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Notification Letter to Omaheke Regional Council 
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Proof of Ministerial Notifications 
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Press Notice: New Era - 3 and 10 March 2025 
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Press Notice: The Namibian - 3 and 10 March 2025 
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Site Notice 1 – On D8310 Driving from South to North 
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Site Notice 2– On D8310 Driving from North to South 

 

Site Notice 3 – At Talismanus Clinic 
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Site Notice 3 -Member of the GPT Team Explaining the Project to Interested Parties who Saw 

the Notice at the Clinic 

 

Site Notice 4 – At Fuel Retail Facility 
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Site Notice 5 – Helena Primary School 
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Minutes of Meeting 

Re: Meeting: Environmental Impact Assessments for EPLs 9971, 9972, 9974 and 9975 in the 

Omaheke Region 

Date: Monday, 17 February 2025 

Time: 14:00 

Venue: Otjombinde Constituency Office 

In attendance:  

Name Position Organisation 

Wenzel Kavaka  Regional Councillor Otjombinde Regional Council 

Jacqualine Hoëses  Ranger Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism 

(Gobabis)  

Georgina Swartz Warden Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism 

(Gobabis)  

T. Mukuahima  NamPol  

Silbanus Hoveka  Traditional Councillor Hoveka Traditional Authority  

Abedi Kaiko  Conservancy Management 

Committee, Chairperson  

Otjombinde Conservancy and Community Forest 

Percy Tjijenda Conservancy Management 

Committee, Vice Treasurer 

Otjombinde Conservancy and Community Forest 

Benitha Kamboua Conservancy Management 

Committee, Secretary 

Otjombinde Conservancy and Community Forest 

David K. Tjozongoro  Senior Traditional Councillor Ovambanderu Traditional Council 

Paulina Geelbooi  Senior Traditional Councillor Ovambanderu Traditional Council 

Christian Brunette Geologist Votorantim Metals Namibia 

André Faul Environmental Scientist Geo Pollution Technologies 

Abedi Kaiko welcomed everyone at the meeting and allowed the different parties to introduce 

themselves.  

André Faul explained that the purpose of the meeting is to establish communication channels and 

information sharing between the different parties involved, and to allow for cooperation during, and 

after, the environmental assessment process. He further briefly explained the environmental assessment 

process and gave a short overview of what exploration typically entails. He stressed that the first stages 

of exploration are not invasive and only if a specific area is suspected of having a resource, more 

intrusive methods are used which may include exploration drilling. 

Christian Brunette provided background information on Votorantim Metals Namibia, stating that it is a 

Namibian company focussed entirely on exploration, with a parent company in Brazil. Votorantim 

Metals Namibia has exclusive prospecting licences (EPLs) all over Namibia. 

André Faul noted that Votorantim Metals Namibia has not officially been issued with the EPLs yet, but 

only with an “intention to grant” by the Ministry of Mines and Energy, on condition that the 
environmental assessment is conducted and that an environmental clearance certificate be issued. Once 

the EPL is then granted, and Votorantim Metals Namibia wish to access the land, a surface access 

agreement has to be reached. 

A question was raised on whether locals will get opportunities for employment once Votorantim Metals 

Namibia start exploration in the area. It was affirmed that some unskilled labourers may be sourced from 

the area for manual labour like clearing vegetation to provide access for the exploration teams to conduct 

geophysical investigations or drilling.  

Mr Tjorongoro stated that they do not have any objection to the proposed activities as long as all 

communication, notifications and requests are made through the office of the Regional Councillor. 

André Faul said that when the environmental assessment is submitted to the Ministry of Environment, 

Forestry and Tourism, it must be accompanied by letter(s) of support from relevant authorities. The 
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same will be required once Votorantim Metals Namibia wants to access the area. These will then all be 

made via the office of Mr. Kavaka. 

With no further matters to discuss, the meeting was adjourned. 
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Minutes of Meeting 

Re: Meeting: Environmental Impact Assessments for EPLs 9971, 9972, 9974 and 9975 in the 

Omaheke Region 

Date: Thursday, 20 February 2025 

Time: 09:00 

Venue: NACSO Boardroom, Windhoek 

In attendance:  

Name Organisation 

Maxi Louis Namibian Association for CBNRM Support Organisations (NACSO) 

Uaanao Katjinjaa Namibian Association for CBNRM Support Organisations (NACSO) 

John Hazam Namibia Nature Foundation (NNF) 

Tunnomukwathi Angula Namibian Association for CBNRM Support Organisations (NACSO) 

Usiel Ndjavera World Wide Fund for Nature (Namibia) 

Michelle Dillmann Votorantim Metals Namibia 

Rafael Freitas Nexa Resources 

Sem Cambiete Votorantim Metals Namibia 

André Faul Geo Pollution Technologies 

Maxi Louis welcomed everyone at the meeting and allowed the different parties to introduce themselves. 

André Faul then explained that the purpose of the meeting is to establish communication channels and 

information sharing between the different parties involved, and to allow for cooperation during, and 

after, the environmental assessment process. A general discussion ensued between all parties present at 

the meeting and the following is a summary of the key insights gained from the discussion: 

 There are no resident non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in the Otjombinde Conservancy, 

but the NNF does periodically get involved with projects in the conservancy. 

 Among others, NACSO works towards ensuring that business developments/activities in 

conservancies take notice of the local communities and inform and involve them in various 

processes of setting up such businesses. Secondly, NACSO also ensures that environmental 

impact assessments (EIAs) follow the correct procedures and processes for activities in 

conservancies requiring assessment and that all support organisations associated with NACSO 

are involved. 

 It is important to also inform the Omuramba Ua Mbinda Communal Conservancy about the 

EIA, even if only a small portion of the EPL overlaps with the conservancy. 

 It should be established whether the communal conservancies and the community forests share 

the same management committees or not. If not, both should be informed and considered. 

 The overarching Regional Conservancy Association must also be involved in the EIA process. 

NACSO will share the contact details with Geo Pollution Technologies. 

 The conservancy Game Management and Utilization Plan (GMUP) must be considered in the 

EIA process. NACSO will share this with Geo Pollution Technologies. 

 The latest conservancy profile and annual report must be considered in the EIA process. 

NACSO will share these with Geo Pollution Technologies.  

 Public meetings should be conducted in Otjombinde (Talismanus) and Helena. Notifications 

should be aired on the Herero radio station of the Namibian Broadcasting Corporation (NBC).  

 The NNF can assist with disseminating information regarding the EIA and the public 

consultation process to the conservancies.  

With no further matters to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 09:40. 
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Minutes of Meeting 

Public meeting: Environmental Assessment for Exploration Activities on EPL 9972, 9973, 9974 

and 9975, Omaheke Region  
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Date: 12 March 2025 

Time: 10:00 AM  

Venue: Talismanus Town Hall, Otjombinde Constituency, Omaheke Region   

 

List of Abbreviations 
EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EPL Exclusive Prospecting License 

GPT Geo Pollution Technologies (Pty) Ltd 

MAWLR Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Land Reform 

MEFT Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism 

The meeting was chaired by André Faul and translation from English to Otjiherero and vice versa was 

performed by Abedi Kaiko.  

André Faul made introductions and continued to give a short presentation on the proposed exclusive 

prospecting licence areas in the Constituency and explained the purpose and procedures of the 

environmental assessment process. He stressed that the first stages of exploration are not invasive and 

only if a specific area is suspected of having a resource, more intrusive methods are used which may 

include exploration drilling. After the presentation the audience was provided with an opportunity to 

ask questions regarding the project.  

An audience member asked what the benefits for the community will be and if they come across an area 

where only one person resides, how will they ensure their protection and safety. André Faul responded 

that during the exploration phase, benefits to the community may be limited, primarily in terms of 

employment. Benefits do include the economic injection into the local community when exploration 

teams require services such as lodging, food and fuel. Unskilled workers may be employed to assist with 

clearing areas for geophysical investigations and clearing of drilling areas. If drilling takes place, it will 

provide valuable information regarding groundwater sources. He further stated that all land owners must 

be contacted prior to the exploration team accessing the land. He acknowledged the difficulty of 

contacting all land owners due to the remoteness of the area and the lack of formal communication 

channels. He mentioned the importance of involvement of authorities, including the MAWLR and the 

regional council. Additionally, he reassured attendees of GPT and the client’s cooperation with the 
Otjombinde conservancy committee and the constituency office. The objective is to identify residents, 

obtain their contact details, and make prior arrangements to determine accessible and restricted areas. 

An audience member stated that he encountered an individual who have received permission from one 

of the traditional authorities and the Ministry of Mines and Energy to conduct exploration in their area. 

This individual did not consult the community beforehand. While pointing at a map, the attendee 

requested confirmation from André Faul, asking whether multiple parties can conduct exploration in the 

same area. André Faul stated that there should not be two or more EPLs overlapping. He asked the 

attendee to approximately identify the area on the map. He explained that within the EPL, the specific 

area in question has mining claims and is entirely excluded from the EPL. He added that although there 

are established procedures and regulations, not everyone follows them. He informed attendees to the 

MEFT website, where complaints regarding such matters can be submitted. A discussion in Otjiherero 

ensued between members of the audience. The details of the conversation pertained to the mining claim 

issue. 

A member of the audience asked how long the environmental assessment will take and how long it will 

take before the company starts exploration. André Faul stated that the environmental assessment needs 

to be submitted by latest May 2025 to meet the Ministry of Mines deadline which is towards the end of 

2025. The timing of exploration depends on Votorantim’s schedule, but it can only start after the 
environmental clearance is issued, thus soonest 2026. 

It was asked if the exploration team will just come onto their land once environmental assessment is 

finished. André Faul stated that they will have to first engage with the various authorities such as the 

chairman of the constituency office, the conservancy committee, etc. in order to establish 

communication channels between themselves and the land owners. Surface access agreements must also 

then be negotiated before they can access the areas. 
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A concern was raised that there is a big information gap between the Otjombinde community and the 

Ministry of Mines and Energy. This gap needs to be closed and the Ministry should engage with the 

community. The Otjombinde community is remote and does not gain access to information from the 

Ministry. That is why people can show up with mining licenses without the locals knowing about it. 

André Faul mentioned that he will include this request in the EIA. He stressed that reaching each and 

every person residing in the area is extremely difficult and even with the steps taken by GPT, there will 

still be people who have not heard about Votorantim on the day they start exploration. 

A request was made that Votorantim makes themselves know to the local residents so that they are aware 

of them. Also as they move through the area into different locations, they should notify the communities. 

With no further matters the meeting was adjourned. 
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Minutes of Meeting 

Public meeting: Exploration Activities for Votorantim Metals Namibia on EPL 9972, 9973, 9974 

and 9975, Omaheke Region  
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Date: 13 March 2025 

Time: 10:00 AM  

Venue: Helena Primary School, Otjombinde Constituency, Omaheke Region   

 

List of Abbreviations 
EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EPL Exclusive Prospecting License 

GPT Geo Pollution Technologies  

RAP Resettlement Action Plan 

The meeting was chaired by André Faul and translation from English to Otjiherero and vice versa was 

performed by Abedi Kaiko.  

André Faul made introductions and continued to give a short presentation on the proposed exclusive 

prospecting licence areas in the Constituency and explained the purpose and procedures of the 

environmental assessment process. He stressed that the first stages of exploration are not invasive and 

only if a specific area is suspected of having a resource, more intrusive methods are used which may 

include exploration drilling. After the presentation the audience was provided with an opportunity to 

ask questions regarding the project. 

A meeting attendee asked whether Votorantim Metals will bring their own employees for the work or 

if members from the local community would be included. André Faul responded by explaining that 

during the exploration phase, only a small team is required. He further stated that Votorantim already 

has qualified candidates who are experienced in the work, specifically in the geological aspect. 

However, he acknowledged that for line-cutting, especially given the area's dense vegetation, local 

assistance would be needed. He added that if the project progresses to the mining phase, and valuable 

minerals are found, more workers would be required, creating employment opportunities. He assured 

that where possible, the local community would be prioritized for support roles. 

A question was raised if residents would be compensated if minerals were found on their land and 

whether they would need to relocate. André Faul explained that if a minable resource is find, a detailed 

EIA will be required that focus on specifically that area. This will also require a resettlement action plan. 

He reassured attendees that compensation will be provided if relocation is necessary, with formal 

negotiations involving Votorantim, the EPL consultants, and the government, as it is government land. 

It was asked why the broader community was not invited to the meeting. André Faul explained the 

challenges in arranging meetings and reaching everyone in a communal area. It is thus best to work 

through the constituency and conservancy offices to disseminate information as widely as possible. 

With no further matters the meeting was adjourned. 
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Notified and Registered Interested and Affected Parties 
Name Position Organisation 

Andrew Kgosiemang Chief Batswana Ba Namibia Traditional Authority 

Clifford Katjinjo Manager Otjombinde Communal Conservancy and Community 

Forest 

Silbanus Hoveka  Hoveka Traditional Authority 

Ronnie Kandapaera Forestry Official  Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism 

Georgina  Swartz Warden Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism 

(Gobabis)  

Jacqualine Hoëses  Ranger Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism 

(Gobabis)  

Vetundja  Kazapua  Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism - 

Directorate of Forestry 

John Hazam Senior Technical Advisor  Namibia Nature Foundation  

Priscilla Mundilo  Senior Technical Advisor 

ESMS 

Namibia Nature Foundation  

Tessa Iiyambula CBNRM Contact Namibia Nature Foundation  

T Mukuahima  Nampol 

Calvin Sisamu  NamPower 

Andries Kok  Chief Operations Officer NamWater 

Jolanda Kamburona Environmental Scientist 

Water Quality & ES 

NamWater 

Fillemon Aupokolo  NamWater 

Detlivine Katamelo Chief Community 

Liaison Officer 

Omaheke Regional Council 

Pecka Semba Office of the Chief 

Regional Officer 

Omaheke Regional Council 

Daniel Marenga Chief Ovaherero Traditional Authority 

Erika Ndjavera Chairlady Omuramba Ua Mbinda Communal Conservancy and 

Community Forest 

Abednego Abedi Kaiko Chairperson (Outgoing) Otjombinde Communal Conservancy and Community 

Forest 

Benitha Kamboua Secretary Otjombinde Communal Conservancy and Community 

Forest 

Percy Tjijenda Treasurer Otjombinde Communal Conservancy and Community 

Forest 

Mitchel Ngaujake Chairperson (New) Otjombinde Communal Conservancy and Community 

Forest 

Jacobus Wasserfall Hunting Operator  Otjombinde Conservancy 

Wenzel Kavaka Regional Councillor Otjombinde Constituency 

David K. Tjozongoro  Senior Traditional 

Councillor 

Ovambanderu Traditional Council 

Paulina Geelbooi  Senior Traditional 

Councillor 

Ovambanderu Traditional Council 

Eben Nowaseb  Chief Warden for 

Omaheke Region 

Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism 

(Gobabis)  

Maxi Louis Director The Namibian Association of Community Based 

Natural Resource Management (CBNRM) Support 

Organisations (NACSO) 

Tunomukwathi Angula  The Namibian Association of Community Based 

Natural Resource Management (CBNRM) Support 

Organisations (NACSO) 
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Name Position Organisation 

Uaanao Katjinjaa  The Namibian Association of Community Based 

Natural Resource Management (CBNRM) Support 

Organisations (NACSO) 

Matthew Walters Manager World Wildlife Fund 

Usiel Ndjavera  World Wildlife Fund 

 
Comments Received Response 

E-Mail Received  

From: John Hazam 

Date: 4 March 2025 

A couple of questions: 

1. What are you looking for?  What are you hoping to 

find? 

2. What technologies are you going to use – are you 

drilling? – are you using remote satellite technologies? 

Thank you for your mail. They are particularly 

interested in copper deposits, but of course, should 

they find any other minable resource which falls 

within the category base and rare metals, industrial 

minerals and precious metals, they would probably be 

interested in that too. I attach an EIA for a similar EPL, 

although in a different area, that we conducted for 

them. Refer to section 5 for details on the exploration 

processes. It will be exactly the same for the ones in 

Omaheke Region. 

E-Mail Received 

From: Mitchel Ngaujake 

Date: 24 April 2025 

I am Mr Mitchel Ngaujake, the Otjombinde 

Conservancy chairperson. I read the report and I need 

time to understand the content since its an area I am 

not familiar with. I am only responding because today 

is the due date. From my little understanding, your 

company wants to explore our area and I wanted to 

write your company a formal letter but since you have 

created this platform let me use the opportunity. 

Our conservancy has a lot of challenges and it is all 

about ignorance. The biggest problem in our area is 

that the community is not too aware about the 

importance of the conservancy that is why we want to 

start with outreach programmes where we are going to 

introduce ourselves to the different communities, tell 

the communities the benefits they will get from the 

conservancy, recruit and appoint new game guards too 

mention but a few. For this we need finance. That is 

one area we need to be assisted with. Secondly, we 

want to capacitate the executive and the office bearers 

so that we have the know how to run this conservancy. 

I am writing to you to please advise us on what to do 

so that we get help from your company.  

Waiting to hear from you. 

Mr Mitchel Ngaujake 

Otjombinde Conservancy 

Dear Mr Ngaujake 

Thank you for your e-mail. If you have any questions 

with regard to the contents of the report, you are more 

than welcome to contact me. Just to clarify, I work for 

Geo Pollution Technologies. We are a small 

environmental firm based in Windhoek. We are not 

the company who wish to do the exploration, we were 

only appointed by them (Votorantim Metals Namibia) 

to do the environmental assessment and write the 

report. Ultimately, it will be Votorantim who will 

come into the area to do exploration, and only if they 

are in the end awarded the exclusive prospecting 

licence (EPL) for that area. We as Geo Pollution 

Technologies are unfortunately not in a position to 

give financial assistance, and ultimately the real 

benefit to the community (and the conservancy) will 

come if Votorantim do find a resource worth mining 

in the area and a mining company starts mining in the 

area. Mining companies typically have a social 

responsibility and often support local communities 

with various social and economic upliftment 

programs.  

I will nevertheless pass your email and request on to 

Votorantim. 
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