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A. Personal Information  

Name:   Matti Tweshiningilwa Nghikembua  

Nationality:   Namibian  

ID:    73101500338  

Physical Address:  Farm Elandsvreugde #367 Otjiwarongo District  

Address:   P.O. Box 1755, Otjiwarongo; Tel: +26467 306225; Fax: + 26467 306247; 
Email:    matti@cheetah.org  

 

B. Education  

2024 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) Forestry and Biological Resources, University of East 
Finland, Joensuu, Finland.  

2008  Master’s in Development Studies (MDS), University of the Free State, Bloemfontein, 
South Africa.  

2002  Bachelor of Technology (BTECH) Nature Conservation, Polytechnic of Namibia, 
Namibia.  

1997  National Diploma Natural Resource Management (Nature Conservation) Polytechnic 
of Namibia, Namibia.  

1992  Senior school leaving certificate, Oshakati Senior Secondary School, 
Namibia.  
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▪ Nghikembua, M.T., Marker, L.L., Brewer, B., Mehtätalo, L., Appiah, M., Pappinen, A., 
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cheetahs released into private reserves in Namibia. Ecological Solutions and 
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D. Awards and achievements:  

• 2016 – Africa Geographic unsung conservation hero  

• 2007 – 2008 Emerging Wildlife Conservation Leaders (EWCL) scholarship.  

• 2006 – Honored as a Disney Conservation Hero by the Disney Wildlife Conservation   
Fund, Walt Disney World Company, Lake Buena Vista - Florida, USA. 

• 2005 – Cheetah Conservation Fund Educator of the Year.  

 

E. Professional experience  

1998 – Present. Staff member of the Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF), Otjiwarongo, 
Namibia. Employed as a Senior Ecologist. Conducts biodiversity research, habitat and 
harvest operation assessments, and work with community conservation programs. 4  

 

2008. Graduate of the Emerging Wildlife Conservation Leaders (EWCL). Completed an 
intensive two-year Conservation Leaders training program aimed at fostering leadership and 
innovation in the field of wildlife conservation with the Emerging Wildlife Conservation 
Leadership (EWCL) initiative in Washington, DC, USA. Course objectives: 1) Providing 
networking and career mentoring opportunities, (2) Training in leadership and wildlife 
conservation campaign skills, and 3) Offering participants the opportunity to plan, 
implement and evaluate a real wildlife conservation campaign benefiting an international 
species”.  

2003 – 2004: Served as the secretary for the Namibia Environmental Education Network 
(NEEN) committee.  

 

F. Interests  

 

• Nature enthusiast who likes arts, song writing and composition, playing guitar, sports 
- running, soccer and chess.  
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University of the Free State, P.o. Box 339 Bloemfontein 9300, South Africa. Email 
smitgn.sci@mail.uovs.ac.za Study leader for the mini dissertation - Quantifying farmers’ 
perceptions and willingness; as well as availability of encroaching aboveground Acacia bush 
biomass on CCF commercial farmlands in north central Namibia. A thesis submitted in 
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Masters in Development Studies 
(MDS).  

• Mrs. Dorie Olivier. Program Coordinator for the Centre of development Support, 
University of the Free State - Bloemfontein, South Africa. P.o.box 339 Bloemfontein 9300, Tel 
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• Dr. Laurie Maker, Executive Director Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF), P.o.Box 1755, 
Otjiwarongo, Namibia, email: cheetah@iway.na, Tel +26467 306249.  

• Dr. Bruce Brewer. General Manager CCF, P.o.Box 1755, Otjiwarongo, Namibia, email: 
cheetah@iafrica.com.na, Tel + 26467 306 249  

• Nina Fascione. Vice President Field Conservation Programs – Defenders of Wildlife) 
and Co-founder of Emerging Wildlife Conservation Leaders (EWCL) program, 1130 17th 
Street N.W. Washington D.C. 20036 -4604. Tel: 202-6829400. Email: 
nfascione@defenders.org  

 


