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fLocally = Farmer Demands ...

Continued From Pg 1

“We're not asking for handouts. We want
fair access to local markets,” said Albert
Mutesi, another farmer.

“If hostels, schoaols, and hospitals buy our
produce, we can grow more, employ more
people, and feed the nation," added Mute-
8i.

Mutesi also called for input subsidies, im-
proved market access, and better infra-
structure to support farming activities. He
lamented the rising costs of production,
saying he expects to spend N$468,000
this planting season on seeds, fertilisers,
and chemicals alone.

“We're not making any profit at all. There's
literally nothing coming in. It's very stress-
ful and unsustainable, considering elec-
tricity costs and rising input prices have
reduced our yields," Mutesi explained.

“We used to harvest 160 to 170 tonnes
from 20 hectares, now it's significantly
less," he concluded,

Sikendo Farm Manager Maxwell Nghidin-
wa also criticised the fragmented approach
by State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs) in
procurement.

“SOEs are operating in silos. They are ig-
noring green schemes that are producing
vegetables," he said.

“Two years ago, the Ministry of Education
engaged us to align hostel procurement
with our produce, but nothing has mate-
rialised," he further stated, stressing that
the govermmment must lead by example.

"Government must buy from its own ini-
tiatives first. Only then can we talk about
broader markets," Nghidinwa highlighted.

Marketing remains a key challenge. Farm-
ers say even after a successful harvest,
they often struggle to find buyers. Namib-
ia currently imports about 70% of its food
and fertilisers - mainly from South Africa
- with high transportation costs inflating
prices.

In response, Agriculture Minister Zaam-
wani-Kamwi acknowledged the farmers’
concerns and reaffirmed the government's
commitment to supporting local produc-
ers.

Prime Minister Ngurare underscored the
need for a collaborative approach be-
tween farmers, traditional authorities, and
policymakers to strengthen agricultural
development in the region.

This renewed call adds momentum to na-
tional conversations around food security,
rural development, and economic empow-
erment through local procurement.
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find themselves stuck in
low-productivity, low-paying
service jobs, with limited ac-
cess to formal employment or
opportunities for upward mobil-
ity.

The findings paint a stark pic-
ture of a country rich in re sourc-
es but struggling to translate
that wealth into shared pros-
perity and sustainable employ-
ment.

Between 2012 and 2018, the
report shows, Namibia expe-
rienced a major labour shift.
Employment in agriculture—a
traditional backbone of the ru-
ral economy—fell significantly,
while jobs in the service sector
expanded.

However, this shift has not
been accompanied by econom-
ic transformation. Most of the
new service jobs are informal,
precarious, and marked by low

ment.

the highest in the region.
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Youth Trapped In Low-Paying Jobs ...
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ENVIRDNMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE PROPOSED PROS PECTING
N RESPECT TO BASE & RARE METALS AND PRECIOUSE METAL ON

EPL 10076, KHOMAS AND HARDAR REGIONS

Crattmine Mineral Resaurces (Pryl Lid {the Praponent], mtends to apply 1o
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wages and poor working conditions.

These are the jobs into which many
young people are being funnelled, often
after completing secondary or even ter-
tiary education, with little hope of escap-
ing the cycle of economic vulnerability.

The IMF argues that the heart of the
problem lies in the mismatch between
economic growth and inclusive develop-

While Namibia's GDP is expected to grow
steadily over the coming years —thanks
in part to growing investment in oil, gas,
and green hydrogen—this growth is not
generating enough quality jobs. In fact,
real GDP per capita has remained stag-
nant, and unemployment remains one of

Youth unemployment alone exceeds
47%, and the situation is particular-
ly acute in rural and per-urban ar-
eas, where economic opportunities are
scarce and job networks are weak.

The report also highlights Namibia's
growing dependence on resource ex-
traction as a potential long-term risk.
Without strong policy frameworks, the
IMF wams, the expanding oil and gas
sector could worsen the divide between
the formal and informal economies.

Resource wealth may drive up national
revenues and attract foreign investment,
but it will not automatically improve pea-
ple's lives unless accompanied by de-
liberate efforts to strengthen the labour
market and ensure that Namibians— not
just multinational firms— benefit from the

As part of its recommendations, the IMF calls
for robust investment in vocational education
and skills development, particularly in sectors
able to absorb large numbers of workers,

It urges the government to foster stronger
linkages between high-growth industries and
the domestic labour force through apprentice-
ships, procurement requirements, and local
content strategies.

The report also points to the need for improved
data collection, noting that Namibia lacks reli-
able labour force data, especially in the infor-
mal sector, where most young people wark,

Equally important, the IMF stresses the need
to expand access to credit, technology, and
business support services for small and me-
dium enterprises (SMEs), which remain key
drivers of job creation.

In addition, the study recommends strength-
ening Namibia's social protection systems to
shield vulnerable workers— particularly young
people, women, and rural residents—from la-
bour market shocks.

The IMF’s report arrives at a pivotal moment
in Namibia's development jourmey. With vast
natural resources and new global interest in
its energy potential, the country stands at a
crossroads.

Whether it chooses to grow inclusively, or re-
peat the mistakes of other resource-rich na-
tions that left their people behind, depends on
how it responds to these labour market warn-
ings.

The challenge now is not just to grow the
economy, but to ensure that every Namibian
has a fair chance of participating in it.

i
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M G mail Enviro-Leap Consulting <eap.trigen@gmail.com>

Stakeholder Engagement - Environmental Scoping for Proposed Mineral
Exploration Activities in respect to Exclusive Prospecting Licenses (EPLs 9722,
9835, 9876, 9877, 9882 and 10177 ), in the Otavi / Grootfontein district of the
Otjozondjupa Region

2 messages

EAP Eviro=Leap <eap.trigen@gmail.com> Sun, Apr 19, 2026 at 12:12 PM
To: pr@otjozondjupare.gov.na, info@nnfu.org.na, info@necfu.org, stoman@afol.com.na, Timoteus Mufeti
<Timoteus.Mufeti@meft.gov.na>, Isabella.Chirchir@mme.gov.na, Caroline.Garus-Oas@meft.gov.na, Uendjitjitavi Karupa
<Uendjitjitavi.Karupa@mbhss.gov.na>, Albertina.Shilongo@mawf.gov.na, Joseph Eiman <Joseph.Eiman@mhss.gov.na>

Dear |&AP,

You were pre-identified as a possible Interested and Affected Party in respect to the proposed Listed Activity in terms
of the Environmental Management Act. No. 07 of 2007.

We herewith, also attached a Background Information Document (BID) for your interest, and kindly ask that you kindly
notify us if you wish to be engaged further and receive the Scoping Report and Management Plan for the proposed
activity.

Ps. Dear representives of the various Farmers Association / Unions, we kindly plea that you share this with your
members whose farm may overlap with the proposed EPLs listed below:

EPL 9722 - Commercial / Resettlement Farms

Farm 1 Farm Hamburg No. 504
Farm 2 Farm Omuhona No. 503
Farm 3 Farm Hohentwiel No. 506/REM and No. 502
Farm 4 Farm Ondjondjo No. 505
Farm s Farm Omagonde No. 501
Farm 6 Farm Achalm No. 583

Farm 7 Farm Tirol No. 560

Farm 8 Farm Osib No. 581

Farmg Farm Hohental No. 327
Farm 10 Farm Hoder No. 580/REM
Farm 1 Farm Ego No. 579

Farm 12 Farm Egue No. 578

Farm 13 Farm Hohental Nord No. 554
Farm 14 Farm Jord No. 555

Farm 15 Farm Conradi No. 556

Farm 16 Farm Hedwigshof No. 558
Farm 17 Farm Glucksburg No. 559

EPL 9835 — Commercial / Resettlement Farms

Farm 1 Farm Onora No. 138

Farm 2 Farm Una No. 503

Farm 3 Farm Oslo No. 121

Farm 4 Farm Offer No. 117

Farm s Farm Fairview No. 488
Farm 6 Farm Nuchomis No. 335
Farm 7 Farm Luipaardskop No. 487
Farm 8 Farm Irene No. 485

Farm g Farm Tafelberg No. 491
Farm 10 Farm Elandsvlei No. 484
Farm 1 Farm Bonnie-Brae No. 483

I EPL 9877 - Commercial / Resettlement Farms

1/4
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Farm 2 Farm Block Vi No. 596/02
Farm 3 Farm Bruchbsummen No. 344f02
Farm 4 Farm Bruchbsummen No. 344/REM
Farm s Farm Altona No. 791/02
Farm 6 Farm Rietfontein No. 344/03
Farm 7 Farm Rietfontein No. 344/10

Beslt Regards

Lawrence Tjatindi

M +264 81 486 9948 | E ed.lrigen@gmail.com | Mall F, O, Box 25874, Windhoek, Namibia, 9000 1 eFax +264 88 655 5160

“it is good to have an end to journey toward, but it is the journey that matters in the end”. - Ursula LeGuin

Best Regards

Lawrence Tjatindi

M 4264 81 486 9948 | E ed.trigen@gmail.com | Mail P. 0. Box 25874, Windhoek, Namibia, 9000 | eFax +264 88 655 5160

“It is good to have an end to journey toward, but it is the journey that matiers in the end”. - Ursula LeGuin

5 attachments

ﬂ BID EPL 9722-CGM_Print READY.pdf
164K

o BID EPL 9876-9877-CGM_Print READY.pdf
1121K

brd BID EPL 9835-CGM_Print READY.pdf
1121K

-S BID EPL 9882-CGM_Print READY,pdf
1140K

w4y BID EPL 10177-CGM_Print READY.pdf
1142K

NB: the email includes the address of several commercial farmer associations and Union
representing the land owners, whose contacts proofed difficult to obtain thus limiting
direction engagement.

Christive Stoman

Post Office: Gifw-Tsumel-Otavi Regional Agricaltural Union
Affiliated +o the Namibia Agricuttural Uniow

Cell: 0?1 244 G024

stomanaDafol.com.mna




