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Figure 4: Present Ecological State of priority wetlands compared to the desired state.

Figure 3: The conservation status of the various vegetation types grouped according to their biome     
               status. The numbers in the graph indicate the number of vegetation types per biome in 
               each threat category.
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Species Biodiversity 
Indicator

Target 2013 
measure

Target 
Assessment

Trend 
Assessment

Leatherback 
turtle 
Dermochelys 
coriacea

Number of 
individual 
adult females 
recorded in 60 
km monitoring 
area

Stable to 
increasing 
trend over 
last 8 years

65 Achieved Stable

Number of 
completed 
nesting events 
per km 
patrolled per 
night in 13 km 
index area

Stable to 
increasing 
trend over 
last 8 years

0.03 Achieved Stable

Species Biodiversity 
Indicator

Target 2013 
measure

Target 
Assessment

Trend 
Assessment

Loggerhead 
turtle
Caretta caretta

Number of 
individual adult 
females re-
corded in 60 km 
monitoring area

Stable to 
increasing 
trend over 
last 8 years

757 Achieved Increasing

Number of com-
pleted nesting 
events per km 
patrolled per 
night in 13 km 
index area

Stable to 
increasing 
trend over 
last 8 years

1.4 Achieved Increasing
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Table 9.  The number of vegetation types falling into protection categories for each biome in KZN

1 IOCB – Indian Ocean Coastal Belt 

Figure 10:  Proportional protection levels of vegetation types per biome (IOCB = Indian Ocean Coastal Belt).

5.2. Protection Levels of Terrestrial 
 Ecosystems 
Of all KZN vegetation types, 44.5% fall into the poorly 
protected category (< 10% protected) or worse.  
Non-forest vegetation types have 53.8% falling into 
the poorly protected or worse category whilst forest 
vegetation types have 13% falling into the poorly 
protected or worse category.  Only 26 vegetation 
types (25.7 % of all vegetation types) occurring in 
KZN are considered fully protected (Appendix 30, 
Table 9, Figure 10).

Grassland and savanna vegetation types are the least 
well protected with more than 74% of the grassland 

and 57% of the savanna vegetation types falling 
into Poorly Protected or worse categories.  Forest 
types were the best protected with the majority of 
categories falling into the Moderately Protected 
category or better.  Non-forest vegetation types 
have 29.5% fully protected whilst forest vegetation 
types have 13% fully protected.

Given that the target is to have all vegetation types 
at least moderately protected the target is 
Not Achieved.

Protection Category Grassland Savanna IOCB1 Wetlands Forests Total

Not Protected 6 3 0 2 0 11

Nominally Protected 5 5 1 1 1 13

Poorly protected 9 3 1 6 2 21

Moderately Protected 1 5 2 5 17 30

Fully Protected 6 3 2 12 3 26

Total 27 19 6 26 23 101
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