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1. STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 

 

1.1 EIA Regulations  

 

Section 21 of the EIA regulation outlines the Public Participation Process 

(PPP). PPP is an important process, because it gives members of the public 

and Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs), an opportunity to comment or 

raise concerns that may affect the socio-economic or general environment 

because of the project.  

 

1.2 Newspaper Adverts 

 

Section 21 (c) stipulates that ECC applications should be advertised once a 

week for two consecutive weeks in two newspapers that are widely circulated 

in Namibia.  

 

The ECC application was advertised in the Namibian and New Era Newspapers 

(Appendix 1-4). 

 

Section 21 (c), stipulates that ECC applications should be advertised once a 

week 

for two consecutive weeks in two newspapers that are widely circulated in 

Namibia. 

 

Adverts were placed in the newspapers as follows: 

 

• 1st Advert - The Namibian: 7th March 2025  

• 2nd Advert - The Namibian: 13th March 2025  

 

• 1st Advert - New Era:  7th March 2025  

• 2nd Advert - New Era:   13th March 2025  

 

1.3 Consultation meetings  

 

Tortoise Environment Consultants (TEC) did a power presentation outlining the 

following (Presentation attached – Appendix 6): 

 

a) Project scope proposed construction of the road  

 

b) EIA framework and ECC application process 

 

c) Environmental and Social aspects to be assessed 

 

d) National socio-economic benefits 

 

e) Envisaged community benefits  
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1.3.1 Authority Consultation  

 

Consultations were done with the Oshikoto Regional Council during the EIA 

field assessment exercise on the 14th March 2025, through which due 

information and documentation were provided to the Environmental 

Assessment Practitioner (EAP). 

 

1.3.2 Public Meetings 

 

Section 21 (5,6) requires that public meeting/s should be held near the 

project site to inform the public about the project and subsequent submission 

of the ECC application to the Environmental Commissioner.  

 

Type of 
meeting 

Date Venue 

1st Public 
Meeting  

14th March 2025  Onyaanya Constituency Office  

2nd Public 
Meeting  

14th March 2025  Forestry Office Hall, Onankali  

3rd Public 
Meeting  

15th March 2025  Okankolo Constituency Office  

4th Public 
Meeting 

15th March 2025 Ontana ELCIN Church  
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2. STAKEHOLDER COMMENTS  

 

2.1 Comments from the meetings   

No. Question / 

Comment 

Description Response 

(Consultant / Developer / Investor) 

Relevant ESMP Section  

1.  Employment for 

Locals 

There is strong outcry to ensure 

employment opportunities for locals. 

Employment opportunities for locals will be 

prioritised and employment will comply with 

conditions of the Labour Act of Namibia. 

Socio-Economic 

Development and Labour 

2.  Demining  Community members suggest that 

contractors first do demining of 

ammunition (explosives) if road direction 

is to be changed. 

Local police force will be urged to do a 

thorough demining before the construction of 

the road. 

Socio- Economic 

Development and Labour 

3.  Homestead 

Pipelines  

Community members have some of their 

homestead pipelines crossing the road 

from the main NAMWATER pipeline. 

Contractors will be urged to build culverts/ 

bridges for community pipelines to pass 

through them. 

Socio-Economic 

Development and Labour 

4.  Water Source Community members frequently asked 

about the water source for the project 

and suggested for drilling boreholes. 

Studies to be done on whether NAMWATER 

can provide enough water for the project and 

to propose drilling of boreholes for 

supplementary purposes 

Socio-Economic 

Development and Labour 

5.  Borrow Pits  Community members urged contractors 

to leave the borrow pits in a good and 

safe condition for human and livestock 

consumption.  

Borrow pits are to be fenced off and be dug 

with a 20◦ decline. 

Environmental Impact 

6.  Sand Quality  Community raised a concern on the type 

of sand quality to be used to construct 

the road.  

Geotech studies are to be done by the 

contractors.  

Environmental Impact 

7.  Access Roads Community urged for the construction of 

access roads to schools, hospitals, and 

etc. 

Access roads to schools and hospitals will be 

prioritised as well. 

Environmental Impact 
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No. Question / 

Comment 

Description Response 

(Consultant / Developer / Investor) 

Relevant ESMP Section  

8.  Traffic Calming 

structures 

Community urged the contractors to 

construct a road with clear signages and 

speed humps to ensure safety for kids 

and livestock (road users) crossing the 

road. 

Contractors will be advised to construct 

traffic calming structures for safety of 

inhabitants and their livestock’s. 

Socio-Economic 

Development and labour 

9.  Compensation 

of encroaching 

community 

camps and 

buildings  

Community members with camps and 

buildings encroaching the area of the 

road frequently asked if they will be 

compensated to make way for the 

construction. 

Road authority will deal with the 

compensation of the affected parties. 

Socio-Economic 

Development and Labour 
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Figure 1: Community meeting held at Onyaanya Constituency Office, Onyaanya Village 14 March 2025. 

 

 
Figure 2: Community meeting held at Onankali Forestry Hall, Onankali Village 14 March 2025. 
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Figure 3: Community meeting held at Okankolo Constituency Office, Okankolo 15 March 2025. 

 

 
Figure 4: Community meeting held at Ontana Elcin Church, Ontana Village 15 March 2025. 
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3. APPENDICES 

 

APPENDIX (1):  Newspaper advert 1 – The Namibian   
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APPENDIX (2):  Newspaper advert 3 – New Era   

 
 

NEWS 5Friday 7 March 2025   NEW ERA

PUBLIC NOTICE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

PROPOSED UPGRADING OF DR 3630 ONYATI – ONYUULAYE – ONKUMBULA (70KM), 
FROM GRAVEL TO LOW VOLUME SEAL (LVS) STANDARD (TAR ROAD)

& 

INVITATION TO A PUBLIC MEETING

Tortoise Environmental Consultants (TEC) hereby notifies all Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) 

that an application for an Environmental Clearance Certificate will be submitted to the Environmental 

Commissioner, in accordance with the provisions of the Environmental Management Act (No. 7 of 2007) and 

EIA Regulations (GN 30 of 2012) as follows:

!"#$"%&'
()*%#")+')$,-

.")&/-$,)$&0!(.1

Proponent: Ministry of Works and Transport 
Project Location: DR3630: Onyati – Onyuulaye – Onkumbula , Oshikoto Region 

Public meeting 1. 

Venue: Date: Time: 

Oshikoto Regional Council, Omuthiya, 14th March 2025 10H00 am – 11H00 am

Public meeting 2.

Onyaanya Constituency Office 14th March 2025 12H00 pm – 13H00 pm

Public meeting 3.

Forestry Office Hall, Onankali 14th March 2025 14H00 pm – 15H00 pm

Public meeting 4.

Okankolo Constituency Office 15th March 2025 11H00 am – 12H00 pm

Public meeting 5.

Ontana ELCIN Church 15th March 2025 14H00 pm – 15H00 pm

Deadline for Comments: 3rd April 2025

Register as I&Aps @: Email: info@tec.com.na , Postal Address: P.O. Box 35473,
Cell phone: +264811220114 or +264814077616
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Â Rudolf Gaiseb

 

T
he loss of lives due to human-
wildlife conflict (HWC) is 
increasing at an alarming 

rate, with the Zambezi region the 
worst a"ected, says a recent report 
by Namibia’s parliamentary standing 
committee on natural resources.

  According to the report, this is 
because the region is situated in the 
middle of the Kavango, Zambezi 
Trans-Frontier Conservation Area 
(KAZA-TFCA), the second largest 
nature and landscape conservation 
area, replete with a large elephant 
population.

Other regions a"ected by the crisis 
are Erongo and Kunene, where cases 
of human-wildlife con#ict happen 
almost every day.

The committee noted that an 
intervention from the government 
is required as a matter of urgency to 
address the situation. $e report was 
compiled between August 2023 and 
August 2024 and comes as a response 
to a motion tabled in Parliament by 
deputy health and social services 
minister, Ester Muinjangue, in 2023. 

  The Zambezi region has 15 
conservancies and one association, as 

well as three national parks - Bwabwata, 
Bamunu, and KAZA-TFCA – which 
are home to 400 animal species. 

$e residents of Sangwali area in 
Judea Lyabboloma constituency of 
Zambezi region described the national 
parks in their areas as both a blessing 
and a curse, because they continue 
su"ering heavy losses from incidences 
of human wildlife con#ict due to their 
proximity. 

Sangwali area borders Nkasa 
Rupara and Mudumu national parks 
to the east and to the west respectively.

“In 2020, there were 139 cases, of 
which 109 were crop %eld damage, 
29 livestock attacks, and one human 
attack. In 2021, the total number 
of cases rose to 201 with 193 crop 
%eld damage and eight incidences 
of livestock attacks. In 2022, a total 
of 188 cases were recorded, 180 of 
them crop %elds damage while eight 

were livestock attacks. From 
January to mid-August 2023 
alone, more than 180 cases were 
recorded involving damage to 
crop %elds, livestock attacks and 
even loss  of  human  lives,” the 
report added. 

Besides the Zambezi region, 
people in Kavango East and West, 
Kunene, and Erongo compete for 
water and crops with animals due 
to the severe drought the country 
is facing.  

“Wildlife is one of the 
remaining assets of the natural 

world with considerable 
potential to benefit rural 
communities. However, one 
of the greatest threats to this 
wildlife, particularly the more 
iconic species such as elephants, 
crocodiles, and lions, arises from 
HWC, through retaliation for 
loss of livestock to predators, 
crop damage by elephants, and 
loss of human life or injury. It is 
unfortunate that both wildlife 
and human beings %nd it di&cult 
to coexist, resulting in HWC,” the 
report states.

“ The communities out 
there are devastated by the 
loss of domestic animals to 
predators, loss of life as a result 
of crocodile attacks, and crop 
damage, including destruction 
of infrastructure by wild animals, 
especially elephants,” the report 
adds.

Zambezi governor Lawrence 
Alufea Sampofu told the 
committee the human-wildlife 
con#ict occurs due to the sharing 
of water points.

“Communities dependent 
on the [Zambezi] river and 
resources along the river bring 
them into conflict with wild 
animals,” he said.

According to the committee, 
chief regional o&cer Reginah 
Ndopu Lubinda, said the regional 
council has been exploring 
ways to restore the region to its 
former glory as the breadbasket 
of Namibia by considering 
other alternatives to wildlife 
conservation.

$is includes reducing the 
size of conservancies to allow 
communities to farm and 
produce enough food for their 
livelihood.

“$e Zambezi region has quite 
a number of conservancies, which 
cannot cater to all communities, 
hence the need for exploring other 
means of survival, agriculture in 
particular. The region needs 
to strike a balance to ensure 
people do not go hungry while 
protecting wildlife animals.”

–rrgaiseb@gmail.com

Human-

wildlife 

conflict 

clashes 

increase

Trample… !e loss of lives due to human-wildlife con"ict is increasing at an alarming rate with the 
Zambezi region the worst a#ected . Photo: Festus Hamalwa 
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APPENDIX (3):  Newspaper advert 4 – New Era    

 

10 Thursday 13 March 2025    NEW ERAInside BUSINESS

C
APE TOWN - Malawi could 
generate up to US$30 billion (almost 
N$550 billion) from mineral exports 

between 2026 and 2040, with annual 
revenues expected to hit US$3 billion by 
2034, according to the World Bank. !e 
financial institution projects the sector 
to account for 12% of the country’s GDP 
by 2027, driven by new projects and 
the expansion of existing production  
initiatives. 

As prospects within Malawi’s mining 
industry continue to grow, the upcoming 
African Mining Week in Cape Town will 
serve as a key platform to connect Malawian 
stakeholders, regulators and global investors, 
driving investment in"ows and fostering 
strategic collaborations to accelerate sectoral 
development.

Malawi has recorded several industry 
growth milestones in 2025, with global 
partners expediting exploration and 
production projects in line with the country’s 
Agriculture, Tourism and Mining Strategy, 
designed to attract new investments for 
economic growth. Last month, Australian 
company Lotus Resources secured US$38.5 
million in funding from South African banks 
First Capital Bank and Standard Bank for its 
Kayelekera Uranium Project. 

!is #nancing injection not only supports 
operational readiness, but also enhances 
Malawi’s positioning as a competitive 
uranium producer amid rising global 
demand. With the funds providing working 
capital and supporting the #rm’s equipment 
procurement, the development marks a huge 
milestone for the project, ahead of a planned 
Q3 2025 #rst production target.

Sovereign Metals, supported by Rio Tinto, 
is fast-tracking the Kasiya Rutile-Graphite 

Project, home to the world’s largest known 
rutile resource and the second-largest "ake 
graphite reserve. A February 2025 test 
conducted by the #rm con#rmed the mine’s 
suitability for refractory applications, while 
a January 2025 feasibility study projected 
US$16.4 billion in revenue potential. 

As global markets increasingly seek 
sustainable sources of high-quality rutile and 

graphite, Kasiya is well-positioned to become 
a pivotal supplier, meeting rising industrial 
and green energy needs. With US$665 
million allocated for project development, 
Kasiya is expected to become a major revenue 
generator for Malawi.

In the rare earths/ sector, Australia’s 
Lindian Resources is seeking to attract new 
investment partners for its Kangankunde 

Rare Earths Project. !e company recently 
awarded a US$1.3 million contract to Mota-
Engil to develop infrastructure and carry 
out civil works, advancing project timelines. 
With rare earth elements playing a crucial 
role in high-tech industries, clean energy and 
defence applications, this project strengthens 
Malawi’s position in the global supply chain.

In January 2025, Kula Gold and African 
Rare Metals established a joint venture (JV) 
for the Wozi Niobium Project to accelerate 
project development through expertise and 
shared capital. 

!e JV has applied for an exploration 
licence, with plans for #eldwork, sampling 
and a US$100,000 drilling program 
beginning in Q2 2025. Given growing 
demand for niobium for steel production, 
the project is poised to generate substantial 
foreign exchange earnings for Malawi. 
Amid these developments, African Mining 
Week will provide a platform for deal-making 
and partnerships, connecting Malawi’s 
mining sector with global investors and 
showcasing the country’s growing potential 
as a hub for critical minerals. 

With an increasing focus on securing 
reliable mineral supplies for the energy 
transition, Malawi’s rich deposits of uranium, 
graphite, niobium and rare earths present 
a unique opportunity for international 
stakeholders seeking long-term, stable 
partnerships.

African Mining Week serves as a premier 
platform for exploring the full spectrum of 
mining opportunities across Africa. !e 
event is held alongside the African Energy 
Week: Invest in African Energies 2025 
conference from 1 to 3 October in Cape 
Town.  

– APO Group

Industry growth… Malawi’s mining industry continues to grow and is driving investment 
in!ows and fostering strategic collaborations to accelerate sectoral development. Photo: Contributed

Global firms target Malawi’s US$30 billion mineral boom

Tortoise Environmental Consultants (TEC) hereby notifies all Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) 

that an application for an Environmental Clearance Certificate will be submitted to the Environmental 

Commissioner, in accordance with the provisions of the Environmental Management Act (No. 7 of 2007) 

and EIA Regulations (GN 30 of 2012) as follows:

Proponent: Ministry of Works and Transport 

Project Location: DR3630: Onyati – Onyuulaye – Onkumbula , Oshikoto Region 

Deadline for Comments: 3rd April 2025

Register as I&Aps @: Email: info@tec.com.na, Postal Address: P.O. Box 35473, 

Cell phone: +264811220114 or +264814077616

Tortoise
Environmental

Consultants(TEC)

PUBLIC NOTICE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

PROPOSED UPGRADING OF DR 3630 ONYATI - ONYUULAYE – ONKUMBULA 
(70KM), FROM GRAVEL TO LOW VOLUME SEAL (LVS) STANDARD (TAR ROAD)

& INVITATION TO A PUBLIC MEETING

Proponent: Ministry of Works and Transport
Project Location: DR3630: Onyati – Onyuulaye – Onkumbula , Oshikoto Region 
Public meeting 1. Venue: Oshikoto Regional Council, Omuthiya, Date: 14th March 2025,
Time: 10H00 am – 11H00 am
Public meeting 2. Venue: Onyaanya Constituency Office, Date: 14th March 2025, 
Time: 12H00 pm – 13H00 pm
Public meeting 3. Venue: Forestry Office Hall, Onankali, Date: 14th March 2025, 
Time: 14H00 pm – 15H00 pm
Public meeting 4. Venue: Okankolo Constituency Office, Date: 15th March 2025, 
Time: 11H00 am – 12H00 pm
Public meeting 5. Venue: Ontana ELCIN Church, Date: 15th March 2025 
Time: 14H00 pm – 15H00 pm

PUBLIC NOTICE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT CONSTRUCTION 
OF GRAVEL ROADS DR4172 OMAGONENI – OMUHONGO 

(24 KM) & INVITATION TO A PUBLIC MEETING

Tortoise Environmental Consultants 

(TEC) hereby notifies all Interested 

and Affected Parties (I&APs) that 

an application for an Environmental 

Clearance Certificate will be submitted 

to the Environmental Commissioner, in 

accordance with the provisions of the 

Environmental Management Act (No. 7 

of 2007) and EIA Regulations (GN 30 of 

2012) as follows:

Tortoise
Environmental

Consultants(TEC)

Proponent:   Ministry of Works and Transport 

Project Location:   DR4172: Epembe Constituency, Ohangwena Region

Public meeting 1. Venue:  Hafyenanye Junior Primary School, 

   Date: 19th March 2025, 

Time:    09H00 am – 10H00 am

Public meeting 2. Venue:  Omuhongo Clinic, Date: 18th March 2025, 

Time:    12H00 pm – 13H00 pm

Deadline for Comments: 8th April 2025

Register as I&Aps @: Email: info@tec.com.na , 

Postal Address: P.O. Box 35473, 

Cell phone: +264811220114 or +264814077616
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Consultants(TEC)

APPENDIX (4):  Attendance Register – Meeting with Regional Council  
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Tortoise
Environmental

Consultants(TEC)

APPENDIX (5):  Attendance Register – Community Meetings   










































































































































