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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) was appointed by the Otjozondjupa 

Regional Council to undertake the Environmental Assessment (EA) process for the 

proposed Tsumkwe Settlement Landfill located in Tsumkwe Settlement, Otjozondjupa 

Region. 

As part of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process, a public consultation 

programme was undertaken to ensure that Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) were 

informed of the proposed development and provided with an opportunity to raise 

concerns, comments, and recommendations. 

This Issues and Response Report (IRR) records all comments and issues raised during the 

consultation process and demonstrates how these issues have been addressed within the 

Environmental Assessment. 

2. LEGAL CONTEXT 

This Issues and Response Report has been prepared in accordance with the requirements 

of the Environmental Management Act, 2007 (Act No. 7 of 2007) and the Environmental 

Impact Assessment Regulations of 2012. 

The report specifically complies with the provisions of Regulations 21, 22, and 23 of the EIA 

Regulations. These regulations require that public participation be undertaken during 

environmental assessments to ensure transparency and stakeholder involvement. They 

further require that all comments and concerns raised by stakeholders be documented and 

that responses to these issues be provided. The preparation of this report therefore forms 

an important component of the environmental assessment process and demonstrates 

compliance with the legislative requirements governing environmental management in 

Namibia. 

3. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

The purpose of this Issues and Response Report is to document all concerns, comments, 

and suggestions raised by Interested and Affected Parties during the public consultation 

process undertaken for the proposed landfill development. The report also demonstrates 

how the inputs received from stakeholders have been considered and addressed during 

the environmental assessment process. 

The report promotes transparency and accountability by ensuring that stakeholder views 

are formally recorded and integrated into the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and 

Environmental Management Plan (EMP). In doing so, the report supports informed 

decision-making regarding the proposed development. 

 



4 
 

4.  SUMMARY OF STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
4.1. Public Participation Activities 

A public participation process was conducted to inform stakeholders about the proposed 
landfill development and to provide an opportunity for them to comment on the project. 
The process included several consultation activities such as email notifications, newspaper 
advertisements, placement of public notices, and a public consultation meeting. 

Email notifications were distributed on 07 January 2026 to relevant institutions and 
stakeholders to formally inform them of the proposed project and to invite them to submit 
comments or register as Interested and Affected Parties. 

Public notices were also placed in newspapers to reach a wider audience. Advertisements 
were published in the New Era Newspaper on 07 and 21 January 2026; and in the Windhoek 
Observer Newspaper on 07, 08, 14, and 16 January 2026. These notices provided 
information about the project and details on how stakeholders could submit comments or 
register as Interested and Affected Parties. 

Site notices were placed in prominent locations within Tsumkwe Settlement during January 
2026. These included the site, Tsumkwe Settlement Office, local shops, the police station, 
and the Otjozondjupa Regional Council Head Office in Otjiwarongo. The purpose of these 
notices was to inform community members about the proposed project and encourage 
participation in the consultation process. 

A public consultation meeting was held on 06 February 2026 at the Tsumkwe Settlement 
Office. The meeting provided community members and stakeholders with an opportunity 
to discuss the project, raise concerns, and obtain further information about the proposed 
landfill development. 

Activity Date Location / Medium Description 

Email Notification 
(Annexure A) 

07 January 2026 
Email and hardcopies of 
BID distribution to 
institutions and parties 

Formal notification of the 
proposed project and invitation 
to submit comments 

Registration of 
Project at MEFT  
(Annexure B) 

07 January 2026 MEFT Portal 
Registration of project on EIA 
Portal, Reference Number 
006872 

Newspaper 
Advertisements 
(Annexure C) 

07 & 21 January 2026 New Era Newspaper 
Public notification inviting 
registration of I&APs 

Newspaper 
Advertisements 
(Annexure D) 

07, 08, 14 & 16 
January 2026 

Windhoek Observer 
Newspaper 

Public notice providing project 
information and comment 
submission details 

Site Notices 
(Annexure E) 

7 January 2026 

On Site, Tsumkwe 
Settlement Office, Police 
Station, Regional Council 
Head Office 

Public notice informing local 
community members 

Public Meeting 
(Annexure F) 

06 February 2026 
Tsumkwe Settlement 
Office 

Public consultation meeting 
with community and 
stakeholders 

Trail of issues raised  
(Annexure G) 

During the whole 
consultation process 

Emails  correspondences 

Register of Interested 
and affected parties 
Annexure H 

During the whole 
consultation process 
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4.2. Registration of Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) 

Throughout the consultation process, a register of Interested and Affected Parties was 

maintained. This register includes representatives from government institutions, local 

authorities, community members, conservation stakeholders, and private sector 

stakeholders who expressed interest in the project. 

The register serves as an important record of stakeholder participation and ensures that all 

registered parties receive project updates and documentation related to the Environmental 

Impact Assessment process. The full Interested and Affected Parties Register is provided in 

Annexure K of this report. 

5. METHODOLOGY FOR ISSUE MANAGEMENT 

All issues and comments raised by stakeholders were collected through several 

engagement channels during the consultation process. These included discussions held 

during the public consultation meeting, written submissions received via email, and 

consultations with relevant institutions and authorities. 

Once collected, the issues were carefully reviewed and categorized into thematic areas 

such as environmental, social, institutional, and safety-related concerns. Each issue was 

then assessed to determine its relevance to the proposed landfill development. 

Appropriate responses were subsequently developed for each issue, including 

clarifications where necessary, the identification of mitigation measures, or the 

incorporation of the issue into the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and 

Environmental Management Plan (EMP). 

This systematic approach ensured that all stakeholder concerns were properly considered 

and addressed during the environmental assessment process. 
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6. ISSUES AND RESPONSES REGISTER 

6.1.  Key Issues Raised by Stakeholders 

No Name & Affiliation Date Raised Issue / Comment Raised Response Status 

1 
Christo Synman – 
Kwando Carnivores 
Trust 

Received on Email 4 
Feb 2026, 
emphasised during 
meeting on 06 Feb 
2026 

Who is financing the project? Will funds always be 
available to ensure that the required equipment and 
machinery for compacting landfill layers are procured 
and available on site to effectively operationalise the 
project? 

The project owner is the Otjozondjupa Regional Council. The Council, 
or its appointed contractors, will be responsible for operationalising 
the landfill, and the EMP will regulate the operation. 

Closed 

2 

Christo Synman – 
Kwando Carnivores 
Trust 

Received on Email 4 
Feb 2026, 
emphasised during 
meeting on 06 Feb 
2026 

I am concerned about the long-term sustainability of 
landfill operations and maintenance. Is it sustainable? 

The purpose of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is to 
identify environmental sensitivities and develop an Environmental 
Management Plan (EMP) that will mitigate impacts during construction 
and operation, should the Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) 
be granted. Compliance will be the responsibility of the relevant 
authorities and the community. 

Closed 

3 
Christo Synman – 
Kwando Carnivores 
Trust 

Received on Email 4 
Feb 2026, 
emphasised during 
meeting on 06 Feb 
2026 

There are people already occupying the site, and trees 
and shrubs have been cleared while the EIA process 
has not yet been completed. 

The consultant has taken note of the concern and will immediately 
issue a letter to the Otjozondjupa Regional Council instructing them to 
cease all development activities pending the issuance of the ECC. 
(A letter dated 9 February 2026 was sent to the Regional Council to 
cease development) Annexure I 

Closed 

4 
Christo Synman – 
Kwando Carnivores 
Trust 

Received on Email 4 
Feb 2026, 
emphasised during 
meeting on 06 Feb 
2026 

During rainfall, water accumulates around the project 
area due to surrounding pans. I recommend that 
consideration be given to preserving underground and 
surface water during development. 

Drainage design and landfill lining systems will be implemented to 
prevent contamination of groundwater. The concern is noted and will 
be assessed and incorporated into the Environmental Management 
Plan. 

Open 

5 
Christo Synman – 
Kwando Carnivores 
Trust 

Received on Email 4 
Feb 2026, 
emphasised during 
meeting on 06 Feb 
2026 

There are several protected tree species in the area, 
including Combretum imberbe. 

The existence of protected tree species, including Combretum 
imberbe, is confirmed. Necessary permits must be obtained in terms 
of the Forestry Act prior to the removal of any protected trees. 
Assessment confirms the existence of protected species within project 
area. 

Open 

6 Gabriel Hipandulwa – 
Nyae Nyae 
Conservancy 
Development 
Foundation 

06 Feb 2026 

The type of fencing proposed is critical, as elephants 
frequently roam in the area. 

The input is appreciated. Perimeter fencing and waste containment 
measures will be implemented to reduce wildlife attraction and 
conflict. These will be incorporated into the Environmental 
Management Plan. 

Open 

7 
Kavezengi Tjizera – 
Resident, Tsumkwe 

06 Feb 2026 I support the proposed development, noting that the 
current landfill poses risks to wildlife and livestock. If 
appropriate measures are implemented at the new site, 
it will be beneficial. 

The input is noted. 

Open 

8 
Kavezengi Tjizera – 
Resident, Tsumkwe 

06 Feb 2026 I believe that human life is more important than trees 
and animals, and the proposed project makes sense 
even from an environmental perspective. 

The comment is noted and appreciated. However, a balance is 
required to ensure coexistence, as humans, wildlife, and vegetation are 
interdependent within the same environment. 

Closed  
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9 
Kavari Rironderuapi – 
Warden, Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism 

06 Feb 2026 
What will happen to the existing dumpsite? Is there 
provision for the rehabilitation of the current site before 
the new landfill becomes operational? 

The Environmental Management Plan will include the clean-up and 
rehabilitation of the current dumpsite. Based on the briefing by the 
Regional Council, the current dumping site was not formally 
established by them and is currently uncontrolled and unregulated. 
The Council therefore intends to establish a controlled landfill. 

Open 

10 Kavari Rironderuapi – 
Warden, Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism 

06 Feb 2026 
I emailed a page outlining my concerns. Has it been 
received? 

Email of concerns have been received, and the points raised will be 
considered and incorporated into the report. 

Closed  

11 

Silvanus Israel – 
Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism 

06 Feb 2026 

From a forestry perspective, who will be responsible for 
covering the costs related to the removal of protected 
trees? 

It is unfortunate that the Regional Council started clearing the land 
before the ECC was issued. A letter will be prepared instructing the 
developer to cease activities pending the issuance of the ECC. The 
Environmental Management Plan will also recommend that permits be 
obtained in terms of the Forestry Act. 
A letter dated 9 February 2026 was sent to the Regional Council to 
cease development 
 

Closed 

12 Simon Efraim – Y2K 
Trading 

06 Feb 2026 On which side of the road is the proposed project 
located? 

The project location was explained in relation to the current location 
using an aerial image presented in the PowerPoint. 

Closed 

13 Kavari Rironderuapi – 
Warden, Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism 

Email received on 5 
Feb 2026 I am concerned about public health risks associated 

with the proposed waste disposal. 
Controlled landfill operations will significantly reduce health risks 
compared to the current open dumping practice. 

Closed 

14 Kavari Rironderuapi – 
Warden, Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism 

Email received on 5 
Feb 2026 The landfill location is close to a wildlife breeding 

facility. 
The environmental assessment considers potential land-use conflicts, 
and mitigation measures will be implemented. 

Open 

15 Kavari Rironderuapi – 
Warden, Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism 

Email received on 5 
Feb 2026 I am concerned about the risk of wildlife disturbance 

from landfill activities. 
Noise control measures, fencing, and appropriate waste management 
procedures will be implemented to minimize disturbance. 

Open 

16 Kavari Rironderuapi – 
Warden, Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism 

Email received on 5 
Feb 2026 There may be possible disruption of an elephant 

migration corridor. 
Wildlife movement patterns will be considered, and mitigation 
measures will be included in the EMP. 

Open 

17 Kavari Rironderuapi – 
Warden, Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism 

Email received on 5 
Feb 2026 I am concerned about potential impacts on 

reintroduced impala populations. 
Habitat disturbance will be minimized, and rehabilitation measures will 
be implemented. 

Open 

18 Kavari Rironderuapi – 
Warden, Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism 

Email received on 5 
Feb 2026 I am concerned about risks to endangered African wild 

dog populations. 
Mitigation measures will focus on limiting disturbance and preventing 
wildlife attraction to the landfill. 

Open 

19 Kavari Rironderuapi – 
Warden, Ministry of 

Email received on 5 
Feb 2026 

I am concerned that increased human activity may 
increase the risk of poaching. 

Access control measures and monitoring will be implemented to 
minimize illegal activities. 

Open 
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Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism 

20 Kavari Rironderuapi – 
Warden, Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism 

Email received on 5 
Feb 2026 I recommend that cumulative impacts with tourism and 

conservation activities be assessed. 
Cumulative impacts have been assessed in the EIA report. 

Closed 

21 Kavari Rironderuapi – 
Warden, Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism 

Email received on 5 
Feb 2026 

I recommend consideration of alternative landfill sites. 

An alternative site analysis has been included in the EIA process. The 
Regional Council indicated that the current site is outside the 
townlands, located east of the settlement area, and is not ideal in terms 
of wind direction. 

Closed 

22 Kavari Rironderuapi – 
Warden, Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism 

Email received on 5 
Feb 2026 Vegetation clearing has occurred without rehabilitation 

plans. 
Rehabilitation measures and vegetation management are included in 
the EMP. 

Closed 

23 Kavari Rironderuapi – 
Warden, Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism 

Email received on 5 
Feb 2026 

Waste may attract scavengers and wildlife. 
Waste covering and containment measures will reduce the attraction 
of scavengers and wildlife. 

Closed 

6.2. Summary of Key Thematic Issues 

Several environmental concerns were raised by stakeholders during the consultation process. These concerns primarily related to potential impacts on 

wildlife movement corridors, the protection of endangered species, and the potential risk of groundwater contamination. Additional concerns were raised 

regarding the protection of vegetation, particularly the presence of protected tree species within the project area. 

These issues have been addressed in the environmental assessment through the identification of mitigation measures, design considerations for the landfill 

facility, and the inclusion of monitoring requirements within the Environmental Management Plan. 
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7. INCORPORATION INTO THE EIA SCOPING / EMP 

The issues raised during the stakeholder consultation process have been incorporated into the 

environmental assessment and project planning processes. Wildlife movement considerations have 

been integrated into the project design to minimize potential impacts on ecological corridors. 

Measures to protect groundwater resources have also been included through the design of drainage 

systems and landfill containment structures. 

Waste management procedures have been developed to ensure proper containment and disposal 

of waste, thereby reducing environmental and public health risks. In addition, plans have been 

prepared for the rehabilitation of the existing dumpsite, and vegetation management measures have 

been included to ensure compliance with forestry regulations and minimize the removal of protected 

tree species. 

8. OUTSTANDING ISSUES 

Issues related to wildlife management and groundwater protection will require continued 

monitoring during project implementation. 

9. CONCLUSION 

The public consultation process undertaken for the proposed Tsumkwe Settlement Landfill has 

provided stakeholders with an opportunity to participate in the Environmental Assessment process 

and raise concerns regarding the proposed development. All comments and concerns raised by 

stakeholders have been recorded and considered in the Environmental Impact Assessment and 

Environmental Management Plan. The consultation process has therefore complied with the 

requirements of the Environmental Management Act (2007) and the EIA Regulations (2012). 

10. DECLARATION BY ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER 

I hereby declare that this Issues and Response Report is a true and accurate representation of the 

issues raised and responses provided during the public consultation process. 

     

Nikolas Ndeikonghola 
Environmental Assessment Practitioner 
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ANNEXURE B: PROJECT REGISTRATION MEFT ONLINE PLATFORM 
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ANNEXURE C: NEW ERA NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
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ANNEXURE D: WINDHOEK OBSERVER NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
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ANNEXURE E: NOTICES 
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ANNEXURE F: PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES AND ATTENDENCE REGISTER, AND PICTURES OF THE MEETING 
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ANNEXURE G: PROOF OF ISSUES AND THEIR RESPONSES ARISING FROM CONSULTATIONS 
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Figure 1 Photographs depicting African wild dog movement within and around the project area.  Photographs 

courtesy of C. Syman, presented during the public consultation meeting. 
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ANNEXURE J: COMMENTS RECEIVED AFTER SHARING OF ESR & EMP TO REGISTERED I&AP 
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Comments and Responses from R Kavari 
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Comments & Responses from C Snyman 
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