










 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) for: The Quarrying Activities for Dimension Stones on Farm 

Epako Sud 39 near Omaruru in the Erongo Region: AN APPLICATION FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE 

CERTIFICATE (ECC) 

 

Under the Environmental Management Act (No. 7 of 2007) and its 2012 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 

the public is hereby notified that an Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) application for the Quarrying activities of 

Dimension Stones on Farm Epako Sud 39 near Omaruru in the Erongo Region, will be submitted to the Environmental 

Commissioner. 

Proponent: Wilhelm Johan Frederich Sandmann 

Environmental Consultant: Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (‘’EDS’’ Namibia) 

Type of activity: Quarrying activities of Dimension Stones 

Location & Footprint: The total area targeted for the proposed quarrying and related activities is approximately 90 hectares 

located on Farm Epako Sud 39 near Omaruru town (21° 19’ 18’’ S; 16° 1’ 08’’ E) in the Erongo Region - Please refer to the 

locality map below. 

Members of the public are further invited to register as Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) to comment/raise concerns or 

receive further information on the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process. Registration should be done with EDS on 

the contact details below. 

 

You are hereby invited to a Public Consultation Meeting as per the following details:  

Date:  25 July 2024 

Time: 11H30 

Venue: Farm Epako Sud 39 

 

Registration and comments/concerns/issues should reach EDS before or on Friday, 16 of August 2024 

 

Contact Person: Ms. Iyaloo Nakale 

Tel: +264 61 259 530, E-mail: iyaloon@edsnamibia.com  

 
 

mailto:iyaloon@edsnamibia.com
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Fax2email: +264 (0) 886 560 836

Email: info@edsnamibia.com  Web: www.edsnamibia.com 

15 August 2024 

 

MINUTES OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING: 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING ASSESSMENT (ESA) FOR THE PROPOSED QUARRY MINING 

ACTIVITIES TO BE CARRIED OUT IN FARM EPAKO SUD NO. 39 LOCATED NEAR OMARURU IN 

ERONGO REGION 

 

Date:  Thursday, 25 July 2024 

Time: 11:30 – 13:00 

Venue: Erongo Regional Council's Boardroom in Omaruru 

 

The public consultation meeting was attended by 6 people, including 1 Environmental Consultant and an 

Archaeologist from Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (EDS) - Please refer to the attached attendance 

register.  

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOMING REMARKS 

Mr. Mandume Leonard (Environmental Consultant) opened the meeting with a short introductory of the 

team, who they are and the purpose as to why they are consulting affected parties of the proposed Quarry 

Mining activities on Farm Epako Sud 39. He also introduced the project Proponent (in absentia) as Mr. 

Wilhelm Johan Frederich Sandmann. Mr. Mandume Leonard circulated the meeting attendance register for 

the attendees to write down their names, contact details and sign so that they could be added to the list of 

interested and affected parties (I&APs) and receive further information on the ESA process. 

 

MEETING AGENDA AND PRESENTATION 

The agenda of the meeting included the following main points: 

2.1 Brief Description of the Project 

Mr. Mandume Leonard explained the Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) process and the reason 

why the Proponent appointed Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (EDS), an independent Environmental 

Consultant to carry out the ESA and apply for the Environmental Clearance certificate (ECC). 

mailto:info@edsnamibia.com
http://www.edsnamibia.com/
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Email: info@edsnamibia.com  Web: www.edsnamibia.com 

He stated that Mr. Wilhelm Sandman (Proponent) would like to conduct quarry activities on Farm Epako, 

Sud 39 at an areas measuring about 90 Hectares which is equivalent to about 5 mining Claims. The 

proponent is interested in Industrial Minerals and/or stones. 

 

2.2 Explanation of what an ESA is, its Process and the Public Role in the Process 

Mr. Mandume Leonard explained to the attendees what the meeting was all about and why they were 

invited (with reference to the Environmental Management Act (EMA) No. 7 of 2007 and its 2012 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations on Public Consultation). Mr. Mandume Leonard 

further explained what an ESA is and that the proposed quarrying activities are one of the listed activities 

in the 2012 EIA Regulations of the EMA that cannot be undertaken without an ECC from the Environmental 

Commissioner. 

 

2.3 Presentation of Potential Project Impacts 

Mr. Mandume Leonard highlighted the necessity of the quarry activities which was for the railway 

construction and upgrades. To ensure transparency and that the attendees understand both sides of the 

proposed project activities, the Environmental Consultants also presented the potential pre-identified 

potential positive & negative environmental and social impacts. He presented the Background Information 

Document (BID) to all the attendants whereby he explained in detail all the information in the BID. 

 

2.4 Public Open Discussion (Interactive Session) 

Mr. Mandume Leonard provided the meeting attendees the opportunity to raise their concerns/issues and 

or comment on the proposed project activities. The issues and comments recorded are presented in Table 

1 below.

mailto:info@edsnamibia.com
http://www.edsnamibia.com/
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Table 1: Comments and issues raised during the public consultation meeting, 25 July 2024 

Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / 

comment / question 

Response and name of responder: 

1.  Speaker 1: These activities are just in 

front of our house, and I took video 

footage of your equipment’s and 

activities. There are lots of protected 

species. How do you plan to move past 

that by destroying the natural habitats 

of these animals?  

In my opinion, you are wasting your 

time. I want the name of the person 

who is in charge of this project.    

Mr. Mandume Leonard (ML): You came in 

late, as I said, my name is Manadume 

Leonard, I’m an Environmental Consultant, 

we are not the proponent of the project (we 

are not the owner, we are not the one going 

to mine), we are an independent 

environmental consultancy (we are doing an 

environmental assessment as it is required 

by the Ministry of Environment, forestry and 

tourism [MEFT) which stipulates that before 

activities  take place, meaning in order for the 

proponent to start mining and any 

subsequent activities; they must have an 

Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) 

on site which is a document valid for three 

years. Upon expiry, the ECC needs to be 

renewed after every three years and an Audit 

report must be done after every six months 

to see if they are complying with the EMP.  

2.  Speaker 2: My first question to you is; 

are you the owner of the farm? 

Number two; you are not the owner of 

the company that is going to mine? 

 

Speaker 2 (Continuing): So, basically, 

you are here to do an assessment 

about their activity impact on the 

surrounding area, (affected) farmers 

and record the various impacts on 

these activities whether they should 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: No, we are not the 

owner. The owner of the farm is Mr. Wilhelm 

Johan Frederich Sandmann but the 

company that is going to be carrying out the 

mining activities is Afri-Track, which is a 

railway construction company. 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: Yes. As of 2007, 

the Environmental Management Act (Act 7 of 

2007) came into force and in 2012, its 

associated regulations came into force; it 

says certain listed activities may or may not 

take place without an Environmental 

Clearance Certificate (ECC). These mining 

mailto:info@edsnamibia.com
http://www.edsnamibia.com/
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / 

comment / question 

Response and name of responder: 

proceed or not and how it will affect the 

environment and the community? 

 

activities or extraction of stones are among 

the listed activities that may not take place 

without having an Environmental Clearance 

Certificate (ECC). For them to have an 

Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC), 

and because they cannot apply for it 

themselves (conflict of interest). An 

independent consultant must do it on their 

behalf. That is why, we from the Excel 

Dynamic Solutions Pty Ltd, are contracted to 

consult on behalf of the proponent to apply, 

carry out the EIA process, compile an 

Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) 

report and an Environmental Management 

Plan (EMP) and submit them to the Ministry 

of Environment (MEFT) in order for them to 

review and make a decision whether to give 

the proponent an ECC or not. 

3.  Speaker 3 What is next after this, what 

is going to happen after this meeting? 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: After receiving all 

the concerns, the issues, there is still a grace 

period where we can receive more 

comments after we leave here if there is 

something which you did not say. You can 

still send us your concerns on our contact 

details (email address) are on the BID we 

gave you and we are going to compile 

minutes and send them to all the registered 

Interested and Affected parties (I&APs). 

Once we sent them the minutes, if there is 

still something that is not addressed; they 

can still send it. 

So, after this meeting, we are going to the 

site and assess what is happening and what 

is there on site. We will then compile an 

mailto:info@edsnamibia.com
http://www.edsnamibia.com/
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / 

comment / question 

Response and name of responder: 

Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) 

report and draft an Environmental 

Management Plan (EMP) and send it to all 

the I&APs for their review. After their review 

after a stipulated period of time; we will then 

submit online all the reports to the Ministry of 

Environment (MEFT), on their ministerial 

portal. On the ministerial portal, the I&APs 

are again given 15 days to comment. Those 

comments will no long be coming to us (the 

independent environmental consultant) but 

are going straight to the ministry (MEFT). 

The ministry (MEFT) can still look up on 

those comments and help them to make their 

decision. 

4.  Speaker 3: Are there activities taking 

place on the site at the moment 

already or they are just doing surveys? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: No, for now, they 

are just doing the surveys. 

 

This is in accordance to the Non-Exclusive 

Prospecting License (NEPL) obtained from 

the Ministry of Mines and Energy (MME) 

which allows the proponent to conduct non-

prospecting activities in the whole country to 

check what they want. The proponent is 

allowed to take samples of what they want. 

Some samples are allowed to be taken to the 

lab for analysis. Upon satisfaction with the 

lab analysis results, the proponent can then 

proceed with next activities upon receiving 

the ECC. 

 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: At the moment, we 

do not have any information on that. We 

mailto:info@edsnamibia.com
http://www.edsnamibia.com/
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / 

comment / question 

Response and name of responder: 

Speaker 3: Has there been any 

materials taken, examined and found 

satisfactory for mining? 

haven’t received any information whether the 

proponent have extracted or whether their 

feasibility is satisfactory to them. 

5.  Speaker 1 (Follow-up): So, when you 

do an assessment as a private 

company; will there be an assessment 

by another company or they will go 

with the finding based your 

assessment alone? What if I want to 

hire a company to do the assessment 

on that farm? 

Speaker 1 (Follow-up): I am asking 

because I do believe you and your 

company are wasting your time today. 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaker 1 (Follow-up): I have the 

right to ask questions; you said they 

want to employ how many people? 

 

But do you understand that I have 

employees too and they will put all my 

people out of work? Because your 

twenty-five people are going to destroy 

my livelihood and put my people out of 

work.  

Mr. Mandume Leonard: That will depend on 

the owner(s) of the area under assessment. 

 

 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: We are not wasting 

our time. The reason why we are here as 

independent environmental consultants is 

precisely for an independent and unbiased 

assessment to take note of your concerns 

and submit them as they are, as required by 

the law to the relevant ministries for their 

decision. And if you are not satisfied with 

what we wrote; you feel like we have omitted 

something you have said, the documents will 

be shared with you to add your comments 

again and see to it that your comments are 

incorporated in the reports as they should. 

We are following the law, rules and 

regulations. 

 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: They said twenty-

five people. 

 

 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: We take note of 

that. 

6.  Speaker 3: Are they just going to take 

rocks with a truck somewhere else? 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: In terms of 

activities on site; for the big rocks they are 

mailto:info@edsnamibia.com
http://www.edsnamibia.com/
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / 

comment / question 

Response and name of responder: 

Where are they going to crush? are 

they are going to crush on the site. You 

said, 90 Ha, are they going to clear 90 

Ha of land, all the bushes and 

everything? 

going to be dismantled on site and the 

crusher is going to be moved to the side of 

the main road for further crushing of stones 

into appropriate sizes for use on the railway. 

As for the 90 Hectares, they are only 

targeting 3 Hectares for the extraction of the 

aggregates. 

7.  Speaker 1: How long are these 

activities going to last? 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: Since the 

proponent said the activities are going to last 

for three years; it’s likely that the activities 

are only going to be on the 3 Hectares. For 

example, the 90 Hectares is just because of 

the application stipulations. For application 

of quarries and Mining Claims (MCs), 

proponents are required to apply for certain 

area sizes. For Mining Claims (MCs), it’s a 

maximum of 20 Hectares (one Mining 

Claim), and the area under focus is about 5 

Mining Claims in total. Where the client can 

apply for the mining claims. 

8.  Speaker 3: how are they going to 

transport such big rocks to the road? 

Or are they going to crush them into 

smaller pieces before transporting 

them? 

 

how is the noise going to be 

controlled?  

 

What about the dust, is it not going to 

affect the plants? 

 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: Well, I believe they 

will have to break the rocks and put them in 

the trucks and take them to the crusher site.  

 

 

 

 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: Well, the noise 

would depend on the type of machines that 

are going to be used. If they are using the 

jackhammer/crusher, the noise will be there, 

I can’t rule it out. This will also depend on the 

distance from the crusher to your farm. 

mailto:info@edsnamibia.com
http://www.edsnamibia.com/
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / 

comment / question 

Response and name of responder: 

 

 

 

 

 

What about the water table? during the 

months of September, the water table 

tends to go down and when it comes to 

December, the Municipality does not 

have enough water. The water table 

only rises again during January and 

this happens every year. 

The dust would be suppressed by all means 

to minimize it.  

 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: The dust from the 

gravel roads during transporting; in the 

Environmental Management Plan (EMP), 

there will be mitigation measures that say the 

dust should be suppressed or depressed. 

This may include watering the roads to 

minimize the dust to ensure that it is not 

affecting the area. 

 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: Similarly; in the 

Environmental Management Plan (EMP), 

there will be mitigation measures that say the 

proponent should not use excessive water 

than the one stipulated, so that the water 

sources (water table and boreholes) are not 

depleted. Alternatively, they can source 

water from elsewhere. 

Again, the mitigation measures of these 

impacts (noise, dust and water) will be in the 

Environmental Management Plan (EMP). 

 

9.  Speaker 3 (Multiple contributors): 

Can we give you our objections to the 

project activities? Can we send to you 

or to the ministry? 

 

 

I have got two questions: one; you said 

the activities are going to last for three 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: Yes, of course. 

Either to us directly or the ministry. If you can 

say it now, it will be recorded as well. Or you 

can write it and submit it via email.  

 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: Yes, three years. 

However, it depends on the nature of the 

project and the willingness of the proponent. 

After the ECC expires (the duration of all 

ECCs), if the activities are still not done, the 

mailto:info@edsnamibia.com
http://www.edsnamibia.com/
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / 

comment / question 

Response and name of responder: 

years; is it definitely three years or can 

be extended? 

 

 

 

 

 

Where is the Epako Station going to be 

situated? I’m asking because if it is 

going to be in front of my gate or on my 

premises, I’m not going to allow it. We 

need to know where the Epako Station 

is going to be situated. 

 

 

Our concerns are that the project is just 

in front of our house, we are concerned 

that the project will put our people out 

of work that have been working for us 

for more than 28 years. We have game 

on the property, we do trophy hunting, 

we receive guests; both hunters and 

tourists; the area they chose is not 

suitable a lot of the farms here do 

game hunting. We will compile a report 

together with our lawyers because we 

are not accepting this project. 

 

We have another problem of poaching 

on our farm, if we have strange people 

proponent may wish to renew or extend the 

duration of the ECC (after three years). 

 

 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: There is no station 

yet, it is still in planning since the proponent 

has not started with mining activities. At this 

point, we are not sure yet, except that the 

activities are going to be situated on farm 

Epako Sud 39. However, we will ask the 

proponent as to where the Epako Station will 

be situated. 

 

 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: All concerns are 

noted. Feel free to send us all your concerns 

via email, together with your lawyers. We will 

forward them to the relevant ministry for their 

final decision. At the end of the day, it is best 

to be in harmony with your neighbors even 

beyond the duration of these activities. 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: This is a very 

important concern and is taken note of. To 

ensure security on the site, no many people 

will be allowed on the site. The only people 

allowed on site are two security guards that 

are going to be on the premises. The rest of 

the workers are not allowed to be walking 

mailto:info@edsnamibia.com
http://www.edsnamibia.com/
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / 

comment / question 

Response and name of responder: 

moving on our farm in the area, it would 

just make the situation worse. 

 

 

 

 

around the farms or camp in the farm, they 

have to stay in Omaruru and would only be 

there during the working hours. 

10.  Speaker 3: I think the concern is not 

what they will mine, but where they 

would mine, that is the main concern 

for me. The area they chose to mine is 

sensitive, that is my first concern. 

The other concern is; since they 

applied for three years, and after three 

years when the project is finished; and 

there is no crusher in the area. Then 

there is an opportunity to crush for 

someone else and it becomes a big 

quarry after three years. Then they will 

crush for anybody else.  

Mr. Mandume Leonard: After three years, 

the project will be done and the ECC expires. 

If the proponent wishes to continue, they 

have to go back to the Ministry of 

Environment, Forestry and Tourism (MEFT) 

to reapply for same area and the same 

process again will start over. This may be 

done by another independent consultant 

besides us. 

11.  Speaker 1: Who did the application, 

the owner of the farm or the people 

who want to mine? 

Speaker 4 (Follow-up): The stone 

that they want to take out from the 

proposed site; is it for the railway itself 

or is going to be put on the railway or 

is it for building purposes? Because we 

just have to make sure; if they want to 

take the grey marble out of here and 

use it for the filling at the bottom; then 

that is going to be huge and it’s not 

going to be a small frame. Money wise, 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: It’s the owner of the 

farm. The consultant facilitates in registering 

the project to MEFT. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Mandume Leonard: The stones are for 

the railways itself (for filling). 

 

mailto:info@edsnamibia.com
http://www.edsnamibia.com/
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / 

comment / question 

Response and name of responder: 

that would be millions to make out of 

this. So, unless its just a small portion 

to build, that would be a different story. 

 

 

 

 

12.  How long is the process going to take? Mr. Mandume Leonard: Between now and 

the time of obtaining an Environmental 

Clearance Certificate (ECC), it would be 

approximately three months. The process 

can take more than three months or even a 

year. It depends. 

 

FINAL REMARKS AND CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

Mr. Mandume Leonard thanked the attendees for their crucial input through comments and raising their 

concerns. He indicated to the attendees that all their comments, concerns and inputs have been noted 

down for consideration and addressing in the Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) Report as well 

as incorporating their recommendations into the draft EMP.  

Furthermore, Mr. Mandume Leonard informed the attendees that the draft meeting minutes, 

Environmental Assessment Report, and Environmental Management Plan (EMP) will be shared with 

them for review and further comments. These documents will be made available through the emails 

provided on the attendance register. 

Once the review of the draft ESA Report and EMP is done, the documents will be finalized and 

submitted to the Environmental Commissioner at the Department of Environmental Affairs and Forestry 

(DEAF) for evaluation and consideration of an ECC. 

The meeting adjourned at 13h00. 
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