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Friday, 05 September 2025

gVillager

NATIONAL NEWS o

Farmers Welcome Certified Seed
Initiative, Call for Expansion

. Patemoshela Lukolo

Farrners in northern Namibia have wel-

d the establish t of a certified
seed sector, saying it will reduce depen-
dence on imports and ease the burden of
high input costs.

Speaking to Eagle FM, Ohangwena farmer
Asser Nghipewa said he was pleased that
Namibia is moving towards producing its
own seeds. He believes this will not only
strengthen food security, but also give farm-
ers conlidence that their eftorts are support-
ed at a national level.

“We are very happy to be able to produce our
own food using our own seeds. This shows
Namibia is going forward, and one day we
will achieve full food security,” Nghipewa re-
marked.

He explained that farmers have long strug-
gled with imported seeds, which are often
axpensive and sometimes unavailable.

“When seeds come from other counfries,
they become costly, or at times, they are not
iin the market, and we have to wait. With lo-
cal seed production, we will now get seeds
on time,” he added.

Nghipewa highlighted crops such as but-
ternut, sweet corn, tomatoes, and carmots,
which many farmers currently buy their
seeds of in Windhoek, as the northem re-
gions lack outlets.

He noted that the Namibia Agronomic Board
has often encouraged larmers to grow po-
tatoes, bul the absence of locally available
potato seeds has made this difficull. He also
welcomed UNAM's approach, under which
the first buyers of certified seeds will be re-
quired to use it for further multiplication rath-
er than immediate consumption.

However, he pointed out challenges
that still remain, such as the lack of
fruit seeds like oranges and appl-e&
and the ab of ialised sweet

He added that while crops such as tomatoes, spin-
ach, and watermelons are largely grown using seeds
from South Africa, there is need to prioritise variaties

potato seeds.

He urged UNAM and the government
to scale up seed production to cover
more crops and ensure availability na-
tionwide.

Nghipewa further called on educated
Namibians with farming knowledge to
contribute ideas and solutions for im-
proving the country’s agricultural sys-
tems.

“Mot only should UNAM work on this.
We also have people with knowledge
who can help improve our farming
practices,” he said.

Water ity r thar con-
cern. Nghipewa noted that Namibia's
short rainy season limits year-round
production, underscoring the need for
irrigation systems to complement the
seed initiative.

Despite the challenges, he encouraged

Iready produced locally.

He pointed to the example of UNAM's Ongongo
campus, which produces rice seed, reducing depen-
dence on imports from China and Japan.

Namushinga also welcomed UNAM’s progress on
potato seed research, noting the crop’s high nation-
al demand.

The certified seed initiative is being spearheaded by
UNAM in partnership with the Namibia Agronomic
Board, with support from the govemment It is ex-
pected to reduce imports and improve productivity
in crops such as maize, pearl millet, wheat, and po-
tatoes.
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xperts and observers have indicated Hyphen has also developed a mechanism for the place totally exclude the public/locals
that localisation of the booming re- public and general stakeholders to file grievances because there is no legal framework to
newable energy is a crucial compo- for Hyphen to address. hold corporations responsible for said
nent to create value for Namibians. exclusion.
The Walvis Bay Mayor expressed that the local au-
This was highlighted in one of the discus- thorities are not treated with the y respect, Nangolo of the Public Research called on
sions that took place at the second Glob- considering that they are a key component of im- the Green Hydrogen sector to implement
al African Hydrogen Summit in Windhoek plementing renewable energy initiatives. the Extractive Industry Transparency Ini-
from 9 to 11 September 2025 during the tiatives (EITI) that have been adopled in
panel discussion titled ‘Localisation and “We ara tha closast form of govemmaent to the pao- the Oil & Gas Industry to increase the
Just Economy: Accelerating the Global ple. We know the everyday struggles that people levels of trust from the public.
Transition With African Energy Solutions. face. Namibia and Africa as a whole, we are poli-
cy-rich but poor when it to imph on," “It wil be a game changer,” Nangolo
The panel consisted of the Mayor of the Forbes expressed. stated.
municipality of Walvis Bay, Trevino Forbes

Legal Practitioner & Researcher at the Le-
gal Assistance Center, Chice Brandt, Re-
search Associate at the Institute for Public
Policy Research (IPPR), Martha Nangolo,

Forbes noted that more communica-
tion and consultation is needed be-
tween corporations, local authorities,
and the public on what the benefits of

CALL FOR REGISTARTION AS INTERESTED & AFFECTED PARTIES

FOR THE PROPOSED MINERAL
PROSPECTING ACTIVITIES ON EPL 9835, OTIOZDNDIUPA REGION

1. PROJECT SITE AND DESCRIFTION

Grande Mining (Pty) Ltd (the Propoment), mtench 10 spoly 1o obten an
Erwvimanmentsl Clearance Certificate for ther proposed prowpecting activities
I respect 1o Base and Rare Metals,
Prociows Metals 00 8 comisned ares spprasimite ares of 1879534 Ha i the
Kurene Region. The key component of the progosed sctivity entaik geological
mapng #nd wrvey ard manuad sample cliection lor labersiary analis, and
smiall- 53 le eining Operation, Acoess o the samaling or survey sites wil be by
sting Lracks and on oot where wehicle acoess s hrvited,

and Senior Economic Development Man- the green hydrogen sector are for the
ager for Hyphen Hydrogen Energy, Jo- general public.
hannes Shipepe.

“Localisations means making it about
Shipepe stated that Hyphen will ensure that the locals. The real stakeholders are
local communities are active participants in  the communities of Namibia," stat-
the project by developing a socioeconom- ed Chloe Brandt of Legal Assistance
ic development framework, which is part of Center.
their feasibility implementation agreement
with the Namibian government.

2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

She noted that discussions such as
e ‘ “dpml i SONVINS- . and  § ental As B0, Sci and EMAF)

“Our framework speaks to how we will en-  ly include members of the community o e AN e S i e sy

gage and bring along all key social stake- who are on the ground. s e b iniap e iodrpyter oo

holders, business, and how we will suppor[ s at the address below no teter tha n 26 September 2025,

the towns of Luderitz and Aus,” Shipepe “Prior informed consent needs to be

p Consultng imvites all mterested and Afecied Party || & AR 1o
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stated. mandated. It needs io be a legislative
requirement for anyone who wants to e i Tt Endrmasios ol e P tisaasr
He also revealed that the company has de- work with resources in Namibia. We ; Emelt gantassnane Leoe

p a nt strate- currently do not have that,” Brandt
gy that identilies environmental, technical, lamented.
and social stakeholders to develop a sirat-
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egy on how and when they will bring them She reiterated that, currently, the Em'ml‘.“.’;..- R P ——
along. ‘public consultations’ that take :
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