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Rhino conservation: A rhino poached at the weekend has become a tragic er_f1blem of thé Red Mountain dispute. Photo:
Supplied

hree community conservancies in north-western Namibia — Doro! Nawas, Sorris
Sorris and Uibasen Twyfelfontein — reignited their opposition to mining inside

https://mg.co.zal/the-green-guardian/2025-10-26-namibias-red-mountain-conflict-deepens-after-rhino-poaching-incident/



https://www.facebook.com/MailGuardian/
https://twitter.com/mailandguardian/
https://www.instagram.com/mailandguardian/
https://www.youtube.com/user/MGOnlineVideo/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mail-&-guardian
https://www.tiktok.com/@mailandguardian
https://www.threads.net/@mailandguardian
https://careers.mg.co.za/
https://careers.mg.co.za/
https://careers.mg.co.za/
https://careers.mg.co.za/
https://careers.mg.co.za/
https://careers.mg.co.za/
https://careers.mg.co.za/
https://careers.mg.co.za/
https://mg.co.za/newsletters/
https://mg.co.za/newsletters/
https://mg.co.za/newsletters/
https://mg.co.za/newsletters/
https://mg.co.za/newsletters/
https://mg.co.za/newsletters/
https://mg.co.za/newsletters/
https://mg.co.za/newsletters/
https://mg.co.za/subscribe/
https://mg.co.za/subscribe/
https://mg.co.za/subscribe/
https://mg.co.za/subscribe/
https://mg.co.za/subscribe/
https://mg.co.za/subscribe/
https://mg.co.za/subscribe/
https://mg.co.za/subscribe/
https://mg.co.za/
https://mg.co.za/
https://mg.co.za/
https://mg.co.za/
https://mg.co.za/
https://mg.co.za/
https://mg.co.za/
https://mg.co.za/
https://mg.co.za/
https://mg.co.za/shop?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://mg.co.za/shop?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://mg.co.za/shop?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://mg.co.za/shop?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://mg.co.za/shop?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://mg.co.za/shop?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://mg.co.za/shop?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://mg.co.za/shop?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://careers.mg.co.za/?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://careers.mg.co.za/?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://careers.mg.co.za/?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://careers.mg.co.za/?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://careers.mg.co.za/?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://careers.mg.co.za/?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://careers.mg.co.za/?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://careers.mg.co.za/?utm_medium=marquee&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=top_promo
https://mg.co.za/the-green-guardian/2025-10-26-namibias-red-mountain-conflict-deepens-after-rhino-poaching-incident/
https://mg.co.za/the-green-guardian/2025-10-26-namibias-red-mountain-conflict-deepens-after-rhino-poaching-incident/
https://mg.co.za/the-green-guardian/2025-10-26-namibias-red-mountain-conflict-deepens-after-rhino-poaching-incident/
https://mg.co.za/the-green-guardian/2025-10-26-namibias-red-mountain-conflict-deepens-after-rhino-poaching-incident/
https://mg.co.za/the-green-guardian/2025-10-26-namibias-red-mountain-conflict-deepens-after-rhino-poaching-incident/
https://mg.co.za/the-green-guardian/2025-10-26-namibias-red-mountain-conflict-deepens-after-rhino-poaching-incident/
https://mg.co.za/the-green-guardian/2025-10-26-namibias-red-mountain-conflict-deepens-after-rhino-poaching-incident/
https://mg.co.za/the-green-guardian/2025-10-26-namibias-red-mountain-conflict-deepens-after-rhino-poaching-incident/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuAGNOVFaaC2Fiw8kvkWIKDW_0405yms58FUXhdlLLvIkEfuePIw7S96fZd1WlA0HTbOC2K_Z7zQ7dAyHLuIaW3xky-ApGLM9O1ECntFg2BL5HZ3TeoR9qnSDVpvYrJQ0y2gxHhC5IyMhsltEFpAa9aa6zfGegI37MmZZYVquEr02SyT5Zcq5VJOqNkkLznJjbMN5GoCGCB7widSApMV4mrIYNf-0ud9NY-PrJDuYorc-WaFlEL_98We2T1-k0oi3GDsT6aV_Gwc6pB5p8DRYrt76u-zEgGehrSZusy7C7eNG5LN1IFnMhwUB2mKi6MBqbOwpm7tk49SRPJtLy7gvkKvZqjGHqIW8Dm9M4qSMhgnCkAb0Owxs46VHcpD-TLe-nE0hr5oLiNaK6z9hq_X1Dg9Ljx&sai=AMfl-YTo59QL5ovY9r-8dzUv9YBfBDBoSDgJSa2TJ61vDsVxJSJnvpz-0MTPCuhLJ0X7lM4mSkZznLyUvvG4JX9Xr8gsbJd5FxkD3lFaxhUid0yzGS-Y3Rz-nZoqr_YWzKb_HO8Pcuc7LiRj1qIIU8Cs5FOsoSoy5XOOvGEezB64--CICKCalMeFK7c6K7D5qBoAEmpBs_EsR_6jXFAZ5CJQpOApYOcFDJEmDVCvJ6dt_OMlmSDr_hhU&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEmMLnoNgZca&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.istore.co.za/trade-in-cash-back%3Futm_source%3Dmailandguardian%26utm_medium%3Dsponsoredcontent%26utm_campaign%3DQ126_Sponsored_content%26utm_term%3DAwareness%26utm_content%3DQ126_MoreAtiStore_iPhoneAir_ROSdisplaybanners&nm=4
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuAGNOVFaaC2Fiw8kvkWIKDW_0405yms58FUXhdlLLvIkEfuePIw7S96fZd1WlA0HTbOC2K_Z7zQ7dAyHLuIaW3xky-ApGLM9O1ECntFg2BL5HZ3TeoR9qnSDVpvYrJQ0y2gxHhC5IyMhsltEFpAa9aa6zfGegI37MmZZYVquEr02SyT5Zcq5VJOqNkkLznJjbMN5GoCGCB7widSApMV4mrIYNf-0ud9NY-PrJDuYorc-WaFlEL_98We2T1-k0oi3GDsT6aV_Gwc6pB5p8DRYrt76u-zEgGehrSZusy7C7eNG5LN1IFnMhwUB2mKi6MBqbOwpm7tk49SRPJtLy7gvkKvZqjGHqIW8Dm9M4qSMhgnCkAb0Owxs46VHcpD-TLe-nE0hr5oLiNaK6z9hq_X1Dg9Ljx&sai=AMfl-YTo59QL5ovY9r-8dzUv9YBfBDBoSDgJSa2TJ61vDsVxJSJnvpz-0MTPCuhLJ0X7lM4mSkZznLyUvvG4JX9Xr8gsbJd5FxkD3lFaxhUid0yzGS-Y3Rz-nZoqr_YWzKb_HO8Pcuc7LiRj1qIIU8Cs5FOsoSoy5XOOvGEezB64--CICKCalMeFK7c6K7D5qBoAEmpBs_EsR_6jXFAZ5CJQpOApYOcFDJEmDVCvJ6dt_OMlmSDr_hhU&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEmMLnoNgZca&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.istore.co.za/trade-in-cash-back%3Futm_source%3Dmailandguardian%26utm_medium%3Dsponsoredcontent%26utm_campaign%3DQ126_Sponsored_content%26utm_term%3DAwareness%26utm_content%3DQ126_MoreAtiStore_iPhoneAir_ROSdisplaybanners&nm=4

11/20/25, 3:18 PM Namibia’s Red Mountain conflict deepens after rhino poaching incident — The Mail & Guardian

<) LOGIN / REGISTER

areas with the ministry of environment, forestry and tourism.

The zone, jointly administered by the three conservancies, supports desert-adapted black rhinos,
elephants and other species and draws eco-tourism revenue that sustains hundreds of rural
households. But the same landscape is now targeted for tin and base-metal extraction.

Since 2024, government-issued claims and mineral exploration have expanded across Kunene,
triggering protests and legal challenges from the conservancies.

In June 2025, Andrada Mining Limited entered into an ore-supply and profit-share agreement with
Goantagab Mining, a Namibian-owned company whose claims fall within the Red Mountain Joint
Management Area. The agreement allows Andrada to source up to 240 000 tonnes per year of high-
grade tin ore, averaging about 1.5 % tin, to supplement feedstock for its processing plant in Erongo
Region.

The three conservancies have since filed petitions to the high court, the ministry of environment,
forestry and tourism, that of mines and energy, and the Anti-Corruption Commission, demanding an
immediate stop to all mining operations in the area.

They argue that the activities violate environmental clearance conditions and undermine Namibia’s
flagship community-conservation model. Their petition, signed by more than 800 members, also
calls for the removal of the Environmental Commissioner, alleging “gross violations” of the
Environmental Management Act by authorising mining in a protected zone.

“We do not hunt in this area, we do not collect firewood in this area, we do not graze livestock in this
area, and we do not even live in this area. It is a sanctuary, a protected area designated to benefit
future generations,” the conservancies said.

They said the ministry’s failure to intervene has led to habitat disturbance, increased vehicle access
and, most recently, poaching.

The discovery of the rhino carcass on 19 October amplified their warnings. Rhino rangers found the
carcass covered with a tarpaulin. Human footprints and tyre tracks — likely from a Land Cruiser —
were found nearby.

The ministry, non-governmental organisation Save the Rhino Trust (SRT), the Namibia Police Force,
and conservancy teams launched a joint tracking operation with a helicopter deployed to follow leads.
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Amid the outrage, Andrada Mining issued a statement denying any wrongdoing and reaffirming that

its operations were fully compliant with Namibian law.

“The Goantagab mining claims are legally registered to Namibian citizens, Timoteus Mashuna and
Ottilie Ndimulunde, whose rights were granted by the ministry of mines and energy, and the ministry
of environment, forestry and tourism in line with all applicable legislation. Goantagab Mining
operates as the duly authorised agent of the claim owners,” it said, adding that it “categorically rejects
allegations of environmental or legal violations” and remains committed to “full regulatory
compliance and responsible sourcing”.

The company said any suggestion that its agreements contributed to rhino poaching or
environmental damage was “unfounded and misleading”.

The company further noted that its ore-supply and profit-share agreement, announced on 17 June,
remains subject to all commercial and environmental conditions precedent and no mining activity
can occur without final clearance.

Still, critics argue the government’s approval of the deal — and its apparent reluctance to suspend
licences pending court review — has undermined trust in environmental governance.

The conservancies and partner NGOs insist that mining within custodianship zones violates the
purpose of Namibia’s community-based natural resource management framework, which has been
globally praised for balancing conservation with rural livelihoods.

The dispute has also drawn in traditional authorities. Daure Daman Traditional Authority chief
Zacharias Seibeb has accused conservationists and tour operators of blocking local development and
warned Ultimate Safaris, a prominent tourism operator, to stop opposing mining or face eviction
from his communal area. He said his community faces mass unemployment and cannot afford to
reject projects promising 300 jobs.

“If Ultimate Safaris and others are not willing to coexist with mining, I will request the environmental
ministry to relocate these three rhinos to Etosha Pan in the interest of generating 300 jobs for my
people,” Seibeb wrote in a letter to the company.

Ultimate Safaris argues that mining and rhino protection are incompatible, citing a Save the Rhino
Trust study that found open-pit mining noise drives rhinos away from their core habitat.
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the fight for survival.

Andrada Mining, for its part, insists it is being unfairly implicated in a conflict between competing
land-use visions.

The broader question — how Namibia will reconcile its conservation reputation with growing
resource-development pressure — now looms larger than ever. Whether through courts or policy
reform, the Red Mountain case will likely define how the country balances the pursuit of minerals
with the protection of its most endangered wildlife.

Tags: Andrada Mining Limited, Black Rhino Poaching, Black Rhinos, Doro! Nawas Conservancy, Eco-Tourism,
Goantagab Mining, Kunene Region, Namibia, Namibian Police Force, Nampol, Red Mountain Joint Management
Area, Rhinos, Save The Rhino Trust, Sorris Sorris Conservancy, Sustainable Development, The-Green-Guardian, Tin
Mining, Uibasen Twyfelfontein Conservancy, Wildlife Protection
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