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 27 September 2024 

 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING MINUTES: 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING STUDY FOR THE PROPOSED MINERAL EXPLORATION 

ACTIVITIES ON EXCLUSIVE PROSPECTING LICENSE (EPL) No. 9667 LOCATED EAST OF 

GOBABEB IN THE ERONGO REGION. 

 

Date:  27 September 2024  

Time: 10H30- 14H30 

Venue:  Utuseb community hall 

The public consultation meeting was attended by 52 people, including an Environmental 

Consultant and an archeologist from Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (EDS) - Please refer to 

the attached attendance register. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOMING REMARKS 

The meeting was open by the community’s pastor with a prayer and a welcoming remark by the 

Topnaar Traditional Authority Acting Chief, Chief Stoffel Anamab. Ms. Aili Iipinge 

(Environmental Consultant) made a short introduction of the team present in the meeting, who 

they are, and the purpose as to why they are consulting affected parties of the proposed 

prospecting and exploration activities on EPL No. 9667 located East of Gobabeb Namib Research 

institute, in the Erongo region. The meeting attendance register was then circulated for the 

attendees to write down their names, contact details and to sign so that they could be added to 

the list of interested and affected parties (I&APs) and receive further information on the ESA 

process. 
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Throughout the meeting, Mr. Herman Areseb translated from English to Khoekhoegowab. 

 

MEETING AGENDA AND PRESENTATION 

The agenda of the meeting included the following main points: 

2.1 Brief Description of the Project 

Ms. Aili Iipinge explained the Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) and the reason why the 

Proponent appointed Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (EDS), an independent Environmental 

Consultant to carry out the ESA and apply for the Environmental Clearance certificate (ECC). 

 

2.2 Explanation of what an ESA is, it’s Process, and the Public Role in the Process 

Ms. Aili Iipinge explained to the attendees what the meeting was all about and why they were 

invited (with reference to the Environmental Management Act (EMA) No. 7 of 2007 and its 2012 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations on Public Consultation). Ms. Aili Iipinge 

further explained what an ESA is and that the proposed exploration activities are one of the listed 

activities in the 2012 EIA Regulations of the EMA that cannot be undertaken without an ECC from 

the Environmental Commissioner. 

 

2.3 Presentation of Potential Project Impacts 

To ensure transparency and that the attendees understand both sides of the proposed project 

activities, Ms. Aili Iipinge also presented the potential pre-identified potential positive & negative 

environmental and social impacts.  

 

2.4 Public Open Discussion (Interactive Session) 

Ms. Aili Iipinge provided the meeting attendees the opportunity to raise their concerns/issues and 

or comment on the proposed project activities. The issues and comments recorded are presented 

in Table 1 below.
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Table 1: Comments and issues raised during the public consultation meeting, 27 September 2024  

Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue/comment/question Response 

1.  Who owns Burj Energy and Mining CC? Is it a 

Namibian registered company? 

 

Ms. Aili Iipinge (AI) : Burj Energy and Mining CC is a Namibian 

.registered with BIPA , further information available at 

https://www.bipa.na/. 

2.  How did the proponent discover that there are 

minerals in the area where they did the 

application for and how and where did they apply 

for the EPL. 

 

 

 

AI: Applications of mining rights such as EPL are done through the 

Ministry of Mines and Energy (MME). The ministry have the data 

base of all minerals occurring in Namibia, An individual/company 

can apply for such right given that once have met the requirements 

and there is no application of mining rights submitted to the ministry. 

Once the proponent got pre-approval from MME for that application, 

the next step is for them to appoint an independent consultant to 

apply for the Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) whereby 

as a consultant we need to carry out an Environmental Scoping 

Assessment and an Environmental Management Plan. In the 

Environmental Impact Assessment process, we are required to 

reach out to all Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs) for the 

proposed project, for each one to get an opportunity to raise their 

concerns regarding the potential project.  
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue/comment/question Response 

3.  Which Ministry decides on issuing of an 

Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC)? 

AI: The Ministry of Environment Forest and Tourism (MEFT)  is the 

competent authority that decides either granting an Environmental 

Clearance Certificate (ECC) to this project or to decline upon the 

review of our reporting (Environmental Management Plan and 

Scoping report and al its appendices that includes public 

consultation ). 

4.  Will the whole area covered by the EPL be 

explored? Where is the area of interest /hotspot 

for exploration purposes 

 

AI: The Proponent has applied for the whole area inside the EPL. 

Therefore, yes, they will explore within the EPL, although the 

specific works will be limited to the selected targeted site areas 

within the EPL only, and not necessarily every spot of the area 

within the EPL will be explored.). 

 

5.   Is there a relationship between the proponent 

and Gababeb Namib Research institute, Are they 

in partnership with the EPL owner? 

AI: There is no relationship, they are all independent entities. 

Gababeb Namib Research Institute fall under interested and 

affected parties.  

 

6.  We advise the proponent to set up the camps in 

the nearby village instead of camping in the 

Gobabeb area 

AI: We will inform the proponent so, 
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue/comment/question Response 

7.   The proponent will use our roads. We 

recommend they can come on board, clear the 

roads, and widen them a bit. 

AI: Noted. We have taken note of that  

 

 

 

8.  Where will those people who will be employed 

come from,  

What kind of skills will be required and for how 

long will they be employed? 

We recommend residence of the region to be the 

first priority 

AI: We always recommends the proponent to priotize employing 

locals. Both skilled and unskilled are required. For instance, the 

geologists (as for the sampling) but details of the required personnel 

will be out once the ECC is granted and exploration activities are 

about to commence. I am not sure how long will this exploration last 

but it always last for 3 to 6 month.  

9.   When will the ECC be issued from the Ministry 

of Environment (MEFT)? 

AI: It is quite a lengthy process. According to the Act, the process 

takes 3 months, but at times, it can take even 6 months to review 

the project. 

10.   Just for clarification; this is an ESA for 

exploration; should they want to do actual 

mining, if they find any minerals that are 

profitable, will they do another EIA? 

AI: Yes, correct. After the exploration phase into actual mining, that 

is when we will do a full Environmental Impact Assessment by 

specialists; such as hydrologists, botanists, and so on. 

11.   What benefit will the community get from this 

project?   

AI: This question is directly to the proponent, But to my 

understanding companies like that are always have a corporate 

social responsibility fund (CSR) Where they can improve road 
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue/comment/question Response 

infrastructures, build hospitals, schools, and so on. But we cannot 

promise this will be up to the company. In most cases the client 

always goes in agreement with the community once the ECC is 

approved.  

  

12.   How do these people get an EPL on such area 

without the traditional authority knowledge / 

consent our farms /area without our knowledge 

or consent?  

 

 

 

AI: applications for EPL / EPLs are made through the Ministry of 

Mines and Energy (MME). Once the proponent got preapproval 

from MME for that application, the next step is to conduct an 

Environmental Scoping Assessment. In the Environmental Impact 

Assessment process, we are required to reach out to all Interested 

& Affected Parties (I&APs) covered by the EPL, for each one to get 

an opportunity to raise their concerns regarding the potential 

project.  

13.  What is next after this public consultation, do you 

perhaps know when the proponents will start with 

exploration activities? 

AI : After the meeting, we will share the meeting minutes with all 

registered Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP) and then 

incorporate all comments and issues raised by I&AP (during the 

meeting or via email) into the draft ESA report and the 

Environmental Management Plan (EMP). These documents will be 

shared with all registered I&AP for review for two weeks, once the 

review of the drafts are complete, these documents will be finalized 

and submitted to the Environmental Commissioner at the 
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue/comment/question Response 

Department of Environmental Affairs and Forestry (DEAF) for 

evaluation and consideration of an ECC. Once an ECC is acquired, 

that’s when the proponent can commerce with exploration activities. 

 

14.  Where is the proponent? we need to see him and 

have a meeting with him and discuss what 

community member needs and also sign up an 

agreement  

 

AI: The client was supposed to be with us but due to unforeseen 

circumstance , he could not make it , but I will convey the message 

to him so he have a meeting with you , I will keep  

 

 

15.  We recommend the Environmental Management 

plan to clearly speak to the issue of rehabilitation. 

AI : Noted, 

 

FINAL REMARKS AND CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

Ms. Aili Iipinge thanked the attendees for their crucial input through comments and raising their concerns. She indicated to the attendees 

that all their comments, concerns, and inputs have been noted down for consideration and addressing in the Environmental Scoping 

Assessment (ESA) Report as well as incorporating their recommendations into the draft EMP.  

Furthermore, Ms. Aili Iipinge informed the attendees that the draft meeting minutes, Environmental Assessment Report, and 

Environmental Management Plan (EMP) will be shared with them for review and further comments. These documents will be made 

available through the emails provided on the attendance register. 
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Once the review of the draft ESA Report and EMP is done, the documents will be finalized and submitted to the Environmental 

Commissioner at the Department of Environmental Affairs and Forestry (DEAF) for evaluation and consideration of an ECC. The 

meeting adjourned at 19h15. 












