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IT HAS BEEN TEN YEARS since the sudden, 
massive spike in rhino and elephant poaching 
drastically altered the wildlife protection and 
law enforcement landscape in Namibia. Jo 3126 
:: sijopt xfsf sfdpsefe bt qpbdife< jo 3127 uif 
number of elephants recorded as poached spiked at 
212/ Qpbdijoh boe usbgûdljoh pg qbohpmjot bmtp cfhbo up 
ftdbmbuf bmbsnjohmz- bt eje nfbu qpbdijoh/ Npsf sfdfoumz- 
qpbdijoh boe mjwf usbgûdljoh pg joejhfopvt qmbout ibt 
cfdpnf zfu bopuifs tfdups pg nbkps dpodfso/ Uifsf 
bsf joejdbujpot uibu usbgûdljoh pg mjwf sfqujmft jt bmtp 
xjeftqsfbe- cvu sfnbjot nptumz voefufdufe/

The pressure of illicit exploitation on our natural 
resources over the past ten years is unprecedented in 
joefqfoefou Obnjcjb- boe dbo xjuipvu fybhhfsbujpo 
cf dpotjefsfe dsjtjt.mfwfm/  Xf ibwf mptu xfmm pwfs 811 
sijopt pwfs uif qbtu efdbef/ Gps pof pg uif mbtu uxp 
dpvousjft mfgu po Fbsui xjui b obujpobm sijop qpqvmbujpo 
of over 1,000 animals of each African rhino species, this 
nvtu cf dpotjefsfe b dpotfswbujpo dsjtjt í opu pomz gps 
Obnjcjb- cvu gps Bgsjdbo sijopt boe hmpcbm cjpejwfstjuz/

Obnjcjbòt obujpobm fmfqibou qpqvmbujpo jt nvdi 
more secure, having tripled since independence to 
pwfs 35-111 bojnbmt/ Xijmf uif qpbdijoh tqjlf pg 
3127 voepvcufemz ibe bo jnqbdu- fmfqibou qpbdijoh 
jo Obnjcjb ibt cffo dvscfe up mpx mfwfmt/ Mftt uibo 
26 fmfqibout b zfbs bsf lopxo up ibwf cffo mptu up 
qpbdijoh gps uif qbtu tjy zfbst/

Uif jnqbdu pg mptjoh bu mfbtu 761 qbohpmjot pwfs 
the past decade (includes seized scales attributed as 
joejwjevbm bojnbmt* jt nvdi npsf ejgûdvmu up bttftt- bt 
the national distribution and numbers of this secretive 
opduvsobm nbnnbm sfnbjo qppsmz lopxo/ Puifs 
ivnbo.joevdfe jnqbdut tvdi bt fmfdusjd gfodjoh ibwf 
become widespread, and pangolins are likely to be 
voefs tjhojûdbou qsfttvsf jo nboz qbsut pg uifjs sbohf/

Obnjcjbot ibwf opu ublfo uif dsjtjt mjhiumz/ Ofxt 
articles and social media discourse already drew public 
buufoujpo up uif csfxjoh tupsn jo 3125- xifo 61 sijopt 

xfsf sfdpsefe bt qpbdife/  Dpotfswbujpo.psjfoufe djwjm 
tpdjfuz jnnfejbufmz efnboefe bdujpo/ B mbshf qvcmjd 
efnpotusbujpo xbt ifme bmpoh Joefqfoefodf Bwfovf jo 
uif dbqjubm/  Uif potmbvhiu ibe opu dpnf pvu pg uif cmvf/ 
Tpvui Bgsjdb ibe cffo tvggfsjoh nbttjwf mpttft up jut 
mbshf sijop qpqvmbujpot gps pwfs ûwf zfbst/ Sfdphojtjoh 
uif jnnjofou uisfbu- Obnjcjb ibe txjgumz pshbojtfe 
tusbufhjd sijop.tfdvsjuz xpsltipqt bt fbsmz bt 3121-  
but proposed measures had not been implemented 
fggfdujwfmz fopvhi up xbse pgg uif qmvoefs pg 3125í26/

The government responded by creating new 
efqbsunfout- jodmvejoh uif Xjmemjgf Qspufdujpo Tfswjdft 
Ejwjtjpo boe uif Joufmmjhfodf boe Jowftujhbujpo Voju jo 
uif Njojtusz pg Fowjsponfou- Gpsftusz boe Upvsjtn- 
uif Fowjsponfoubm Dsjnft Voju jo uif Pgûdf pg uif 
Qsptfdvups Hfofsbm- boe uif Cmvf Sijop Ubtl Ufbn- 
bo joufsbhfodz dpmmbcpsbujpo cfuxffo uif NFGU boe 
uif Obnjcjbo Qpmjdf Gpsdf- xijdi ibt tjodf hspxo 
up fncsbdf nvdi cspbefs dpmmbcpsbujpo/ Obujpobm 
security forces were deployed to priority areas in an 
bouj.qpbdijoh dbqbdjuz- boe mfhjtmbujpo xbt sfwjtfe up 
fobcmf npsf bqqspqsjbuf qsptfdvujpo boe tfoufodjoh/

Obnjcjbo opo.hpwfsonfou foujujft boe uif 
international community also responded to the 
sijop qpbdijoh dsjtjt xjui efufsnjobujpo/ Xjef.
ranging funding support from international partners 
tjhojûdboumz cpptufe Obnjcjbo hpwfsonfou boe 
community conservation capacities, and continues to 
ep tp/ Tvctuboujbmmz jodsfbtfe bouj.qpbdijoh qbuspmt boe 
public awareness campaigns in community conservation 
bsfbt rvjdlmz cfhbo up mjnju qpbdijoh mpttft ifsf/ 
Qsjwbuf sftfswft bmtp esbtujdbmmz jodsfbtfe uifjs tfdvsjuz 
nfbtvsft jo buufnqut up xbse pgg jodvstjpot/

The measures produced results, evidenced by sharp 
increases in registered cases and arrests, and seizures of 
jmmjdju hppet- ûsfbsnt boe wfijdmft bgufs 3126- bt xfmm bt 
ufnqpsbsz sfevdujpot jo qpbdijoh mpttft/ Bt sfhjtufsfe 
dbtf ovncfst cfhbo up sjtf- fgûdjfou dbtf ûobmjtbujpo 
resulting in appropriate sentences presented a massive 

1.	 INTRODUCTION

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /
 SIKONGO HAIHAMBO
 FYFDVUJWF EJSFDUPS; NJOJTUSZ PG FOWJSPONFOU-  
 GPSFTUSZ BOE UPVSJTN

 / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / MJFVUFOBOU HFOFSBM
 JOSEPH S. SHIKONGO
 JOTQFDUPS HFOFSBM; OBNJCJBO QPMJDF GPSDF
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 / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / 
 Adv. OLYVIA M. IMALWA
 QSPTFDVUPS HFOFSBM í SFQVCMJD PG OBNJCJB

ivsemf/ B kvejdjbm tztufn bmsfbez gbdjoh tztufnjd 
challenges was being overwhelmed by a surging wildlife 
dsjnf tfdups/ Uif Qsptfdvups Hfofsbm sftqpoefe cz 
initiating temporary special courts for wildlife cases in 
xjmemjgf dsjnf iputqput up sfevdf dpvsu.dbtf cbdlmpht/ 
A more permanent intervention to expedite case 
ûobmjtbujpo jt uif efejdbufe Fowjsponfoubm Dsjnft 
Dpvsu- jobvhvsbufe bu Pukjxbspohp jo 3135/

 Bmm pg uijt dpnft bu jodsfejcmf dptu í up joufsobujpobm 
gvoejoh qbsuofst- up uif Obnjcjbo hpwfsonfou- up opo.
hpwfsonfou foujujft í boe up uif qfpqmf pg Obnjcjb/  
The funds that have been directed towards wildlife 
protection and law enforcement over the past ten 
years might instead have been used to further national 
efwfmpqnfou boe qsptqfsjuz/

Xjmemjgf dsjnf jt b ijhimz gbdfufe tqifsf/ Vojogpsnfe 
global consumers from diverse cultures with an appetite 
for natural products continue to drive demand and thus 
illicit exploitation, with little or no understanding of 
qpufoujbm dpotfswbujpo dpotfrvfodft/ Uif bcjmjuz up pggfs 
jmmfhbm qspevdut gps ñmfhjujnbufò tbmf up hmpcbm nbslfut wjb 
uif joufsofu ibt cfdpnf b ivhf gbdups/  

Uif xpsme pg dsjnjobm bdupst jt tjnjmbsmz dpnqmfy/ 
Mjnjufe bddftt up obuvsbm sftpvsdft ps uifjs 
cfofûut dpoujovft up bmjfobuf qbsut pg tpdjfuz- xijmf 
impoverished communities are drawn into illicit 
bdujwjujft up tvswjwf/ Mpx xbhft boe mjnjufe dbqbdjuz 
building in the wildlife protection and law enforcement 
sectors create vulnerabilities to criminal collusion and 
dpssvqujpo/ Ejsfdu dpvoufsdsjnf jojujbujwft dboopu cf 
seen as the sole answer to the illegal wildlife trade, but 
must work in tandem with socioeconomic reform and 
b xjeftqsfbe voefstuboejoh pg fowjsponfoubm uisfbut/ 

Ten years on, it is important to assess what has been 
bdijfwfe- boe xibu dibmmfohft njhiu mjf bifbe/ Uijt 
report remains an annual report, providing statistics 
and context for the past year,  yet also features a special 
focus on impacts and challenges of the past decade, 
xpwfo joup uif sfqpsu dpoufou/ Bmm pg uijt jogpsnbujpo 
must be actively used by all stakeholders to enhance 
xjmemjgf qspufdujpo boe mbx fogpsdfnfou jo Obnjcjb gps 
uif ofyu zfbs- uif ofyu efdbef- boe cfzpoe/  

Obnjcjbòt tusfohui mjft jo qbsuofstijqt/ Xf xpsl 
uphfuifs up bdijfwf sftvmut/ Obnjcjbo Qbsuofstijqt bhbjotu 
Fowjsponfoubm Dsjnf dpoujovf up cf tusfohuifofe- xjui 
three government agencies forming the integrated focal 
qpjout pg xjmemjgf qspufdujpo boe mbx fogpsdfnfou; 
•	 The Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism 

is the custodian of wildlife and other terrestrial 
natural resources, and has wildlife management and 
qspufdujpo bt b dpsf nboebuf/

•	 The Namibian Police Force is mandated with 
maintaining law and order, including laws related to 
wildlife, and the investigation of offences related to 
uiptf mbxt/

•	 The Office of the Prosecutor General is responsible 
for prosecuting suspects in the name of the state 
in criminal proceedings, including those related to 
xjmemjgf dsjnft/

To counter the unprecedented threat of relentless, 
highly organised poaching, the Namibian Defence Force 
continues to play a unique role within its mandate of 
efgfoejoh uif tubuf boe jut sftpvsdft bhbjotu uisfbut/

Puifs hpwfsonfou bhfodjft bsf qmbzjoh bo pohpjoh spmf 
in countering wildlife crime and bringing perpetrators 
up cppl/ Uiftf jodmvef uif Gjobodjbm Joufmmjhfodf Dfousf 
boe uif Obnjcjb Sfwfovf Bhfodz/  Xjmemjgf dsjnft bjn 
to gain illegal income that is laundered into the legal 
fdpopnz í xijdi uif GJD jt bcmf up vodpwfs/  Uispvhi 
Dvtupnt- ObnSB gpsnt uif mbtu )ps ûstu* mjof pg 
efgfodf gps jmmjdju qspevdut mfbwjoh )ps foufsjoh* Obnjcjb/ 
ObnSB bmtp fotvsft uibu evf ubyft bsf qbje/

Ovnfspvt gvoejoh qbsuofst boe puifs opo.
government entities are making vital contributions to 
qspufdujoh Obnjcjbòt obuvsbm sftpvsdft boe tvqqpsujoh 
mbx fogpsdfnfou/  Xijmf joejwjevbmt dboopu cf nfoujpofe 
within the limits of this report, all contributions are 
hsbufgvmmz bdlopxmfehfe/ Uif dvnvmbujwf jnqbdut pg bmm 
uiftf tfdupst boe foujujft bsf fmbcpsbufe po jo uijt sfqpsu/

Public protest in Windhoek in 2014.

Photo courtesy Wildscapes Namibia Research & Enhancement
© 2025
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2.	 WILDLIFE PROTECTION AND LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 MILESTONES 2010–2015–2024   

2010	 ·	 First rhino security meeting held in Namibia in response to escalating rhino poaching in South Africa
2011	 ·	 Rhino Ranger Incentive Programme to appoint & train local rhino rangers initiated in Erongo–Kunene
		  by SRT, IRDNC, NNF & Minnesota Zoo
2012	 ·	 First rhino & elephant poaching cases registered in Namibia in more than a decade; initial disjointed efforts by
		  private sector, NGOs & government
	 ·	 Various civil society initiatives started, some with limited stakeholder engagement & mixed results
2013–15	 ·	 Exploration of technical measures, information networks & innovative actions to counter wildlife crime
		  by MEFT & NGOs with Google funding
2014	 ·	 First large public demonstrations held in Windhoek in response to rhino poaching uncovered in Etosha NP
	

2015	 ·	 99 rhinos recorded as poached in Namibia (50 in 2014)
	 ·	 MEFT urges NGOs & civil society to collaborate to coordinate anti-poaching efforts
2015–17	 ·	 Waterberg Law Enforcement & Training Centre established, with technical support provided
		  through MEFT’s GEF-funded PASS project

2016	 ·	 101 elephants recorded as poached in Namibia (+ older carcasses discovered) 
	 ·	 National security forces Joint Anti-poaching Units deployed in key elephant & rhino ranges
	 ·	 Development of MEFT law enforcement strategy in consultation with NGOs
	 ·	 Cabinet creates National Wildlife Security Committee (9 ministries represented)
	 ·	 National needs assessment identifies gaps & results in funding to support government & NGO activities	
	 ·	 WWF secures INL funding for projects & activities, incl. Combating Wildlife Trafficking in Namibia,
		  & Countering Wildlife Trafficking in Namibia & KAZA; project aims include strengthening investigations
		  & prosecutions, improving forensics capacities & the criminal justice system 
	 ·	 MEFT helicopter purchased through private-sector funding
2016–17	 ·	 Wildlife Protection Services Division & Intelligence & Investigation Unit created within MEFT
2017	 ·	 Combating Wildlife Crime Project initiated with USAID funding via WWF; focus on KAZA & Namibia
	 ·	 Kunene Rhino Pride Campaign initiated in Erongo–Kunene by SRT, IRDNC & Minnesota Zoo to
		  engage with rural communities
	 ·	 WWF, NNF & LAC partner to support investigations & prosecutions with INL-2 funding
	 ·	 National wildlife laws revised to significantly increase penalties for serious wildlife crimes
	 ·	 Pangolin reward scheme initiated by NCE
	 ·	 Establishment of specialised dog unit, MEFT K9 Unit, begins with external funding support
2018	 ·	 Rooikat Trust established to support investigations & prosecutions with Wildcat Foundation funding
	 ·	 Operation Blue Rhino initiated, formal collaboration between NAMPOL–PRD & MET–IIU, endorsed 
		  by NAMPOL IG, with dedicated staff seconded to operations & support from NDF, FIC, NamRA
	 ·	 NNF, SRT, WWF & Rooikat support anti-poaching, investigations & prosecutions with INL-3 funding
	 ·	 Rooikat supports dedicated state prosecutors for wildlife cases with Wildcat Foundation funding
	 ·	 Patrol effort of Erongo–Kunene Rhino Rangers & partners increased to 1,200% of 2012 levels,
		  suppressing poaching losses in community conservation areas to low levels

2019	 ·	 1,105 suspects arrested for wildlife crimes in Namibia
	 ·	 130 poached pangolin seized in Namibia (88 in 2018) 
	 ·	 177 suspects arrested for pangolin crimes in Namibia
	 ·	 265 meat poaching cases registered in Namibia (94 in 2018)
	 ·	 587 suspects arrested for bushmeat crimes in Namibia
	 ·	 129 suspects arrested for elephant crimes in Namibia (13 elephants poached)
	 ·	 82 pre-emptive arrests in rhino cases save numerous rhinos
	 ·	 20 yrs prison term for 4 Chinese for rhino horn trafficking (2014)
	 ·	 Development of the Integrated Wildlife Crime Database of Namibia initiated
	 ·	 Environmental Crimes Unit established within Office of the PG
	 ·	 Internal weekly wildlife crime reports circulated to key stakeholders for every week of 2019
	 ·	 Weekly wildlife crime reports submitted to media outlets from mid-year
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2020	 ·	 COVID-19 declared a pandemic, affects all countries, results in massive loss of human life
	 	 & widespread suffering; national & global security & travel restrictions result in reduced wildlife crime
	 ·	 154 suspects arrested for rhino crimes in Namibia, incl. several high-tier national &
	 	 international kingpins (48 rhinos poached)
	 ·	 COVID-19 Relief Fund with KfW funding on behalf of German Development Cooperation begins via MEFT to
		  lessen pandemic impacts on protected areas & wildlife protection, with support from NGOs & private sector 
	 ·	 Integrated Wildlife Protection Project with KfW funding on behalf of the German Development Cooperation
		  begins via MEFT with WWF guidance, strengthening wildlife protection through support for MEFT–WPSD
	 ·	 First Annual Report on Combatting Wildlife Crime in Namibia (2019) published
	 ·	 Department of Forestry shifted from Ministry of Agriculture to Ministry of Environment
	 ·	 Namibian Pangolin Working Group established to more effectively protect pangolins
	 ·	 Namibia participates in Interpol Operation Thunder 2020, countering wildlife crime across 103 countries

2021	 ·	 42 perpetrators convicted for elephant crimes in Namibia
	 ·	 Revised Strategy on Wildlife Protection & Law Enforcement 2021–2025 launched
	 ·	 Wildlife Crime Working Group established to coordinate & align activities of stakeholders to national strategy
	 ·	 Blue Rhino Task Team strengthens active collaboration with all relevant agencies
	 ·	 Namibia Rapid Reference Guide on Investigation & Prosecution of Wildlife Crime launched with INL funding
	 ·	 Predator Task Team established to more effectively counter crimes related to predators
	 ·	 Integrated Approach to Proactive Management of Human–Wildlife Conflict & Wildlife Crime in Hotspot
		  Landscapes in Namibia project begins, funded by GEF through UNDP Namibia, implemented by MEFT
	 ·	 Increasing transboundary collaboration on law enforcement with neighbouring countries bears fruit
	 ·	 Increasing global collaboration & information exchange strengthens local & international countermeasures
	 ·	 Namibia participates in Interpol Operation Thunder 2021, countering wildlife crime across 118 countries

2022	 ·	 More than 3,000 live succulent plants recorded as poached in Namibia
	 ·	 First special courts dedicated to wildlife cases held in Namibia
	 ·	 248 wildlife court-cases finalised in Namibia
	 ·	 65 perpetrators convicted for pangolin crimes in Namibia
	 ·	 12 yrs prison term for 1 Namibian for ivory trafficking (2019)
	 ·	 9 yrs prison term for 1 Namibian for pangolin trafficking (2020)
	 ·	 First national Basic Ranger Training for 36 MEFT–WPSD rangers
	 ·	 Strengthening of Namibian Police Forensic Science Institute capacities, incl. development of Wood Identification &
		  Screening Centre, with support of USDA Forest Service & INL
	 ·	 First meeting of National Stakeholder Forum on Wildlife Crime & Law Enforcement; over 100 participants
	 ·	 Namibia participates in Interpol Operation Golden Strike, resulting in 32 arrests & various seizures

2023	 ·	 42 suspects arrested for plant crimes in Namibia (1,311 plant products seized)
	 ·	 16 perpetrators convicted for rhino crimes in Namibia
	 ·	 22 yrs prison term for 4 Namibians for rhino crimes (2016)
	 ·	 Countering Wildlife Trafficking in Namibia & Angola Project begins with INL funding via NNF to support
		  broad range of law enforcement activities
	 ·	 Strengthening Partnerships to Combat Wildlife Crime Project begins with Re:wild & EU funding via NNF to
		  support broad range of law enforcement activities
	 ·	 Several projects to support rhino rangers & rhino protection on communal land initiated via NNF, SRT, MEFT
		  & community conservancies, with Rhino Recovery Fund, Wildlife Conservation Network & B2Gold funding	
	 ·	 Agreement reached between OPG, MoJ & Judiciary to develop dedicated Environmental Crimes Court
	 ·	 Plant Task Team established to more effectively counter poaching & trafficking of live plants
	 ·	 Zambezi Anti-poaching Support Team, partnership between MEFT & private sector, established to encourage 
		  reporting of wildlife crimes in Zambezi Region
	 ·	 487 rhinos dehorned, most animals dehorned in a single year in Namibia

2024	 ·	 Environmental Crimes Court inaugurated in Namibia,
	 	 through collaboration between government & local NGOs with funding from INL & Wildcat Foundation
	 ·	 8 perpetrators convicted for plant crimes in Namibia
	 ·	 Namibian Financial Handbook on Money Laundering & Terrorist Financing developed & launched
	 ·	 National Rhino Custodianship Strategy formulated through close collaboration between MEFT & key stakeholders
	 ·	 After 10 years of countercrime, government, NGOs, communities, private sector & international funding
	 	 partners remain committed to fighting wildlife crime in Namibia.
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3.	 WILDLIFE PROTECTION AND LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 THE NUMBERS FOR 2024   

344  wildl i fe  crime cases  registered

	 529  suspects  arrested 

78  arrests  in rhino cases

83
rhinos
poached

X  rhinos saved through 44  pre-emptive arrests
	 in 13  conspiracy-to-poach-rhino cases

244  individuals’ wildlife crime court cases finalised

231  perpetrators convicted

22  elephant cases  f inal ised

26  perpetrators convicted

16  pangolin cases  f inal ised

22  perpetrators convicted

5  plant cases  f inal ised

8  perpetrators convicted

4  rhino cases  f inal ised

7  perpetrators convicted
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51+*

pangolins
poached

64  arrests  in pangolin cases

9
elephants
poached

32  arrests  in elephant cases
	 mostly for traff icking ivory that  originated from outside Namibia

31  elephant tusks seized
	 mostly from elephants  ki l led in other countries

465
	 kobas plants
	 poached
	 of 2 species, Cyphostemma bainesii & Cyphostemma uter

9  arrests  in kobas plant  cases

* 50 pangolins (live animals & skins)
& 312 scales originating from at least

1 additional pangolin were seized 

Note:
•	 Namibia’s rhinos are closely monitored & the 

carcasses of most poached rhinos are discovered, 
although in some cases long after the poaching 
incident; this affects annual totals retroactively.

•	 The carcasses of most poached elephants are also 
discovered, although a higher number may be 
overlooked due to lower monitoring effort.

•	 Numbers of poached pangolins are based purely 
on seizures; it is believed that few pangolins are 
currently smuggled out of the country, yet this can’t 
be verified.

•	 Numbers of poached kobas plants (protected, highly-
localised endemic plant species) are based purely 
on seizures; it is not known how many plants may be 
being smuggled out of the country unnoticed.
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4.	 WILDLIFE PROTECTION AND LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 STATUS SUMMARY FOR 2024   

4.1   The year 2024
‘Wildlife trafficking persists worldwide despite 
two decades of concerted action at international 
and national levels’ í uijt nfttbhf gspn uif VOPED 
Xpsme Xjmemjgf Dsjnf Sfqpsu 31351 bqqmjft up Obnjcjb- 
where some illicit sectors showed a decline during the 
zfbs- xijmf puifst qfstjtufe vobcbufe/  Uif hmpcbm qpmjujdbm 
and economic climate remained volatile during 2024, 
boe Obnjcjb sfhjtufsfe tmpxfs fdpopnjd hspxui uibo 
in 20232/ Tfwfsf espvhiu dsfbufe bdvuf ivnbo ibsetijqt 
and impacted biodiversity3/ Uif Obnjcjbo upvsjtn 
joevtusz dpoujovfe up tusfohuifo qptu.DPWJE- sfhbjojoh 
2019 occupancy levels4, which in turn strengthened 
joufsmjolfe dpotfswbujpo jojujbujwft/ Jo Opwfncfs 3135 
Obnjcjb fmfdufe b ofx qsftjefou í I/F/ Es Ofuvncp 
Oboej.Oebjuxbi jt uif ûstu gfnbmf Qsftjefou pg uif 
Sfqvcmjd- vtifsjoh jo b ofx fsb jo Obnjcjbo hpwfsobodf/ 

4.2   Status of fundamental pillars
XJMEMJGF DPOTFSWBUJPO
Uif fggfdujwfoftt pg Obnjcjbòt dpotfswbujpo tztufnt 
and approaches has long been recognised as an 
international example of sustainable use and protection 
pg cjpejwfstjuz/ Zfu uif jnqbdut pg jmmfhbm bdujwjujft boe 
inappropriate development are eroding many previous 
hbjot- boe bsf fyqptjoh jodsfbtjoh wvmofsbcjmjujft/ Ibcjubu 
fragmentation and destruction are advancing, while 
jmmfhbm fyqmpjubujpo dpoujovft up jnqbdu joejwjevbm tqfdjft/ 
Joopwbujpo boe bebqujwf bdujpo bsf sfrvjsfe up dpvoufs 
sfmfoumftt jnqbdut- tpnf pg xijdi nbz cf jssfwfstjcmf/

XJMEMJGF QSPUFDUJPO
Tfwfsf qpbdijoh jnqbdut po sijopt- qbohpmjot boe 
indigenous/endemic plants, and ongoing challenges 
in other key sectors, are highlighting continued 
wvmofsbcjmjujft jo Obnjcjbòt bcjmjuz up fggfdujwfmz qspufdu 
jut obuvsbm sftpvsdft/ Fggpsut up jnqspwf bxbsfoftt 
of issues amongst key stakeholders, strengthening 
of wildlife protection mechanisms, law enforcement 
and prosecution, and international collaboration in 
countering wildlife crime are achieving only limited 
sftvmut/ Npsf joopwbujwf boe joufhsbufe bqqspbdift bsf 
dmfbsmz offefe up tbgfhvbse Obnjcjbòt obuvsbm sftpvsdft/

XJMEMJGF MBX FOGPSDFNFOU
During 2024 most key wildlife crime indicators again 
tipxfe b tmjhiu espq/ Sfhjtufsfe dbtft dpoujovf b 

tufbez zfbs.po.zfbs sfevdujpo gspn bo pwfsbmm qfbl jo 
312:- epxo Ò25& tjodf 3134 up b upubm pg 455 dbtft/ 
Uif upubm ovncfs pg bssftut espqqfe up 63:- epxo cz 
Ò32& gspn bssftut jo 3134/ Eftqjuf uif sfevdujpot- uif 
cbdlmph pg xjmemjgf dbtft po dpvsu spmmt dpoujovft up hspx í 
pomz 355 joejwjevbmtò dbtft xfsf ûobmjtfe evsjoh 3135/  
Uif jobvhvsbujpo pg b efejdbufe  Fowjsponfoubm Dsjnft 
Court during 2024 is a major milestone in addressing 
uijt dibmmfohf/ Dpncjofe xjui gvsuifs tqfdjbm dpvsut 
dedicated to wildlife cases in key regions, this can 
ibwf uif offefe jnqbdu po qfoejoh dbtft/ Nboz mpdbm- 
national and global trends1 remain deeply concerning 
and require ongoing adaptation and innovative 
dpvoufsnfbtvsft )tff efubjmt uispvhipvu uijt sfqpsu*/

JOUFSTFDUPSBM DPPQFSBUJPO
Dmptf mjbjtpo boe bdujwf dpmmbcpsbujpo cfuxffo NFGU- 
OBNQPM- OEG- GJD- ObnSB- BDD- PQH boe puifs 
hpwfsonfou boe opo.hpwfsonfou foujujft dpoujovf up 
fobcmf jnqpsubou hbjot jo dpvoufsjoh dsjnjobm bdujwjujft/ 
Uif Cmvf Sijop Ubtl Ufbn dpoujovft up sfqsftfou uif 
focal point for law enforcement collaboration countering 
wildlife crimes, while numerous regional initiatives play 
b wjubm spmf/

4.3   Status of key species
FMFQIBOU
Obnjcjbòt obujpobm fmfqibou qpqvmbujpo- ftujnbufe bu 
over 24,000 animals1, remains unaffected by poaching 
jo Obnjcjb/ Zfu uif ezobnjdt boe wvmofsbcjmjujft pg 
Obnjcjbòt gpvs qbsumz joufsmjolfe tvc.qpqvmbujpot 
wbsz/ Fmfqibout jo uif Lbwbohp Fbtu boe [bncf{j 
sfhjpot voefsublf tjhojûdbou tfbtpobm usbotcpvoebsz 
movements and, while they are the most numerous, 
bsf bmtp uif nptu tvtdfqujcmf up qpbdijoh jnqbdut í 
jo ofjhicpvsjoh dpvousjft boe Obnjcjb/  Uif gsbhnfoufe 
qpqvmbujpo pg eftfsu.bebqufe fmfqibout jo uif Fspohpí
Lvofof Dpnnvojuz Dpotfswbujpo Bsfb jt fyqfsjfodjoh 
fyusfnf dbmg npsubmjuz boe pwfsbmm efdmjof/ Qspmpohfe 
espvhiu boe ivnbo.joevdfe joüvfodft nbz cf 
dpousjcvujoh up uijt/ Obujpobm tfdvsjuz gpsdft efqmpzfe 
jo bo bouj.qpbdijoh dbqbdjuz jo fmfqibou sbohft dpoujovf 
to deter poaching, with losses reduced to levels that are 
dvssfoumz dpotjefsfe ofhmjhjcmf/ Sfhvmbs boe bddvsbuf 
monitoring to assess population health is nonetheless 
wjubm/ Bgufs ofbs sfdpse.mfwfm uvtl tfj{vsft evsjoh 3134- 
xjui nptu uvtlt dpoûsnfe bt psjhjobujoh gspn fmfqibout 
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poached in neighbouring countries, seizures in 2024 
espqqfe up uif mpxftu mfwfm tjodf 3127/ Bssftut jo 3134 
nbz ibwf dpousjcvufe up uijt efdmjof/ Ivnboífmfqibou 
dpoüjdut dpoujovf up jnqbdu uif qpqvmbujpo- xjui 
some elephants shot during the year by rural people 
qspufdujoh uifjs mjwfmjippet )tff bmtp qq/ 73í7:*/

SIJOPT
Sijopt xfsf podf bhbjo uif qsjnbsz ubshfu gps qpbdifst 
jo 3135- xjui 94 bojnbmt sfdpsefe bt qpbdife )upubm 
pg cpui tqfdjft*/ Npojupsjoh bdujwjujft evsjoh uif zfbs 
also uncovered a substantial number older, previously 
undetected carcasses, raising the total losses for earlier 
zfbst )tff q/ 53*/ Qpbdijoh tubujtujdt bsf cbtfe po uif 
estimated date of death related to discovered carcasses 
)pomz vqebufe ûhvsft bsf qsftfoufe jo uijt sfqpsu*/  
Despite best efforts to protect rhinos and reduce crime, 
high losses continue to be incurred in national parks, 
dpnnvojuz dpotfswbujpo bsfbt boe qsjwbuf sftfswft/ 
Qpbdijoh ibt uif nptu tfwfsf jnqbdut po tnbmm- jtpmbufe 
sijop tvc.qpqvmbujpot bdsptt uif dpvousz- xjui uif 
tnbmmfs xijuf sijop qpqvmbujpo- sf.ftubcmjtife pwfs uif 
qbtu ibmg.dfouvsz bgufs mpdbm fyujodujpo jo uif 2911t- 
nptu wvmofsbcmf/ Uif obujpobm qpqvmbujpo ovncfst pg 
both species currently appear viable at a combined total 
pg bspvoe 4-711 bojnbmt2, but ongoing poaching pressure 
po gsbhnfoufe tvc.qpqvmbujpot jt ibwjoh jodsfbtjoh 
jnqbdut )tff bmtp qq/ 81í8:*/

QBOHPMJO
Qbohpmjo tfj{vsft espqqfe gspn 84 bojnbmt jo 3134 up 
62 evsjoh 3135 )jodmveft tfj{fe tdbmft buusjcvufe bt 
beejujpobm bojnbmt*/ Tfj{vsft pg mjwf qbohmpmjot espqqfe 
up uif mpxftu mfwfm tjodf 3127 )ûwf mjwf bojnbmt tfj{fe jo 
2024), but it is unclear whether this represents a shift in 
tusbufhjft/ Qbohpmjo qspufdujpo jo uif xjme jt fyusfnfmz 
ejgûdvmu jo Obnjcjb- bt uif obujpobm ejtusjcvujpo- ibcjut 
and human impacts on these small, secretive nocturnal 
nbnnbmt sfnbjo qppsmz lopxo/ Op sfmjbcmf ftujnbuft 
of national population numbers currently exist, and no 
ubshfufe qspufdujpo tusbufhjft ibwf cffo jnqmfnfoufe/ 
Mpdbmjtfe sftfbsdi- dpnnvojuz bxbsfoftt dsfbujpo 
and reactive law enforcement are currently the main 
joufswfoujpot )tff bmtp qq/ 67í72*/

NFBU.QPBDIJOH
During 2024 registered cases of poaching for meat 
)efûofe jo uif ebub pg uijt sfqpsu bt hjsbggf- cvggbmp- 
zebras, antelopes and wild pigs, although other species 
are also poached for meat) continued the steady decline 
sfdpsefe tjodf b 312: qfbl- epxo up 247 dbtft gspn 

376 jo 312:/  Nfbu.sfmbufe dbtft tujmm nbef vq bspvoe 
51& pg bmm sfhjtufsfe xjmemjgf dsjnf dbtft jo 3135/ Ju jt 
cfmjfwfe uibu uijt tfdups jt qspof up tvctuboujbm voefs.
sfqpsujoh- bt nboz dbtft qspwjef jotvgûdjfou fwjefodf 
up jefoujgz tvtqfdut/ Xijmf nptu ijtupsjdbmmz pddvssjoh 
xjmemjgf jo Obnjcjb jt tujmm qsftfou jo ifbmuiz qpqvmbujpot 
in suitable habitat in some parts of the country, human 
joüvfodft jodmvejoh qpbdijoh bsf ibwjoh jodsfbtjoh 
jnqbdut )tff bmtp qq/ 61í66*/

QMBOUT
Mjwf.qmbou usbgûdljoh jt b nbttjwf uisfbu up Obnjcjbo 
tvddvmfout boe qbdizdbvmt/ Mbshf ovncfst pg mjwf qmbout 
were again seized during 2024, although arrests and 
tfj{vsft bsf mpxfs uibo jo 3134/  Ipx nboz dpotjhonfout 
evade detection is unknown, yet preliminary research 
joejdbuft uibu ovncfst bsf tvctuboujbm/ Uif jnqbdut po 
localised endemics are severe, and great effort is being 
nbef up sfqmbou tfj{fe tqfdjnfot jo uif xjme/ Jmmjdju 
exploitation of forest resources for timber, charcoal 
boe ûsfxppe sfnbjot dibmmfohjoh- xjui gbs.sfbdijoh boe 
mpoh.mbtujoh jnqbdut po Obnjcjbòt mjnjufe ujncfs boe 
opo.ujncfs gpsftu sftpvsdft )tff bmtp qq/ 91í96*/

PUIFS TQFDJFT
Bmm tqfdjft pg joejhfopvt gbvob boe üpsb xjui b ûobodjbm 
or subsistence value are being targeted for illicit gain, or 
to provide food to eat and resources for impoverished 
dpnnvojujft/  Uif qspufdujpo pg Obnjcjbòt cjpejwfstjuz 
against crime and other diverse human impacts is 
increasingly challenging, as the combined impacts of 
legal use, illicit exploitation and inadvertent destruction 
dpoujovf up fyqboe/

Pangolin poaching and trafficking continues to fluctuate.
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5.	 KEY CHARACTERISTICS, ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS
	 SUMMARY FOR 2024

5.1   Characteristics of the year

SFHJTUFSFE DBTFT- BSSFTUT BOE TFJ[VSFT
Sfhjtufsfe xjmemjgf dbtft boe bssftut bhbjo efdsfbtfe 
for most categories, compared to data of the previous 
zfbs/ Uijt nbz joejdbuf b efdmjof jo dsjnjobm bdujwjuz- ps ju 
dpvme cf evf up b efdmjof jo dsjnf efufdujpo/ Uif upubm 
number of registered cases dropped by 14%, while 
bssftut espqqfe cz 32&/ Sfhjtufsfe dbtft sfmbufe up 
ijhi.wbmvf tqfdjft gfmm cz 9&- xjui dbtft sfmbufe up sijop 
tipxjoh uif pomz jodsfbtf )28& npsf*/ Ijhi.wbmvf.
tqfdjft dbtft nbef vq 41& pg bmm sfhjtufsfe dbtft/ 

The number of rhinos known to have been poached 
jo Obnjcjb evsjoh 3135 jodsfbtfe cz 7& gspn 3134/ 
The number of rhino horns seized by law enforcement 
sfnbjofe dpnqbsbujwfmz mpx/ Xijmf 94 sijopt xfsf 
qpbdife- 25 ipsot xfsf sfdpwfsfe )qptjujwf EOB 
matching of carcasses and horns takes time; not all 
horns have been matched to particular poaching 
jodjefout*/ Sijopt dpoujovf up cf tbwfe cz qsf.fnqujwf 
joufswfoujpot uibu joufsdfqu xpvme.cf qpbdifst cfgpsf 
uifz nbobhf up ljmm bo bojnbm/ Evsjoh 3135 qsf.fnqujwf 
bdujpo jo 24 dbtft mfe up 55 bssftut )pvu pg b upubm pg 89 
sijop.sfmbufe bssftut jo 215 dbtft*/ 

The number of elephants known to have been  
qpbdife sfnbjot mpx bu : bojnbmt )dpnqbsfe up 9 uif 
qsfwjpvt zfbs*/ Tfj{vsft pg fmfqibou uvtlt gfmm cz 81& jo 
3135- up uif mpxftu mfwfm tjodf 3127- xijmf uif ovncfs 
pg sfhjtufsfe dbtft sfmbufe up fmfqibou espqqfe cz 32&/ 
Uijt sfüfdut gfx uvtlt tfj{fe qfs dbtf jo 3135 )bwfsbhf 
less than two tusks per case) compared to the large 
ovncfst pg uvtlt qfs dbtf jo 3134/ Usbotcpvoebsz 
investigations had shown in 2023 that several large 
seizures (more than 10 tusks each) had originated from 
fmfqibout qpbdife jo ofjhicpvsjoh dpvousjft/

Qbohpmjo tfj{vsft bmtp tipxfe b efdmjof- gspn 81 up 
61 bojnbmt )3:& sfevdujpo*- xijdi xbt bmtp sfüfdufe 
in the lower number of cases related to pangolin being 
sfhjtufsfe )49 jo 3135 dpnqbsfe up 71 jo 3134*/ Uif 
boovbm üvduvbujpot jo qbohpmjo dbtft boe tfj{vsft 
joejdbuf dpnqmfy esjwfst pg uijt tfdups/

Sfhjtufsfe dbtft sfmbufe up nfbu qpbdijoh dpoujovf 
their slow decline, with an 11% drop over the past 
zfbs- boe b tjy qfs dfou espq jo bssftut/ Zfu nfbu.
poaching cases continue to dominate wildlife crime 
mbx.fogpsdfnfou- nbljoh vq 51& pg bmm dbtft 
sfhjtufsfe jo 3135/

GJOBMJTFE DBTFT BOE TFOUFODFT
Xifo dpnqbsjoh uif ovncfs pg ûobmjtfe dpvsu 
cases to the number of registered crime cases, it is 
important to emphasise that not every registered 
dsjnf mfbet up b dpvsu dbtf/ Gps fybnqmf- xifo 
a poached rhino is discovered a criminal case is 
opened, but a court case can only be initiated once a 
tvtqfdu ibt cffo dibshfe/ Dpowfstfmz- jo b dbtf uibu 
involves multiple suspects, a separation of trial may 
mfbe up tfwfsbm dpvsu dbtft/ Tvdi btqfdut ufoe up 
tlfx tubujtujdt po dbtf ûobmjtbujpo í xijdi sfnbjot 
one of the central hurdles in wildlife protection and 
mbx fogpsdfnfou jo Obnjcjb/

Jo 3135- b upubm pg 455 xjmemjgf dsjnf dbtft xfsf 
registered, of which 243 were registered as court 
dbtft xjui bddvtfe tvtqfdut/ Evsjoh uif zfbs b upubm 
pg 255 dpvsu dbtft xfsf ûobmjtfe- bmuipvhi nboz pg 
uiftf xfsf pmefs dbtft sfhjtufsfe jo qsfwjpvt zfbst/  
Nptu dbtft jowpmwf npsf uibo pof tvtqfdu- sftvmujoh jo 
b upubm pg 355 joejwjevbmtò dbtft cfjoh ûobmjtfe/ 

Uif sbujp pg sfhjtufsfe wfstvt ûobmjtfe dpvsu dbtft 
remains a matter of concern, as substantially more court 
dbtft bsf sfhjtufsfe uibo bsf ûobmjtfe jo boz hjwfo zfbs/ 
Evsjoh 3135- uibu sbujp xbt 2/8 dpvsu dbtft sfhjtufsfe 
gps 2 ûobmjtfe/ Uijt jt tvctuboujbmmz mpxfs uibo uif sbujp 
in 2019, the peak of court cases registered, when the 
sbujp tuppe bu 4/6 up 2/ Ju jt bmtp b nvdi cfuufs sbujp 
uibo uibu pg 3134- xifo 4/5 ujnft bt nboz dpvsu dbtft 
xfsf sfhjtufsfe bt ûobmjtfe )438 dpvsu dbtft sfhjtufsfe- 
:7 ûobmjtfe*/ Xjui 63: tvtqfdut bssftufe evsjoh 3135- 
the number of arrestees also far exceeded individual 
tvtqfdutò dbtft ûobmjtfe/ Op zfbs tjodf uif cfhjoojoh 
of the current wildlife crime crisis has seen more court 
dbtft ûobmjtfe uibo sfhjtufsfe- xjui uif sftvmu uibu uif 
cbdlmph pg dpvsu dbtft dpoujovft up hspx/

Dedicated special courts for wildlife cases, held 
in priority locations since 2022, have been pivotal in 
substantially reducing the gap between registered and 
ûobmjtfe dbtft/ Evsjoh 3133- 232 pg uif 359 ûobmjtfe 
cases were completed during special court sessions, 
which decreased the ratio of annually registered 
up ûobmjtfe dpvsu dbtft up 2/6 up 2 )483 dpvsu dbtft 
sfhjtufsfe- 359 ûobmjtfe*/ 

Ju nvtu cf opufe uibu uiftf sbujpt ep opu jodmvef 
cases in which a crime was discovered, but no court 
case was initiated, as no suspects are known (for 
fybnqmf- ejtdpwfsz pg b qpbdife sijop*/ Jodmvejoh uiptf 
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Wildlife conservation, protection and law enforcement in Namibia
continues to present a range of challenges; high wildlife numbers in proximity to people

routinely lead to conflicts, especially with problematic species such as predators and elephants.

Lion shot in a human–wildlife-conflict incident,
Zambezi Region, July 2024.
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cases changes the 2024 ratio of cases registered to 
dbtft ûobmjtfe up 3/5 up 2/ Pg uif 355 joejwjevbmòt dbtft 
ûobmjtfe jo 3135- 342 xfsf dpowjdufe- b dpnnfoebcmf 
dpowjdujpo sbuf pg :6&/

Uif jobvhvsbujpo pg b efejdbufe Fowjsponfoubm 
Crimes Court during 2024 represents a milestone 
gps Obnjcjb- pof uibu xjmm gbdjmjubuf tztufnbujdbmmz 
beesfttjoh mpx sbuft pg dbtf ûobmjtbujpo/ Jo dpncjobujpo 
with targeted special courts in wildlife crime hotspots, 
effective measures have been created to permanently 
sfevdf cbdlmpht po dpvsu spmmt/

Uif dibmmfohf pg dbtf ûobmjtbujpo jt pgufo nbhojûfe 
cz dpvsu dbtf efmbzt/ Uif ujnf cfuxffo dbtf 
registration and verdict varies substantially depending 
on the species involved, the severity of the charges, 
boe puifs gbdupst/ Tmpx ûobmjtbujpo pg sijop dbtft 
jt qbsujdvmbsmz bmbsnjoh; Tjodf 3126- b upubm pg 367 
rhino cases have been registered (excludes cases 
of poaching without any arrests), but only 34 of 
uiftf )24&* ibe cffo ûobmjtfe bu uif foe pg 3135/ 
Ovnfspvt dbtft jowpmwjoh puifs tqfdjft ebujoh cbdl 
up 3126 bmtp sfnbjo pohpjoh/ 

The current legal status of individual suspects 
bssftufe gps sijop dsjnft tjodf 3126 jt ftqfdjbmmz 
dpodfsojoh; Pg uif 966 tvtqfdut bssftufe cfuxffo 
3126 boe 3135- pomz 6: )8&* ibwf cffo dpowjdufe up 
ebuf/ Fggfdujwf ûobmjtbujpo pg sijop dbtft jt b vojrvf 
challenge with complex causes, including congested 
court rolls, expert private defence lawyers, regular 
postponements, a need for further investigations and 
forensic evidence, and absconding of suspects who 
bsf po cbjm/ Sijopt sfnbjo uif nptu.ubshfufe xjmemjgf 
jo Obnjcjb- boe bqqspqsjbuf qfobmujft gps sijop dsjnft 
bsf b wjubm efufssfou- xijdi offet up cf qsjpsjujtfe/

 Wbsjbcjmjuz pg tfoufodft bmtp sfnbjot bo jttvf pg 
dpodfso/ Bwfsbhf kbjm tfoufodft evsjoh 3135 jo qbohpmjo 
boe fmfqibou dbtft xfsf bu uifjs ijhiftu tjodf 3126 
)63 npouit jo qbohpmjo dbtft< 66 npouit jo fmfqibou 
cases), while average jail sentences in rhino cases 
espqqfe gspn 274 npouit jo 3134 up 63 npouit jo 
3135/ Uif hsfbu wbsjbcjmjuz cfuxffo uif ijhiftu boe 
lowest sentences during the year is portrayed in the 
sfmfwbou hsbqit jo fbdi tfdujpo/

5.2   Activities

XJMEMJGF DPOTFSWBUJPO
Human–wildlife conflict
Bt mpoh bt qfpqmf boe xjmemjgf dpfyjtu- tpnf ivnboí
xjmemjgf dpoüjdu xjmm ublf qmbdf/ Zfu dpowfshfodf 
cfuxffo ivnboíxjmemjgf dpoüjdu boe xjmemjgf dsjnf 

may occur at several levels1/ Qspufdufe tqfdjft ljmmfe 
evsjoh ivnboíxjmemjgf dpoüjdu jodjefout jodmvef 
fmfqibou- qsfebupst boe ijqqp/ Xijmf qfpqmf ibwf uif 
right to defend their lives and property against wild 
animals, there are strict parameters and reporting 
requirements, and neglect of these may contravene 
xjmemjgf mfhjtmbujpo/ Ivnboíxjmemjgf dpoüjdu.njujhbujpo 
measures are thus a priority for conservation initiatives 
jo Obnjcjb- xijmf xjmemjgf qspufdujpo boe mbx.
enforcement activities must recognise the complexity 
pg uif jttvft boe fotvsf b kvejdjpvt bqqspbdi/

Species management
Nbobhfnfou joufswfoujpot gps qsjpsjuz tqfdjft uibu bsf 
sbsf boe wvmofsbcmf up ivnbo jnqbdut- ibwf tqfdjûd 
habitat preferences or other special conservation 
offet- dpoujovf up cf dbssjfe pvu/ Uijt jodmveft 
research into species threats and needs, and the 
gpsnvmbujpo pg tqfdjft nbobhfnfou qmbot/ Sftvmubou 
actions from management plans include translocations, 
range expansion, protective measures and other 
bdujwjujft/

XJMEMJGF QSPUFDUJPO
Vobddfqubcmz ijhi sijop mpttft up qpbdijoh- bt xfmm bt 
diverse other wildlife crime impacts, continue to expose 
tipsudpnjoht jo uif qspufdujpo pg ijhi.wbmvf tqfdjft- 
boe xjmemjgf jo hfofsbm- jo Obnjcjbòt wbtu mboetdbqft/

Sijop qspufdujpo bdsptt bmm pg uif dpvouszòt sijop 
sbohft sfnbjot fyusfnfmz dibmmfohjoh/ B hsfbu sbohf 
pg nfbtvsft ibt cffo jnqmfnfoufe- jodmvejoh BQVt- 
DDUW tvswfjmmbodf- fmfdusjd gfodjoh- boe tfdvsjuz 
difdlqpjout/ Sijop efipsojoh dpoujovft up cf dbssjfe 
out at great cost to reduce the incentive for poaching, 
xjui 4:9 bojnbmt efipsofe jo 3135/ 

Uif qspufdujpo pg Obnjcjbòt foefnjd tvddvmfout 
bhbjotu uif ftdbmbujoh potmbvhiu pg mjwf.qmbou qpbdijoh 
ibt fnfshfe bt bo vshfou cvu dpnqmjdbufe qsjpsjuz/ 
Tusbufhjft up qspufdu sbsf boe mpdbmjtfe foefnjd qmbout 
against poachers are still in their infancy, with work 
during 2024 having focussed mainly on awareness 
creation and monitoring, as well as replanting seized 
specimens in their natural habitat, rather than in situ 
qspufdujpo/ Efejdbufe qmbou sbohfst )dpnqbsbcmf up 
sijop sbohfst* nbz qspwf fggfdujwf jo tpnf bsfbt/

Xjmemjgf qspufdujpo boe puifs dpvoufsdsjnf nfbtvsft 
bsf dpoujovbmmz cfjoh joufotjûfe- cvu bu fyusfnf  
dptut í boe voujm opx xjui pomz mjnjufe tvddftt/ Uif 
ftdbmbujoh dptu pg xjmemjgf qspufdujpo- boe tqfdjûdbmmz 
rhino protection, is a massive additional impact and 
cvsefo pg xjmemjgf dsjnf uibu jt upp pgufo pwfsmpplfe/ 
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Financial investigations – the key to locking away the proceeds of crime

‘We will follow you into your bedroom’ í bu uif 
3135 Tublfipmefs Gpsvn Nffujoh- uif Qsptfdvups 
Hfofsbm- Bew/ Pmzwjb N/ Jnbmxb- qspnjtfe uibu ûobodjbm 
investigations and prosecutions would seek out and 
seize the proceeds of crime, no matter in what form or 
qmbdf uifz nbz cf ijeefo/ Uif jnqpsubou qsjodjqmf jt 
that perpetrators will no longer get away with hoarding 
qspdffet pg dsjnf/ Sfwjtjpot up QPDB mfhjtmbujpo 
during 2023 created provisions for dealing with money 
laundering and unexplained wealth1/ Uiftf jodmvef; 

Tfdujpo 7B; Xifo efbmjoh xjui npofz mbvoefsjoh- 
there is no need to prove that a person committed 
a predicate offence; the mere inability of a person 
to prove that money is from a legitimate source is 
tvgûdjfou up tfj{f tvdi qspdffet/ 

Tfdujpo 61B; Jo uif qbtu- uif Tubuf xbt mjnjufe up 
seizing assets directly linked to committed crimes; 
uibu bqqspbdi ibt cffo cspbefofe- bmmpxjoh uif QH 
up bqqmz up uif Ijhi Dpvsu gps bo vofyqmbjofe xfbmui 
order to declare any other property belonging to the 
tvtqfdu)t* bt vofyqmbjofe bttfu)t*/

The burden of proof has been shifted to the 
suspect(s) to demonstrate the legitimacy of the asset(s) 
jo rvftujpo/ Uijt xjmm ibwf b cspbe qptjujwf jnqbdu- bt 
uif Tubuf jt op mpohfs mjnjufe xifo qvstvjoh bttfut 
pcubjofe gspn vombxgvm qspdffet/

Evsjoh 3135 vshfou djwjm bqqmjdbujpot cz uif Pgûdf 
pg uif Qsptfdvups Hfofsbm up tffl vofyqmbjofe xfbmui 
orders led to the forfeiture of substantial funds and 
qspqfsuz- jodmvejoh npups wfijdmft/

Wildlife protection and law enforcement is the primary focus 
of this report; arrested suspect, Oshikoto Region, April 2024.

B1.

XJMEMJGF MBX FOGPSDFNFOU
Investigations and prosecutions
The primary focus of this report is to provide 
comprehensive data and interpretive information on 
investigations, arrests, seizures and prosecutions, as well 
bt puifs qfsujofou btqfdut pg dpvoufsjoh xjmemjgf dsjnf/ 
Uif Joufhsbufe Xjmemjgf Dsjnf Ebubcbtf pg Obnjcjb 
)tff qq/ :7í:8* fobcmft uif qsftfoubujpo pg efubjmfe 
data, which is used to improve public understanding 
of the complexities and challenges of law enforcement, 
boe tvddfttft bdijfwfe jo dpvoufsjoh dsjnf/ Efubjmfe 
sftvmut pg wbsjpvt mbx.fogpsdfnfou joufswfoujpot bsf 
qsftfoufe uispvhipvu uijt sfqpsu/

JOUFSBHFODZ DPMMBCPSBUJPO
Bdujwf dpmmbcpsbujpo cfuxffo uif NFGU- OBNQPM- 
OEG- PQH- GJD- ObnSB- Obnqpsu- OHPt boe puifs 
key partners is ongoing, and consolidated through 
gvoejoh bhfodz tvqqpsu/ Sfhjpobm NFGUíXQTE- 
OBNQPMíQSTE boe Tupdluifgu Vojut- OEG boe 
PQH vojut sftqpotjcmf gps xjmemjgf qspufdujpo boe 
law enforcement play a particularly important role 
in ensuring that countermeasures are effective right 
bdsptt uif dpvousz/

JOUFSOBUJPOBM DPMMBCPSBUJPO
Obnjcjbo mbx fogpsdfnfou qfstpoofm sfhvmbsmz 
engage with counterparts in other countries, sharing 
information and collaborating during transboundary 
jowftujhbujpot boe dpvoufsdsjnf jojujbujwft/ Evsjoh 3135- 
collaboration took place with a number of countries, 
jodmvejoh Bohpmb- Mjcfsjb- Np{bncjrvf- Tpvui Bgsjdb- 
Ubo{bojb boe [bncjb/
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DBQBDJUZ CVJMEJOH
Fotvsjoh bqqspqsjbuf dbqbdjujft gps nboebufe bhfodjft 
to carry out their duties is a vital component of effective 
dpotfswbujpo- xjmemjgf.qspufdujpo boe mbx.fogpsdfnfou/ 
Dbqbdjuz.cvjmejoh joufswfoujpot evsjoh 3135 jodmvefe;
Tools, technologies and equipment
Mbuftu ufdiopmphjft boe frvjqnfou- dpncjofe xjui b 
range of modern and traditional tools, continue to be 
used to facilitate detecting and countering wildlife crime 
jo Obnjcjb/ Ejwfstf ufdiojdbm tvqqpsu gps dfousbm boe 
sfhjpobm pgûdft jt fobcmjoh jnqspwfe joufswfoujpot cz 
mbx.fogpsdfnfou qfstpoofm/ Uif bwbjmbcjmjuz pg wfijdmft- 
digital technologies and tactical gear remain central to 
qspbdujwf mbx fogpsdfnfou uispvhipvu uif dpvousz/

Training
Training events during 2024 related to various aspects 
pg xjmemjgf qspufdujpo boe mbx fogpsdfnfou jodmvefe;
Xjmemjgf Qspufdujpo
•	 Sfhvmbs joevdujpo usbjojoh pg NFGU- OBNQPM- OEG 

qfstpoofm efqmpzfe jo BQV dbqbdjuz \bmm qfstpoofm^
•	 TNBSU usbjojoh boe qspcmfn.tpmwjoh xpsltipq gps 

lfz OBNQPM- OEG- NFGU boe OHP qfstpoofm
•	 Dbqbdjuz efwfmpqnfou usbjojoh jo FbsuiSbohfs gps 

lfz qfstpoofm/
Jowftujhbujpot boe qsptfdvujpot
•	 Data analysis and software trainings for key personnel
•	 Mbx fogpsdfnfou usbjojoh gps NFGU qfstpoofm 

to gain necessary knowledge and skills to achieve 
qfbdf pgûdfs bddsfejubujpo

•	 VOPED xpsltipq po ûobodjbm jowftujhbujpot gps 

GJD- ObnSb- PQH- ObnQpm- NFGU qfstpoofm- bt 
xfmm bt beejujpobm ubshfufe ûobodjbm jowftujhbujpot 
boe bouj.npofz.mbvoefsjoh usbjojoht- cbtfe po 
uif Obnjcjbo Gjobodjbm Iboecppl po Npofz 
Mbvoefsjoh boe Ufsspsjtu Gjobodjoh

•	 Awareness training on protected plants for key 
stakeholders

•	 Tusbufhjd qmboojoh up dpvoufs qpbdijoh jo Obnjcí
Obvlmvgu OQ gps OBNQPM boe NFGU qfstpoofm

•	 PQH qsptfdvupstò mfbsojoh boe tibsjoh xpsltipq 
for selected prosecutors, focussing on digital 
evidence presentation, corruption and bribery 
charges, and money laundering and asset forfeiture

•	 Usbjojoh pg Obnjcjbo Qpmjdf Gpsfotjd Tdjfodf 
Jotujuvuf qfstpoofm bu VTEB Gpsftu Tfswjdf Xppe 
Jefoujûdbujpo ' Tdsffojoh Dfousf jo Psfhpo- VTB/

Information materials
Sfmfwbou- vq.up.ebuf jogpsnbujpo voefsqjot tpvoe 
xjmemjgf qspufdujpo boe mbx fogpsdfnfou/  B wbsjfuz pg 
information materials were produced and distributed 
evsjoh uif zfbs/

5.3   Events

JOUFSOBUJPOBM FWFOUT BOE FYDIBOHFT
Global/Regional

Inaugural SMART Global Congress held in Windhoek
Uif Tqbujbm Npojupsjoh boe Sfqpsujoh Uppm )TNBSU* 
was created in 2011 through a collaborative 
partnership of global conservation entities, and has 
been implemented in more than 100 countries at 
npsf uibo 2-311 tjuft/ TNBSU qspwjeft ñqspufdufe 
area management solutions, offering an integrated suite 
of powerful tools and services to help conservation 
practitioners improve management effectiveness and 
cfuufs qspufdu xjmemjgfò1/ TNBSU ibt cffo vtfe cz NFGU 
jo tpnf pg Obnjcjbòt obujpobm qbslt tjodf 3127- boe ibt 
cffo fyqboefe up wbsjpvt puifs qspufdufe bsfbt/ Uif 
jobvhvsbm TNBSU Hmpcbm Dpohsftt- csjohjoh uphfuifs 
technical experts, users and other stakeholders, was 
ifme jo Xjoeipfl jo fbsmz 3135/ Pwfs 411 qfstpoofm 
gspn pwfs 61 dpvousjft buufoefe uif fwfou boe tibsfe 
jogpsnbujpo boe fyqfsjfodft/
 
Southern Africa

Workshop on Wildlife and Timber Case Convergence
B sfhjpobm xpsltipq po ñXjmemjgf boe Ujncfs Dbtf 
Dpowfshfodf boe Joufsobujpobm Dppqfsbujpo cfuxffo 

The inaugural SMART Global Congress
was held in Windhoek during 2024.
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Bohpmb- Obnjcjb boe Np{bncjrvfò xbt ifme jo Dbqf 
Upxo- Tpvui Bgsjdb/ Uif uxp.boe.b.ibmg.ebz fwfou 
provided a platform for key stakeholders to exchange 
knowledge, foster partnerships and explore innovative 
tpmvujpot/ Bjnt jodmvefe cvjmejoh b dpnqsfifotjwf 
voefstuboejoh pg sfhjpobm xjmemjgf boe ujncfs usbgûdljoh 
methods and trends, identifying opportunities for 
international cooperation, establishing points of contact 
across jurisdictions and sharing best practices, lessons 
learned, and innovative approaches to combating 
xjmemjgf boe ujncfs dsjnf/ Uif fwfou dpodmvefe xjui b 
summary of activities and actionable recommendations, 
underscoring the importance of regional synergy in 
dpncbujoh xjmemjgf boe ujncfs dsjnft/

Namibia

UNODC–ICCWC Indicator Framework
Tublfipmefs fohbhfnfou voefs uif bvtqjdft pg uif 
Vojufe Obujpot Pgûdf po Esvht boe Dsjnf )VOPED* 
boe uif Joufsobujpobm Dpotpsujvn po Dpncbujoh 
Xjmemjgf Dsjnf )JDDXD* xbt ifme jo Xjoeipfl 
evsjoh uif zfbs/ Uif nbjo gpdvt xbt po qspwjejoh 
bo pwfswjfx pg uif JDDXD Joejdbups Gsbnfxpsl 
for combating wildlife and forest crime, and use of 
uif JDDXD Uppmlju gps beejujpobm uppmt bu b obujpobm 
mfwfm/ Uif JDDXD Joejdbups Gsbnfxpsl dpotjtut pg b 
dpnqsfifotjwf tfu pg 61 joejdbupst- bssbohfe bhbjotu 
eight desired outcomes of effective law enforcement to 
dpncbu xjmemjgf boe gpsftu dsjnf/ Ju jt b tfmg.bttfttnfou 
framework, best completed through a collaborative 
qspdftt jowpmwjoh bmm sfmfwbou mbx fogpsdfnfou bhfodjft/ 
Uif joejdbups ubcmf tipxfe uibu Obnjcjb ibt jnqspwfe 
in several aspects, including proactive enforcement, 
crime detection, intelligence, special investigations, 
mfhbm cbtjt- qsptfdvujpo- qfobmujft- boe uif kvejdjbsz/

Second National Stakeholder Forum Meeting
Uif Sfwjtfe Tusbufhz po Xjmemjgf Qspufdujpo boe Mbx 
Fogpsdfnfou 3132í3136 jodmveft uif ftubcmjtinfou pg 
a national stakeholder forum to facilitate collaboration 
and information sharing amongst a wide range of 
tublfipmefst gspn hpwfsonfou- OHPt- gvoejoh 
partners and communities, as well as various 
joufsobujpobm fyqfsut/ Uif tfdpoe nffujoh pg uif 
Obujpobm Tublfipmefs Gpsvn po Xjmemjgf Dsjnf boe 
Mbx Fogpsdfnfou xbt ifme jo Xjoeipfl evsjoh 3135/ 
The forum brought together around 130 national and 
international experts and stakeholders, representing 
over a dozen government agencies and projects, over 
b ep{fo OHPt boe gvoejoh qbsuofst- boe ovnfspvt 

community representatives, including conservancy 
bttpdjbujpot boe sijop dvtupejbot/ Evsjoh uif fwfou- 
uif Obujpobm Sfqpsu po Xjmemjgf Qspufdujpo boe Mbx 
Fogpsdfnfou jo Obnjcjb gps 3134 xbt mbvodife/ Uif 
forum meeting was once again a resounding success, 
xjui lfz pvudpnft jodmvejoh;
•	 improved common understanding of current 

wildlife crime dynamics and countermeasures
•	 renewed focus on strategy action plan objectives, 

achievements and gaps, and priority actions to 
address these, as well as new challenges

•	 strengthened relationships, improved communication 
boe dpmmbcpsbujpo bnpohtu bmm tublfipmefst/

National rhino custodianship strategy
Uif Obnjcjb Cmbdl Sijop Dvtupejbotijq Qsphsbnnf 
is a pioneering approach to wildlife conservation, 
involving communities and the private sector to 
bdijfwf dpotfswbujpo pvudpnft/ Jo Obnjcjb- cmbdl 
rhinos belong to government, whereas in other 
dpvousjft uifz dbo cf qsjwbufmz pxofe/ Uif CSDQ xbt 
ftubcmjtife jo uif fbsmz 2::1t cz NFGU/ Uif qsphsbn jt 
b dpmmbcpsbujpo cfuxffo hpwfsonfou- OHPt- qsjwbuf 
mboeipmefst boe dpnnvobm dpotfswbodjft/ Tvjubcmf 
landholders can become custodians of black rhinos, 
taking on the responsibility to establish new breeding 
populations and protect rhinos relocated from national 
qbslt boe puifs bsfbt xjui ijhi qpqvmbujpo efotjujft/ 
Ju jt b npefm pg ipx dpmmbcpsbujwf fggpsut dbo mfbe up 
the successful protection and recovery of endangered 
tqfdjft/ Uif qsphsbnnf ibt dpousjcvufe up b tufbez 
jodsfbtf jo sijopt- dvssfoumz bddpvoujoh gps bmnptu 61& 
pg uif Obnjcjbo cmbdl sijop qpqvmbujpo/

Uif pckfdujwft pg uif qsphsbnnf jodmvef;
•	 Qpqvmbujpo hspxui í up jodsfbtf uif qpqvmbujpo 

of black rhinos through strategic relocations and 
breeding programs

•	 Ibcjubu fyqbotjpo í up fyqboe uif sbohf boe 
habitats where black rhinos can thrive, ensuring 
they have enough space and resources

•	 Dpnnvojuz jowpmwfnfou í up jowpmwf mpdbm 
communities and private landowners in 
conservation efforts, providing them with incentives 
up qspufdu boe nbobhf cmbdl sijop qpqvmbujpot/

Xijmf uif dvtupejbotijq qsphsbnnf ibt cffo svoojoh 
for around three decades, the rhino poaching crisis 
of the past ten years has motivated new approaches 
up sijop tfdvsjuz boe mbx fogpsdfnfou/ Evsjoh 
3135- uijt mfe up uif gpsnvmbujpo pg b Obujpobm Sijop 
Dvtupejbotijq Tusbufhz uispvhi b dmptf dpmmbcpsbujpo 
cfuxffo NFGU boe lfz tublfipmefst/
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Namibia’s dedicated Environmental Crimes Court

One of the biggest milestones in countering 
environmental crimes in Namibia was achieved 
in August 2024 with the inauguration of the 
Otjiwarongo Magistrates Court for Environmental 
Crimes. The court has generally become known 
tjnqmz bt uif Fowjsponfoubm Dsjnft Dpvsu )FDD*- boe 
xbt pgûdjbmmz pqfofe cz Ifs Fydfmmfodz Es/ Ofuvncp 
Oboej.Oebjuxbi- bu uif ujnf Wjdf Qsftjefou- boe tjodf 
32 Nbsdi 3136 Qsftjefou pg uif Sfqvcmjd pg Obnjcjb/ 
This is said to be only the second dedicated court for 
fowjsponfoubm dsjnft jo Bgsjdb/

Uif fyusfnf ftdbmbujpo pg qpbdijoh tjodf 3126 
quickly resulted in annually growing backlogs of wildlife 
dbtft po dpvsu spmmt bdsptt uif dpvousz/  Bt ju cfdbnf 
increasingly clear that the courts were unable to 
fggfdujwfmz qspdftt uif sbqje joüvy pg ofx dbtft- uif 
Pgûdf pg uif Qsptfdvups Hfofsbm- xjui cspbe tvqqpsu 
from various partners, initiated temporary special 
courts for wildlife cases from 2022 onwards, with the 
dipjdf pg mpdbujpot cbtfe po dsjnf qsfwbmfodf ebub/ 
The special courts were highly effective, but broader, 
more permanent countermeasures were clearly 
sfrvjsfe/ Uijt npujwbufe tublfipmefst up dpmmbcpsbuf 
on the establishment of a permanent court dedicated 
up ifbsjoh fowjsponfoubm dsjnft/

Uif FDD qspwjeft uif ñnjttjoh dpsofstupofò jo 
Obnjcjbòt tusvduvsft- tztufnt boe bqqspbdift up 
dpvoufs xjmemjgf dsjnf/ Uphfuifs xjui tqfdjbm dpvsut 
uibu xjmm dpoujovf up cf ifme- uif FDD xjmm nblf b 
tvctuboujbm ejggfsfodf jo fyqfejujoh dbtf ûobmjtbujpot/ 
Uif hspvoe.csfbljoh bdijfwfnfou jt uif sftvmu pg 
exceptional collaboration between government and 
mpdbm OHPt- nbef qpttjcmf uispvhi uif hfofspvt 
tvqqpsu pg joufsobujpobm gvoejoh qbsuofst/ Uif dpvsu 
xbt efwfmpqfe jo b sfnbslbcmz tipsu ujnf;
•	 Bqsjm 3134 í bhsffnfou cfuxffo PQH- NKMS 

and Judiciary regarding the need for a dedicated, 
qfsnbofou xjmemjgf dpvsu< jefoujûdbujpo pg b 
potential site and infrastructure in a suitable 
mpdbujpo jo uif upxo pg Pukjxbspohp 

•	 Nbz 3134 í jojujbm ejtdvttjpot sfhbsejoh dpvsu 
needs and funding options 

•	 KvofíPdupcfs 3134 í dmbsjûdbujpo pg gvoejoh boe 
procurement requirements 

•	 Opwfncfs 3134 í tjuf nffujoh xjui PQH- NKMS- 
Kvejdjbsz boe OHPt up tjho pgg po tjuf qmbot 

•	 Kbovbsz 3135 í ûobm sfûofnfou pg cvjmejoh offet< 
selection of quotations and signing of contractor 
agreements; ordering of special materials and 
frvjqnfou< dpotusvdujpo tjuf iboe.pwfs 

B2.

The Environmental Crimes Court was established through collaboration between government and local NGOs,
with generous support from international funding partners.
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•	 KbovbszíKvmz 3135 í dpotusvdujpo
•	 Bvhvtu 3135 í jobvhvsbujpo
•	 Opwfncfs 3135 í pgûdjbmmz hb{fuufe bt Pukjxbspohp 

Nbhjtusbuft Dpvsu gps Fowjsponfoubm Dsjnft/
Uif FDD gfbuvsft uif vtf pg mbuftu ufdiopmphjft- 

including recording and transcribing equipment, and 
cameras and screens to enable virtual appearances 
pg xjuofttft/ Uif FDD- efejdbufe up iboemjoh dbtft 
sfmbufe up üpsb- gbvob- boe puifs fowjsponfoubm 
crimes, is expected to streamline and expedite the 
sftpmvujpo pg xjmemjgf dbtft/ Jut efwfmpqnfou sfüfdut 
uif hpwfsonfouòt ûsn dpnnjunfou up dpncbujoh 
environmental crimes and assuring the public that such 
pggfodft xjmm opu cf upmfsbufe/ Ju jt b mfhbdz jowftunfou 
uibu xjmm tjhojûdboumz foibodf uif obujpoòt fggpsut jo 
qspufdujoh jut sjdi obuvsbm ifsjubhf/ Lfz bjnt jodmvef;
•	 Fgûdjfou Dbtf Sftpmvujpo; to expedite the handling 

boe ûobmjtbujpo pg fowjsponfoubm dbtft- fotvsjoh 
rvjdlfs efmjwfsz pg kvtujdf/ 

•	 Tqfdjbmjtfe Bekvejdbujpo; to provide a focused legal 
platform where cases involving environmental 
violations are presided over by judges with 
fyqfsujtf jo fowjsponfoubm mbxt/ 

•	 Bmmfwjbujoh Dpvsu Cbdlmpht; to relieve the burden 
on general courts by diverting environmental 

dbtft- uivt jnqspwjoh uif fgûdjfodz pg uif pwfsbmm 
kvejdjbm tztufn/ 

•	 Efufssfodf pg Fowjsponfoubm Dsjnft; to serve as 
a deterrent to potential violators by establishing 
a specialised court that swiftly and effectively 
prosecutes offenders, showcasing the seriousness 
pg fowjsponfoubm qspufdujpo jo Obnjcjb/ 

•	 Tusfohuifojoh Fowjsponfoubm Qspufdujpo; to 
sfjogpsdf Obnjcjbòt dpnnjunfou up qspufdujoh jut 
natural heritage by ensuring that those committing 
fowjsponfoubm dsjnft bsf ifme bddpvoubcmf/

Xijmf uif FDD jt b nbkps njmftupof- bo fyusfnf 
backlog of wildlife cases remains on court rolls across 
uif dpvousz- xjui 2-849 pvutuboejoh dbtft bu uif foe 
pg 3135/ Beesfttjoh uijt sfrvjsft b gpdvttfe tusbufhz 
uibu fotvsft b tjnjmbs ovncfs pg dbtft jt ûobmjtfe bt jt 
registered each year, while at the same time reducing 
the backlog in targeted steps (f/h/ ûobmjtjoh bo beejujpobm 
±200 older cases per year would allow the backlog to be 
cleared over ±10 years)/ Boovbmmz sfhjtufsfe xjmemjgf 
dbtft ibwf tipxo b tufbez efdmjof pwfs uif qbtu ûwf 
years, and the special courts have shown that a high 
ovncfs pg dbtft dbo cf ûobmjtfe jo b tipsu qfsjpe/ 
Dppsejobujoh uif xpsl pg uif FDD- hfofsbm dpvsut boe 
ubshfufe tqfdjbm dpvsut dbo bdijfwf b ofx cbmbodf/

The Environmental Crimes Court was officially opened by H.E. Dr. Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah,
and attended by key representatives from government, NGOs and funding partners. 

Photo courtesy WWF Namibia
© 2025
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6.	 KEY SECTORS AND NOTEWORTHY CASES
	 SUMMARY FOR 2024

6.1   Investigations and arrests

QSF.FNQUJWF BSSFTUT
Evsjoh 3135- 24 qsf.fnqujwf dbtft sftvmufe jo 55 
arrests of suspects conspiring to poach rhinos, but 
xifsf uif xpvme.cf qpbdifst ibe opu nbobhfe up ljmm 
b sijop zfu/ Uiftf bsf wjubm joufswfoujpot uibu sfevdf 
rhino losses, while still dismantling poaching gangs and 
usbgûdljoh tzoejdbuft/ Sijop sbohft jo ejggfsfou qbsut 
pg Obnjcjb dpoujovf up cf ubshfufe- xjui Fuptib 
Obujpobm Qbsl boe b ovncfs pg qsjwbuf sftfswft cfjoh 
uif gpdvt pg qpbdifstò buufoujpo/ Bssftufe tvtqfdut 
are prosecuted on charges of conspiracy to poach 
sijopt- jmmfhbm qpttfttjpo pg ûsfbsnt- jmmfhbm fousz 
joup qspufdufe bsfbt- boe puifs usbothsfttjpot/ Uif 
Qsfwfoujpo pg Pshbojtfe Dsjnf Bdu dbufhpsjtft uif 
intent to commit a crime with the same degree of 
seriousness as actually committing the crime, but this 
jt dvssfoumz opu tvgûdjfoumz xfjhife evsjoh kvehfnfout/ 
Dpvsut efbmjoh xjui sijop.dpotqjsbdz dbtft offe up 
be sensitised to the potential losses that are averted 
uispvhi qsf.fnqujwf bssftut- bt xfmm bt uif sfmfwbou 
tfoufodjoh qspwjtjpot jo uif mfhjtmbujpo/ Qsf.fnqujwf 
arrests are rarely possible related to a conspiracy to 
qpbdi puifs tqfdjft/

BSSFTUT JO PME DBTFT
Tvtqfdut dpoujovf up cf bssftufe jo pme dbtft- bt 
jowftujhbujpot sfnbjo pohpjoh jo bmm pqfo dbtft/ Evsjoh 
the year, a total of 22 suspects were arrested in 
sfmbujpo up 27 dbtft sfhjtufsfe qsjps up 3135/  Uiftf 
jowpmwfe uif bssftu pg 23 tvtqfdut jo 9 sijop dbtft 
ebujoh gspn 3134- 3133 boe 3129/ Bo jmmfhbm uspqiz 
hunting case from 2023 involved the arrests of two 
beejujpobm tvtqfdut/ Uif bssftut ijhimjhiu uibu dsjnjobm 
offences are not forgotten and that the law will catch 
vq up qfsqfusbupst/

BSSFTUT PG JOTJEFST
The people entrusted with protecting valuable 
wildlife and other resources at times become involved 
jo qpbdijoh ps usbgûdljoh tvdi sftpvsdft/ Jotjefst 
regularly provide vital information to syndicates 
bcpvu qpbdijoh ubshfut boe xjmemjgf.qspufdujpo 
measures, or assist in smuggling contraband through 
difdlqpjout/ Jotjefs jowpmwfnfou boe dpmmvtjpo jt bo 
unfortunate reality of criminal activity all over the 

world1, and the success of crimes often depends 
po tvdi dpmmvtjpo/ Uif vtf pg qptjujpot pg qsjwjmfhf 
for personal gain is generally highest in countries 
with high levels of corruption and involvement of 
state actors in crime2/ Ovnfspvt jotjefst ibwf 
cffo bssftufe jo Obnjcjb- bmtp evsjoh 3135- hjwjoh 
b dmfbs nfttbhf uibu dpmmvtjpo xjmm opu cf upmfsbufe/ 
Training, background checks and surveillance add 
another layer of security to reduce the risks of 
jotjefs jowpmwfnfou jo xjmemjgf dsjnf/

TFJ[VSF PG WFIJDMFT BOE GJSFBSNT
Wfijdmf boe ûsfbsn tfj{vsft bsf bo jnqpsubou 
dpnqpofou pg xjmemjgf dsjnf mbx fogpsdfnfou/ 
Wfijdmft vtfe up dbssz pvu dsjnft bsf sfhvmbsmz 
gpsgfjufe up uif tubuf bt qbsu pg b hvjmuz wfsejdu/ Uif 
mptt pg bo fyqfotjwf wfijdmf sfqsftfout b tjhojûdbou 
gvsuifs qfobmuz jo beejujpo up ûoft boe qsjtpo ufsnt- 
boe uivt bdut bt b dsvdjbm dsjnf efufssfou/ Tfj{fe 
ûsfbsnt gpsn qbsu pg wjubm fwjefodf qsftfoufe jo 
poaching cases, such as proving criminal intent, or 
enabling forensic investigations and ballistic matches 
xjui fwjefodf sfusjfwfe gspn dbsdbttft/ Uif sfnpwbm 
pg jmmfhbm ûsfbsnt gspn djsdvmbujpo bnpohtu uif 
dsjnjobm tfdups jt bopuifs jnqpsubou btqfdu/ Evsjoh 
3135- 47 wfijdmft boe 78 ûsfbsnt xfsf tfj{fe/

6.2   Prosecution and sentencing

TQFDJBM DPVSUT
Special courts reduce court case backlog
Tqfdjbm dpvsut efejdbufe up xjmemjgf dbtft xfsf ifme 
bu Lbujnb Nvmjmp boe Svoev evsjoh 3135 up gbdjmjubuf 
a steady reduction in the large backlog of cases in the 
[bncf{j boe Lbwbohp Fbtu sfhjpot/ Uif dpvsut xfsf 
ifme gps bmnptu uxp npouit up fobcmf uif ûobmjtbujpo 
pg bt nboz pmefs dbtft bt qpttjcmf- xjui uiftf sftvmut;
•	 90 court cases involving wildlife concluded
•	 253 joejwjevbm tvtqfdutò dbtft ûobmjtfe
•	 246 joejwjevbmt dpowjdufe ):6& dpowjdujpo sbuf*

B uxp.npoui tqfdjbm dpvsu xbt bmtp ifme bu Ptiblbuj 
jo uif Ptibob Sfhjpo- bmuipvhi uijt ifbse b sbohf pg 
dbtft- opu pomz sfmbufe up xjmemjgf/ Sftvmut jo xjmemjgf 
dbtft xfsf bt gpmmpxt;
•	 13 court cases involving wildlife concluded
•	 25 joejwjevbm tvtqfdutò dbtft ûobmjtfe
•	 22 joejwjevbmt dpowjdufe )96& dpowjdujpo sbuf*
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Pre-emptive arrests of intending poachers – usually on their way to a national park or private reserve
for a poaching incursion – are a vital component of effective law enforcement against rhino syndicates;

 the interventions save some targeted rhinos, at least for that moment, while also apprehending culprits;
importantly, the courts must treat the intent to poach with the same seriousness as actual rhino poaching. 

Typical poaching paraphernalia and inconspicuous vehicle (usually with dedicated drop-off and pick-up driver);
intercepted poaching gang, 2024.
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These successes underscore the value of special 
dpvsut bt tusbufhjd joufswfoujpot jo qsjpsjuz mpdbujpot/ 
Ju jt jnqpsubou up dpoujovf xjui tqfdjbm dpvsut up bttjtu 
in resolving the severe backlog of cases, irrespective of 
uif ftubcmjtinfou pg uif Fowjsponfoubm Dsjnft Dpvsu 
bu Pukjxbspohp jo uif Pukp{poekvqb Sfhjpo/

DBTF GJOBMJTBUJPO BOE TFOUFODFT
During 2024, the court cases of 244 individual 
suspects were concluded, resulting in 231 convictions 
):6& dpowjdujpo sbuf*/ Pg uiftf- 255 dbtft xjui 251 
convictions were related to meat poaching (97% 
dpowjdujpo sbuf*- xijmf 73 dbtft xjui 66 dpowjdujpot 
xfsf sfmbufe up ijhi.wbmvf tqfdjft )9:& dpowjdujpo 
sbuf*- boe : dbtft xjui 9 dpowjdujpot xfsf sfmbufe up 
qmbout )9:& dpowjdujpo sbuf*/ Opufxpsuiz tfoufodft 
efmjwfsfe bt qbsu pg uiftf dbtft bsf eftdsjcfe cfmpx/

Strong deterrent sentences in ivory trafficking cases
Tfoufodft iboefe epxo bu Svoev evsjoh uif tqfdjbm 
dpvsut tfou b tuspoh efufssfou nfttbhf up xpvme.
cf jwpsz usbgûdlfst- opu kvtu jo Obnjcjb cvu bdsptt 
uif LB[B sfhjpo/ Tibsjoh tvdi pvudpnft gps gvuvsf 
tqfdjbm dpvsut boe bdsptt uif cspbefs Obnjcjbo kvejdjbm 
mboetdbqf xjmm bee tusfohui up uif efufssfou wbmvf/

Dpvsu dbtf; Svoev DSN 362103133
•	 2 Obnjcjbo tvtqfdu

•	 bssftufe po 12 Nbsdi 3132
•	 gpvoe hvjmuz po 21 Nbz 3135
•	 2-277 ebzt cfuxffo bssftu boe wfsejdu

•	 Dibshft;
2/	 Usbgûdljoh pg jwpsz )5 fmfqibou uvtlt*
3/	 Ejthvjtjoh vombxgvm psjhjo pg qspqfsuz )QPDB*

•	 Tfoufodf;
2/	 144 months direct imprisonment
3/	 29 npouit ejsfdu jnqsjtponfou/

Dpvsu dbtf; Svoev DSN 745903134
•	 2 Obnjcjbo tvtqfdu

•	 arrested on 13 January 2023
•	 gpvoe hvjmuz po 24 Nbz 3135
•	 597 ebzt cfuxffo bssftu boe wfsejdu

•	 Dibshft;
2/	 Usbgûdljoh pg jwpsz )3 fmfqibou uvtlt*

•	 Tfoufodf;
2/	 :7 npouit ejsfdu jnqsjtponfou/

Mixed sentences in pangolin cases
Ebub po sfhjtufsfe dbtft sfüfdufe b tjhojûdbou espq 
jo qbohpmjo usbgûdljoh jo uif Lbwbohp boe [bncf{j 

sfhjpot gpmmpxjoh uif tqfdjbm dpvsut ifme jo 3133/ Uif 
stern sentences in pangolin cases during those court 
sessions are believed to be a substantial contributing 
gbdups/ Eftqjuf uijt- bopuifs tqjlf jo qbohpmjo dbtft 
xbt pctfswfe evsjoh 3134/ Tufso tfoufodft evsjoh uif 
ûstu ibmg pg 3135 nbz bhbjo ibwf dpousjcvufe up uif 
sfevdujpo jo sfhjtufsfe dbtft mbtu zfbs/ Xijmf uifsf 
was a great variation in sentences related to pangolin 
usbgûdljoh- uif wfsejdu sfnbjot bu uif ejtdsfujpo pg uif 
court, with leniency often based on the circumstances 
pg uif bddvtfe/

Dpvsu dbtf; Ptiblbuj DSN 2112:03134
•	 2 Obnjcjbo tvtqfdu

•	 bssftufe po 17 Pdupcfs 3134
•	 found guilty on 29 August 2024
•	 439 ebzt cfuxffo bssftu boe wfsejdu

•	 Dibshft;
2/	 Usbgûdljoh pg qbohpmjo
3/	 QPDB dibshft

•	 Tfoufodf;
2/	 O% 5-111 ps 23 npouit jnqsjtponfou
3/	 Ejtdibshfe/

Dpvsu dbtf; Svoev DSN 33:303135
•	 2 Obnjcjbo tvtqfdu

•	 arrested on 12 December 2023
•	 gpvoe hvjmuz po 35 Nbz 3135
•	 275 ebzt cfuxffo bssftu boe wfsejdu

•	 Dibshft;
2/	 Usbgûdljoh pg qbohpmjo

•	 Tfoufodf;
2/	 83 npouit ejsfdu jnqsjtponfou/

Dpvsu dbtf; Lbujnb Nvmjmp DSN 682803134
•	 5 [bncjbo tvtqfdut

•	 bssftufe po 1: Pdupcfs 3134
•	 3 suspects found guilty on 27 June 2024
•	 373 ebzt cfuxffo bssftu boe wfsejdu

•	 Dibshft;
2/	 Usbgûdljoh pg qbohpmjo
3/	 QPDB dibshft
4/	 Jmmfhbm jnnjhsbujpo

•	 Tfoufodf;
2/	 47 npouit ejsfdu jnqsjtponfou
3/	 71 npouit ejsfdu jnqsjtponfou
4/	 23 npouit ps O%5-111/

Inappropriate sentences in live-plant cases
B ijhi efhsff pg ñqmbou cmjoeofttò sfnbjot b tjhojûdbou 
jttvf jo dpvsu dbtft sfmbufe up qpbdijoh boe usbgûdljoh 
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pg joejhfopvt boe foefnjd Obnjcjbo tvddvmfout- xijdi 
are smuggled as live plants to supply the booming 
hmpcbm psobnfoubm qmbou usbef/ Uif tfoufodft iboefe 
down in the below examples stand in no relation to 
fjuifs uif wbmvf pg uif qmbout cfjoh usbgûdlfe- ps uif 
seriousness of the crime in impacting rare and endemic 
Obnjcjbo cjpejwfstjuz/ B sfwjtjpo pg fyjtujoh gpsftusz 
legislation is urgently needed, as is sensitisation of the 
kvejdjbsz up uif tfsjpvt jnqbdut pg mjwf.qmbou usbgûdljoh/

Dpvsu dbtf Lbifohf DSN 248:03135
•	 4 Obnjcjbo tvtqfdut

•	 bssftufe po 26 Nbsdi 3135
•	 bmm tvtqfdut gpvoe hvjmuz po 34 Nbz 3135
•	 7: ebzt cfuxffo bssftu boe wfsejdu

•	 Charges;
2/	 Transporting of protected plants
3/	 Dibshft voefs uif Gpsftu Bdu boe QPDB

•	 Tfoufodft )bmm tvtqfdut*;
2/	 O% 611 ps 2 npoui jnqsjtponfou
3/	 Op wfsejdu ps tfoufodf/

Dpvsu dbtf Pqvxp DSN 248:03135
Cbdlhspvoe; B Ubo{bojbo obujpobm xbt bssftufe jo 
Opwfncfs 3134 gps ifs jowpmwfnfou jo sfdsvjujoh 
Obnjcjbot gps jmmfhbm qmbou ibswftujoh< uxp Obnjcjbot 
xfsf bmtp bssftufe boe 57 Adenia pechuelii plants were 
tfj{fe bt qbsu pg uif dbtf/ Uif Ubo{bojbo tvtqfdu 
pleaded guilty to the charges; her case was thus 
tfqbsbufe gspn uibu pg ifs dp.bddvtfe/
•	 1 Tanzanian suspect

•	 bssftufe po 21 Opwfncfs 3134
•	 gpvoe hvjmuz po 19 Nbz 3135
•	 291 ebzt cfuxffo bssftu boe wfsejdu

•	 Dibshft;
2/	 Qpttfttjpo pg qspufdufe qmbout
3/	 QPDB dibshft
4/	 Dpoevdujoh cvtjoftt jo Obnjcjb xjuipvu qfsnju

•	 Tfoufodft;
2/	 O% 5-111 ps 23 npouit jnqsjtponfou
3/	 O% 31-111 ps 71 npouit jnqsjtponfou
4/	 O% 5-111 ps 23 npouit jnqsjtponfou/

Obnjcjbo gpsftusz mbxt bsf opu dpotjefsfe tusjohfou 
fopvhi up tfswf bt fggfdujwf efufssfou gps mjwf.qmbou 
usbgûdljoh- zfu uif tfoufodft po bmm dpvout jo uijt dbtf 
xfsf xfmm cfmpx nbyjnvn qfobmujft- xijdi bsf;
2/ O% 9-111 ps 35 npouit jnqsjtponfou- ps cpui
3/ O% 211 njmmjpo ps 471 npouit jnqsjtponfou- ps cpui
4/ O% 23-111 ps 47 npouit jnqsjtponfou- ps cpui
Tellingly, the magistrate imposed substantially higher 
sentences on all three counts than those proposed by 

uif qsptfdvujpo/ Uif npujwbujpot gps uif tfoufodft 
xfsf xfmm.dpotjefsfe jo ufsnt pg uif djsdvntubodft 
pg uif bddvtfe )ûstu pggfoefs- tjohmf npuifs- tpmf 
breadwinner), the interests of society, and the severity 
pg uif dsjnft )gpsfjho obujpobm foufsjoh Obnjcjb xjui 
uif qvsqptf pg usbgûdljoh qspufdufe qmbout*- boe dmfbsmz 
articulated in his statement, which included a number 
pg qspgpvoe- jotjhiugvm sfnbslt/ Npsf dmfbsmz offet 
to be done to sensitise prosecutors to the impacts of 
qmbou usbgûdljoh/

Mixed sentences in rhino cases
Tfoufodft gps sijop dsjnft dpoujovf up wbsz gspn zfbs 
to year, with most of the sentences imposed during 
3135 cfmpx uiptf pg 3134/ Bwfsbhf kbjm ufsn jo 3134 
xbt 274 npouit- dpnqbsfe up 63 npouit jo 3135/

Dpvsu dbtf Lbujnb Nvmjmp 1703133
•	 3 Obnjcjbo tvtqfdut

•	 arrested on 10 Jan 2020, later released on bail
•	 one suspect absconded in April 2022
•	 sfbssftufe po 39 Gfc 3135

•	 cpui tvtqfdut gpvoe hvjmuz po 26 Nbs 3135
•	 2-637 ebzt cfuxffo ûstu bssftu boe wfsejdu

•	 Charges;
2/	 Usbgûdljoh pg sijop ipsot

•	 Tfoufodft )cpui tvtqfdut*;
2/	 O% 211-111 ps 71 npouit jnqsjtponfou
3/	 Nfsdfeft Cfo{ tfebo boe Ljb 8.tfbufs njojcvt 

vtfe evsjoh dsjnf gpsgfjufe up tubuf/

A notable sentence related to rhinos was for accused 
joufsdfqufe xijmf po b qpbdijoh njttjpo jo Fuptib OQ;
Dpvsu dbtf; Utvnfc DSN 425503134
•	 6 Obnjcjbo tvtqfdut

•	 3 tvtqfdut bssftufe po 27 Kvof 3133
•	 1 suspect found guilty on 13 August 2024
•	 89: ebzt cfuxffo bssftu boe wfsejdu

•	 1 suspect arrested on 23 June 2022
•	 suspect found guilty on 13 August 2024
•	 893 ebzt cfuxffo bssftu boe wfsejdu

•	 3 tvtqfdut bssftufe po 2: Opwfncfs 3133
Opuf; Tfqbsbujpo pg usjbmt nbz qspmpoh dbtf ûobmjtbujpo/ 
•	 Dibshft;

2/	 Jmmfhbm qpttfttjpo pg ûsfbsn0bnnvojujpo
3/	 Obuvsf dpotfswbujpo psejobodf usbothsfttjpot
4/	 Conspiracy to poach rhino

•	 Tfoufodfs (both convicted suspects);
2/	 7 npouit jnqsjtponfou ps O%611
3/	 OB
4/	 71 npouit ejsfdu jnqsjtponfou/
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Stern sentences for meat poaching
Tfoufodft gps nfbu qpbdijoh ufoe up wbsz dpotjefsbcmz- 
based on the species involved (seriousness of the crime) 
boe po uif djsdvntubodft pg uif bddvtfe/ Pof pg uif 
nptu opufxpsuiz tfoufodft jo b nfbu.qpbdijoh dbtf 
ûobmjtfe evsjoh 3135 jowpmwfe uxp [bncjbo tvtqfdut- 
xip foufsfe Obnjcjb jmmfhbmmz boe qpbdife b xbsuiph 
boe b npojups mj{bse/

Court case Katima Mulilo CRM 6328/2023
•	 3 [bncjbo tvtqfdut

•	 bssftufe po 18 Opwfncfs 3134
•	 gpvoe hvjmuz po 31 Nbz 3135
•	 2:6 ebzt cfuxffo bssftu boe wfsejdu

•	 Dibshft )cpui tvtqfdut*;
2/	 qpbdijoh pg xbsuiph ' npojups mj{bse
3/	 QPDB dibshft
4/	 Jmmfhbm jnnjhsbujpo

•	 Tfoufodf tvtqfdu 2;
2/	 O% 31-111 ps 47 npouit jnqsjtponfou
3/	 O% 31-111 ps 35 npouit jnqsjtponfou
4/	 O% 5-111 boe 23 npouit jnqsjtponfou

•	 Tfoufodf tvtqfdu 3;
2/	 O% 31-111 boe 56 npouit jnqsjtponfou
3/	 O% 31-111 boe 35 npouit jnqsjtponfou
4/	 O% 5-111 boe 23 npouit jnqsjtponfou/

Rapid conclusion of court cases
Xijmf uif dpvsut bsf pgufo dsjujdjtfe gps tmpx dbtf 
ûobmjtbujpo- b ovncfs pg dbtft dpnqmfufe evsjoh 3135 
were concluded in a matter of days, showing how 
fggfdujwf uif Obnjcjbo kvejdjbm tztufn dbo cf/

Court case Tsumeb CRM 917/2024
•	 2 Obnjcjbo ' 2 Bohpmbo tvtqfdu

•	 arrested on 09 April 2024
•	 found guilty on 10 April 2024
•	 1 day between arrest and verdict

•	 Dibshf;
•	 Qpbdijoh pg ivoubcmf hbnf í xbsuiph

•	 Tfoufodf )cpui tvtqfdut*;
•	 O% 6-111 ps 21 npouit jnqsjtponfou/

6.3   Targeted species   

NFBU QPBDIJOH
Sfhjtufsfe nfbu.qpbdijoh dbtft dpoujovfe uif tufbez  
efdsfbtf fyqfsjfodfe tjodf uif 312: qfbl pg 376 dbtft- 
xjui 247 sfhjtufsfe dbtft nbljoh vq 51& pg bmm dbtft 
sfhjtufsfe jo 3135/ Bofdepubm jogpsnbujpo evsjoh 3135 
continues to indicate that a substantial number of cases 

are not reported, mainly due to lack of evidence1/ Nfbu 
qpbdijoh qsftfout b dpnqmfy dibmmfohf xjui tjhojûdbou 
variations regarding the motivations and methods 
gps qpbdijoh/ Uif ebub dvssfoumz epft opu ejtujohvjti 
cfuxffo tvctjtufodf boe dpnnfsdjbm nfbu.qpbdijoh 
gps ûobodjbm hbjo/ Bt nbslfut gps qpbdife nfbu bsf 
almost entirely local, it is important to identify and 
understand poaching motives and market drivers 
up cfuufs dpvoufs uijt qspcmfnbujd tfdups/ Ipmjtujd 
interventions that reach beyond law enforcement are 
vshfoumz sfrvjsfe )tff bmtp qq/ 61í66*/

IJHI.WBMVF TQFDJFT QPBDIJOH0USBGGJDLJOH

Rhinos
Sijopt xfsf bhbjo uif nptu.ubshfufe ijhi.wbmvf tqfdjft 
jo Obnjcjb jo 3135- dpnqsjtjoh 3:& pg bmm sfhjtufsfe 
xjmemjgf dbtft/ Mpttft ibwf sfnbjofe dpotjtufoumz ijhi 
despite concerted protection and law enforcement 
fggpsut/ Uif uisfbu up Obnjcjbòt sijopt jt mjlfmz up 
remain high unless international market demand can be 
sfevdfe/ Uif sijop qpqvmbujpot jo Tpvui Bgsjdb )Ò27-111 
animals, totals of both species combined2* boe Obnjcjb 
)Ò 4-711 bojnbmt- upubmt pg cpui tqfdjft dpncjofe3) are 
uif mbshftu mfgu jo Bgsjdb/ Uijt nblft uif uxp dpvousjft uif 
qsjnbsz gpdvt pg qpbdijoh tzoejdbuft/ Sijop qspufdujpo 
is more challenging than ever, as diverse initiatives and 
huge investments are unable to reduce losses to low 
levels, and the perseverance of all stakeholders to 
continue protection efforts continues to be severely 
uftufe/ Fggfdujwf mbx fogpsdfnfou sftvmufe jo 89 bssftut 
sfmbufe up sijopt- pwfs ibmg pg xijdi xfsf qsf.fnqujwf 
bssftut uibu tbwfe b dpotjefsbcmf ovncfs pg bojnbmt/ 
Dpvsu.dbtf ûobmjtbujpo boe tfoufodft tuboe pvu bt bo 
increasingly problematic component of the challenge 
up qspufdu sijopt/ Pomz gpvs dbtft sfmbufe up sijopt 
xfsf ûobmjtfe evsjoh 3135- nptu xjui mpxfs uibo 
bwfsbhf qsjtpo tfoufodft/ Uiftf gbdupst dpoujovf up 
impede rhino protection and related law enforcement 
jo Obnjcjb )tff bmtp qq/ 81í8:*/

Pangolin
Qbohpmjo dbtft pg dpoujovf uifjs üvduvbujoh qfblt boe 
uspvhit/ Uif ezobnjdt pg uijt tfdups bsf dmfbsmz dpnqmfy/ 
B tjhojûdbou espq jo dbtft evsjoh 3133 )47 dbtft* xbt 
attributed in part to stern deterrent sentences of special 
dpvsut- boe uif sfofxfe ftdbmbujpo jo 3134 )71 dbtft* up 
xbojoh efufssfodf/ Sfhjtufsfe dbtft espqqfe bhbjo up 
49 dbtft jo 3135/ Xijmf tpnf tjhojûdbou tfoufodft xfsf 
jnqptfe gps qbohpmjo usbgûdljoh evsjoh uif zfbs- wbsjpvt 
other factors are likely to be contributing, including 
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qbohpmjo efotjujft- sbjogbmm joüvfodjoh qbohpmjo wjtjcjmjuz- 
law enforcement effort, and the possibility that pangolins 
bsf jodsfbtjohmz cfjoh tvddfttgvmmz usbgûdlfe pvu pg uif 
dpvousz )tff bmtp qq/ 67í72*/

Elephant
Evsjoh 3135- jwpsz tfj{vsft jo Obnjcjb espqqfe up 
uifjs mpxftu mfwfmt tjodf 3127- xijmf sfdpsefe fmfqibou 
qpbdijoh jodjefout sfnbjofe ofhmjhjcmf bu ojof bojnbmt/ 
Fmfqibou dbtft nbef vq tfwfo qfs dfou pg ubshfufe 
tqfdjft evsjoh uif zfbs/ Bmuipvhi Obnjcjbòt obujpobm 
elephant population consists of four only partly linked 
subpopulations with different dynamics, these and 
uif obujpobm qpqvmbujpo bsf dpotjefsfe tfdvsf/ Uif 
mbuftu qpqvmbujpo ebub- vtjoh tubujtujdt gspn uif LB[B 
Fmfqibou Tvswfz 3133- ftujnbuft Obnjcjbòt pwfsbmm 
elephant numbers at well over 24,000, with 21,000 in 
Obnjcjbòt LB[B bsfb bmpof )tff bmtp qq/ 73í7:*/

Large predators
Big cats were the target for two per cent of registered 
dbtft evsjoh 3135- xjui tfwfo dbtft sfhjtufsfe/ 
Tfj{vsft jodmvefe b mjpo tljo- uxp mjwf mfpqbset boe ûwf 
mfpqbse tljot- boe gpvs diffubi tljot/ Uif mjwf mfpqbset 
were seized during investigations into transgressions 
jo uif mfhbm uspqiz ivoujoh joevtusz/ Uif ijhi wbmvf 
pg mfpqbset bt uspqiz ubshfut jt mfbejoh up xjef.
ranging infringements, as operators attempt to ensure 
tvddfttgvm ñivoutò cz wbsjpvt nfbot í nboz pg uifn 
jmmfhbm/ Mfhbm ivoujoh pg xjmemjgf jt tvckfdu up tusjohfou 
dpouspmt- boe dmfbs qfsnju boe sfqpsujoh sfrvjsfnfout/ 
Jogsjohfnfout bsf opu upmfsbufe- boe ibwf mfe up jo.
efqui jowftujhbujpot boe bssftut evsjoh 3134 boe 3135/ 
Despite illegal killings, populations of lion, leopard and 
cheetah are currently healthy in suitable habitat across 
Obnjcjb/ Ivnboíxjmemjgf dpoüjdu boe sftvmubou ljmmjoh pg 
predators is likely to have a much more severe impact 
on predator populations, particularly in commercial 
mjwftupdl.gbsnjoh bsfbt- boe po wvmofsbcmf qpqvmbujpot 
tvdi bt uif eftfsu.bebqufe mjpot pg uif FspohpíLvofof 
Dpnnvojuz Dpotfswbujpo Bsfb/

Human–wildlife conflict incidents
Ijhi.wbmvf tqfdjft dpoujovf up cf ljmmfe evsjoh dpoüjdut 
over resources between people and wildlife, or when 
bojnbmt qsftfou b ebohfs up ivnbo tbgfuz/ Svsbm 
communities faced with a direct danger to their lives 
or the potential destruction of their crops, livestock or 
infrastructure may resort to preventative or retaliatory 
killings of elephants, predators, hippos and other 
xjmemjgf/ Uif ljmmjoh pg qspufdufe xjmemjgf jo tvdi tdfobsjpt 

jt tvckfdu up dmfbs sfqpsujoh sfrvjsfnfout up uif NFGU/ 
B ovncfs pg dpoüjdu jodjefout sftvmujoh jo uif ljmmjoh pg 
ijhi.wbmvf xjmemjgf uppl qmbdf evsjoh 3135/ Uif dbtft 
bu ujnft jowpmwf vosfhjtufsfe ûsfbsnt- xijdi sftvmut jo 
tfqbsbuf dsjnjobm dbtft/ Ivnboíxjmemjgf.dpoüjdu dbtft 
bsf jowftujhbufe cz mbx.fogpsdfnfou qfstpoofm boe uif 
decision on whether an offence has taken place and 
qsptfdvujpo jt kvtujûfe jt vtvbmmz sfgfssfe up uif PQH/ 

QMBOU QPBDIJOH BOE USBGGJDLJOH
Tpnf pg Obnjcjbòt sbsf boe foefnjd qmbout dbo fbtjmz 
be considered the most sought after poaching targets 
jo uif dpvousz/ Bddpsejoh up tfj{vsf sfdpset- fmfqibouòt 
foot, Adenia pechuelii, xbt uif nptu.ubshfufe joejwjevbm 
tqfdjft jo 3134 )437 qmbout tfj{fe*/ Evsjoh 3135- uif 
focus shifted to kobas (Cyphostemma bainesii and C. 
uter*- xjui b upubm pg 576 qmbout tfj{fe/ Bmm uiftf qmbout 
are slow growing and sparsely distributed in localised 
sbohft/ Bmm bsf dmbttjûfe bt foefnjd ps ofbs.foefnjd 
up Obnjcjb4/ Uif mptt pg tp nboz tqfdjnfot jt mjlfmz up 
ibwf b nbttjwf jnqbdu po qpqvmbujpo wjbcjmjuz/ Jo upubm- 8 
plant cases were registered resulting in 13 arrests, and 
the seizure of 700 plant products (includes live plants, 
ujncfs boe efwjmòt dmbx qspevdut*/ Hmpcbm efnboe boe 
transnational syndicate operations are driving poaching 
targeting stem succulents with interesting growth forms 
(also called pachycauls), and leaf succulents, particularly 
of the genus Lithops )bmtp lopxo bt tupof qmbout*/ Jmmjdju 
ibswftujoh boe usbgûdljoh pg Obnjcjbo ujncfs bmtp 
remains prevalent, with kiaat, Pterocarpus angolensis, 
[bncf{j ufbl- Baikiaea plurijuga, and ushivi, Guibortia 
coleosperma- uif nptu.ubshfufe tqfdjft/ Efwjmòt dmbx 
dbo cf mfhbmmz ibswftufe jo Obnjcjb voefs tusjdu qfsnju 
conditions, with illegal harvesting and laundering an 
joufsnjuufou dibmmfohf/ Evsjoh 3135- pof cbh pg jmmfhbmmz 
ibswftufe efwjmòt dmbx xbt tfj{fe )tff bmtp qq/ 91í96*/

Namibia’s rare and endemic pachycauls have become
the most-targeted species for traffickers.
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REPEAT OFFENDERS – CAUGHT IN A WEB OF WILDLIFE CRIME

“They just get out on bail and do it again” í uijt 
is a widespread public sentiment regarding crime in 
Obnjcjb- boe xjmemjgf dsjnf jo qbsujdvmbs/ò  Uif rvpuf 
gspn b 3131 ofxtqbqfs bsujdmf po ñXjmemjgf Dsjnf 
boe uif Mbxò1 jt bt sfmfwbou bt fwfs/ Sfdjejwjtn í uif 
ufoefodz pg b dpowjdufe dsjnjobm up sfpggfoe í jt b 
global challenge in countering crime2/ Sfdjejwjtn jt 
qbsujdvmbsmz ijhi bnpohtu Obnjcjbo sijop tzoejdbuft- 
cvu jt bmtp qsfwbmfou jo puifs tfdupst tvdi bt nfbu.
qpbdijoh/ Jnqpsuboumz- nptu dbtft jowpmwf tvtqfdut 
that have been arrested and charged for wildlife crime 
pggfodft- cvu ibwf opu zfu cffo dpowjdufe/ Xijmf dpvsu 
dbtft bsf pohpjoh- uif tvtqfdut bsf sfmfbtfe po cbjm í 
and are rearrested and charged for similar offences 
dpnnjuufe xijmf po cbjm/ Uif jttvf xbt bmsfbez übhhfe 
jo uif ûstu boovbm sfqpsu- Combatting Wildlife Crime 
in Namibia in 2019, with the pronounced aim that 
ñEfubjmfe tubujtujdt po sfdjejwjtn jo Obnjcjb xjmm ifmq 
to counter bail applications of potentially dangerous 
tvtqfdut/ò3

Gjwf zfbst mbufs- tubujtujdt tipx uibu sfqfbu bssftufft 
in rhino crimes at times make up over half of all arrested 
tvtqfdut/ Tpnf tvtqfdut ibwf cffo bssftufe vq up 
eight times over the course of the past ten years, yet in 
nptu tdfobsjpt- opof pg uifjs dbtft ibwf cffo ûobmjtfe/ 
During 2022, for example, repeat arrests made up 
71& pg upubm bssftut- xjui tpnf tvtqfdut bssftufe vq 
to seven times over the course of the previous eight 
zfbst/ Uif tubujtujdt gps 3133 gvsuifs tipx uibu í

•	 51& pg tvtqfdut )42* xfsf bssftufe gps uif ûstu ujnf
•	 43& pg tvtqfdut )36* ibe cffo bssftufe uxjdf
•	 14% of suspects (11) had been arrested three times
•	 6& pg tvtqfdut )5* ibe cffo bssftufe gpvs ujnft
•	 7& pg tvtqfdut )6* ibe cffo bssftufe tjy ujnft
•	 3% of suspects (2) had been arrested seven times

The statistics are particularly concerning, as about 
46& pg bssftufft jo sijop dbtft tjodf 3126 bsf dvssfoumz 
out on bail, while another 14% have been trialled 
xjuipvu cfjoh dpowjdufe/ Nboz pg uif bssftufft dmfbsmz 
dpoujovf up cf jowpmwfe jo tvtqfdufe dsjnjobm bdujwjujft/

Absconding while on bail is not uncommon, with a 
number of suspects turning fugitive, and some leaving 
uif dpvousz up fwbef uif mbx/ B sijop ipso usbgûdlfs- 
who was arrested in January 2020, but absconded in 
Bqsjm 3133 xijmf po cbjm boe xbt ûobmmz sfbssftufe boe 
dpowjdufe jo 3135- jt b sfdfou fybnqmf/

That new people are constantly being recruited 
joup dsjnjobmjuz jt bmtp dmfbs í evsjoh 3135- tpnf 72& 
pg bssftufe tvtqfdut xfsf ûstu pggfoefst/ Ju jt wjubm 
up efnpotusbuf up tvdi ûstu pggfoefst uispvhi txjgu 
prosecutions and appropriate sentencing that wildlife 
dsjnf epft opu qbz/ 

Uif sijop qpbdijoh dsjtjt jo Obnjcjb jt cfjoh 
compounded by the reality that there are seldom 
tfsjpvt dpotfrvfodft gps sijop dsjnft/ Bu uif foe pg 
2024, only about seven per cent of all arrested suspects 
ibe cffo dpowjdufe/ Bo bmbsnjoh qfsdfoubhf pg 
suspects had been discharged, and only a small number 

B3.

Interpretations and notes

B3.1  Frequency of REPEAT ARRESTS (rhino)
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B3.3  Cumulative ARRESTS and CONVICTIONS (rhino)

of convicted perpetrators had received deterrent 
qsjtpo tfoufodft/ Uif mpx qfsdfoubhf pg ipso tfj{vsft 
(about nine per cent of all horns stolen from rhinos 
qpbdife pwfs uif qbtu ufo zfbst* joejdbuft uibu ûobodjbm 
üpxt gspn tvddfttgvmmz usbgûdlfe ipsot bsf ubljoh 
qmbdf/ Qpufoujbm jmmjdju hbjot gspn sijop qpbdijoh boe 
ipso usbgûdljoh uivt pvuxfjhi qpufoujbm dpotfrvfodft- 
xijmf uif gbs.sfbdijoh jnqbdut pg sijop qpbdijoh4 are 
opu sfdfjwjoh evf buufoujpo/  

B3.2  Current SUSPECT STATUS (rhino)

Dvnvmbujwf bssftut dpnqbsfe up dpowjdujpot- j/f/ uif 
steadily increasing total number of arrests, compared to 
the total number of convictions, show that at the end of 
3135- nptu tvtqfdut jo sijop dbtft xfsf bxbjujoh usjbm/  
Xijmf ovnfspvt bssftut dpoujovf up cf nbef jo mjof 
with ongoing rhino crimes, convictions have remained 
tubhobou )sfqfbu bssftut boe dpowjdujpot bsf jodmvefe*/ 
Gbdupst fobcmjoh ujnfpvt dbtf ûobmjtbujpo jodmvef 
thorough investigations, effective prosecutions, and an 
fgûdjfou kvejdjbsz/ Uif ebub ijhimjhiut tipsudpnjoht uibu 
dbo cf jnqspwfe jg uif dpvsut í
•	 deny bail to repeat arrestees to inhibit recidivism
•	 treat repeat offences as aggravating circumstances
•	 fotvsf txjgu dbtf ûobmjtbujpo boe efmjwfsz pg kvtujdf
•	 tfswf bqqspqsjbuf tfoufodft jo sfmbujpo up dsjnft/
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7.	 CHALLENGES FACED	
	 IN 2024	 ... and how they are being addressed

7.1   Organised wildlife crime

SFMFOUMFTT SIJOP QPBDIJOH í
Despite concerted efforts to disrupt rhino crime 
syndicates and deter rhino poaching through effective 
qspufdujpo boe mbx fogpsdfnfou- 94 sijopt bsf lopxo 
up ibwf cffo qpbdife jo 3135/ Sijop qpbdijoh ibt 
efdjnbufe Bgsjdbòt qpqvmbujpot pg uif dibsjtnbujd 
pachyderms and numbers have dwindled across most 
sijop sbohft/ Obnjcjb boe Tpvui Bgsjdb bsf uif pomz 
countries left with populations of more than 1,000 
animals of each of the two African rhino species1/ Bt mpoh 
bt nbslfu efnboe sfnbjot ijhi- uijt lffqt Obnjcjb bt 
b qsjnbsz ubshfu gps usbgûdljoh tzoejdbuft- xip lffq 
sfdsvjujoh mpdbm qpbdifst eftqjuf ovnfspvt bssftut/ 
Jnqspwjoh efufssfodf uispvhi txjgu dbtf ûobmjtbujpo 
with stern prison sentences is a vital component of 
limiting rhino losses, together with adaptable rhino 
qspufdujpo boe mbx fogpsdfnfou bdujpot/
	 ... being addressed
Uif mbshf ovncfs pg bssftut jo sijop dbtft )89 bssftut 
jo 3135- jodmvejoh ijhi.ujfs qbsujdjqbout* joejdbuft 
effective investigations, yet shortcomings continue to 
be exposed in rhino protection, as well as prosecution 
boe dbtf ûobmjtbujpo/ Joopwbujwf jojujbujwft bsf 
continuously being explored to improve all aspects of 
qspufdujpo- jowftujhbujpot- qsptfdvujpo boe tfoufodjoh/ 
These include measures to limit insider involvement in 
rhino crimes, improved monitoring and coordination 
of security measures, use of cutting edge technologies 
and approaches during investigations, more compelling 
dpvsu dbtf qsftfoubujpo )qbsujdvmbsmz jo dpotqjsbdz.up.
poach cases) and ongoing sensitisation of the judiciary 
up uif tfsjpvtoftt boe xjef.sbohjoh jnqbdut boe ibsnt 
gspn sijop dsjnft up npujwbuf bqqspqsjbuf tfoufodft/ 

7.2   Wildlife protection

JOEJHFOPVT QMBOU QSPUFDUJPO í
Qspufdujoh obuvsbm sftpvsdft jo Obnjcjbòt sfnpuf- 
inaccessible and sparsely populated wildlands will 
bmxbzt cf b dibmmfohf/ Qspufdujoh jtpmbufe tuboet pg 
indigenous and in many cases endemic plants with 
wfsz mpdbmjtfe ejtusjcvujpot jt fydffejohmz ejgûdvmu/ 
This has been suddenly brought to the fore through 
uif fyusfnf ftdbmbujpo pg mjwf.qmbou qpbdijoh gps uif 
hmpcbm psobnfoubm qmbou nbslfu/ Nbslfu efnboe jt 

largely being driven via the internet, where sellers and 
cvzfst dbo dpoofdu fggpsumfttmz/ Nboz pg Obnjcjbòt 
targeted plants are currently afforded only limited 
mfhbm qspufdujpo jo Obnjcjb í boe jo nboz dbtft op 
international protection once they have been smuggled 
pvu pg uif dpvousz/ Uif dpnqmfyjuz pg uijt qspcmfn jt 
fybdfscbufe cz ñqmbou cmjoeofttò í uif sfbmjuz uibu qmbout 
do not inspire interest or awe in the way that animals 
ep/ Nboz pg Obnjcjbòt mpdbmjtfe foefnjd tvddvmfout 
are at risk of rapid extinction and urgent steps are 
required to safeguard the plant populations through 
integrated protection, law enforcement, prosecution 
boe tfoufodjoh/
	 ... being addressed
Uif obujpobm Qmbou Ubtl Ufbn xbt dsfbufe jo 3135 up 
coordinate responses to the diverse challenges facing 
Obnjcjbòt joejhfopvt qmbout/ Gjstu tufqt ibwf cffo 
taken to revise currently weak legislation and increase 
nbyjnvn qfobmujft/ Uif vshfou offe gps DJUFT mjtujoht 
pg wvmofsbcmf tqfdjft ibt cffo jefoujûfe/ Tztufnt up 
protect plants in situ through plant rangers and other 
mechanisms are being explored, and proactive law 
fogpsdfnfou sfmbufe up qmbou dsjnft jt cfjoh qsjpsjujtfe/ 
Fggfdujwf tztufnt ibwf cffo dsfbufe up sfibcjmjubuf 
seized specimens in their natural habitat and monitor 
uifjs qsphsftt/

7.3   Investigations and arrests

SFQFBU PGGFOEFST í
Sfdjejwjtn- uif ufoefodz pg dsjnjobmt up sf.pggfoe- 
jt b xfmm.lopxo qspcmfn jo nptu dsjnjobm tfdupst- 
jo Obnjcjb boe bspvoe uif xpsme/ Ebub bobmztjt po 
recidivism has revealed a particularly high prevalence 
of repeat offenders related to rhino crimes, while 
other sectors such as meat poaching are also 
fyijcjujoh uijt jttvf/ 
	 ... being addressed
Obnjcjbo mbxt- boe qbsujdvmbsmz uiptf voefs uif 
Qsfwfoujpo pg Pshbojtfe Dsjnft Bdu- dmfbsmz qpsusbz 
repeated offences as aggravating circumstances that 
eftfswf ijhifs qfobmujft/ Jowftujhbupst boe qsptfdvupst 
are collaborating to actively oppose bail applications 
of repeat offenders, and to highlight multiple offences 
during case presentations and motivation of appropriate 
qfobmujft/ Uif Joufhsbufe Xjmemjgf Dsjnf Ebubcbtf jt 
vtfe up usbdl sfdjejwjtn bnpohtu bssftufe tvtqfdut/
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7.4   Prosecution and sentencing

JODSFBTJOH DPVSU DBTF CBDLMPH í
Tqfdjbm dpvsut efejdbufe up xjmemjgf dbtft- ifme bu qsjpsjuz 
locations since 2022, have substantially reduced the 
hbq cfuxffo boovbmmz sfhjtufsfe boe ûobmjtfe dbtft/ 
Opofuifmftt npsf dbtft dpoujovf up cf sfhjtufsfe 
uibo ûobmjtfe jo boz hjwfo zfbs/ Jo dpncjobujpo xjui uif 
massive backlog of cases that has built up over the past 
ufo zfbst- uijt qsftfout b ebvoujoh ivsemf/ Uifsf xfsf 
2-849 unresolved cases at the end of 2024, and new 
dbtft bsf dpoujovbmmz sfhjtufsfe bt xjmemjgf dsjnf qfstjtut/ 
	 ... being addressed
Tqfdjbm dpvsut xjmm dpoujovf up cf vtfe up sfevdf dpvsu 
dbtf cbdlmpht jo xjmemjgf dsjnf iputqput/ B qfsnbofou 
Fowjsponfoubm Dsjnft Dpvsu efejdbufe up xjmemjgf 
cases was inaugurated in 2024, and will facilitate a 
gbtufs sbuf pg dbtf ûobmjtbujpo/ Xjmemjgf qspufdujpo boe 
law enforcement efforts have contributed to a steady 
efdmjof jo boovbmmz sfhjtufsfe dbtft tjodf 3126- xijdi 
has enabled the gap between annually registered 
boe ûobmjtfe dbtft up cf obsspxfe/ Cz dppsejobujoh 
jojujbujwft up fyqfejuf dbtf ûobmjtbujpo xjui fggpsut up 
sfevdf dsjnf- Obnjcjb jt opx jo b qptjujpo up pwfsdpnf 
uif ivsemf pg nbttjwf dpvsu dbtf cbdlmpht/

GJOBMJTBUJPO PG SIJOP DBTFT í
Uif mpx sbuf pg dbtf ûobmjtbujpo sfmbufe up sijop dsjnft 
continues to represent one of the most pressing 
wildlife protection and law enforcement challenges in 
Obnjcjb/ Tmpx dbtf ûobmjtbujpo- boe tfoufodft uibu ep 
opu sfüfdu uif tfsjpvtoftt boe xjef.sbohjoh jnqbdut 
of rhino crimes, enable recidivism and hamper crime 
efufssfodf/
	 ... being addressed
After ten years of limited progress, new approaches 
to address this issue include dedicated special courts 
for rhino cases, and prioritising complex rhino cases in 
uif Fowjsponfoubm Dsjnft Dpvsu- xijmf dpodpnjuboumz 
strengthening investigations, case preparations 
and prosecutions to minimise delays and technical 
tipsudpnjoht uibu jnqfef dpowjdujpot/ Bxbsfoftt pg 
the dire impacts of rhino poaching and the urgency 
of deterrence, including the recognition that the intent 
to poach is as serious as poaching a rhino, remain 
qbsbnpvou up tvddftt/ 
 
7.5   General

DBQBDJUZ DPOTUSBJOUT í
Xjmemjgf dsjnf ubshfut- tusbufhjft boe bdujwjujft bsf Experienced and well-equipped repeat offenders

are being arrested in various wildlife crime sectors.

Protecting highly localised indigenous plants
in their natural habitat is extremely challenging.

continually forced  to change through wildlife protection 
measures, law enforcement pressure, changing 
nbslfut- boe puifs jojujbujwft/ Vosfmfoujoh mpoh.
term commitment is required to ensure unwavering 
capacities for sound wildlife conservation, protection 
boe mbx fogpsdfnfou/
	 ... being addressed
Obnjcjbo Qbsuofstijqt bhbjotu Fowjsponfoubm 
Crime are continually striving to address funding 
dpotusbjout boe dbqbdjuz hbqt uispvhi xjef.sbohjoh 
intersectoral cooperation, and external funding and 
ufdiojdbm tvqqpsu/ Pohpjoh joufsobujpobm dpmmbcpsbujpo 
sfnbjot b wjubm dpnqpofou pg uif qbsuofstijq/ Uif 
vulnerable status of most sectors makes it clear that 
further expansion of capacities is required, while new 
bqqspbdift bsf bmtp offefe up gbdjmjubuf mbtujoh hbjot/
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8.	 WILDLIFE CRIME STATISTICS
	 SUMMARY	 2020–2024

Key wildlife crime indicators
•	 ‘Wildlife crime cases registered’ include some cases in which only the carcass of a poached animal was discovered, but no arrests or 

seizures were made; this is particularly relevant for rhino cases, which often start with the discovery of a carcass without any suspects.
•	 Old rhino carcasses may be ascribed as poached in a previous year, but criminal cases are registered in the year of discovery of the carcasses.
•	 Individual totals for pangolin, elephant and rhino ‘cases registered’ and ‘suspects arrested’ may add up to more than the totals in the ‘high-

value-species cases’ categories, because a number of cases and arrests may have involved more than one of the above species.
•	 Statistics are aggregated from all parts of the country, resulting in some cases being incorporated after the publication of a particular report. There 

may thus be minor differences in numbers between weekly, monthly, quarterly and annual reports.
•	 The number of elephant tusks seized does not relate directly to the number of elephants poached in Namibia, as tusks may originate from 

elephants killed in other countries.
•	 Cases finalised in 2024 may have been registered in previous years; individuals convicted in 2024 may have been arrested in previous years.

*	 Meat species are defined in this report as giraffe, buffalo, zebras, antelopes and wild pigs.
**	 High-value species are defined in this report as elephant, rhinoceroses (black and white rhinos combined) and pangolin.
***	 One ground pangolin has between 345 and 415 scales1; juvenile and adult pangolins have the same average number of scales.

8.1  Key wildlife crime indicators during 2023:

INDICATOR 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Cases registered (all categories): 431 458 443 399 344

meat-poaching* cases 219 208 208 152 136
high-value species** cases 152 198 174 181 166

pangolin cases 60 71 36 60 38
elephant cases 33 57 34 33 26
rhino cases (total of both species) 63 73 105 89 104

conspiracy to poach rhino cases (pre-emptive) 8 7 15 12 13
plant cases 0 2 12 18 7

Suspects arrested (all categories): 888 880 720 673 529
in meat-poaching* cases 492 497 415 310 292
in high-value species** cases 315 300 195 243 170

in pangolin cases 105 129 56 106 64
in elephant cases 64 99 64 57 32
in rhino cases (total of both species, all cases) 154 81 78 86 78

in conspiracy-to-poach-rhino cases (pre-emptive) 50 24 48 45 44
in plant cases 0 4 27 42 13

Products seized:
pangolin   –  live animals 8 22 12 17 5

–  dead animals/skins 67 66 28 53 45
–  scales*** 926 186 873 905 312

elephant   –  complete tusks 62 111 55 102 31
rhinos       –  complete horns 23 15 5 15 14
plants 0 4,693 4,287 1,311 700

Rhinos dehorned: 195 115 145 487 398
Estimated number of animals poached:

elephant 12 10 4 8 9
rhinos 48 53 94 78 83

Instrumentalities seized:
firearms 78 55 61 69 67
vehicles 49 33 37 51 36
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Wildlife crime fines and prison sentences, and time between arrest and case finalisation
•	 Fines and prison sentences show the changes in the height of sentences over time; the time line (x-axis) indicates the date of sentencing; 

the colour and size of the dots vary according to the height of the sentence; small blue represent the lowest and large orange the highest; 
the blue line indicates the annual average; the graphs include all registered wildlife crime cases and all related charges against perpetrators.

•	 The 2022 fine of N$ 800,000 was in a pangolin trafficking case registered in 2021, involving an Angolan national.
•	 The 2023 prison terms of 264 months (some sentences suspended) were in a rhino poaching case registered in 2016, involving 4 Namibians.
•	 The average height of sentences increased for prison terms during 2022 and 2023, influenced in part by some exceptional sentences.
•	 Time between arrest and case finalisation may vary considerably, with some cases finalised in a matter of days, while others have taken 

10 years to complete; the reasons for case duration and the causes of case delays are complex; the finalisation of very old cases in any given 
year increases the average for that year; this does not mean that case finalisation is getting slower; the finalisation of very old cases should in 
fact be seen as a positive trend.

9.12  Wildlife crime FINES (all categories)

9.13  Wildlife crime PRISON SENTENCES (all categories)
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9.12  Wildlife crime FINES (all categories)

Can we control our hunger for meat?

The impacts of the ‘bushmeat’ trade on wildlife 
populations can be devastating. Across much of Africa, it 
is considered a driver of wildlife declines1/  Uif nptu sfdfou 
tuvez pg cvtinfbu dibsbdufsjtujdt jo Obnjcjb xbt epof jo 
20072, a decade before the 2019 peak in registered criminal 
dbtft/  Uibu bttfttnfou xbt hfofsbm- boe uif ezobnjdt pg uif 
sector have substantially changed; new and detailed research 
jt vshfoumz offefe up hvjef fggfdujwf dpvoufsnfbtvsft/ 

Nfbu jt b Obnjcjbo dvmjobsz tubqmf- fokpzfe bt ûof ûmmfut jo 
restaurants and tourist lodges, as regular dinners on farms, 
as the chop on the braai or kapana in the street, or as the 
famous biltong snack from the padstal/ Efnboe gps nfbu jt 
ijhi bnpohtu svsbm boe vscbo dpnnvojujft bdsptt uif dpvousz/

Zfu nfbu gspn uif tvqfsnbslfu jt fyqfotjwf/ Bddftt up nfbu 
jo boz gpsn wbsjft tjhojûdboumz efqfoejoh po efnphsbqijdt- 
boe po xifsf zpv bsf jo uif dpvousz/ Nboz mjwftupdl ifset 
are bred for lucrative meat exports, while others are held as 
b gpsn pg qfstpobm tfdvsjuz/ Nvdi pg uif xjmemjgf jt qspufdufe 
gps upvsjtn boe uspqiz ivoujoh/ Pgg.ublft gps bggpsebcmf nfbu 
bsf mjnjufe/ B efdjtjpo cz hpwfsonfou jo 3135 up qspwjef 
drought relief for rural communities by distributing game 
nfbu ibswftufe gspn tubuf.pxofe xjmemjgf dbvtfe bo pvudsz 
bnpohtu tpnf pg uif ñdpotfswbujpo.njoefeò qvcmjd3/

The rural poor tend to have the least access to affordable 
nfbu/ Zfu voefs dpoejujpot pg fdpopnjd ibsetijq- uif 
ufnqubujpo up tfdvsf nfbu gps uif qpu jt tjhojûdboumz 

nbhojûfe- bt bsf buufnqut up tfmm nfbu gps tpsfmz offefe 
cash4/ Uijt jt nbojgftu jo pqqpsuvojtujd qjdljoh vq pg gsfti 
roadkill, retrieving antelopes trapped in fences, or capturing 
fejcmf bojnbmt uibu dsptt pofòt qbui/ Npsf qsfnfejubufe jt 
the use of snares, or hunting with dogs and spears to target 
xjmemjgf/ Gjobmmz- uif jogbnpvt jagter van die lang plaas jt b xfmm.
equipped and resourced, organised poacher using motor 
wfijdmft- tqpumjhiut boe sjüft up ubshfu xjmemjgf bmpoh uif 
wfshft pg qvcmjd spbet/  Dmfbsmz- Obnjcjbòt cvtinfbu tfdups 
ibt nboz mbzfst/ Qpbdife hbnf nfbu jt dpotvnfe ejsfdumz 
by subsistence poachers and their families, sold informally 
amongst local communities for quick cash, or laundered into 
mfhbm tbmft pvumfut jo vscbo dfousft gps dbmdvmbufe qspûu/ 

Sfhjtufsfe dsjnjobm dbtft tipx obujpobm qbslt- dpnnvojuz 
conservancies, private reserves and farmland are all affected 
cz cvtinfbu qpbdijoh/ Xijmf tnbmm wpmvnft pg hbnf nfbu 
are exported as a delicacy, the majority of the market lies 
jo Obnjcjb/ Nvdi pg ju jt jogpsnbm boe upp nvdi pg ju jt jmmjdju/ 
Uif rvftujpo jt í ipx ep xf fggfdujwfmz tvqqsftt uif jmmfhbm 
hbnf.nfbu tfdups boe fotvsf mfhbm bddftt up bggpsebcmf 
nfbu- ftqfdjbmmz gps jnqpwfsjtife dpnnvojujft@ Jo uifpsz- 
Obnjcjb ibt fopvhi nfbu gps fwfszpof/ Hsfbu ifset pg 
dbuumf- tiffq- hpbut í boe hbnf í bsf tqsfbe bdsptt nvdi 
pg uif mboe/ Obnjcjb bmtp ibt uif mfhbm gsbnfxpsl up fobcmf 
nvdi npsf frvjubcmf xjmemjgf bddftt boe cfofûut/ Joopwbujpo 
jt offefe up fggfdu ubohjcmf dibohf/

B6.

9.14  TIME BETWEEN ARREST and CASE FINALISATION (all categories)
	 More and more old cases are being finalised in recent years, creating the false impression that case finalisation is getting slower.
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After more than a decade of severe poaching impacts,
criminals continue to find ways to evade rhino protection measures,
to kill rhinos and traffic their horns out of the country.

Poached white rhino,
private reserve,

Otjozondjupa Region,
June 2024.
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A1.	

Protecting the last of the rhinos – cliché or crisis? 
Unless international market demand for rhino horn can 
be significantly suppressed, Namibia’s rhinos will remain a 
primary target for poachers – until they are gone. Namibia 
holds the second-largest African rhino populations left on 
Earth (next to South Africa)2. The threat to Namibia’s rhinos 
is unrelenting, and rhino protection in Namibia will remain 
extremely challenging, requiring constant adaptation and 
innovation to counter evolving criminal strategies.  

Succulent plants under siege
Over the past five years, a seemingly unlikely new threat to 
Namibia’s biodiversity has emerged – rare succulents are 
being dug up in the wild, smuggled out of the country as live 
specimens, and sold globally to enthusiasts as ornamental 
plants. Due to Namibia’s unique geomorphology and climate, 
many of the succulents occur only in very isolated locations 
with ideal conditions. The current levels of poaching could 
cause rapid extinction of some of the targeted species3.

Poaching and the pangolin – an immeasurable challenge 
While global declines have been recorded4, pangolins 
remain amongst the most-trafficked wild animals – for two 
purposes: their scales used in traditional medicines, and 
their meat served as a delicacy. Namibia’s pangolins remain 
poorly known, and the dynamics of the local pangolin trade 
remain unclear.  In contrast to other high-value species, no 
local markets, trafficking networks or routes have been 
identified. Poaching appears to be driven by the rural poor 
without a clear understanding of market demands.

Elephants and ivory – a Namibian dilemma
Namibia’s national elephant population is considered 
secure, and poaching impacts in Namibia are regarded 
as negligible. Yet regional ivory trafficking continues to 
impact Namibia through ivory being smuggled into the 
country for sale, or in transit to other destinations. 
Heavy poaching in neighbouring countries will also affect 
Namibia’s transboundary elephant population, which 
depends on seasonal movements across KAZA5.

Meat for money, or meat to eat?
‘Bushmeat’ is deeply entrenched in many rural African 
livelihoods6. Namibian conservation systems have attempted 
to provide legal access to game meat for rural communities 
(and other diverse benefits from wildlife) through various 
policies, including limited ownership over some wildlife 
species, and ‘own-use’ quotas7. While these systems are 
making important contributions, they clearly do not suffice 
to minimise demand for illicit meat and related cash income.

Ten years on – what does the future hold?
Wildlife crime keeps evolving. New and unexpected sectors 
continue to emerge, poaching and trafficking tactics keep 
adapting, and markets keep changing. Namibia has achieved 
diverse successes in shifting from reactive to pre-emptive law 
enforcement. Some intending poachers are being arrested 
even before they can kill an animal. Yet law enforcement 
alone will not stop wildlife crime. Parallel interventions are 
needed to address drivers and obstacles, including poverty 
alleviation and broader legal benefits from wildlife8.

The year 2015 saw the most massive spike in rhino poaching in independent Namibia, after 
more than two decades of few losses. This was quickly accompanied by escalating elephant 
and pangolin poaching. In response, wildlife protection and law enforcement have been strengthened, with 
diverse results. General wildlife crime indicators are showing a steady decline in registered cases and arrests, but sectors 
such as rhino and pangolin poaching and trafficking continue to fluctuate between temporary reductions and new 
spikes. Meanwhile, entirely new sectors such as live-plant trafficking present more challenges.

UFO ZFBST- NBOZ BDIJFWFNFOUT- NPSF DIBMMFOHFT

Countercrime initiatives are addressing the symptoms, but seldom the causes. Namibia is in the 
difficult position of being rich in natural resources, but having no real control over illicit international demand for those 
resources. This means that wildlife protection and law enforcement must be extremely effective – and ongoing – as the 
underworld continues to target our protected species to supply illegal markets for self-enrichment. Global attempts over 
the past decade to change attitudes and reduce demand for illicit wildlife products have shown only limited impact in 
some sectors; in most, the onslaught continues unabated1.

SPECIAL FOCUS:
TEN YEARS OF CRISIS-LEVEL POACHING IN NAMIBIA
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Namibia is today the only country other than neighbouring South Africa that preserves 
national populations of more than 1,000 rhinos of each of the two African rhino species1. The 
two countries are very literally the last rhino strongholds in Africa – all other former rhino range states have seen their 
rhino numbers dwindle below that threshold2.  This puts Namibia under massive pressure from an undiminished demand 
for rhino horn. ‘The last of the rhinos’ is no cliché – it is a fundamental crisis!

B2/2   Qspufdujoh uif mbtu pg uif sijopt í dmjdi¯ ps dsjtjt@

XIBU BSF UIF DIBMMFOHFT@
•	 Obnjcjb xbt voqsfqbsfe gps uif qpbdijoh potmbvhiu 

pg 3125í26- eftqjuf zfbst pg xbsojoh tjhot gspn Tpvui 
Bgsjdb- boe fbsmz jojujbujwft up tusfohuifo qspufdujpo/ 

•	 Bgufs Obnjcjb cfdbnf b qsjnbsz ubshfu- hpwfsonfou  
voefsuppl xjef.sbohjoh bdujpot- bttjtufe cz ovnfspvt 
stakeholders and funding partners; the actions inhibited 
escalation of losses, but each reduction in poaching since 
3126 ibt cffo gpmmpxfe cz b ofx tqjlf< uif qbtu uisff 
zfbst ibwf tffo npsf uibo 86 sijopt qpbdife qfs zfbs/

•	 Pomz :& pg ipsot gspn qpbdife bojnbmt ibwf cffo 
sfdpwfsfe í eftqjuf bssftut- ipso usbgûdljoh jt tvddfttgvm/

•	 The high number of arrests of participants in rhino crimes 
)jodmvejoh qsf.fnqujwf bssftut pg xpvme.cf qpbdifst* 
indicates effective investigations, yet inadequacies 
clearly exist in protecting rhinos in most rhino ranges, 
in recovering horns of poached animals, and in 
deterring rhino crimes through effective prosecutions, 
bqqspqsjbuf qfobmujft boe puifs nfbtvsft/

•	 The extremely low number of convictions for rhino 
crimes indicates inadequacies in case preparation and 
qsptfdvujpo- boe tztufnjd kvejdjbm dibmmfohft/

•	 Sijop qpbdijoh boe ipso usbgûdljoh dpoujovf up qsftfou 
some of the biggest wildlife conservation, protection and 
mbx fogpsdfnfou dibmmfohft jo joefqfoefou Obnjcjb/

XIBU BDUJPOT NJHIU IFMQ@
•	 Sijop qspufdujpo jt cfjoh tusfohuifofe uispvhi cfuufs 

integration with law enforcement and parallel initiatives 
bu mpdbm boe obujpobm mfwfmt/

•	 Mbx fogpsdfnfou jt cfjoh tusfohuifofe uispvhi 
more diligent evidence collection, better court case 
preparation and presentation, and more resolute 
qsptfdvujpot/

•	 Dbtf ûobmjtbujpo xjui bqqspqsjbuf qfobmujft xjmm cf 
tjhojûdboumz fyqfejufe cz qsjpsjujtjoh uif nptu tfsjpvt 
and complex cases, and addressing obstacles to 
ûobmjtbujpo/

•	 Gjobodjbm jowftujhbujpot boe txffqjoh tfj{vsft boe 
gpsgfjuvsft pg vofyqmbjofe xfbmui voefs QPDB bsf 
cfjoh vtfe bt b tvctuboujbm beejujpobm efufssfou/

•	 Closer international collaboration will improve 
ejtsvqujpo pg usbotobujpobm usbgûdljoh dibjot/

•	 Uif tfsjpvt boe gbs.sfbdijoh jnqbdut pg sijop qpbdijoh 
boe usbgûdljoh dbo cf fnqibtjtfe npsf bu bmm mfwfmt/

•	 Any successes in reducing global market demand will 
bmmfwjbuf mpdbm qpbdijoh qsfttvsf/

•	 Gvsuifs fmfwbujoh sijop qpbdijoh bt b wfsz tfsjpvt dsjnf 
with global impacts, rather than merely ‘the death of 
b qspufdufe xjme bojnbm jo Bgsjdbò xjmm tusfohuifo bmm 
dpvoufsnfbtvsft/
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Namibia’s succulents are being poached at levels that can quickly wipe out entire species – 
for a global ornamental plant market largely unaware of such impacts. It’s an entirely new crisis, 
complicated by the fact that people don’t hold plants as dear as they do charismatic animals. ‘Plant blindness’ means 
that neither local conservation, protection and law enforcement actions, nor global countercrime initiatives, nor the 
market dynamics of the plant sector receive comparable attention to rhino or elephant poaching.

B2/3  Tvddvmfou qmbout voefs tjfhf

podf uif qmbout ibwf mfgu Obnjcjb/
•	 The global ornamental plant market is driven by internet 

tbmft boe tpdjbm nfejb fydibohft bnpohtu fouivtjbtut/

XIBU BDUJPOT NJHIU IFMQ@
•	 Obnjcjbo gpsftusz mfhjtmbujpo jt cfjoh tusfohuifofe bt bo 

urgent priority to facilitate appropriate local protection, 
and enable effective countermeasures and suitable 
qfobmujft gps usbothsfttjpot/

•	 Bdijfwjoh DJUFT mjtujoht gps bmm ubshfufe tqfdjft up fobcmf 
joufsobujpobm mfhbm bdujpo jt bopuifs qsjnf dpodfso/

•	 Jefoujgzjoh boe qspûmjoh usbef ofuxpslt boe foe nbslfut 
is a major step in understanding the dynamics of the 
tfdups boe gbdjmjubujoh ubshfufe dpvoufsnfbtvsft/

•	 Tusjohfou dpouspmt sfmbufe up tbmft pg joejhfopvt qmbout cz 
mfhbm ovstfsjft xjmm joijcju mbvoefsjoh pg qpbdife qmbout/

•	 Qspbdujwf boe ubshfufe bxbsfoftt dbnqbjhot dpvoufsjoh 
ñqmbou cmjoeofttò ijhimjhiu uisfbut qptfe cz qmbou qpbdijoh 
bnpohtu dpnnvojujft- mbx fogpsdfnfou boe uif kvejdjbsz/

•	 Joopwbujwf qspufdujpo nfbtvsft gps qmbout dpvme jodmvef 
plant rangers who monitor threatened populations, 
nvdi mjlf uif wfsz tvddfttgvm sijop sbohfst/ 

•	 Hmpcbm dbnqbjhot bnpohtu dpotvnfst- ftqfdjbmmz wjb 
social media, can improve awareness of the severe 
jnqbdut pg qmbou qpbdijoh boe sfevdf nbslfu efnboe/

XIBU BSF UIF DIBMMFOHFT@
•	 Ofxt pg sbqjemz ftdbmbujoh mjwf.qmbou usbgûdljoh jo 

ofjhicpvsjoh  Tpvui Bgsjdb1 motivated investigations into 
uijt tfdups jo Obnjcjb- xijdi rvjdlmz mfe up jefoujûdbujpo 
pg usbgûdljoh pqfsbujpot- bssftut boe tfj{vsft gspn 
2022 onwards, uncovering a new conservation and law 
fogpsdfnfou dibmmfohf gps Obnjcjb

•	 Tfj{vsft pg uipvtboet pg joejwjevbm Lithops tqq/ tqfdjnfot 
gspn tpvuifso Obnjcjb epnjobufe tfj{vsft jo 3133< 
tjodf uifo usbgûdlfst ibwf ubshfufe sbsf qbdizdbvmt jo 
xftufso Obnjcjb- joejdbujoh uibu boz tvddvmfout uibu nbz 
cf tvjubcmf bt psobnfoubm qmbout dpvme cf ubshfufe/

•	 Tpnf pg Obnjcjbòt ijhimz mpdbmjtfe foefnjd tvddvmfout 
appear to be under greater threat of extinction than 
black rhinos, as the plants occur in isolated locations in 
wfsz mjnjufe ovncfst uibu dbo cf rvjdlmz xjqfe pvu/

•	 Mfhbm tbmft pg joejhfopvt qmbout qspqbhbufe jo ovstfsjft 
from seed create opportunities where specimens poached 
jo uif xjme dbo cf mbvoefsfe joup uif mfhbm tfdups/

•	 Xfbl gpsftusz mfhjtmbujpo boe mpx nbyjnvn qfobmujft 
jo Obnjcjb joijcju uif bcjmjuz pg uif dpvsut up bqqmz 
appropriate sentences, even if prosecutions are successful 
boe dpowjdujpot bsf bdijfwfe/

•	 Mbdl pg joufsobujpobm qspufdujpo pg nboz pg uif ubshfufe 
species means that very limited legal action is possible 
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The impacts of pangolin poaching on the Namibian population of these secretive animals 
remain unknown. That the combination of poaching and other human influences such as electric fencing and 
habitat degradation must be having severe impacts appears beyond doubt. While pangolin poaching and trafficking in 
Namibia experienced a rapid increase over five years from 2015, it has fluctuated since then. Global trends are showing 
declines in both market values of pangolin products and volumes of pangolin seizures, but again with fluctuations1.

B2/4   Qpbdijoh boe uif qbohpmjo í bo jnnfbtvsbcmf dibmmfohf 

XIBU BSF UIF DIBMMFOHFT@
•	 Nfejb dpwfsbhf pg uif ijhi wbmvf pg qbohpmjo qspevdut- 

combined with misinterpretation of an early pangolin 
bxbsfoftt dbnqbjho pggfsjoh dbti sfxbset í sbuifs uibo 
bduvbm- jo.dpvousz efnboe í jt cfmjfwfe up ibwf esjwfo 
uif jojujbm tqjlf jo qbohpmjo qpbdijoh jo Obnjcjb/

•	 Qbohpmjot bsf tnbmm- tfdsfujwf boe mbshfmz opduvsobm- nbljoh 
cpui sftfbsdi boe qspufdujpo ejgûdvmu< lopxmfehf pg uif 
obujpobm tubuvt pg uif Obnjcjbo qbohpmjo qpqvmbujpo 
sfnbjot mjnjufe- dpnqmjdbujoh ubshfufe joufswfoujpot/

•	 Qbohpmjo qpqvmbujpot bsf cfjoh bewfstfmz bggfdufe cz b 
sbohf pg ivnbo jnqbdut- opu pomz qpbdijoh/

•	 Qbohpmjot bsf tmpx csffejoh- nbljoh uifn npsf 
tvtdfqujcmf up jnqbdut< uifz bsf bmtp ibsnmftt- tmpx.
npwjoh boe efgfodfmftt bhbjotu ivnbot/

•	 Bxbsfoftt pg uif tqfdjûd dpotfswbujpo offet pg 
Obnjcjbo qbohpmjot sfnbjot mjnjufe< gfx bdujpot bsf 
cfjoh ublfo up mjnju ivnbo jnqbdut puifs uibo qpbdijoh/

•	 A national management strategy for pangolins has not 
zfu cffo ûobmjtfe ps jnqmfnfoufe/

•	 Xijmf ju jt cfmjfwfe uibu njtqfsdfqujpot bnpohtu svsbm 
dpnnvojujft- sbuifs uibo jo.dpvousz efnboe- dpoujovf 
up esjwf Obnjcjbo qbohpmjoh qpbdijoh- voefufdufe usbef 
networks may exist, and impacts of illicit trade may be 
nvdi ijhifs uibo tfj{vsf tubujtujdt tvhhftu/

XIBU BDUJPOT NJHIU IFMQ@
•	 Tufso efufssfou tfoufodft efmjwfsfe cz uif dpvsut evsjoh 

2022 and 20242 (accompanied by media coverage of the 
sentences) are believed to have contributed to declines 
in registered cases in those years; consistent, ongoing 
deterrence could thus facilitate lasting suppression of 
qbohpmjo qpbdijoh jo Obnjcjb/

•	 Uif DPWJE.2: qboefnjd dsfbufe b tibsq hmpcbm 
focus on the transmission of wildlife pathogens to 
humans; this included indications that some pangolin 
populations may have acted as intermediate hosts to 
the virus3; these factors could have contributed to the 
hmpcbm efdmjof jo qbohpmjo usbgûdljoh< beesfttjoh hmpcbm 
health risks should continue to constitute a priority in 
dpvoufsjoh xjmemjgf dsjnf/

•	 Ten years of arrests and seizures related to pangolins in 
Obnjcjb ibwf opu jefoujûfe jo.dpvousz usbef ofuxpslt< 
opportunities exist to counter local drivers and suppress 
the establishment of external trade links by implementing 
b qbohpmjo nbobhfnfou tusbufhz uibu tfflt up; 
•	 assess the status of the national pangolin population
•	 bttftt esjwfst pg qbohpmjo usbgûdljoh jo Obnjcjb
•	 change community perceptions related to pangolins
•	 reduce inadvertent human impacts on pangolins
•	 fotvsf npsf ubshfufe qbohpmjo qspufdujpo/
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While elephant populations in many parts of Africa have been decimated, Namibian elephant 
numbers are at their highest in more than a century1. After the sharp spike in 2016, poaching losses were 
rapidly suppressed to low levels, and have remained so over the past five years. While cases of ivory trafficking continue 
to be registered in Namibia (mostly from elephants poached elsewhere), human–elephant conflict exacerbated by high 
elephant numbers and human encroachment is currently considered a more pressing issue than elephant poaching.

B2/5   Fmfqibout boe jwpsz í b Obnjcjbo ejmfnnb

XIBU BSF UIF DIBMMFOHFT@
•	 Obnjcjbòt fmfqibou qpqvmbujpo jt nbef vq pg gpvs pomz 

qbsumz joufsmjolfe tvc.qpqvmbujpot- fbdi xjui ejggfsfou 
dpotfswbujpo boe qspufdujpo offet boe dibmmfohft/

•	 Xijmf qpbdijoh mpttft jo Obnjcjb bsf dvssfoumz cfmjfwfe 
up cf jodpotfrvfoujbm- b mbshf qspqpsujpo pg Obnjcjbòt 
fmfqibout bsf qbsu pg uif usbotobujpobm LB[B qpqvmbujpo- 
which is susceptible to regional poaching impacts (the 
nptu sfdfou LB[B tvswfz pg 3133 bttfttfe uif pwfsbmm 
population as stable2*/

•	 Hmpcbm tuvejft tipx b dmfbs efdmjof jo jwpsz qsjdft 
boe fmfqibou qpbdijoh cfuxffo 3126 boe 31323, and 
üvduvbujpot bu mpxfs mfwfmt gspn 3132 up 31354, yet there 
bsf tpnf joejdbujpot pg b sftvshfodf pg jwpsz usbgûdljoh6; 
elephants continue to be poached for ivory in southern 
Bgsjdb- boe jwpsz usbgûdljoh dpoujovft up cf sfdpsefe jo 
Obnjcjb- bmuipvhi sfhjtufsfe dbtft bsf tipxjoh b tufbez 
decline from the last peak of 2021; the ivory of several 
mbshf tfj{vsft jo Obnjcjb xbt dpoûsnfe bt psjhjobujoh 
gspn fmfqibout ljmmfe jo ofjhicpvsjoh dpvousjft/

•	 B ovncfs pg fmfqibout bsf ljmmfe jo Obnjcjb fbdi zfbs 
cz svsbm dpnnvojujft jo jodjefout pg ivnboífmfqibou 
dpoüjdu< njujhbujoh tvdi dpoüjdut jt dvssfoumz dpotjefsfe 
to be the greatest challenge for elephant protection and 
mbx fogpsdfnfou jo Obnjcjb/

XIBU BDUJPOT NJHIU IFMQ@
•	 Obnjcjbo qspufdujpo boe mbx fogpsdfnfou jojujbujwft 

sfmbufe up fmfqibou dsjnft ibwf cffo fggfdujwf í uif 
deployment of national security forces Kpjou Bouj.
qpbdijoh Vojut )KBQV* in key areas has suppressed  
poaching losses, while investigations, prosecutions 
boe efufssfou qfobmujft sfmbufe up jwpsz usbgûdljoh bsf 
believed to be contributing to the decline in registered 
dbtft- bssftut boe tfj{vsft jo Obnjcjb< dpoujovjoh 
undiminished with these initiatives is considered vital to 
qspijcju b sftvshfodf pg qpbdijoh boe usbgûdljoh/

•	 Jodsfbtjoh usbotcpvoebsz dpmmbcpsbujpo xjui 
neighbouring countries will facilitate wider disruption 
pg jwpsz usbgûdljoh opeft boe üpxt bdsptt uif 
tvcdpoujofou/

•	 Npsf fggfdujwf njujhbujpo pg ivnboífmfqibou dpoüjdut- 
including maintenance of elephant movement corridors 
and proven mitigating measures for crops and 
xbufsqpjout- xjmm njojnjtf ljmmjoh pg dpoüjdu fmfqibout/ 

•	 Npsf ubohjcmf cfofûut gspn xjmemjgf gps svsbm 
dpnnvojujft- ftqfdjbmmz uiptf bggfdufe cz ivnboí
fmfqibou dpoüjdut- xjmm gbdjmjubuf fmfqibou dpotfswbujpo/

•	 Fggfdujwf nbobhfnfou pg upvsjtn bdujwjujft sfmbufe up 
eftfsu.bebqufe fmfqibout pg uif Fspohp boe Lvofof 
sfhjpot xjmm jnqspwf dpotfswbujpo pg uijt qpqvmbujpo/
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Poaching for meat remains one of the central challenges in Namibia’s efforts to protect 
wildlife and counter crime. Since a 2019 peak, meat species as a group have consistently topped targeted species, 
in some years accounting for half of all registered wildlife cases. A steady decline in registered meat poaching cases over 
the past five years is contributing to an overall decline in registered wildlife cases. Yet the sector continues to dominate law 
enforcement efforts, impact wildlife populations, and adversely affect wildlife economies and rural livelihoods.

B2/6   Nfbu gps npofz- ps nfbu up fbu@

XIBU BDUJPOT NJHIU IFMQ@
•	 Because the markets for illegal game meat lie almost 

fydmvtjwfmz xjuijo Obnjcjb )jo tibsq dpousbtu up puifs 
wildlife crime sectors), the opportunity exists to address 
market demand and other drivers, rather than only 
dpvoufsjoh dsjnjobm bdujwjuz/

•	 Ovbodfe mbx fogpsdfnfou boe qsptfdvujpo dbo 
differentiate between cases driven by livelihood hardships, 
boe dbtft esjwfo cz mvtu gps jmmjdju qspûut í
•	 ensure uncompromising law enforcement related 

to highly organised poaching and laundering of 
bushmeat through legal sales outlets in urban centres

•	 fotvsf ûsn cvu bqqspqsjbuf mbx fogpsdfnfou sfmbufe 
up dbtft jowpmwjoh jnqpwfsjtife dpnnvojujft/

•	 Cspbefs tusbufhjft up sfevdf uif cvtinfbu usbef jodmvef;
•	 jnqspwjoh mfhbm bddftt up- boe cfofûut gspn- xjmemjgf í

•	 strengthen wildlife economies in community 
dpotfswbodjft- boe jnqspwf pxo.vtf hbnf 
meat access and distribution

•	 jodsfbtf ubohjcmf cfofûut gps qbsl ofjhicpvst
•	 improve conditions for freehold farm workers

•	 alleviating poverty and unemployment in rural areas 
and informal urban settlements

•	 ensuring affordable legal access to protein for 
jnqpwfsjtife dpnnvojujft/

XIBU BSF UIF DIBMMFOHFT@
•	 Cvtinfbu qpbdijoh jo Obnjcjb fodpnqbttft b cspbe 

spectrum of motives from the simple survival strategies 
pg jnqpwfsjtife dpnnvojujft up pshbojtfe dsjnf cz xfmm.
sftpvsdfe qfsqfusbupst joufou po jmmjdju qspûut/

•	 Xijmf cvtinfbu ibt cffo tipxo up dpousjcvuf up svsbm 
livelihoods in the short term through both food supply 
and cash income1, it ultimately undermines legal wildlife 
fdpopnjft boe fspeft mfhjujnbuf mjwfmjippe pqujpot/

•	 Dpnnfsdjbm.mfwfm cvtinfbu qpbdijoh jt b uzqjdbm 
pshbojtfe.dsjnf tfdups- vtjoh xfmm.ftubcmjtife dsjnjobm 
networks to poach, transport and launder meat into legal 
nbslfut- xjui fggfdujwf ubdujdt up fwbef mbx fogpsdfnfou/

•	 Mbx fogpsdfnfou dvssfoumz ejtqspqpsujpobmmz gpdvttft 
on bushmeat poaching amongst impoverished rural 
communities, where detection is easier, cases involve 
gfxfs tvtqfdut- boe usbgûdljoh ofuxpslt bsf npsf mjnjufe/

•	 Uif cvtinfbu tfdups jt qspof up tvctuboujbm voefs.
reporting, as many cases go undetected, incriminating 
fwjefodf jt pgufo njojnbm- boe sfqpsujoh jt tffo bt gvujmf/

•	 Bushmeat poaching targets wildlife wherever it occurs 
in proximity to people predisposed to poaching; in 
combination with rapid human population growth, 
habitat fragmentation, land degradation and other 
jnqbdut- uijt dbo joevdf esbtujd xjmemjgf efdmjoft/
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The illegal trade in wildlife and wildlife products is booming like few other global economic 
spheres, with environmental crime the fourth-largest criminal domain worldwide1. Local, 
regional and global efforts to counter wildlife crime have shown only limited results. Poaching and trafficking tactics 
continually adapt, and international markets keep evolving, including the growth of new sectors. With such powerful 
global forces at play, what can Namibia do to safeguard its valuable natural resources against illicit exploitation?

B2/7   Ufo zfbst po í xibu epft uif gvuvsf ipme@

XIBU EPFT UIF GVUVSF IPME@
•	 Obnjcjb jt sjdi jo ejwfstf obuvsbm sftpvsdft uibu bsf jo 

high demand, making this country a prime target for 
environmental crimes; wildlife conservation, protection 
boe mbx fogpsdfnfou xjmm offe up cf voxbwfsjoh/

•	 Bgufs ufo zfbst pg dsjtjt.mfwfm qpbdijoh boe xjef.sbohjoh 
dpvoufsnfbtvsft jo Obnjcjb- b ovncfs pg tfdupst bsf 
showing steady declines in registered criminal cases, yet 
global assessments warn that countercrime initiatives 
must continue to avoid resurgence2, which is indicated 
for some sectors by recent studies3/

•	 Sfqujmf usbgûdljoh jt b nbkps dpnqpofou pg uif hmpcbm 
illegal wildlife trade4< eftqjuf Obnjcjbòt sfqujmf ejwfstjuz 
and endemism6 í boe dmfbs joejdbujpot uibu jmmjdju usbef 
is taking place7 í uif tfdups jt opu sfdfjwjoh evf mbx 
fogpsdfnfou buufoujpo/

•	 The internet is rapidly becoming the preferred platform 
for an increasing component of the illegal wildlife trade, 
even for products such as ivory, previously sold on 
Asian markets7; law enforcement must take increasing 
dphojtbodf pg uijt tijgu up sfnbjo fggfdujwf/ 

•	 Jotjefst- qfpqmf xip bsf gbnjmjbs xjui uif mpdbujpo pg 
wildlife/products and measures to protect them, are a key 
enabler of wildlife crime7; suppressing insider involvement 
dbo cf bo fggfdujwf tusbufhz up joijcju xjmemjgf dsjnf/  

XIBU JOOPWBUJPOT NJHIU UVSO UIF UJEF@
•	 Criminal activity is based on the assumption that the 

rewards will outweigh the negative consequences of 
a crime; shifting that balance more heavily towards 
consequences will facilitate deterrence and reduce 
dsjnf< jnqpsubou btqfdut jodmvef;
•	 improvement of rural livelihoods and economies
•	 more rewarding and accessible legal alternatives
•	 ejwfstf boe ubohjcmf cfofûut gspn xjmemjgf
•	 sense of ownership over and pride in wildlife
•	 high likelihood of getting caught for crimes
•	 rejection of crime by communities
•	 diminished social status through guilty verdict
•	 dire consequences of legal penalties for crimes

•	 All wildlife crime consists of securing wildlife products 
through illicit means to supply those products to people 
who place a high value on them; enabling sustainable 
and affordable legal access to as many wildlife products 
bt qpttjcmf xjmm sfevdf jmmjdju efnboe/

•	 The internet and social media enable new avenues 
to reach global audiences and create awareness of 
uif tfwfsf boe gbs.sfbdijoh jnqbdut pg xjmemjgf dsjnf 
po Obnjcjbòt cjpejwfstjuz- hpwfsobodf- fdpopnz boe 
tpdjfuz< uijt qsftfout vojrvf pqqpsuvojujft up joüvfodf 
joufsobujpobm efnboe jo joopwbujwf xbzt/

Photo courtesy Wildscapes Namibia Research & Enhancement © 2025
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ARE WE STILL UNDERESTIMATING THE IMPACTS OF WILDLIFE CRIME?

After ten years of crisis-level poaching in 
Namibia, are the wide-ranging impacts of wildlife 
crime receiving the attention and action that 
they deserve?  Xjmemjgf dsjnf jt tp nvdi npsf uibo 
just the illegal capture or killing of an animal (or plant) 
gps npofz/ Uif jnqbdut pg xjmemjgf dsjnf dbo upvdi bmm 
aspects of human life, from personal health to national 
tfdvsjuz up hmpcbm fdpopnjft/

A dedicated publication was produced for target 
audiences in 2022 to summarise the key impacts of 
qpbdijoh ijhi.wbmvf tqfdjft jo Obnjcjb1, and the 
VOPED Xpsme Xjmemjgf Dsjnf Sfqpsu ûstu jodmvefe 
bo bobmztjt pg ñjnqbdut boe ibsntò jo jut 3135 fejujpo 
(absent from the two previous editions), as ‘better 
understanding of these harms can shape perceptions 
pg xjmemjgf dsjnfòt tjhojûdbodf boe jogpsn cpui qpmjdz 
sftqpotft boe qsjpsjuj{bujpo pg bdujpot/ò2

Tipsudpnjoht bu wbsjpvt mfwfmt pg dpvoufsdsjnf 
initiatives show that much broader awareness of the 
jttvft dbo tujmm cf bdijfwfe- jo Obnjcjb boe xpsmexjef/ 
The cascading impacts of wildlife crime are intricately 
joufsmjolfe- dpnqpvoejoh uifjs dpnqmfyjuz/

ïXjmemjgf dsjnf joüjdut voupme ibsn vqpo obuvsf- 
and it also jeopardizes livelihoods, public health, good 
hpwfsobodf boe pvs qmbofuòt bcjmjuz up ûhiu dmjnbuf 
dibohf-ð Hibeb Xbmz- Fyfdvujwf Ejsfdups pg uif 
VOPED- jt rvpufe bt tbzjoh jo uif qsftt sfmfbtf gps 
uif  Xpsme Xjmemjgf Dsjnf Sfqpsu 31353/ Uif sfqpsu 
ijhimjhiut uif dbufhpsjft pg ibsn voefs uisff ifbejoht/

Fowjsponfoubm ibsnt
•	 species overexploitation
•	 ecosystem impacts
•	 climate impacts
•	 dispersal of invasive species
Tpdjbm boe fdpopnjd ibsnt
•	 xfmm.cfjoh boe mjwfmjippet
•	 private sector costs and losses
•	 health risks
•	 harm to environmental defenders
Hpwfsobodf ibsnt
•	 undermining the rule of law
•	 loss of government revenues
•	 ûobodjbm dptut pg fogpsdfnfou
•	 harms from wildlife crime responses4/

Yet in order to receive due attention and suitable 
interventions, the impacts must be understood not as 
broad categorisations, but in high detail, and at all levels 
at which actions are conceived, planned and carried 
pvu/ Fwfo xifo uif uisfbut- jnqbdut boe ibsnt bsf 
analysed in detail, this information is rarely transferred 
joup dpvoufsnfbtvsft- ps pomz jo mjnjufe xbzt/

Obnjcjbo sftqpotft up xjmemjgf dsjnf dpoujovf up 
focus mostly on transgressions against environmental 
legislation, and more recently transgressions under the 
Qsfwfoujpo pg Pshbojtfe Dsjnft Bdu- xjui fnqibtjt 
po jmmjdju ûobodjbm sfxbset bddsvfe cz qbsujdjqbout/ Zfu 
transgressions against national laws are only one level 
pg jogsjohfnfou boe jnqbdu< puifst jodmvef í

B7.

Environmental crimes have impacts far beyond the death of individual animals.
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•	 violations of international protocols
•	 threats to sound governance and national security
•	 threats to individual, national and global health
•	 cost of wildlife protection and law enforcement
•	 erosion of conservation investments
•	 impacts on wildlife economies and livelihoods
•	 impacts on social structures and cultural values

Up dpnqpvoe nbuufst- Obnjcjbo mbx fogpsdfnfou 
tends to target the lowest tiers of participants in 
wildlife crime, a scenario that is mirrored by global 
ûoejoht í ñ/// uifsf jt npvoujoh fwjefodf gspn tuvejft 
jo ejggfsfou dpvousjft uibu mpxfs.mfwfm qbsujdjqbout bsf 
disproportionately targeted for criminal enforcement 
jo dpnqbsjtpo up ijhifs.mfwfm qbsujdjqbout boe uiptf 
pqfsbujoh bdsptt kvsjtejdujpot/ò6 Xijmf jnqpsubou bssftut 
pg ijhi.mfwfm- usbotobujpobm qbsujdjqbout jo sijop dsjnft 
boe mjwf.qmbou usbgûdljoh ibwf cffo bdijfwfe jo Obnjcjb- 
uiftf nblf vq b wfsz tnbmm qspqpsujpo pg upubm bssftut/

ñUif ñdbtdbef pg ibsn \///̂  jt sbsfmz sfqsftfoufe jo 
mfhjtmbujpo- qpmjdz ps fogpsdfnfou sftqpotft/ò7 The brief 
outline of impacts and harms provided in this section, 
and the more extensive evaluations in reports and 
media articles make it clear that ‘law enforcement alone 
xjmm opu foe xjmemjgf dsjnf \///̂  b npsf ipmjtujd bqqspbdi 
uibu jt npsf tpmvujpo.psjfoufe sbuifs uibo qspcmfn.
psjfoufe xjmm sfevdf Obnjcjbòt fowjsponfoubm- ivnbo 
and economic costs of wildlife crime, while including 
npsf svsbm Obnjcjbot jo uif xjmemjgf fdpopnz/ò7 

Community conservation has delivered notable 
sftvmut jo fobcmjoh ubohjcmf cfofûut gspn xjmemjgf boe 
gpsftu sftpvsdft gps Obnjcjbot mjwjoh jo dpnnvobm 

bsfbt- zfu dpoüjdujoh mboe.vtf qsjpsjujft- hpwfsobodf 
failures and systemic shortcomings continue to limit 
gvoebnfoubm jnqspwfnfout gps svsbm dpnnvojujft/ 
Campaigns to raise awareness and change attitudes 
amongst communities have achieved important 
successes, but awareness must be linked to meaningful 
mjwfmjippe pqujpot boe ubohjcmf cfofûut uibu pvuxfjhi 
uif dptut pg mjwjoh xjui xjmemjgf/

There is clearly an interface between wildlife 
crime harms and wildlife crime drivers. Nboz 
facets of wildlife crime, including many of its drivers 
boe jnqbdut- bsf jousjdbufmz joufsmjolfe/ Beesfttjoh pof 
btqfdu dbo ibwf b qptjujwf dbtdbejoh fggfdu/
•	 Fotvsjoh tpvoe hpwfsobodf boe njojnjtjoh 

dpssvqujpo tvqqsfttft b lfz fobcmfs pg dsjnf/
•	 Opu pomz tbgfhvbsejoh xjmemjgf- cvu tjhojûdboumz 

strengthening legal wildlife economies, legal access 
up xjmemjgf- boe ubohjcmf mfhbm cfofûut gspn ju- 
sfevdft jodfoujwft gps xjmemjgf dsjnf/

•	 Addressing some of the harms from wildlife 
crime responses, for example by shifting the law 
enforcement focus to dealers and kingpins and 
away from impoverished communities, avoids 
eroding positive attitudes to wildlife established 
pwfs nboz zfbst uispvhi dpnnvojuz dpotfswbujpo/

•	 Balancing some of the currently very high 
investments in wildlife protection and law 
enforcement with interventions that address 
socioeconomic needs amongst rural communities 
living in proximity to wildlife reduces incentives for 
xjmemjgf dsjnf/

Tangible benefits from wildlife for rural communities are a vital aspect of wildlife conservation and protection.
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10.1  REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION of REGISTERED CASES related to MEAT POACHING
	 during 2024

10.	 MEAT POACHING AND TRAFFICKING
	 TRENDS 2015–2024

Regional distribution of meat-poaching cases
•	 Statistics in the category meat poaching encompass giraffe, buffalo, zebras, antelopes and wild pigs.
•	 Meat poaching is prevalent right across Namibia, but case registration during 2024 was most prolific in the Zambezi Region.
•	 The map indicates the regions in which cases were registered, not necessarily where the crimes were committed. 
•	 Significant differences in the number of cases registered in various regions may be influenced by a range of factors, including:

•	 Wildlife densities are generally lower in the southern and central-northern regions than other regions of the country, resulting in fewer 
opportunities for meat poachers

•	 Different regions have varying degrees of wildlife protection; in some regions local landholders work more closely with law-enforcement 
personnel to report and follow up on poaching incidents than in other regions

•	 It is believed that there is a significant degree of under-reporting in meat-poaching cases, with registered cases giving a skewed reflection of 
the actual prevalence of meat poaching.



51

Meat poaching includes a range of motives, from commercial sale to obtaining food to eat;
species range from springhare to giraffe, with gemsbok (pictured) amongst the most popular targets;

current meat-poaching data reflects only cases involving giraffe, buffalo, zebras, antelopes and wild pigs,
although other wildlife, including birds, reptiles and small mammals, is also poached for meat.

Typical evidence of a meat-poaching case:
severed head, hooves, skin and entrails
of a poached gemsbok,
Namib–Naukluft National Park
Hardap Region, February 2024.
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10.2  CASES REGISTERED (meat poaching)

Meat poaching cases, arrests and convictions
•	 Cases registered related to meat poaching have escalated alarmingly from 2015 onwards to a massive spike in 2019; the downward trend 

since then is likely the result of a variety of factors, including an improved law-enforcement response to the escalation, a more concerted response 
by landholders who are working closely with NAMPOL and MEFT, and the effects of heightened police checks; anecdotal evidence indicates that 
there may be a high degree of under-reporting in this sector.

•	 Annual arrests vs. current conviction status (on 11 March 2025) indicates that the very high number of arrests has exceeded the ability 
of the judiciary to finalise cases and convict perpetrators; of the 3,049 suspects arrested since 2015, only 1,078 (35%) had been convicted by 
11 March 2025; Note: Convictions are shown in the year of arrest, not the year of conviction.

Interpretations and notes

10.3  ARRESTS versus CURRENT CONVICTIONS (meat) [current status 11 March 2025]
	 Arrests and convictions are shown by year of arrest; many convictions are achieved years after arrest, but are shown in the year of arrest.
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12.2  ARRESTS versus CURRENT CONVICTIONS (elephant) [current status 11 March 2025]
	 Arrests and convictions are shown by year of arrest; many convictions are achieved years after arrest, but are shown in the year of arrest.

12.3  SEIZURES (elephant)

Arrests, convictions and seizures related to elephant
•	 Annual arrests vs. current conviction status (on 11 March 2025) shows that convictions in elephant cases lag far behind arrests, with 

some cases from all years since 2015 still ongoing; spikes in arrests in 2019 and 2021 have increased the backlog and strained the judiciary; 
while arrests have declined in the past three years, so have convictions; arrests in recent years have in most cases been linked to ivory seizures; 
few poaching incidents have been recorded over the past four years, though arrests related to isolated poaching incidents have taken place; 
Note: Convictions are shown in the year of arrest, not the year of conviction.

•	 Seizures of ivory have dropped to the lowest level since 2016, although substantial fluctuations have been a feature of recent years; temporary 
reductions in 2020 (likely influenced by the COVID-19 pandemic) and 2022 (likely influenced by deterrent sentences of special courts) were 
followed by spikes in 2021 and 2023; while it is often difficult to trace the origin of ivory, most tusks seized in Namibia are believed to be brought 
into the country from animals killed elsewhere; collaborative transnational investigations as part of large ivory seizures in the Zambezi Region 
during 2023 confirmed neighbouring countries as the origin of the tusks.
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12.3  SEIZURES (elephant)

12.4  CURRENT CASE STATUS (elephant) [current status 11 March 2025]

12.5  TIME BETWEEN ARREST and CASE FINALISATION (elephant)
	 More and more old cases are being finalised in recent years, creating the false impression that case finalisation is getting slower.

Current case status and time between arrest and case finalisation in elephant cases
•	 Current case status (on 11 March 2025) generally shows a slow but positive finalisation trend in elephant cases; 79% of cases registered 

in 2015 have been finalised (73% with conviction, 27% without), while 21% were still ongoing; more recent years have progressively lower 
finalisation rates, as cases take time to be completed, yet the conviction rate of finalised cases remains relatively high; indeterminate indicates a 
current status that has not yet been defined in the database.

•	 Time between arrest and case finalisation has varied substantially for elephant cases, with some cases having taken six or more years to 
complete; the finalisation of very old cases in any particular year obviously increases the average for that year, in some instances significantly.
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12.6  Comparison of POACHING ESTIMATES versus ARRESTS (elephant)
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12.7  INCREASE in NAMIBIA’S ELEPHANT POPULATION

Year

Proactive law enforcement and conservation trends related to elephants
•	 Poaching estimates vs. arrests clearly show that while poaching incidents in Namibia have been successfully curbed to low levels, arrests 

remain comparatively high; the number of arrests per year has been closely related to seizures of ivory, rather than elephants poached in 
Namibia (see ivory seizures graph p. 64); much of the ivory seized in Namibia is believed to originate from elephants killed in other countries, 
with the ivory smuggled into Namibia for sale or onward trafficking.

•	 Increase in Namibia’s elephant population has been recorded through aerial surveys carried out in the years shown in the graph; 
most of Namibia’s elephant sub-populations have shown significant increases; the sub-populations in the eastern parts of the Erongo–Kunene 
Community Conservation Area, as well as those in Khaudum, Bwabwata, Mudumu and Nkasa Rupara national parks and adjacent communal 
farming areas have shown the greatest increases; while the population in Bwabwata, Mudumu and Nkasa Rupara moves freely across 
international borders, the other populations are relatively sedentary, with more localised, seasonal movements; the small number of desert-
adapted elephants of the western parts of the Erongo–Kunene CCA are most susceptible to human influences. 
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STATUS UPDATE – ELEPHANT PROTECTION IN NAMIBIA

ñCbtfe po uif mbuftu ftujnbuft- \Cputxbob- Obnjcjb boe 
[jncbcxf^ bsf ipnf up npsf uibo ibmg pg uif sfnbjojoh 
fmfqibout jo Bgsjdb/ò1 This assessment uses the results of the 
LB[B fmfqibou tvswfz pg 3133 uphfuifs xjui dpnqbsbujwf 
tvswfzt gspn puifs qbsut pg Bgsjdb/ Xijmf fmfqibout ibwf 
experienced severe declines across much of Africa, the 
LB[B fmfqibou qpqvmbujpo jt dpotjefsfe tubcmf xjui mpdbmjtfe 
üvduvbujpot2/ Uif fmfqibou qpqvmbujpot jo Obnjcjbòt qpsujpo 
pg LB[B- j/f/ jo uif Lbwbohp Fbtu boe [bncf{j sfhjpot- 
nblf vq pwfs 96& pg upubm fmfqibou ovncfst jo Obnjcjb/ 
Uif ifbmui pg Obnjcjbòt fmfqibout jt uivt ejsfdumz mjolfe up 
uif pwfsbmm ifbmui pg LB[Bòt fmfqibout/ Sfhjpobm qpbdijoh 
jnqbdut boe puifs joüvfodft xjmm bggfdu uif fmfqibout jo 
Obnjcjb- xjui uif qpqvmbujpo jo uif [bncf{j Sfhjpo npsf 
tvtdfqujcmf uibo uif pof jo Libvevn Obujpobm Qbsl boe 
bekbdfou bsfbt/ 

Obnjcjbòt pwfsbmm fmfqibou qpqvmbujpo ibt tjhojûdboumz 
increased and expanded in range over the past three 
decades, which must be considered a clear conservation 
tvddftt/ Uif cjhhftu jodsfbtft ibwf dpnf jo dpnnvobm mboet 
boe tubuf.qspufdufe bsfbt- qbsujdvmbsmz jo uif opsuifbtu/ 
Gfx fmfqibout pddvs po gsffipme mboe jo Obnjcjb- nptumz 
in very small, isolated groups that constitute a very limited 
dpnqpofou pg uif obujpobm qpqvmbujpo/

Bu b obujpobm mfwfm- Obnjcjbòt fmfqibout pddvs jo gpvs 
pomz qbsumz joufsmjolfe tvc.qpqvmbujpot- xijdi bmm ibwf uifjs 
particular dynamics, protection needs and challenges3/ Uif 
tnbmm- gsbhnfoufe qpqvmbujpo pg eftfsu.bebqufe fmfqibout 
jo uif Fspohp boe Lvofof sfhjpot jt fyijcjujoh ijhi dbmg 
npsubmjuz boe tpnf mpdbm qpqvmbujpo efdmjoft/ Ijhi mfwfmt pg 
disturbance and harassment through inappropriate tourism 
bdujwjujft bsf qspcmfnbujd- fybdfscbufe cz ivnboífmfqibou 
dpoüjdut xjui mpdbm dpnnvojujft/ B ovncfs pg jojujbujwft 
tffl up njujhbuf uiftf jttvft- cvu npsf offet up cf epof/ 
Ivnboífmfqibou dpoüjdut dpotujuvuf uif dfousbm dibmmfohf 
gps uif qpqvmbujpot pg uif Fmfqibou Ijhimboet boe bsfbt xftu 
pg Fuptib Obujpobm Qbsl jo uif Lvofof Sfhjpo/ Uif Fuptib 
population is at carrying capacity and direct management 
interventions may be required to avoid further habitat 
efhsbebujpo- ftqfdjbmmz jo uif wjdjojuz pg xbufsqpjout/

Uif efdmjof jo qpbdijoh jo Obnjcjb pwfs uif qbtu ûwf 
years is attributed largely to national security forces Joint 
Bouj.qpbdijoh Vojut )KBQV*- xijdi dpoujovf up cf efqmpzfe 
jo lfz fmfqibou sbohft/ Uif efufdujpo pg fmfqibou dbsdbttft 
through monitoring programmes is proving effective, and it 
is assumed that only a small number in remote areas may be 

pwfsmpplfe/ B ep{fo ps mftt fmfqibout mptu up qpbdijoh qfs 
zfbs pwfs uif qbtu ûwf zfbst- gspn b upubm qpqvmbujpo pg xfmm 
pwfs 35-111- dbo cf dpotjefsfe jotjhojûdbou/

Mbx fogpsdfnfou dpoujovft up sfhjtufs jnqpsubou 
sftvmut- qbsujdvmbsmz jo dpvoufsjoh jwpsz usbgûdljoh cfuxffo 
ofjhicpvsjoh dpvousjft boe Obnjcjb/ Tpnf qbsujdvmbsmz 
large ivory seizures of recent years have been proven to 
psjhjobuf gspn fmfqibout qpbdife jo puifs dpvousjft/ Tfj{fe 
ivory also includes tusks of unknown origin, some of which 
nbz cf Obnjcjbo- bt xfmm bt gpvoe jwpsz uibu ibt dmfbsmz 
xfbuifsfe jo uif xjme/ Jwpsz tfj{vsft boe sfmbufe bssftut jo 
Obnjcjb dpoujovf up tipx b tufbez efdmjof tjodf uif nptu 
sfdfou qfbl jo 3132/

Bddpsejoh up uif VOPED Xjmemjgf Dsjnf Sfqpsu 3135 
)dpwfst uif qfsjpe 3126í3132* ñBmm fwjefodf bqqfbst up 
point to a general decline in African elephant poaching 
pwfs uif mbtu efdbef /// Cz 3131- qsjdft bqqfbsfe up cf 
espqqjoh up ofx mpxt jo cpui Bgsjdb boe nptu pg Btjb/ 
Xijmf sfwfstbmt bsf bmxbzt qpttjcmf- ju bqqfbst qsphsftt 
ibt cffo nbef jo sfevdjoh uif üpx pg jmmfhbm jwpszò4/ B 
npsf sfdfou tuvez pg pqfo.tpvsdf tfj{vsf ebub up uif foe 
pg 3134 joejdbuft uibu jwpsz usbgûdljoh ibt bhbjo jodsfbtfe 
from the 2020 low; although annual seizure numbers are 
üvduvbujoh- uif bwfsbhf xfjhiu pg tijqnfout jt jodsfbtjoh6/ 
As is the case with many criminal sectors with continued 
market demand, apparent declines are usually followed 
cz sfofxfe ftdbmbujpo/ Dpvoufsnfbtvsft nvtu dmfbsmz 
dpoujovf xjuipvu mfuvq/

Irresponsible behaviour by the tourism industry exacerbates human–elephant conflict, 
particularly for local communities living with those elephants.

B10.

Photo courtesy Wildscapes Namibia Research & Enhancement
© 2025
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12.8  MAXIMUM versus ACTUAL FINES (elephant poaching)

12.9  MAXIMUM versus ACTUAL PRISON TERMS (elephant poaching)

Maximum versus actual sentences related to elephant poaching
•	 Namibian laws stipulate maximum penalties for all defined transgressions; the graphs show the gap between maximum sentences as stipulated 

in the relevant legislation, and actual sentences handed down by the courts; penalties may consist of a fine, a prison term, or both.
•	 Very few perpetrators have been convicted of elephant poaching in Namibia; a case in 2024 stands out with a prison sentence of eight years.
•	 The maximum sentences of N$ 25,000,000 and 25 years imprisonment have never been applied; these are generally reserved for complex 

crimes perpetrated by ruthless transnational criminals, not local community members.
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12.10  MAXIMUM versus ACTUAL FINES (elephant trafficking)

12.11  MAXIMUM versus ACTUAL PRISON TERMS (elephant trafficking)

Maximum versus actual sentences related to elephant trafficking
•	 Namibian laws stipulate maximum penalties for all defined transgressions; the graphs show the gap between maximum sentences as stipulated 

in the relevant legislation, and actual sentences handed down by the courts; penalties may consist of a fine, a prison term, or both.
•	 Elephant crimes prosecuted in Namibia consist mostly of ivory trafficking; much of the ivory is smuggled into Namibia from neighbouring 

countries for attempted sale; the origin of the ivory can only be ascertained in some cases.
•	 Many perpetrators of ivory trafficking arrested in Namibia are rural community members with limited financial means; high fines in these cases 

are ineffective, as the perpetrators are generally unable to pay even a relatively modest fine.
•	 While prison terms as high as 10 years have been pronounced, most sentences prior to 2022 have been much lower; the special courts held 

during 2022 delivered significant deterrent sentences, which raised the annual mean of fines and prison terms substantially; these have dropped 
again during 2023 and 2024.
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13.1  REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION of REGISTERED CASES related to RHINO during 2024

13.	 RHINO POACHING AND TRAFFICKING
	 TRENDS 2015–2024

Regional distribution of rhino cases 
•	 The largest rhino populations are found in Namibia’s national parks, yet rhinos occur in smaller populations in many parts of the country.
•	 The map indicates registered cases of rhino crimes, which may consist of rhino poaching, horn trafficking or a variety of other offences related 

to rhinos; the map does not reflect rhino distribution, nor necessarily where crimes occurred (cases are usually registered at the nearest police 
station to the arrest, seizure or carcass discovery; this may be in another region to where the original crime occurred).

•	 The Oshikoto Region showed the highest prevalence of rhino crimes during 2024, largely influenced by cases related to rhino poaching in Etosha 
National Park; proximity to trafficking nodes and routes for rhino products is likely an additional influence

•	 The prevalence of rhino crimes has shown regional shifts from year to year, based largely on shifting tactics and targets of criminals; during 2024, 
rhino crimes were recorded in 8 of Namibia’s 14 regions, highlighting the widespread nature of rhino crimes.
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Rhino poachers continue to be intercepted during their poaching missions;
during 2024 poachers were intercepted on more than a dozen different occasions,
mostly before they had managed to kill a rhino, which has saved numerous animals;

on other occasions, the poachers were intercepted before they could escape with the stolen horns. 

Hacked-off rhino horns seized together 
with diverse poaching paraphernalia;
2024.
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13.2  ARRESTS versus CURRENT CONVICTIONS (rhinos) [current status 11 March 2025]
	 Arrests and convictions are shown by year of arrest; many convictions are achieved years after arrest, but are shown in the year of arrest.

13.3  SEIZURES (rhinos)

Arrests, convictions and seizures related to rhinos
•	 Annual arrests vs. current conviction status (on 11 March 2025) highlights the challenges of achieving convictions in rhino cases; 

of 855 suspects arrested since the start of 2015, only 59 (<7%) had been convicted by 11 March 2025; the causes for this are complex – 
all rhino cases require PG guidance prior to prosecution, which lengthens the duration of the cases; pre-emptive arrests, as well as the 
arrests of aiders and abettors, are based largely on circumstantial evidence, making convictions more difficult; many suspects who have been 
arrested for rhino horn trafficking are able to secure excellent legal representation that seeks to block rapid convictions; linkages between 
rhino carcasses, used firearms and confiscated horns require forensic evidence, which takes time to secure; other factors also play a role; 
Note: Convictions are shown in the year of arrest, not the year of conviction.

•	 Seizures of rhino horns were low in 2024 compared to the high poaching losses; this indicates that the majority of horns from poached rhinos 
are quickly and successfully trafficked out of the country; low global rhino horn seizures further indicate that many horns successfully reach end 
markets1, and that illicit financial flows continue to drive poaching in Namibia.
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13.3  SEIZURES (rhinos)

13.4  CURRENT CASE STATUS (rhinos) [current status 11 March 2025]

13.5  TIME BETWEEN ARREST and CASE FINALISATION (rhinos)
	 More and more old cases are being finalised in recent years, creating the false impression that case finalisation is getting slower.

Current case status and time between arrest and case finalisation in rhino cases
•	 Current case status (on 11 March 2025) remains ongoing for well over 50% of cases registered in most years (see notes on opposite page 

for details on causes) reflecting the complexity of cases; rates of finalisation and conviction remain low; less than 25% of cases registered in any 
year have been finalised with convictions; a substantial percentage of cases have been provisionally withdrawn, struck from the roll or finalised 
without conviction; indeterminate indicates a current status that has not yet been defined in the database.

•	 Time between arrest and conviction shows the complexity of rhino crimes and the drawn-out nature of these cases; a case finalised in 2023 
that took more than 6 years to be completed represents the drawn-out case of 4 Namibians arrested in 2016 for poaching white rhinos.
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13.6  Comparison of POACHING ESTIMATES versus ARRESTS (rhinos)

13.7  PROPORTION of PRE-EMPTIVE ARRESTS  (rhino cases)

Proactive law enforcement and anti-poaching interventions related to rhinos
•	 Poaching estimates vs. arrests indicate the undiminished threat of rhino poaching, despite high numbers of arrests; the past three years have 

experienced continuously high poaching losses, despite similar numbers of arrests.
•	 Proportion of pre-emptive rhino arrests is a good indicator of the effectiveness of law enforcement; pre-emptive arrests are based on 

intelligence-led investigations that apprehend poaching gangs while they are conspiring to poach, but before they are able to kill a rhino; this 
saves the lives of numerous rhinos while still catching the would-be poachers.

•	 Dehorning of rhinos is used to make the animals uninteresting to poachers by shifting the risk-reward ratio in favour of law enforcement (the 
risk of arrest becomes much higher than the small reward of a rhino horn stub); dehorning must be repeated at regular intervals, as the horns 
grow back (similar to human fingernails); dehorning is extremely expensive, requiring expert teams and usually the use of helicopters and spotter 
aircraft; rhinos in high-risk areas are thus prioritised for dehorning.

Year

Year
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13.8 DEHORNING of RHINOS 

13.9  Ratios of rhino case types:
	 for rhino cases registered in 2024 	 Rhino case types

•	 Rhino cases are complex, ranging from horn seizures 
without link to a carcass, to discovery of carcasses 
without arrests, to discovery of carcasses with arrests, 
to pre-emptive arrests of intending poachers without a 
rhino being killed; all categories may involve arrests of 
various accomplices, aiders and abettors.

•	 Carcass discoveries may include old carcasses that 
are ascribed in the data as poached in a previous year

•	 Criminal cases related to old carcasses are registered 
as per date of discovery of the carcasses, and are 
ascribed as such in the data.

•	 Arrests related to old carcasses may be impossible.
•	 These factors can lead to confusing statistics.

Financial gain from rhino poaching and horn trafficking continues to drive poaching.
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13.10  CURRENT LEGAL STATUS of SUSPECTS (rhino cases) [current status 11 March 2025]

13.11  ANNUAL CONVICTION RATE (rhino cases)

Current legal status of suspects and annual conviction rate in rhino cases
•	 Current legal status of suspects (on 11 March 2025) in rhino cases is highly alarming; of all suspects arrested in any year, less than 20% had 

been convicted by 11 March 2025; of suspects arrested in 2015, only around 8% had been convicted, 9% were on bail, 79% were still in custody, 
while 4% had been released; over the years, a number of suspects have absconded or died; causes for the challenges in prosecuting rhino crimes 
are discussed in the notes on p. 72; indeterminate indicates a current status that has not yet been defined in the database.

•	 Annual conviction rate refers to the percentage of suspects in finalised cases who were convicted per year; this has varied considerably in rhino 
cases, with a 100% rate for 2016 and 2019, almost 90% in 2023, but less than 50% in 2021 and 2022, when over 50% of suspects were 
discharged; no convictions were achieved in 2015, 2017 and 2018 (the convicted status for suspects indicated for these years in the ‘Current 
legal status of suspects’ graph was achieved in subsequent years); it must be emphasised that very few rhino cases have been finalised (see 
‘Current case status’ graph, p. 73) and the resultant small dataset can create skewed perceptions.  
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STATUS UPDATE – RHINO PROTECTION IN NAMIBIA

Hmpcbm tfj{vsf tubujtujdt cfuxffo 3126 boe 3132 )cbtfe po b 
tuboebsejtfe tfj{vsf joefy* tipx sijopt bt uif bojnbmt nptu.
affected by the illicit wildlife trade, comprising 29% (pangolins 
tfdpoe bu 39&- fmfqibout uijse bu 26&*1/ Jo Obnjcjb- sijopt 
podf bhbjo gfbuvsfe bt uif nptu.ubshfufe xjmemjgf evsjoh 
3135 )tubujtujdt gps cpui xijuf boe cmbdl sijop dpncjofe*/   
Evsjoh uif zfbs- 94 sijopt xfsf sfdpsefe bt qpbdife boe 
215 dsjnf dbtft xfsf sfhjtufsfe- sftvmujoh jo 89 bssftut/ 
Nptu sfhjtufsfe dbtft dpotjtufe pomz pg uif ejtdpwfsz pg uif 
dbsdbtt pg b qpbdife sijop- bt zfu xjuipvu bo bssftu/ Pomz 
22 new court cases, in which arrests were achieved, were 
sfhjtufsfe/ Uijt jodmvefe 24 dpotqjsbdz.up.qpbdi dbtft- jo 
xijdi joufoejoh qpbdifst ibe opu zfu nbobhfe up ljmm/ Xijmf 
277 ipsot xfsf tupmfo gspn qpbdife sijopt- pomz 25 ipsot 
xfsf tfj{fe/ Gpvs dpvsu dbtft xfsf ûobmjtfe evsjoh 3135- bmm 
pg xijdi tufnnfe gspn dbtft sfhjtufsfe jo 3133 ps fbsmjfs/ 
Uif dpowjdujpo sbuf gps dbtft ûobmjtfe jo 3135 xbt 91&/

Qpbdijoh mpttft- dbtft boe bssftut ibwf sfnbjofe 
dpotjtufoumz ijhi pwfs uif qbtu uisff zfbst/ Dvssfou 
interventions are managing to suppress losses, but are 
opu nbljoh boz dmfbs hbjot jo ufsnt pg njojnjtjoh jnqbdut/ 
Joufsnjuufou bfsjbm tvswfzt boe puifs npojupsjoh fggpsut 
continue to lead to the discovery of carcasses of poached 
sijopt- tpnf b zfbs ps npsf pme/ Gps fybnqmf- sijop 
efipsojoh pqfsbujpot jo Fuptib Obujpobm Qbsl mfe up uif 
ejtdpwfsz pg 33 dbsdbttft pg wbsjpvt bhft jo fbsmz 3135/

Sijop qspufdujpo dmfbsmz sfnbjot ijhimz qspcmfnbujd/ 
Gfx sijop sbohft jo Obnjcjb bsf jnqfswjpvt up qpbdijoh 
jodvstjpot/ Uif bsfbt bsf tjnqmz upp mbshf boe dpnqmfy up 
fobcmf jnqfofusbcmf tfdvsjuz/ Jotjefs jogpsnbujpo po tfdvsjuz 
nfbtvsft boe sijop mpdbmjujft bsf dpodpnjubou dibmmfohft/ 
Ijhimz bdujwf npojupsjoh cz sijop sbohfst jt hfofsbmmz 
providing strong protection in community conservation 
areas (CCAs), although some rhinos were lost to poaching 
jo uif FspohpíLvofof DDB evsjoh 3135/ Sijop qspufdujpo 
on private reserves varies, based on factors including 
reserve size and accessibility, rhino numbers, and security 
jowftunfout/ Dvuujoh fehf ufdiopmphz jt dpoujovbmmz cfjoh 
deployed to improve protection and law enforcement, both 
jo tjuv boe sfnpufmz/ Zfu ufnqpsbsz hbjot bsf sfqfbufemz 
fspefe uispvhi bebqufe dsjnjobm ubdujdt/

Jowftujhbujpot dpoujovf up efmjwfs jnqpsubou sftvmut- 
xijdi evsjoh 3135 jodmvefe 55 qsf.fnqujwf bssftut jo 
dpotqjsbdz.up.qpbdi dbtft/ Uiftf voepvcufemz tbwfe b 
ovncfs pg sijopt gspn cfjoh qpbdife/ Beejujpobm bssftut 
through ongoing investigations in complex cases registered 
in previous years represent important successes and a clear 

tjho pg mbx fogpsdfnfou efufsnjobujpo/ Tfj{vsft pg wfijdmft 
boe ûsfbsnt vtfe evsjoh dsjnf bsf dsjujdbmmz jnqpsubou- bt 
bsf tvctfrvfou ûobodjbm jowftujhbujpot- qbsujdvmbsmz sfmbufe 
up uif Qsfwfoujpo pg Pshbojtfe Dsjnft Bdu )QPDB*/ Uif 
resultant forfeiture of unexplained wealth, including vehicles 
and large sums of cash, is becoming an important additional 
efufssfou up sijop dsjnft/

Qpps sftvmut jo sijop qsptfdvujpot boe dbtf ûobmjtbujpot 
bsf voepvcufemz dpousjcvujoh up uif tubuvt rvp/ Wfsz gfx pg 
the hundreds of suspects arrested have been convicted with 
appropriate sentences, while numerous repeat arrestees, 
ejtdibshfe ps gsff po cbjm- bsf bdujoh xjui bqqbsfou jnqvojuz/ 

Tdsvujojtjoh Obnjcjbo boe joufsobujpobm sijop dsjnft ebub 
can give a broad indication of horn volumes potentially 
cfjoh usbgûdlfe tvddfttgvmmz- boe uivt jmmjdju dbti üpxt mjlfmz 
bwbjmbcmf up Obnjcjbo dsjnjobm ofuxpslt/ Jo 3133- :5 sijopt 
xfsf sfdpsefe bt qpbdife jo Obnjcjb- xijmf pomz ûwf ipsot 
xfsf tfj{fe/ Pwfs 511 sijopt xfsf qpbdife jo Tpvui 
Africa2, while total known global seizures amounted to the 
ipsot pg bqqspyjnbufmz 97 sijopt evsjoh 31333/ Nptu ipsot- 
jodmvejoh uiptf gspn Obnjcjb- mjlfmz sfbdife foe nbslfut/

Cfdbvtf Obnjcjbòt sijop qpqvmbujpot bsf gsbhnfoufe 
jo ovnfspvt tvc.qpqvmbujpot pg ejggfsfou tj{ft- qpbdijoh 
jnqbdut fwfszxifsf bsf tjhojûdbou/ Mpttft bsf ibwjoh tfwfsf 
effects on population growth, and some small populations 
ibwf cffo xjqfe pvu/ Dvssfou mpttft dbo opu cf tvtubjofe/ 
Obnjcjbòt tubuvt bt uif dpvousz xjui uif tfdpoe.mbshftu 
sijop qpqvmbujpo mfgu po Fbsui jt po uif pof iboe b tjho pg 
tvddftt- zfu po uif puifs iboe ju nblft Obnjcjb b qsjnbsz 
ubshfu í boe uif tvddftt jt cfdpnjoh jodsfbtjohmz qsfdbsjpvt/

B11.

Very few of the horns from poached rhinos are ever recovered, either locally or globally;
illicit financial flows from successfully trafficked horns continue to drive poaching. 



78

13.12  MAXIMUM versus ACTUAL FINES (rhino poaching)

13.13  MAXIMUM versus ACTUAL PRISON TERMS (rhino poaching) 

Maximum versus actual sentences related to rhino poaching
•	 Namibian laws stipulate maximum penalties for all defined transgressions; the graphs show the gap between maximum sentences as stipulated 

in the relevant legislation, and actual sentences handed down by the courts; penalties may consist of a fine, a prison term, or both.
•	 Few perpetrators have been convicted of rhino poaching in Namibia; causes for the challenges in prosecuting rhino crimes are discussed in the 

notes on p. 72.
•	 Rhino poachers are mostly part of poaching gangs that have links to more extensive criminal syndicates; the aiders and abettors regularly 

arrested as part of a poaching incident may be prosecuted for charges other than rhino poaching.
•	 Rhino poaching often leads to a range of transgressions, including illegal entry into a protected area, the use of illegal firearms, criminal gang 

activity, trafficking, racketeering and money laundering; additional charges and the related sentences may not all be reflected in the below graphs.
•	 The significant jail terms imposed on 11 rhino poachers in two separate cases finalised in 2023 are reflected below.
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13.14  MAXIMUM versus ACTUAL FINES (rhino trafficking)

13.15  MAXIMUM versus ACTUAL PRISON TERMS (rhino trafficking)

Maximum versus actual sentences related to trafficking of rhino horns
•	 Namibian laws stipulate maximum penalties for all defined transgressions; the graphs show the gap between maximum sentences as stipulated 

in the relevant legislation, and actual sentences handed down by the courts; penalties may consist of a fine, a prison term, or both. 
•	 Very few perpetrators have been convicted of rhino horn trafficking in Namibia; causes for the challenges in prosecuting rhino crimes are 

discussed in the notes on p. 72.
•	 The 20-year prison terms imposed on four Chinese in 2019 remain the most significant sentences for rhino horn trafficking.
•	 Rhino crimes are complex and often include a range of charges other than illegal possession and dealing of rhino products; additional charges 

and the related sentences may not all be reflected in the below graphs.
•	 The sentences for possession of or dealing in rhino horns imposed during 2024 included fines of N$ 100,000 and jail terms of 60 months (five 

years).
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14.1  REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION of REGISTERED CASES related to PLANTS during 2024

14.	 PLANT POACHING AND TRAFFICKING
	 TRENDS 2015–2024

Regional distribution of plant cases 
•	 Plant cases can currently be divided into three categories:

•	 timber (occurring mostly in the far northeast, especially in the northeastern Otjozondjupa, Ohangwena, Kavango and Zambezi regions)
•	 live plants (mostly rare and endemic succulents, occurring in the arid west and south)
•	 devil’s claw (used for medicinal purposes, occurring in sandy soils across much of Namibia except for the arid west)

•	 The map indicates registered cases of plant crimes, which may consist of illegal harvesting of plants, trafficking of plant products, illegal 
possession of plant products or other offences related to plants; the map does not reflect plant distribution, nor necessarily where crimes occurred.

•	 Regional distribution of cases varies significantly from year to year, although the very small number of currently registered cases (seven cases 
registered across six regions in 2024) skews the apparent prevalence in any one region.
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Namibia’s indigenous pachycauls (plants with distinctly swollen stems)
generally occur at very low density in isolated locations, and are extremely slow-growing;
when these plants are poached in large numbers, the impact on the population is severe;

  susceptible species can be poached to extinction in a short time.

Seized consignment of kobas
(Cyphostemma spp.)
Khomas Region, December 2024.
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	 IMPORTANT NOTES
	 ON INTERPRETING NAMIBIAN WILDLIFE CRIME DATA 

Please read these notes carefully to avoid misinterpretation of information:

1.	 Wildlife crime statistics are compiled on a weekly, monthly, quarterly and annual basis. They are generated at a given point in 
time from data which is continuously updated on a daily basis.

2.	 	Statistics released of any particular period are not exhaustive. Case reports from regions may be received after the closure of 
that reporting period.  These are added retroactively, which influences overall statistics.

3.	 	Retroactive reporting will be reflected in compounded statistics (monthly, quarterly, annual). There may thus be slight 
discrepancies between weekly, monthly, quarterly and annual reports.

4.	 Some duplication of data may occur between regional and national reporting. This is identified during final data entry and may 
lead to a reduction in some totals in some instances.

5.	 	The latest reporting period will always have the most up-to-date information.  Always refer to the latest report available.  If a 
discrepancy raises questions, please enquire about it with the MEFT.

6.	 Unless specifically noted otherwise, the number of elephants and rhinos recorded as poached in a particular reporting period is 
based on estimated date of death of the animal, not date of discovery of the carcass. Statistics of carcasses generally present 
a number of problems:
•	 	carcasses may be discovered a long time after the death of the animal (sometimes years);
•	 	the date of death of the animal may be difficult or impossible to determine;
•	 	some carcasses may never be discovered.
Presenting statistics of carcasses based on estimated date of death is equally problematic, as statistics need to be adjusted 
retroactively when carcasses that are estimated to be quite old are discovered. This means that figures presented in this report 
may differ from figures previously published by the MEFT. Reported numbers of animals poached always constitute a minimum.

7.	 Statistics of registered cases related to the discovery of carcasses of poached rhinos are based on the date of discovery of the 
carcass, even when the carcass is very old and the poaching loss is assigned to a previous reporting period. This means that the 
number of cases of carcasses discovered in a particular reporting may be much higher than the number of poaching losses assigned 
to the same period. As a considerable number of carcasses of poached rhinos are discovered without an arrest or seizure related 
to them being made, cases of carcass discovery are included in some data to reflect accurate overall case numbers.

8.	 	Many wildlife crime cases involve complex investigations, often over longer periods of time, which may or may not lead to the 
arrest of suspects.

9.	 	Suspects can only be charged with an offence if there is clear, prima facie evidence against them, which can be used in a 
court of law.

10.	 	Suspects are regularly arrested in possession of contraband, including illegal wildlife products and illegal firearms. These are 
often linked to previously reported poaching incidents, or in some cases to incidents that were previously unknown, but are 
uncovered through the arrest. All illegal items, and any other objects of relevance, are seized and used as evidence in court 
cases.

11.	 	When suspects are found in possession of any contraband, such as illegal wildlife products, firearms or ammunition, the vehicles 
in which they transported those items may be seized as instrumentality in the commission of the alleged offence.

12.	 	Follow-up investigations may lead to the additional seizure of firearms used in particular poaching cases, or other illegal firearms 
kept by the suspects. This may in turn lead to new cases being registered.

13.	 	The origin of seized wildlife products can not always be determined; animals may have been poached in Namibia or in 
neighbouring countries. This is of particular relevance in the Kavango and Zambezi regions of Namibia.

14.	 	Illegal wildlife products are regularly smuggled into Namibia from neighbouring countries, either for attempted sale in Namibia, 
or in transit to other destinations.

15.	 	After an initial arrest, investigations in many cases continue for longer periods of time (sometimes several years) and may lead 
to further arrests or seizures of contraband. This may in turn lead to new cases being registered.

16.	 Court cases, like investigations, may be drawn out over several years. Direct links between arrest and conviction statistics for any 
one year should thus not be made (unless a link is specifically noted as part of a statistic). Cases involving several suspects may 
be separated into multiple court cases, which can result in differences between the number of registered cases and court cases.

17.	 	Information on active cases is often extremely sensitive and can not be released to the public, as this would jeopardise 
investigations. All information that can be released will be made readily available to the public on request.

A4.
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Government
Anti-Corruption Commission
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Water & Land Reform
Ministry of Defence and Veterans Affairs
	 Namibian Defence Force
Ministry of Environment, Forestry & Tourism
	 Directorate of Forestry
		  National Botanical Research Institute of Namibia
	 Directorate of Wildlife & National Parks
		  Wildlife Protection Services Division
			   Intelligence & Investigation Unit
	 Game Products Trust Fund
Ministry of Finance and Social Grants Management
	 Financial Intelligence Centre
	 Namibia Revenue Agency
		  Directorate of Customs & Excise
Ministry of Home Affairs, Immigration, Safety & Security
	 Namibian Police Force
		  Directorate of Criminal Investigations
			   Protected Resources Division
				    Protected Resources Subdivisions
				    Stock Theft Subdivisions 
				    Criminal Investigation Units
Ministry of Justice and Labour Relations
	 Office of the Attorney-General
		  Office of the Prosecutor General
			   Environmental Crimes Unit
			   Money-Laundering Unit
			   Asset Forfeiture Unit

NGO umbrella organisations
Namibian Association of CBNRM Support Organisations
Namibian Chamber of Environment

Non-government organisations
African Wildlife Conservation Trust
Integrated Rural Development & Nature Conservation
Intelligence Support Against Poaching

Legal Assistance Centre
Namibia Animal Rehabilitation, Research & Education Centre
Namibia Nature Foundation
Pangolin Conservation and Research Foundation
Rooikat Trust
Save the Rhino Trust
WWF In Namibia

International NGOs and funding agencies
Bureau of International Narcotics & Law Enforcement 
	 Affairs, USA
Global Environment Facility
Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau
TRAFFIC
United States Agency for International Development
United States Department of Agriculture - Forest Service
Wildcat Foundation
WWF

Local communities
Communal conservancies
	 Communal farmers
Freehold conservancies
	 Freehold farmers
Black-rhino custodians
White-rhino owners

Private industry
General business community
Mining industry
Tourism & conservation-hunting industries

The government welcomes all constructive stakeholder 
engagement. Support from Namibian companies and 
individuals is overwhelmingly positive and extremely wide-
ranging.  While it is impossible to mention all contributions 
here, each contribution is gratefully acknowledged.

Namibian Partnerships against Environmental Crime (N–PaEC) is a broad coalition between 
government agencies, NGOs, private sector, local communities, international funding agencies 
and the general public. Disregard for all laws gives criminals an edge, as conservation and law enforcement 
agencies need to adhere to rules and regulations. By working together and creating strong partnerships across a 
broad range of institutions and individuals, N–PaEC can significantly reduce the criminal edge.

Through N–PaEC, the ministries of Environment, Forestry and Tourism and Home Affairs, Immigration, Safety and 
Security seek to engage all concerned stakeholders in the fight against wildlife crime. The below list is not exclusive 
and should be continually expanded to strengthen Namibia’s conservation and law enforcement efforts.

	 LIST OF CURRENT PARTNERSA5.
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A6.	 ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

ACC	 Anti-Corruption Commission

AG	 Attorney-General

AML	 anti-money-laundering

APU	 Anti-poaching unit

AWCT	 African Wildlife Conservation Trust

BRCP	 Black Rhino Custodianship Programme

BRTT	 Blue Rhino Task Team

CCPCJ	 Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice

CFT	 combating the financing of terrorism

CID	 Criminal Investigations Directorate, NAMPOL

CITES	 Convention on International Trade in Endangered

	 Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

CPA	 Criminal Procedure Act

CR	 Crime Register

ECC	 Environmental Crimes Court of Namibia, officially 

	 ‘Otjiwarongo Magistrates Court for Environmental Crimes’

ECU	 Environmental Crimes Unit (Office of the PG)

ENP	 Etosha National Park

ESAAMLG	 Eastern and Southern Africa Anti-Money Laundering Group

FIC	 Financial Intelligence Centre

FT	 financing of terrorism

GEF	 Global Environment Facility

GPTF	 Game Products Trust Fund, MEFT

ICCWC	 International Consortium on Combating Wildlife Crime

IG	 Inspector General (Namibian Police Force)

IIU	 Intelligence and Investigation Unit, MEFT

INL	 Bureau of International Narcotics and

	 Law Enforcement Affairs, USA

INTERPOL	 International Criminal Police Organization

IRDNC	 Integrated Rural Development and Nature

	 Conservation

ISAP	 Intelligence Support Against Poaching

IUCN	 International Union for Conservation of Nature

IWCD-N	 Integrated Wildlife Crime Database of Namibia

IWT	 illegal wildlife trade

JAPU	 Joint Anti-Poaching Unit

K9	 Dog units, Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism

KAZA	 Kavango–Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area

KfW	 Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau

LAC	 Legal Assistance Centre

LEA	 law-enforcement agency

MAFWLR	 Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Water and Land Reform

MEFT	 Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism

MEFT–IIU	 MEFT Intelligence and Investigation Unit

MEFT–K9	 Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism Dog Units

MHAISS	 Ministry of Home Affairs, Immigration, Safety and Security

MDVA	 Ministry of Defence and Veterans Affairs

MFSGM	 Ministry of Finance and Social Grants Management

ML	 money laundering

MJLR	 Ministry of Justice and Labour Relations

NAC	 Namibia Airports Company

NACSO	 Namibian Association of CBNRM Support Organisations

NAMPOL	 Namibian Police Force

NAMPORT	 Namibian Ports Authority

NamRA	 Namibia Revenue Agency

NAPHA	 Namibia Professional Hunting Association

NARREC	 Namibia Animal Rehabilitation, Research and

	 Education Centre

NBRI	 National Botanical Research Institute of Namibia, MEFT

NCE	 Namibian Chamber of Environment

NDF	 Namibian Defence Force

NGO	 Non-government organisation

NNF	 Namibia Nature Foundation

NPFSI	 Namibian Police Forensic Science Institute

N–PaEC	 Namibian Partnerships against Environmental Crime

OPG	 Office of the Prosecutor General

OOJ	 Office of the Judiciary

PCRF	 Pangolin Conservation and Research Foundation

PG	 Prosecutor General

PG–ACU	 Prosecutor-General Anti-corruption Unit

PG–ECU	 Prosecutor General’s Environmental Crimes Unit

POCA	 Prevention of Organised Crimes Act

PRD	 Protected Resources Division, NAMPOL

PRSD	 Protected Resources Sub-Division, NAMPOL (regional)

SADC	 Southern African Development Community

SMART	 Spatial Monitoring and Reporting Tool

SRT	 Save the Rhino Trust

UNODC	 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

USAID	 United States Agency for International Development

USDA	 United States Department of Agriculture

WCO	 World Customs Organisation

WISC	 Wood Identification and Screening Centre

WPSD	 Wildlife Protection Services Division, MEFT

WWF	 World Wildlife Fund
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A7.	 NOTES AND REFERENCES
Uif jogpsnbujpo jo uijt sfqpsu jt cbtfe po ebub dpnqjmfe wjb uif Joufhsbufe Xjmemjgf 

Dsjnf Ebubcbtf pg Obnjcjb- bt xfmm bt sfmbufe ûstu.iboe jogpsnbujpo boe pctfswbujpot 
cz qfstpoofm gspn uif CSUU- NFGU- OBNQPM boe PQH/ Beejujpobm tpvsdft pg 
jogpsnbujpo bt joejdbufe cz uif sfgfsfodft uispvhipvu uif sfqpsu bsf mjtufe cfmpx/ 
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uif dpqzsjhiu ipmefs- qspwjefe uibu uif tpvsdf jt gvmmz bdlopxmfehfe/

Tvhhftufe djubujpo;
Government of the Republic of Namibia. 3136/ Wildlife Protection and Law Enforcement in Namibia: National Report 
for the Year 2024/ HSO- Xjoeipfl/

Ebub;	 Joufhsbufe Xjmemjgf Dsjnf Ebubcbtf pg Obnjcjb
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		  evsjoh bduvbm mbx fogpsdfnfou pqfsbujpot boe nbz uivt ibwf rvbmjuz efûdjut/

Mbzpvu ' Ufyu;	 Cmvf Sijop Ubtl Ufbn

Uijt qvcmjdbujpo ibt opu cffo gpsnbmmz fejufe/
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