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EVillager

Mashare Agricultural
College Set to Open in 2026

e Annakieta Halkern

he restructuring of the Mashare Agricultur-

al Development Institute (MADI) into a full-
fiedged agricultural college is at an advanced
stage, with the first student intake expected in
January 2026.

Kavango East Region Governor, Julius Ham-
byuka, revealed this during his State of the Re-
gion Address (SORA) delivered earlier today.

According to Governor Hambyuka, once oper-
ational, the college will serve as a hub for agri-
cultural training and food production in the re-
gion.

He stressed that bringing this vision to life re-
quires sizeable investment to address key chal-
lenges, including dilapidated infrastructure,
staff shortages, and a lack of essential equip-
ment; all of which are crucial for the effective
functioning of the institution.

He further noted that efforts are underway to
register the college with the Namibia Training
Authority (NTA) and seek accreditation from
the Namibia Qualifications Authority (NQA) as
a technical and vocational education and train-
ing (TVET) centre.

Hambyuka highlighted that the institution is ex-
pected to offer training in modern agriculture,
food production, and related fields, serving stu-
dents not only from the two Kavango regions,
but from across the country.

Local activist, Frans Moyo, has expressed
strong support for the revival of MADI, but in-
sists the institution must prioritise the needs

of the local population. He pointed up the
importance of equitable access for leamers
from Kavango East.

“While it's a national institution, we must not
overlook the needs of the people who live
right here,” Moyo said. “For years, our young
people have had to travel far to access agri-

In summary, Moyo called on regional leader-
ship to ensure that once the college opens, it
is well-equipped, inclusive, and reflective of
the agricultural potential and developmental
needs of the Kavango regions.

Kavango East is widely recognised as an
agricultural hub, as it is home to five green

cultural training," ha added.

"MNow that this opportunity is finally
coming to our doorstep, it's only fair
that learners from Kavango East be
prioritised during the first intake,” he
said.

Moyo also urged that inclusion go be-

schemes playing a pivotal rola in Namibia's
food production.
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yond student enroliment and d
to employment opportunities for local
professionals.

“We have qualified agriculturalists,
engineers, and educators from this
region who can contribute meaning-
fully. Let's use the reopening of this
college to empower our own people
economically and academically,”" he
continuad.

He further called for transparency and
community involvement throughout
the implementation process.

“We hope there will be ongoing con-
sultation with local stakeholders.
Communities around Mashare need
to be part of the planning and deci-
sion-making, not just spectators,” he
added.
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(" Youth Trapped In Low-Paying Jobs ... h

Friday, 18 July 2025

fl.ocally - Farmer Demands ... |

Continued From Pg 1

“We're not asking for handouts. We want
fair access to local markets,” said Albert
Mutesi, another farmer.

“If hostels, schools, and hospitals buy our
produce, we can grow more, employ more
people, and feed the nation,” added Mute-
si.

Mutesi also called for input subsidies, im-
proved market access, and better infra-
structure to support farming activities. He
lamented the rising costs of production,
saying he expects to spend N$468,000
this planting season on seeds, fertilisers,
and chemicals alone.

“We're not making any profit at all. There's

Continued From Pg 1

find themselves stuck in
low-productivity, low-paying
service jobs, with limited ac-
cess to formal employment or
opportunities for upward mobil-
ity.

The findings paint a stark pic-
ture of a country rich in resourc-

b
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literally nothing coming in. It's very stress-
ful and unsustainable, considering elec-
tricity costs and rising input prices have
reduced our yields,” Mutesi explained.

“We used to harvest 160 to 170 tonnes
from 20 hectares, now it's significantly
less," he concluded.

Sikondo Farm Manager Maxwell Nghidin-
wa also criticised the fragmented approach
by State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs) in
procurement.

“SOEs are operating in silos. They are ig-
noring green schemes that are producing
vegetables,” he said.

“Two years ago, the Ministry of Education
engaged us to align hostel procurement
with our produce, but nothing has mate-
rialised,” he further stated, stressing that
the govemment must lead by example.

“Government must buy from its own ini-
tiatives first. Only then can we talk about
broader markets,” Nghidinwa highlighted.

Marketing remains a key challenge. Farm-
ers say even after a successful harvest,
they often struggle to find buyers, Namib-
ia currently imports about 70% of its food
and fertilisers - mainly from South Africa
- with high transportation costs inflating
prices.

In response, Agriculture Minister Zaam-
wani-Kamwi acknowledged the farmers’
concerns and reaffirmed the government's
commitment to supporting local produc-
ars.

Prime Minister Ngurare underscored the
need for a collaborative approach be-
tween farmers, traditional authorities, and
policymakers to strengthen agricultural
development in the region.

This renewed call adds momentum to na-
tional conversations around food security,
rural development, and economic empow-
erment through local procurement,

traditional backbone of the ru-
ral economy—fell significantly,
while jobs in the service sector
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expanded,

However, this shift has not
been accompanied by econom-
ic transformation. Most of the
new service jobs are informal,
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precarious, and marked by low
wages and poor working conditions.

These are the jobs into which many
young people are being funnelled, oftan
after completing secondary or even ter-
tiary education, with little hope of escap-
ing the cycle of economic vulnerability.

The IMF argues that the heart of the
problem lies in the mismatch between
economic growth and inclusive develop-
ment,

While Namibia's GDP is expected to grow
steadily over the coming years—thanks
in part to growing investment in oil, gas,
and green hydrogen—this growth is not
generating encugh quality jobs. In fact,
real GDP per capita has remained stag-
nant, and unemployment remains one of
the highest in the region.

Youth unemployment alone exceeds
47%, and the siation is particular-
ly acute in rural and peri-urban ar-
eas, where economic opportunities are
scarce and job networks are weak.

The report also highlights Namibia's
growing dependence on resource ex-
traction as a potential long-term risk.
Without strong policy frameworks, the
IMF warns, the expanding oil and gas
sector could worsen the divide between
the formal and informal economies.

Resource wealth may drive up national
revenues and attract foreign investment,
but it will not automatically improve peo-
ple’s lives unless accompanied by de-
liberate effarts to strengthen the labour
market and ensure that Namibians—not

m

As part of its recommendations, the IMF calls
for rabust investment in vocational education
and skills development, particularly in sectors
able to absorb large numbers of workers.

It urges the government to foster stronger
linkages between high-growth industries and
the domestic labour force through apprentice-
ships, procurement requirements, and local
content strategies.

The report also points to the need far improved
data collection, noting that Namibia lacks refi-
able labour force data, especially in the infor-
mal sector, where most young people work.

Equally important, the IMF stresses the nead
to expand access to credit, technology, and
business support services for small and me-
dium enterprises (SMEs), which remain key
drivers of job creation.

In addition, the study recommends strength-
ening Namibia's social protection systems to
shield vulnerable workers—particularly young
people, women, and rural residents—from la-
bour market shocks.

The IMF's report arrives at a pivotal moment
in Namibia's development journey. With vast
natural resources and new glabal interest in
its energy potential, the country stands at a
crossroads.

Whathar it chooses to grow inclusivaly, or ra-
peat the mistakes of other resource-rich na-
tions that left their people behind, depends on
how it responds to these labour market warn-
ings.

The challenge now is not just to grow the
economy, but to ensure that every Namibian
has a fair chance of participating in it.
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