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PROFESSIONAL LAUNDRY
AND DRY CLEANING SERVICES

WE WASH,
IRON AND FOLD

=+ WE WASH::

© Duvets

© Blankets

o comforters

© curtains

© Wedding Dresses
0 etc.

WASH TWO BLANKETS FOR ONLY N$220

FOR MORE INFO:

64816559225 ¥
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NATIONAL NEWS

Nkurenkuru o oosts Local

Economy and Empowers

P

t the official opening of the 6th Nkurenku-

ru Expo in the Kavango West Region, the
Expo's patron, former President Hifikepunye
Pohamba, read by National Council Vice Chair-
person Victoria Kauma, said the Expo drives lo-
cal economic growth by providing a platform for
sales, partnerships, and investmant.”

Held under the theme Accelerate trade and in-
novation in sustainable manners through stake-
holders’ collaboration and engagement.

According to Pohamba, Expo plays a key role in
stimulating local economic development

by creating a market for businesses to sell
their products, find new clients, form valu-
able partnerships, and attract investment
into the region.

"It directly and indirectly provides employ-
ment and incomea for numerous families in
this community, strengthening their ability
to care for their children, pursue education,
and improve their standards of living," Po-
hamba noted.

He further highlighted, the Expo strength-
ens regional cooperation by attracting par-

ticipants from across the country

and from neighboring regions,

CALL FOR REGISTARTION AS INTERESTED & AFFECTED PARTIES

ENVIRONMENT AL ASSESSMENT FOR THE PROPOSED PROSPECTING
N RESPECT TO BASE & RARE METALS AND PRECIOUSE METAL ON
EPL 9690, OMAHEKE REGION

1. PROJECT SITE AND DESCRIPTION

helping to foster collaboration,
unity, and a shared understand-
ing that we are all stakeholders
in the future of this land.

ba added that the expo

DPahk
Fo

Grande Mining (Pry) Utd (the Froponent], ntends 10 apply 1o obtsin an
Environmentsl Clearance Certificate lor ther  proposed prospecting aclivities
in iespedt 10 Bave and Rare Metals and Precious Metak on » com bined seas
approvimate area of 19294.72 Ha in the Omaheke Region. The key component
of the proposed activity entails geological mapging and survey and manual
sampe collection for laboratory analyiis, and small-scale mining opemtion.
Access to the sampling or survey stes will be by existing tracks and on loot
where vehicle acoes b limited

2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

Enviro-Leap Conslting imvites all Interested and Affected Party (1 & AP} to
register and receve Environmental Asesment (BID, Scoping and EMP)
documents. relating to the proposed project lor their comments and input,
tevedted and Affected Parlies are hantwith request (o reghster by wilting to
s at the address below no later than 30 July 2035,

3. COMMENTS AND OU ERIES

Please regicter and direct sl comments, quaries. 1o
Mr, Lawrence Tjatindi, Environmental Asses unent Practiboner
Ernail eap. trigen @ gmail com

,-v EnvIROLEAP CONSULTING cc

shines a light on the entrepre-
neurial roles of women and
young people groups who often
face greater obstacles in access-
ing resources, thereby helping
to empower them and integrate
thair talents into the mainstream
of the local and national econom-
ic framework.

"Women and young people are
the future of this country, the in-
novators, leaders, and job cre-
ators of tomorrow. Providing
them a platform to grow their
businesses, connect with mar-
kets, and develop their skills is
not just desirable, it is essential
for sustained and inclusive de-
velopment,” Pohamba highlight-
ad.

Meanwhile, the Mayor of Nkurenkuru Town,
Jafet Muti, highlighted that the MNkurenku-
ru Expo was bomn oul of a desire to create
a platform where local entrepreneurs, SMEs,
youth, farmers, artists, and innovators can
showcase their talents, market their products
and services, and forge valuable networks
that open doors for growth and sustainability.

“Over the yaars,” he said, “we have witnessed
inspiring stories of empowerment, business
growth, and regional integration that all be-
gan with a single stall at this very Expo,” he
said.

Muti emphasised that the theme of this year's
Expo is both timely and relevant. It reflects
the town's ongoing commitment to fostering
local economic development in an inclusive,
innovative, and sustainable manner,

“As we move forward, it is crucial that we
continue to support small businesses, youth
start-ups, and community-led initiatives—be-
cause they are the backbone of our econo-
my," Muti added.

At the 6th annual Nkurenkuru Expo Gala
Dinner held in early May 2025, the Nku-
renkuru Town Council raised an impressive
N$524,450 in pledged contributions.

This significantly surpassed the previous
year's total of around N$200,000.

ReconNamibia pledged N$100,000 toward
the Expo. Mamibian Ports Authority (Namp-
ort) committed to renovating the council hall,
valued at N$527.000.

Meanwhile, a private donor pledged to donate
a bull, though its value was not disclosed.
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armers in Okongo, Ohangwena Region, suf-

fered significant losses last week due to heavy
frost that affected their crops, such as tomatoes,
grean peppers, chillies, pawpaws, and bananas.

Toivo Nghidengwa, a farmer in the Okongo con-
stituency, shared on Eagle FM that half a hectare
of his farm had been damaged by frost, leaving
him uncertain of the regrowth of his lost crops.

“The leaves of my vegetables are completely
dried out. This happened ovemight, and it's dis-
heartening for a beginner like me, as | have only
just started farming,” he expressed.

Regarding the planting period, Nghidengwa ex-
plained that he planted tomatoes four months ago,
and they had appeared to be maturing well before
the frost struck. He noted that he had hoped for a
successful harvest this year, but with frost now in
the picture, he anticipates a loss.

“In previous years, frost damaged only some
leaves, leaving the plants largely unaffected. But
this year's frost is much worse, as it has impacted
the entire plant. | will have to uproot all the crops
because they are already dead,” he said.

Nghidengwa urged the government and other
stakeholders to assist farmers with essential tech-
niques for predicting weather patterns, enabling
them to better protect their crops from frost.

“We need support in the form of protective netting
for our crops and appropriate spraying methods
that can shield them from frost, The government
should help those of us whose crops have been
affected, as we invested significant resources with
the hope of a successful harvest after four months,
which is no longer feasible,” he expressed.

Among the crops luckily not damaged, he listed
spinach, carrots, onions, and cabbage. When
asked why he didn't consider planting winter
crops, Nghidengwa explained that they were en-
couraged to produce food throughout the year,

Frost Strikes Okongo Farms

stating that they cannot afford to pause
during the winter season or plant only winter
crops, as there would be no food available
for their customers.

“Focusing solely on winter crops is not a
solution. We need support and strategies to
prevent frost damage so that we can con-
tinue planting a variety of crops,” he add-
ed. Another Okongo farmer with fruit trees,
Kaunda Namholo, reported that the cold
temperatures during winter notably damage
their crops due 1o frost.

“Over 100 pawpaw trees and approximately
30 banana trees have been atfected by frost.
What is frustrating is that my pawpaw trees
were bearing fruit, and | will wait a month to

This month, the Namibian Agronomic Board
(NAB) announced that only six crops are
temporarily closed for importation without
restrictions, due to many vegetable farmers
having been affected by frost.

In a notice Dr. Fidelis Mwazi issued on June
20, he stated that the crops facing border
closures include all types and sizes of but-
ternut squash, cabbage, onions, pumpkins,
swaet potatoes, and spinach.

Additionally, Namibia will allow the impor-
tation of seven vegetable crops without re-
strictions from a total of 20 controlled crops,
while another seven crops will be eligible for
importation on a pro-rata basis.

saa if thay recover,” ha noted.

He added that while frost typically

arrives in July, this year it came un-
usually early in June, catching them
unprepared to cover and protaill
their crops, as successiully don
in the previous year. “Yes, | under-
stand there are other methods, like|
increased watering, but we have|
tried those, and they don't help,
Covering the treas with blankets is
effective, although it can be costly,"
he explained.

for the establishment of greenhous-
es lo facilitate efficien! confinuous
production, noting that continued re-
liance on food imparts puts Namibial
at a disadvantage.

MNamholo concluded by achrncnlinql

“We need our leaders to witness
firsthand how frost impacts farmers,
and to explore ways to help them,
Without support from the govern-
ment, farmers may ultimately aban-
don their efforts,” he added.
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