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oo WE WASH:
© Duvels
© Blankets
© comforters
o curtains
© Wedding Dresses

VACANCY

Wan-Meil Trading
enterprises cc
Invite Namibian

citizens or parmanent
resident holders
to fill the following
positions:

1. Bricks Industrial
e
2. Technical trainer
A basic Chinese
speaking and reading

applicant will be an
advantage

Pls sent your cv to;
hrwan-meiltrading@
gmail. com
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£Villager

New Basic Education Policy to
Tackle Funding Gaps

...22% of Namibia’s annual government
spending goes into the education sector

s Diwight Links

Alnewer basic aducation policy is being
installed to address the funding issues
that persist within the basic education realm
of the country.

Anna Nghipondoka, Minister of Basic Edu-
cation, introduced the School Grant Policy
2021-2080 at the start of February in the
National Assembly before the term of the
current parliament ends this week(20 March
swearing inj.

Nghipondoka outlines that the reason for
the policy's introduction into the current 10
year space Is 1o deal with the distribution of
funding and resource allocation in the pub-
lic basic education realm.

“School funding remains an important issue
in Namibia for several reasons. In the first
place, it is the number of persistent educa-
tional historical inequities among schools
and learners countrywide that negatively
impact the performance of most learners,”
Nghipondoka explains.

The spending that the government commits
to the education Industry has been applaud-
ed by the international devalopment agency
UNESCO, which has motivated In literature
that Namibia has to maintain its plan on en-
suring access to education for whole gen-
erations across Pre-primary, Primary, Sec-
ondary and lastly Tertiary.

The last is not so greatly represented in the
overall assessment as this field is under the
auspices of the higher Education ministry.

On the aspect of true expenditure by the
state on education, Nghipondoka indicates
that there Is a constant 20% allocation ev-
ery financial year to the sector.

Secondly, the inequity in the distribution
of financlal resources among schools Is in
contention with our Constitution (Article 20)
which demands that “all persons shall have
the right to education.”

“On average 22% of Namibia's annual gov-
arnmant spending goes into the education
sector, which does not necessarily trans-
late into the realisation of the principles of
equality, equity, efficiency, effactiveness,
accountabllity and transparency in pre-pri-
mary, primary and secondary educafion,”
the minister indicates.

INPUTS
The new policy Is based on research that

was conducted through stakeholder consul-
tation between 2018 and 2019.

These consultations were the basis upon
which the funding model would be formulat-
ed that Is contained within the policy.

The disease has led to extended quarantine
periods, further limiting market supply.

“Farmers need to vaccinate their cattle and
avoid unnecessary movement to control the
spread,” Shivandu wamed.

Despite the slow market, Shivandu remains
optimistic about an upward trend in the com-
ing months.

“l visited some auctions, and prices are start-
Ing to recover. By February and March, we
should see more improvement,” he stated.

Farmar Martin Indongo echoed these con-
cerns, noting that good grazing conditions
have lessened the urgency to sell.

“Right now, demand is low. IT someone
slaughters cattle, they may struggle to find
buyers,” he said.

She said national and regional consultations
were conducted to inform the development
of a funding model that is current and ad-
dresses the already established principles,
especially the principle of equity.

This consultation process resulted in the de-
velopment of the School Grant Policy.

“The aim of which is to reduce existing In-
equities through an efficient and equita-
ble funding mechanism that ensures that
schools and their leamers from different
socio-economic backgrounds access ade-

be able to improve their performance in the
sector and that the funding is to be allocated
as extensively as possible.

“While this funding formula ensures that all
schools and learners have access to match-
ing teaching and learmning resources, schools
that are disadvantaged in terms of educa-
tional resources and infrastructure shall be
allocated additional funding In order to bring
them up to par with well-resourced schools,”
she stated.

This representation still persists in the Na-
miblan education landscape as there are
schools and leamers with minimal resources
and infrastructure. The formula is also based
on the weighted cost of resource spring to
each learner in the classroom per school,

“The total allocation per school shall be
determined by the weighted cost for each
learner enrolled based on curriculum at-
tainment needs, unique individual learmer
needs, co-curricular and extracurricular/ex-
tramural needs plus the school characteris-
tics tactor,” highlighted Nghipondoka.

The school characteristics factors are based
on four tactors.

These are the category of remoteness of
the school, the socio-economic status of
the community in which the school is locat-
ed. The the assel index which Is determined
through analysis of the Namibia Household
Income and Expenditure Survey data,  *

The operational cost; and the relief teach-
er salaries and transport costs for School
Board membaears.

quate resources required to parlicipate ful
ly in education, despite thair past historical
material or social disparities,” Nghipondokd
explainad.

FUNDING APPROACH

The government will be primary suppor! fo
the funding model,

The policy notas that this will be based or]
four tributaries that teed the overall goals o
the education sector in Namibia.

“To achieve the policy goal and objectives
the Government shall apply a four-objec
tive funding formula that allows for llexibility
in times of savere fiscal stress, and at thg
same time addresses the basic educatior|
curriculum needs in the different phases o
education,” the policy outlines.

The motivation is that schools and learners
with lesser resources at their disposal will
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IVillager
New N$50 Million Housing

Project for Di\(qndu

e - - -

. Arwimb ety M s

ivundu will begin a new N$50 housing de-

valopment, this year 1o meat the growing
demand for urban, modermn infrastructure in
the Mukwe Constituency, Kavango East Re-
gion.

Announcad on Thursday by Mukwe Constit-
vency Councillor Damian Maghambayi, the
project will see the construction of 110 mod-
ern homes by El-Shaddai Trading Enterprise.

The construction is also expected to boost
the constituency and Divundu economy and
growth prospects through the spill effect and
multiplier effect.

Maghambayi emphasised that the develop-
ment would not only address the long-stand-
ing housing demand in the area but also create
job opportunities for local youth, contributing
to poverty reduction and fostering a sense of
pride within the community.

“People from all walks of life can now begin
preparing 1o secure bank pre-approvals and
arrange their subsidies in order 1o purchase
these modern homes," he said.

Maghambayi explained that the project and
the investments are a critical step in support-
Ing Divundu's expanding businesses, schools,
and lourism seclor, positioning the lown as a
key player in the region’s economic develop-
ment

*These new homes represent more than just
Infrastructure; they symbolise a fulure ol eco-
nomic growth and improved living standards
for the people,” Maghambayi added.

Divundu, which already houses several lodg-
es, supermarkets, and a growing blueberry
farm, continues to thrive with key institutions
like the Divundu Correctional Facility, Army
Base, and Agricultural Research Centre con-
tributing 1o the region's development.

*This infrastructure project is key
to strengthening Namibia's pres-
ence in the region and global mar-
kets," Maghambayi stated.

Dinyando Tjitho, a Divundu resi-
dent, axprassad the axcitement of
the local community.

“For years, we have hoped for Di-
vundu to grow into a significant
area, second only to Rundu.

With this new development, we
are eager 1o purchase the homes
and look forward o further im-
provements in the area,” Tjitho
said.

In an additional boost 1o the proj-
ecl, El-Shadai Trading has part-
nared with MTC to provide inter-
nal connectivity through MTC's
Spectra Home service, marking
the first such connection in Divun-
du.

This partnership will bring trans-
formative digital access to the
town, enhancing connectivity for
residents.

Maghambayi concluded by noting that the
government's commitment to affordable hous-
ing would ensure a bright future for Divundu,
contributing to the continued Rourishing of its
economy and positioning the town as a cata-
lyst for broader regional growth,
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ERVIRONMENTAL MPACT
ASSESSMENT (ELA) FOR THE
PROPOSED BKM ACCESS GRAVEL
ROAD OFF MR 124 uﬁ" ROAD
OMATUMBA 70 OTUANI “LJ.M!..
KUNENE REQION. NAMIBIA.

EnviroP lan Consulling cc hereby gives
m o I1 nmn nferestad and

12APs), that an
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Ermironmental Commissioner In berms of
the Emvironmentall Mans gemant Act (No. 7
of 2007) a tlows;
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ASS T FOR THE P
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ina below.
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CALL FOR REGISTARTION AS
INTERES TED AND AFFECTED PARTIES

ENVIRONMENTAL ENT

CALL FOR RECISTARTION AS
INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES

FOR AN APPLICATICN FOR
ENVIROMMENTAL CLE ARANCE FOR
THE PROPOSED 20 MW PV SOLAR
PARN (40 HA) AND THE AS SOCIATED
30 KM LONG 88 KV POWE RLINE
OBHKOTO REGION

1. PROJECT SITE AND DESCRIPTION
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8 20 MW PV Solar Park {40 Ha | on Farm
Massaus No 855 and e Associated 30
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