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As Israel struck Qatar, South Africans saw echo of last decade of apartheid

In the 70s and 80, South Africa bombed or raided Zambia, Angola, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Mozambique.

Ismael has attacked eight nations this year.

By Gershwin Wanneburg

onda Perez remembers the diy South Africss apartheid
egime bombed a refugee camp in the Zambian capital,
Lusaka, during an air raid.
I was in the mid-1980s. Perez was working as a dentist at a bocal
hoapital at the time and saw about 10 victims browght in on trucks
serving as makeshift ambulances. One of the victims is etched in
her memory.
I stood in casumlty and 1 watched people come in with wounds,
horrible wounds” seld Perez, now 69. "One man that I remember
had blood spurting ... so obviowsly it hit an artery or something
out of his back... There was blood all over the show and it was
really horrible to book at”
That day Perez sabd the South African Defence Force (SADF)
had meant to strike members of Umnkhonto we Stzwe (MK, the
military wing of the African National Congress (ANC), which led
the sir to end racist white minority rude in South Africa in
1994, But they hit civilians instead,
Perez, who was an ANC member living in exile after fleeing South
Africa In the 1970s due to her political activities, witnessed several

SADF bomb d raids across reglonal ries at the time.
She says the Lusaks raid was ene of many such "mistaked”
it itted bythe apartheid For her

- and many cheervers posting on social n:eniu - those bombings
also have shades of the Israeli military's attack on Qatar kst week,
which aimed to kit the leadership of Palestinian group Hamas,
armon g them senior leaders Khalil al-Hayya and Khaled Meshaal,

Insiead, it killed al-Hayya's son, Humam, as well as an aide, three
bodyguards, and a Qatarl security officer. in 2 residential suburb
in Dhoha thatis also home toembassies, chools and s permarkets,
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The attck came at a time when Catar| officials, who are central
mediators in talks between Tsracl and Hamas, had been trying o
broker a ceasefire in Gaza, whﬁtlsnei hu killed more than 65,000

people since | g ks war on the F tWo yeans
aga. A United ations inquiry and Leading scholars have declared
the killings in Gaza a genocide, Larecls occupation of the West
Bank has also become increasingly violent, and it has lunched
attacks on nelghbouring countries. citing varous threats. Over a
72-hour period this month, Ismel strick Palestine, Temen, Syria,
Lebanon, Tanisia and Qutax

“This military escalation is reminiscent of the brigal assaults the
apartheid regime launched on its neighbours in the decade or s
before its demise, analysts note, as it attacked countries Indudlng
Zambia, Angpla, Namibia, Zimbab and M

Like Lsrael today, aparthed South Africa justified mmﬂzions L
necessary to fight its “wmors” enemics, a claim which helped
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both countries win support from the United Sttes. “Similar to
Tsraels recent actions, South Africa's military action abroad relisd
on turgeted attacks against ANC lesdership and safehouses, as
well as other activists,” said Sonja Theron, a lecturer in security
studies at the University of Pretora. Apartheid sssassinations
included shootings and bombings, with civilians often caught in
the crosstire.

“The disregard for nternational law, particolady sovereignty,
Is also similar” Theron noted. Ower the last two years, Israel has
struck and killed Hamas members in Iran and Lebanon, while its
military also bombs sites associated with Hezbollah and Yemers
Houthis, groups it says it targets for their support of Hamas.
Chvilians have also been killed in these attacks.

Similarly, apartheid South Africds cross-border aftacks aimed
o newtralise the MK and other mgioml Bberation crganisations
which were granted refuge and support by the “front-line states™, a
loese coalition of African countriescommitied to ending apartheid
and white minority rule.

An ‘Intimate connection

Ohbserversnote that the parallelsbetween Prime Minister Benjamin
Netan yahu's tin Israel and the apartheld are far
from colncidental

Apartheid was offidally instituled in South Africa in 1948, the
same year the state of lsrael was born.

Both nations used religious |ustification o promote an
ethnonationalist declogy, and both defined themselves by their
struggle againit a similar enery, with the apanheid National Party
and the Zlonkst state eachvie wing themselvesasan cassof Western
dvilisation surrounded by hostile native peoples, researchers sy
Alfazeera.com
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Fuel Stations Urged to
Embrace EV Charging Ports

conomist Josel Kefas Sheehama has

advised entrepreneurs, particularly

those who operate fuelling service sta-
tions, lo begin instaling charging ports lor
electric vehicles (EVs).

He belisves this initiative presents a valu-
able opportunity, rather than solely focusing
on traditional fuel sales.

" your station is located in an area with
existing electric vehicle owners, now is the
time 1o learn how charging ports operale
and consider installing one. il your business
does not adapt to developments in technol-
ogy, you will be left behind,” he cautioned.

He urged service station owners to embrace
innovation and upgrade their tacilies, as-
serting thal those who fail 1o install charging
ports risk losing business.

"I understand that the transition may be

ing and costly, but it is far better
than the risk of losing customers who switch
1o electric vehicles in the future. Thus, it's

Sheehama also acknowledged that E\I"J
tend to be expensive, particularly for
low-income eamers who might be inter-
ested in them. He noted that il green hy-|
drogen technology becomes more prev-
alent in the country together with
solar panals, many individuals can irutali
charging points at their homes, allowil
them to charge their vehicles more afford-|
ably.

“The g needs to subsidise elec-
tric vehicles or create lax incentives
make them more alordable. However,
some individuals may prefer to obse
the performance and safety of EVs bafor
making a purchase,” he axplained.

Furthermore, retraining is essential to en-|
sure that employees al service stationg
are not left without jobs, as the country
gradually transitions. Similarly, computer
science and technology analyst Aron in-
dongo echoed Sheehama's sentiments|
sharing a similar message to service sta-
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tion owners.

important to acknowledge that not all vehi-
cles will be electric hybrid cars, which can
run on fuel and are also rechargeable, but
will still play a significant role,” he stated.

aboul EVs and stressed the necessity for
"Those who supply luel are also becoming marketing initiatives to raise awareness. "Car
aware of technological advances, and they dealers should organise more showcases for
may eventually transform fuel energy inlo elec- potential buyers to lest drive these vehicles
trical energy, possibly even supplying electri- and actively promote the benelits ol electric
cal batteries for charging instead of traditional cars. This is crucial for generatling interast,
fuel,” he mentioned. Indongo emphasised that otherwise, many will hesitate lo invest in a car
now is an opportune moment for service sta- they know little about,” he said.
tion owners to research charging ports 1o pre-
vent potential losses in the future.

Sheehama shared this insight with Eagle
FM following the City of Windhoek's recent
inauguration ol an EV charging port as part
of its "Zero Emissions Week."

He also made note of the opportunity for indi-
viduals to pursue courses in machanical and
When asked how molorists can be incenbvised electrical vehicle technology. aligning their
to purchase electric vehicles, Indongo noted careers with this ging trend and enabling
that numerous people are still uninformed them 1o maintain these vehicles effectively.

He said public awareness regarding the
ransition to elecinc vehicles should be en-
hanced lo reduce reliance on fossil fuels
and enhance environmental sustainability.
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No More Exclusive Arrangements in
Telecommunication Infrastructure

he Communications Regulatory Au-

thority of Namibia (CRAN) has stat-

ad that tha high court ruling on the
exclusive infrastructural use arrangement
between the two telecommunication giants
and NamPower has cemented its stance
on telecommunications infrastructure in-
clusivity.

Hargals

This was stated by the telecommunication
sector regulator this week.

On 31 July 2025, the High Court delivered
its judgement regarding the tripartite lease
agreement of June 2012 between MTC,
Telecom Namibla, and NamPower. The
Court ruled that clause 3.2 of the agree-
ment between the 3 parties, the automatc
renewal clause, was invalid under Regula-
tion 17(2)(b) of tha Infrastruchire Sharing
Regulations.

CRAN commaended the ruling for confirm-
ing the legal termination of the agreemeant
on 31 May 2022 when its 10-year term ex-
pired

“This judgemant providaes clarity on the ap-
plication of Namibia's Infrastructure Shar-
ing Regulations. It affirms that exclusive
agreements for access to essential facili-
ties such as fibre networks are not permis-
sible," CRAN wrote in a statement

CRAN chief executive Emilia Nghikembua ex-
plained that the exclusive arrangement by the
3 entities undarmines competition and prevents
other licenced operators from gaining fair ac-
cess to critical infrastructure, contrary o the
principles ol fairness, non-discrimnation, and
open access

“The ruling ensures that
operalors seeking access
to infrastructure are ac-
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the deployment of broad-
band and nexi-generation
technologies, and expand
coverage into undersarved
areas

Consumers will benefit di-
ractly from greater choice,
improved service quality,
and more affordable con-
nectivity,” Nghikembua
stated.

In 2012, NamPaower, MTC,
and Telecorm Namibia en-
tered atripartite agreement
for the lease of NamPow-
ar's dark fibre for lelacom-
municabions services.

This agreement granted
MTC and Telecom axclu-
sive access to NamPow-
er's fibre and included an
automatic ronewal clause
thal perpetually extended
the agreemant.

In 2022, CRAN received a complaint from
MTN Business challenging the legality of tha
agreament. CRAN intervenad by declaring
the exclusivity and automatic renewal provi-
sions void, refusing to recognisa the continu-
ation of the agreement beyond its initial term

According to CRAN, the agreement en-
trenched dominance and undermined con-
sumer wellare by restricting competition,
delaying infrastructure rollout, and limiting
aflordable access

MTC and Telecom Namibia challenged
CHAN's decision belore the High Court, al-
leging procedural unfarness and dispuling
the validity of Regulation 17{2)(b).

CRAN filed a counter-application, seek-
ing confirmation that the automatic renewal
clause was void and that the agreement had
legally ended on 31 May 2022

The regulatory authority explains that t act-
ed to uphold the integrity of Namibia's reg-
ulatory framework, saleguard consumer
interests, and promote fair competition by
ensunng that access 1o fibre infrastructure is
govemed by openness and non-discrimina-
tion. CRAN added that the latest judgement
strengthens Namibia's digital ecosystem and
supports the country’s national digital trans-
formation and economic development goals.

Al the same time, the regulatory body noted
that the ruling also reinforces CRAN's man-
dale to promole compelition, ensure equita-
ble access, and advance the growth of a dy-
namic and inclusive digital sconomy
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