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19 February 2025 
 

 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING MINUTES: 

PROJECT: Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) for the proposed prospecting and 

exploration activities on Exclusive Prospecting Licence (EPL) No. 9965 located east of 

Okombahe in the Erongo region, Namibia 

 
 
 

 
Date: Wednesday, 19 February 2025 

Time: 10:00 – 12:45 

Venue: Traditional Authority Office Okombahe 
 

 
The public consultation meeting was attended by ninety eight (98) people, including one 

environmental consultant and one archaeologist from Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (EDS); - 

Please refer to the attached attendance register. 

1. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOMING REMARKS 

The meeting was conducted by Mr. Mandume Leonard (an Environmental Consultant) with the 

assistance of an interpreter. Mr. Leonard opened the meeting by introducing the EDS team and 

then stating the purpose of the consultation meeting with the parties affected by the proposed 

mineral exploration activities on EPL No. 9965. The meeting attendance register was circulated 

for the attendees to sign and add their contact details, so that they could be added to the list of 

interested and affected parties (I&APs) and receive further information on the ESA process. 

 

 
2. MEETING AGENDA AND PRESENTATION 

The agenda of the meeting included the following main points: 

2.1 Brief Description of the Project 



 

 

Mr Leonard explained the EIA process to the attendees, and the reason for their invitation to the 

meeting (with reference to the Environmental Management Act (EMA) No. 7 of 2007 and its 2012 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations on Public Consultation). Mr. Leonard further 

explained the importance for the proposed project of requiring an Environmental Clearance 

Certificate (ECC) and attendee’s role in the EIA process. 

2.3 Presentation of Potential Project Impacts 

To ensure transparency towards the public and understanding of proposed works by the 

attendees, the Environmental Consultant also presented the pre-identified potential positive & 

negative environmental and social impacts. 

2.4 Public Open Discussion (Interactive Session) 

Mr Leonard provided the meeting attendees with the opportunity to raise their concerns/issues 

and/ or comment on the proposed project activities. The issues and comments recorded are 

presented in Table 1 below. 
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Table 1: Comments and issues raised during the public consultation meeting, 19 February 2025 

Comment/ issue 

No. 

Commenter, issue / comment / question Response and name of responder: 

1.  We were informed about this meeting too late, we did not 

have a chance to invite our educated children who would 

have been able to ask more appropriate questions. 

Mr. Mandume Leonard (ML): Well noted, EDS has taken 

note of that and will do better next time. 

2.  Was phase one of this project completed here (on site) 

or from your office? 

ML: The first phase of the Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) was done from the office. During this 

phase, Newspaper adverts regarding the EPL were 

advertised for two consecutive weeks in two Newspapers. 

Stakeholders were additionally identified and the 

Background Information Document (BID) was availed to 

them. These stakeholders included the regional office and 

all the Interested and Affected Parties (I & APs) of the 

public that reach out to register as I & APs. 

3.  The proposed EPL overlies an area on which a Mining 

claim exist, will these miners be compensated or will the 

mine become part of the EPL? 

ML: The proponent will only prospect in the targeted EPL. 

Once the proponent have found samples of their desired 

commodities, then they will apply for a Mining Licence. 

Regardless, the proponent is not permitted to apply for 

the same commodities that are already being 

mined in the existing MC. On the other hand, if the 

commodities that the proponent is looking for exist in the 

MC, then the owner of the MC and the proponent may 

have to reach an agreement.  
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Comment/ 

issue no. 

Commenter, issue / comment / question Response and name of responder: 

4.  The proponent is looking for exist in the MC, then the 

owner of the MC and the proponent may have to reach 

an agreement. 

ML: This date will be extended for sharing comments and 

concerns until the end of march. 

5.  Are our local leaders informed about this project? 

Because we are used to be informed by them regarding 

any meeting in the area. 

ML: We tried by all means to inform all the leaders in an 

area regarding the meeting. However, it was a struggle 

getting the traditional authority’s contact details. 

Furthermore, it is also the proponent’s duty to 

communicate with the traditional authority regarding the 

project. 

6.  There was a separate EPL application at the same area. 

why does Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism 

(MEFT) avail the same EPL to be applied for by two 

different proponents? 

ML: When a proponent has been granted an EPL, they are 

given 12 months to get their ECC, if the proponent does 

not get the ECC within that given time then the EPL will be 

revoked from the proponent. 

7.  Our local leaders are not recognized. This meeting 

should be nullified. Arranged for another meeting with our 

elders first. Then our elders should invite us (the 

members of the public for another meeting). 

ML: We apologize for that once again; we have been 

recording the meeting. We have also taken note of your 

concern and will indicate it as such. 

8.  Most of us are not able to read and interpret the map, 

briefly explain by mentioning the farm names or the 

homesteads that are within the EPL. 

ML: The Omaruru river flows through the upper part of the 

EPL. The EPL covers some parts of the following farms, 

Okombahe; Farm No. 112 and Kawab; Farm No. 117, as 

well as the Okombahe Reserve No. 139. 
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Comment/ 

issue no. 

Commenter, issue / comment / question Commenter, issue / comment / question 

9.  Who are the affected parties? ML: The people that reached out to EDS regarding this 

project after it was advertised in two Newspapers. 

Additionally, everyone in the meeting is also regarded as 

an affected or interested party (I&APs). 
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FINAL REMARKS AND CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

Mr. Leonard thanked the attendees for their input through comments and by raising their 

concerns. He indicated to the attendees that all their comments, concerns and inputs had been 

noted down for consideration, and for addressing in the Environmental Scoping Assessment 

(ESA) Report, as well as incorporating their recommendations into the draft EMP. 

Furthermore, Mr. Leonard informed the attendees that the draft meeting minutes, Environmental 

Assessment Report (EAR) and Environmental Management Plan (EMP) will be shared with them 

for their review and further comments. These documents will be made available through emails 

provided on the attendance register. 

Once the review of the reporting is completed, the documents will be finalized and submitted to 

the Environmental Commissioner at the Department of Environmental Affairs and Forestry 

(DEAF) at the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism (MEFT) for evaluation and 

consideration for an ECC. 

 

 
The meeting adjourned at 12h45 


















