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Table S1: Number of bird mortalities, from collisions and undetermined causes, recorded through the 

year on four surveyed power lines in southern Namibia. Scientific names on Table 1 

 

Common name 
 Nov–Jan Feb–Apr May–Jul Aug–Oct 

Totals 
kV Summer Autumn Winter Spring 

Ludwig’s Bustard 66 1 0 1 0  

 132 9 3 22 6  

 220 9 12 12 1  

 400 15 9 10 2  

  Subtotal 34 24 45 9 112 

Kori Bustard 66 0 0 0 0  
 132 2 0 0 0 

 

 220 3 2 0 1 
 

 400 7 0 4 4 
 

  Subtotal 12 2 4 5 23 

Unidentified bustards 66 0 1 0 0  
 132 1 0 0 0 

 

 220 0 0 1 0 
 

 400 1 1 0 0 
 

  Subtotal 2 2 1 0 5 

Karoo Korhaan 66 0 0 1 0  
 132 0 0 0 1 

 

 220 0 0 2 0 
 

 400 2 0 1 0 
 

  Subtotal 2 0 4 1 7 

Northern Black Korhaan 66 0 0 0 0  
 132 0 0 1 0 

 

 220 2 1 0 0 
 

 400 0 0 0 0 
 

  Subtotal 2 1 1 0 4 

Unidentified korhaans 66 0 0 0 0  
 132 1 0 0 0 

 

 220 0 0 0 0 
 

 400 0 0 0 0 
 

  Subtotal 1 0 0 0 1 

Secretarybird 66 0 0 0 0  
 132 0 0 0 0 

 

 220 2 0 0 0 
 

 400 1 0 0 0 
 

  Subtotal 3 0 0 0 3 

Lappet-faced Vulture 66 0 0 0 0  
 132 0 0 0 0 

 

 220 0 0 0 1 
 

 400 0 0 0 0 
 

  Subtotal 0 0 0 1 1 

White-backed Vulture 66 0 0 0 0  
 132 1 0 0 0 

 

 220 0 0 1 0 
 

 400 0 0 0 0 
 

  Subtotal 1 0 1 0 2 
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Common name 
 Nov–Jan Feb–Apr May–Jul Aug–Oct 

Totals 
kV Summer Autumn Winter Spring 

Martial Eagle 66 0 0 0 0  
 132 0 0 0 0 

 

 220 1 0 0 0 
 

 400 0 0 0 0 
 

  Subtotal 1 0 0 0 1 

Black-chested Snake Eagle 66 1 0 0 3  
 132 0 0 0 0 

 

 220 0 0 0 0 
 

 400 0 0 0 1 
 

  Subtotal 1 0 0 4 5 

Pale Chanting Goshawk 66 0 0 0 0  
 132 0 0 0 0 

 

 220 0 0 0 0 
 

 400 0 0 0 1 
 

  Subtotal 0 0 0 1 1 

Lesser Flamingo 66 0 0 0 0  
 132 0 0 0 0 

 

 220 1 0 2 0 
 

 400 0 0 0 0 
 

  Subtotal 1 0 2 0 3 

Unidentified flamingos 66 0 0 0 0  
 132 0 0 0 0 

 

 220 0 1 4 0 
 

 400 0 0 0 0 
 

  Subtotal 0 1 4 0 5 

Pied Crow 66 0 0 0 0  
 132 0 0 0 0 

 

 220 1 0 0 1 
 

 400 0 0 0 0 
 

  Subtotal 1 0 0 1 2 

Unidentified crows 66 3 0 0 0  
 132 0 0 0 0 

 

 220 0 0 0 0 
 

 400 0 0 0 0 
 

  Subtotal 3 0 0 0 3 

Unidentified large birds 66 6 2 0 0  
 132 5 0 0 0 

 

 220 2 0 0 1 
 

 400 3 0 0 0 
 

  Subtotal 16 2 0 1 19 

Total  80 32 62 23 197 
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Figure S1: Power line capacities and configurations monitored for bird collision mortality in 

southern Namibia. Tower and conductor dimensions for the lines were provided by NamPower. 

 

66 kV power line 

The 66 kV line ran between Lüderitz and Rosh Pinah. Towers were five-pole wooden structures with the 

conductors in a horizontal configuration. The towers lacked stay wires, except on bends, and there were 

no earth wires. The survey distance was 95.3 km, divided into three sections over a total distance of 

173 km, with the first two in the far west located in the Tsau ||Khaeb National Park.  

 

132 kV power line 

The 132 kV line ran west-east between Noordoewer and Ariamsvlei. Towers were guyed steel 

monopoles in a ‘stand-off’ configuration. Each tower was guyed with four stay wires, and a single earth 

wire (also called a ‘shield wire’) ran above the three main conductors. The survey distance was 81.1 km, 

divided into two sections over a total distance of 85 km; the short gap between the two sections passed 

through the village of Warmbad.  
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220 kV power line 

The 220 kV line ran north-south from Keetmanshoop to south of Grünau. Towers were steel lattice 

structures without stay wires, and there were two earth wires running above the main conductors. The 

main conductors themselves comprised paired cables kept 20 cm apart by horizontal separators. The 

survey distance was 91.4 km, divided into two sections over a total distance of 223 km.  

 

400 kV power line 

The 400 kV line ran south-west between Keetmanshoop and Ariamsvlei. Towers were V-shaped steel 

lattice structures, with four stay wires running to the ground. There were two earth wires running above 

the main conductors. Each main conductor comprised a bundle of four cables held together in a square 

configuration. The survey distance was 81.4 km, divided into two sections over a total distance of 

199 km.  

 

 


