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There are two basic ways to carry out bira atlassing @

l) to work for a long time within =z single atlas square try-
ing to find ali the species that occur there and 2) to move
frequently from square to sguare obtaining records from each.,
The first method is most switable for atlassing the sguare in
which you live, the second is suitable for day or weekend
trips into new country. Recently bothh methods have been used
to atlas birds in the Winchoek-Okahandja area.

On Sunday 14 November a party of 15 p2ople drove to Farm Frau-
enstein, east of Vindhoek for a bird and braai day. In all,
70 species were seen,; JC in-the la afternoon after many
peonle had returned iome, Highliigh of this days birding were
e pair of Giant Tagle Owls (P X seen roostinp in the late
afternoon. Attracted to thew by a Thanting Goshawk ( 165
which appeared to mobbing them we were able to approach suffi-
ciently closely to see the colour of their evelids, At tae
farm itself a pair of rurple Rollers (R 4l%; was busy bring-
ing large grasshoppers to a niole in =z workshop wall where we
presumed theyv anad a brood of young., Tin the esrly alterncon a
Wahlberg's sagle {2 1}7), which mas a nest in the garden of
the farm, was watched attacking = x Airican Hawk-Zzzle
(R lUl) whicii. chanced to flv ftoo close to the Fformer's nest.
Very late in the afteinoon whilist saonped to observe Greveacked
Finchlarks (R 585)Y and Anteating Chats (R 575) we were lucky
to spot a Secretary 3ird {R 105). There was some excitemert
at the very end of the day as we tried to zet our species votal
for thie atlas scuare up to a rounded 70. This was achieved by
finding both Sabota Larl: (& L6C) and Fawncoloured Lark (» Lzg)
in the same field - a nice onportunity for learning how to se-
parate the two species. S :
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On 27 and 28 Wovember, with J3en Riekert, I made a roand atlas-
sing trip east from Windkoek then north through Xapps Farm-HNeu-
damm read and finally circiing west to Von Bach sSam and Gross-
Barmen where we slept. The following day the circuit was com-
npleted by driving east from Gross~Zarnen and then south along
very hot, dry and dusty backroads to the Xhomas Hochland road
before returning to Tindhoek. The strategy on tuis trip was
mainly to .drive until some Lird was seen and then stop and iden-
tifyv it, and also to <drive until we found a likely looking spot
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The second day was less exciting and considerably hotter and
dustier. The best locality frequented was the Xlein-Barmen hot
springs, which fore 2 fine ocesis in toe dry landscape and where
we found a variety of waders and terbirds, This trip showed

how common some of our endemic birds cer bhe with lLonteiros Horn-
bills (2 220} and Thitetailed Shrikeflycatchers (72 726) beeing
seen in many sguares., Lo all 13% species were seen in 17 atlassed
squares witii a range per square of 13-70 species,
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