro/macrolithic assemblage (typological
analysis is still in progress). It contained the burial of an
individnal described as ‘a slender, somewhat undernourished
Khoikhoin (Hottentot) male of moderate stature’.® Potsherd
fragments also occur, A charcoal sample was obtained from the
upper 6 cm level,

Pta—1380 Orabes Schlucht 05/L1 {150+35 BP)

Open Station Settlement Sites
Charcoal samples from two separate sites were recovered
from a hearth within a stone hut circle which, in turn, formed
part of a larger complex of structures. These structures have been
attributed to the Bergdama. 4
Pta—1377 Grosse Dom Schlucht GDS/H4 (360Bp)
Pta—1378 Orabes Schlucht 01/BH (220430 8p)
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