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 22 January 2025 

 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING MINUTES: 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING ASSESSMENT (ESA) FOR THE PROPOSED PROSPECTING & 

EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES ON EXCLUSIVE PROSPECTING LICENCE (EPL) No.9727 LOCATED 

NEAR IN CENTRAL NAMIB, ERONGO REGION. 

 

Date:  Wednesday, 22 January 2025 

Time: 09:30 – 10:33 

Venue: Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism (MEFT) Offices, Swakopmund. 

 

The public consultation meeting was attended by four (9) attendees that included two (2) Environmental 

Consultants, two (2) Archaeologists and one (1) Geologist from Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (EDS) - 

Please refer to the attached attendance register.  

 

1. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOMING REMARKS 

The meeting was opened by the environmental consultant with an introduction of the team, who they are, 

and why they are consulting affected parties of the proposed prospecting and exploration activities on EPL 

9727. The meeting attendance register was then circulated for the attendees to write down their names and 

contact details so that they could be added to the list of interested and affected parties (I&APs) and receive 

further information on the ESA process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2 
 

Physical Address: 112, Robert Mugabe Avenue, Windhoek  

Postal Address: P.O Box 997154 Maerua Mall, Windhoek 

Telephone: +264 (0) 61 259 530 Fax2email: +264 (0) 886 560 836 

Email: info@edsnamibia.com  Web: www.edsnamibia.com 

2. MEETING AGENDA AND PRESENTATION 

The agenda of the meeting included the following main points: 

2.1 Brief Description of the Project 

The Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) and the reason that the Proponent appointed Excel 

Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (EDS), an independent Environmental Consultant to carry out the ESA and 

apply for the Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC). 

2.2 Explanation of what an ESA is, its Process, and the Public Role in the Process 

Mr. Mandume Leonard explained to the attendees the purpose of the meeting and why they were invited 

(with reference to the Environmental Management Act (EMA) No. 7 of 2007 and its 2012 Environmental 

Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations on Public Consultation). Mr. Leonard further explained what an ESA 

is and that the proposed exploration activities are one of the listed activities in the 2012 EIA Regulations of 

the EMA that cannot be undertaken without an ECC from the Environmental Commissioner. 

2.3 Presentation of Potential Project Impacts 

To ensure transparency and that the attendees understand both sides of the proposed project activities, 

the Environmental Consultants also presented the potential pre-identified potential positive & negative 

environmental and social impacts.  

2.4 Public Open Discussion (Interactive Session) 

Mr. Leonard allowed the meeting attendees to raise their concerns, issues and/or comments on the 

proposed project activities. The concerns/issues and comments recorded are presented in Table 1 below.
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Table 1: Comments and issues raised during the public consultation meeting, 22 January 2025 

Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & 

issue/comment/question 

Response and name of responder: 

1.  Commenter 1: If the minerals being explored 

by the proponents are found to be 

economically viable, what type of mining 

method will be implemented open-pit or 

underground mining? 

 

 

When would you like to receive the 

comments, and when would do you plan to 

visit our farms? 

 

Mr. Leonard Mandume (LM):  This Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) pertains 

solely to prospecting and exploration activities and does not cover any mining 

operations. If the proponents discover viable minerals within the commodities group, 

a separate, comprehensive EIA will be required. The EIA study will detail the 

proposed mining activities and outline the mitigation measures to address their 

potential impacts. 

 

Mr. LM: Two weeks from today, the comments discussed during this meeting will be 

recorded in our meeting minutes, which will be shared with all stakeholders. These 

comments will be incorporated into the Scoping Report. Once the Scoping Report is 

finalized, it will be sent to all stakeholders for review, allowing you to provide additional 

comments if any issues were not adequately addressed. As mentioned in the email, 

we would prefer to conduct the site visits either today or tomorrow. 

2.  Commenter 2:  Exploration activities were 

previously conducted on my farm several 

years ago. Could the proponent not review 

the prior exploration reports to determine the 

presence of commodities? 

 

 

Mr. LM: During the exploration and prospecting phase, various stages involve 

reviewing different reports and historical data related to geology and previous 

exploration activities. However, the proponents will still need to compile their own 

comprehensive reports to inform their decision on whether to proceed. They cannot 

solely rely on historical data for this determination. 
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & 

issue/comment/question 

Response and name of responder: 

The project is situated in a sensitive area 

concerning both vegetation and archaeology, 

including the presence of Lithops and other 

archaeological artifacts. I believe it is 

essential for these factors to be thoroughly 

considered in the study. 

 

In the BID, rehabilitation was mentioned. How 

does the proponent plan to rehabilitate the 

roads they will construct for site access, 

particularly in sensitive areas that contain 

exotic plants, Lithops, and potential 

archaeological artifacts? 

 

My farm contains historical artifacts dating 

back to the First World War between the 

British and Germans, including items such as 

bullets and buckles. I currently have an entire 

room dedicated to these artifacts, along with 

Bushmen pottery, cutting tools, and beads 

found in the mountains. These items are 

significant to the history of Namibia and must 

Mr. LM: Well, noted 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. LM: This will be addressed in the access agreements between the farmers and 

the proponents. However, it is advised that tracks be created in areas where there 

are no Lithops, as driving over areas where these plants are present should be 

avoided. 

 

 

 

Mr. LM: Well, noted. 
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & 

issue/comment/question 

Response and name of responder: 

be preserved. If mining proceeds, there is a 

risk that this valuable history will be lost. 

 

My son plans to start a tourism business, and 

I intend to open a museum. I am concerned 

that the presence of the mine could negatively 

impact the success of these ventures. 

 

 

 

 

Mr. LM: Well, noted. 

3.  Commenter 4:  We have made substantial 

investments in our property, which holds a 

certain value. If mining activities are initiated 

on our land, the value of our property is likely 

to decrease. I believe this is a critical factor to 

consider when preparing the report, as any 

recommendations made to benefit the 

proponent could come at our expense. 

 

The road from Lager Heinrich is well-

maintained, whereas the road through the 

Welwitschia Plains is not. In our efforts to 

improve it, we have scraped 30 km of the 

road, but it has since become untenable. If 

Mr. LM: Noted we will carefully consider all factors, including the potential effects on 

property value, and ensure that these are addressed in the report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. LM: It will be the proponent's responsibility to ensure that the road is maintained 

in good condition if it is to be used for their activities. 
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & 

issue/comment/question 

Response and name of responder: 

exploration and prospecting activities are 

expected to increase traffic on this road, it is 

essential that improvements be made. 

 

 

FINAL REMARKS AND CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

Mr. Leonard thanked the attendees for their crucial input through comments and raising their concerns. He indicated to the attendees that all their 

comments, concerns, and inputs had been noted down for consideration and addressing in the Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) Report 

as well as incorporating their recommendations into the draft EMP.  

Furthermore, Mr. Leonard informed the attendees that the draft meeting minutes, Environmental Assessment Report, and Environmental 

Management Plan (EMP) will be shared with them for review and further comments. These documents will be made available through emails 

provided on the attendance register. 

Once the review of the draft ESA Report and EMP is done, the documents will be finalized and submitted to the Environmental Commissioner at the 

Department of Environmental Affairs and Forestry (DEAF) for evaluation and consideration of an ECC. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10h33. 













From: wangula@edsnamibia.com <wangula@edsnamibia.com> 

Sent: Monday, 20 January 2025 5:40 pm 

To: valngf@iafrica.com.na; Elzanne Wylie <elzanne@phlegal.com.na>; leonajacobs@yahoo.co.uk; 

'leibersperger.h@gmx.net'; iipingea@edsnamibia.com 

Cc: 'Alma Nankela' <ahamulo@gmail.com>; public@edsnamibia.com 

Subject: RE: Stakeholder identification for the public consultation on the proposed prospecting and 

exploration activities on Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) No. 9727 Located in Central Namib. 

  

Good Day Valereis Geldenhuys 

Thank you for reaching out to our office , please find our response in red, 

  

1. Have you done an EIA? If so, could we have a copy of the EIA, as none of the farmers 

have been contacted? Our legal counsel wishes to see your EIA? Excel Dynamic 

Solution (EDS) (the consultant) has been appointed by Pointe Noire Investment cc (the 

proponent) to act on their behalf in obtaining an Environmental Clearance Certificate 

(ECC) for the proposed mineral exploration activities on Exclusive Prospecting License 

(EPL) 9727.We are busy engaging all the stakeholders to get their concerns and to 

invite them to a public consultation meeting which  scheduled to be on the 22 January 

2025 , 9:30 am at Swakopmund MEFT office , All the details will be shared with 

registered stakeholders, thus NO EIA have been completed as we still busy with the 

EIA process and stakeholder engagement is one of the component. 

  

2. Arandis is very far from our farms. You spoke of Jakkalswater, Jakkalsdans and 

Modderfontein (Wuestenquell) on the phone. This is nowhere near Arandis. Noted. We 

used it as a reference nearby town but as we have shared the BID , it’s still a draft , we 

can always amend it. 

3. Have you done the ECC, because without the EIA an ECC cannot be made? No ECC Have 

obtained yet , we are busy with EIA process , once we are done with the reporting, we 

will submit the report to MEFT as a competent authority to make a decision of either 

granting or decline the issuing of ECC. 

4. Can you forward all the farmers the EIA of our area please? I had a Geoscientist plot 

out the area of the Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) No. 9727 area and it covers 

most of our farms and most of Modderfontein. Is this correct? We will share the draft 

report with all the stakeholders for their inputs before we submit to the relevant 

authority. 

5. When will the meeting be? This is urgent as I have an appointment for a possible heart 

operation in SA very soon? I leave the 23rd Jan. 2025 and can only return from Cape 

Town by end of Feb.  2025. I do not wish to miss this meeting! Would you please 

consider allowing me a date to be able to attend? WE will share all the communication 



with all the registered stakeholders. The meeting is scheduled to take place on the 

22nd of January 2025, 09:30 am at Swakopmund MEFT office. 

6.1  The Baai way history 1856, Narrow Gauge German railway history1889 and First 

world War battel artefacts, from the battle between British Imperial and German 

forces that ended in  our 

area on 21 March 1915, are found on all the grounds of all 3 farms but 

mainly on Jakkalswater. The rest of the Heritage sights are on Jakkalsdans 

and Bushman paintings on Modderfontein.      Well, noted. 

      Dr John Kinahan has also written many facts on all this Archaeology and History as 

well. 

6.2 42 Heritage sights have been registered by Dr Alma Nankela, in a very extensive 

document on this area. The 38 Historic, Archaeologist, Botanical and Natural sculptural 

ascetics rock art is found mainly on Jakkalswater. 58 Rock sculptured art rock 

structures that are very unique and protected in 7 different Granite mountains on 

Jakkalswater and many more on 

                Modderfontein. Archaeological bushman pottery is found in every granite mountain. Noted. 

6.3  The Baai way history 1856, Narrow Gauge German railway history1889 and 

First world War battel artefacts, from the battle between British Imperial and 

German forces that ended in our area on 21 March 1915, are found on all the 

grounds of all 3 farms but mainly on Jakkalswater. There is archaeological pottery 

in many parts of all the granite mountains.  The rest of the Heritage sights are on 

Jakkalsdans and Bushman paintings on Modderfontein. Dr John Kinahan has also 

written many facts on all this Archaeology and History as well. Noted. 

6.4 There are many exotic protected plants: Especially Lithops throughout all the area ( and new large 

sights identified and recently found on Jakkalswater)that covers the Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) 

No. 9727 area. In the Jakkalswater mountains are also the scarce and protected Resurrection plant in 

the groves of the granite mountains. This is a scarce herbal, medicinal tea. Quiver trees over 600yrs old 

and many other scarce plants that are important to the maintenance of both animal and human 

life. Noted. 

6. All 3 farms soon will be touristic farms and one has been a tourist farm Wuestenquell -

Modderfontein for over 30years. Noted. 

7. Water is a major crisis in the total area. Each farm already had dry boreholes and all 

fountains on Wuestenquell are already dry as well as main borehole near the 

lodge. Noted. 

8. This area is very fragile and needs to protected and will mining not destroy all these 

Historical, Archaeological, Botanical, Geo-heritage, Biodiversity significance of our 

farms and all the unique Rock structural, only found in this area as well as the Rock 

painting structures? Noted, we will incorporate the all the comments and concerns in 



the Scoping report draft that will be shared with all stakeholders for their review 

before submission to the MEFT for their review. 

  

Thank you 

 

Kind regard, 

Wilbard Angula 

 


