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NATIONAL NEWS o

Japan Donates Ambulances
Worth N$9M to MOHSS

® Louse st

he Ministry of Health and Social Ser-

vices has received a donation of threa

ambulances from the government of
Japan.

During the handover ceremony, Moriaki
Sadamoto, Chargé d'Affaires and interim
head of the Embassy of Japan in Namibia,
noted that the three ambulance trucks are
valued at N$9 million.

They form part of the Japanese Grant Aid
for the Economic and Social Development
Programme to the Government of the Re-
public of Namibia.

The total value of this programme is approx-
imately N$50 million, and additional medi-
cal equipment was already distributed to 17
hospitals in Namibia in 2022,

“The donation of these ambulances is a tes-
tament to the enduring friendship and co-
operation between our two countries. Japan
has a long history of providing assistance
to Namibia, and we are committed 1o con-
tinuing our support to strengthen Namibia's
healthcare system and improve the lives of
its people,” Sadamoto said.

He emphasised thal access to quality
healthcare is a fundamental human right
and that Japan is dedicated to collaborating
with Namibia to ensure that every Namibian
can lead a healthy and productive life.

Over the years, Japan has funded various proj-
ects through different UN agencies, such as
WHO, UNICEF, and UNFPA, focused on achiev-
ing universal health coverage (UHC). These
Initiatives include effective cold chain manage-
ment, access to quality essential healthcare
services, and the availability of safe, effective,
and affordable essential medicines and vac-
cines for all.

Earlier this year, UNICEF Namibia received a

total of N$8.63 million from the Jap-

anese government's supplementa-
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ry budget. In this regard, Sadamo-
to noted that working closely with
the Ministry of Health and Social
Services and the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Water, and Land Reform is
integral.

The funds will benefit approxi-
mately 48,000 people in the Ku-
nene, Omaheke, Omusati and
Zambezi regions by equipping and
operationalising paediatric wards
and clinics with essential life-sav-
ing equipment, nufrition supplies,
and technical support for system
strengthening.

“The funds will also be used to pro-
cure and distribute essential WASH
supplies 1o households and schools
in affected communities within the
target regions,” he added.

The three donated ambulances
will be allocated to three hospitals:
Opuwo District Hospital in the Ku-
nene Region, Katima Mulilo District
Hospital in the Zambezi Region,
and Keetmanshoop District Hospi-
tal in the Karas Region.

Health Minister Esperance Luvindao, in her
address at the handover ceremony, noted
that an ambulance is more than just a vehi-
cle; it represents hope, urgency, and the abil-
ity to save lives when every second matters.

She expressed her gratitude to the govern-
ment and people of Japan, stating that this
is an act of solidarity, and not only a gift of
ambulances, but also a gift of health, digni-
ty. and renewad strength for the emergency
medical system.

bl

“These will streng our emer-
gency medical services, improve response
times, and ensure that patients, whether from
remote villages or busy towns, can access
critical care when they need it most. They
are not just machines; they are mobile ex-
tensions of our hospitals and clinics, bringing
healthcare closer to those in need,” she said.

Reflecting on her personal experiences, the
minister mentioned the challenges faced by
patients in remote areas. She recounted vis-
iting a rural clinic in the Zambezi Region,
where she met a young mother who had to
travel over 50 kilometres by donkey cart to
reach the clinic when she went into labour,

“While the outcome was ultimataly positive,
this story underscores the critical need to
bridge the gap between our health facilities
and the remote communities they serve. It
reinforced my commitment to enhancing our
emergency response capabilities, ensuring
that no one is left behind due o geographical
constraints,” she remarked.

Months ago, the ministry commissioned 36
ambulances that were procured and dis-
patched to all 14 regions of Namibia.
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Namibia Hosts Regional Training on
Chemical Weapons Emergency Response

® .
N amibia is hosting the 2025 Integrated Ad-

vanced Course and Exercise on Assistance
and Protection Against Chemical Weapons
for Anglophone States Parties in Africa.

The week-long training opened on Monday at the
Seaside Hotel & Spa in Swakopmund and is or-
ganised by the Organisation for the Prohibition of
Chamical Weapons (OPCW) in partnership with
the Namibian government.

The opening ceremony was attended by Deputy
Minister of Industries, Mines and Energy, Gauden-
tia Krohne, who delivered the keynote address,
alongside OPCW representative Babatunde
Olowookere.

Also present were Diina Nashidengo, Chairperson
of the Namibia National Authority and Director of
Commerce, officials from the Ministry of Indus-
tries, Mines and Energy, and participants from
across Africa.

Kréhne noted the 2023 confirmation by the OPCW
of the destruction of all declared chemical weap-
ons stockpiles, achieved 26 years after the Chem-
ical Weapons Convention entered into force,

She said this demonstrated the importance of co-
operation, vigilance, and preparedness.

“In hosting this course once again, Namibia con-
tinues o demonstrate its commitment to regional
preparedness and international peace,” Krohne
said. She added that Mamibia previously hosted
the training in Swakopmund in 2022 and in Wind-
hoek in 2024,

af ENVIROLEAP CONSULTING

Olowookere  commended
MNamibia's role as a pariner
of the OPCW and thanked
the Ministry of Industries,
Mines, and Energy for co-or-
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ganising the prog e.

He said that after the de-
struction  of stockpiles
in 2023, the OPCW has
shifted focus to prevent-
ing re-emergence and fo
strengthening cooperation,
with special attention to Al-
rica.

“The OPCW provides Mem-
ber States with exper guid-
ance, technical support,
and essential resources o
safeguard their populations
against chemical weapons
threats,” Olowookere said.

He explained that the
course is part of the 2024—
2025 regional cycle under
the Assistance and Protec-
tion Programme.

Over the next five days, par-
ticipants will train in person-

1 PROJECT SITE AND DESCRIPTION

Century Mining [Pyl itd {the Proponent), iniends to spply 1o obtan an
Envimnmental Clearance Certificate for thewr propased prospecting sctivities
0 respect 1o Bade and Nare Metak, Industrial Minersls, Nudes Fuali, Non-
Muciear Fuek, Precious Metal and Semi-Procious Stones on 3 combined srea
spprosimate wes of 4921.82 Ha in the Oshikoto Region. Thee key component
of the proposed acthvity entaib. geological mapging and survey and manual
wmple liection for laborstory anakysis, and small-scile mining operstion
Acces o the sampling or wrvey sites will be by exisling iracks and on kool
whise vehicle acoess i imied

2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

Envim-Leap Comulting invites all interested and ANected Party (| B AR 1o
register and receive Envimnmontsl Assessment (MD, Scoping and EMP)
documents relating to the proposed project fod thelr comments and inpul
Inemsted and Affected Parties are hesowith request 1o regiter by writing 1o
s at the sddres s bolow no later than 26 Ssptember 2005.

1. COMMENTS AND QUERIES

,-‘ EnvIROLEAP CONSULTING cc

nel protection, detection and sampling, de-
contamination, operational readiness, and
zone management during emergencies.
Instructors from Kenya, Namibia, Uganda,

Both Kréhne and Olowookere encouraged
participants to apply the lessons in their
home institutions and to contribute to the
implementation of Article X of the Chemical

Tanzania, and Zambia will conduct the ses-

sions,

Weapons Convention.



