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  Organization Contact person Department/Position/Affiliation 

        

S
E
A

/E
IA

 P
ro

je
c

t 

Te
a

m
 

Omavi 

Geotechnical 

& Geo-

Environmental 

Consultants 

Evidence Kasinganeti Environmental  Assessment Practitioner 

   

  Organization Contact person Department/Position 

        

C
e

n
tr

a
l 
G

o
v

e
rn

m
e

n
t 

 

 

 

Ministry of 

Environment, 

Forestry and 

Tourism 

Theo Nghithila Executive Director 

Timoteus Mufeti Environmental Commissioner  

Saima Angula Deputy Director: Environmental 

Assessment, Waste Management, 

Pollution Control and Inspections 

Damian Nchindo Directorate of Environmental 

Assessment 

   

 

Ministry of 

Land Reform 

Mr. Peter Amutenya Executive Director 

Malakia Ilungu Programme Mananger: Communal 

Land    

Ministry of 

Agriculture, 

Water & 

Forestry 

Mr. Percy Misika Executive Director 

   

Ministry of 

Mines & 

Energy 

Mr. Simeon Negumbo Executive Director 

 
Erasmus Shivolo Mining Commissioner 

Ministry of 

Urban and 

Rural 

Development 

Nghidinua Daniel Executive Director 

   

R
e

g
io

n
a

l 
G

R
N

 

 

 

 

Hardap 

Regional 

Council 

Hon. Salomon April Governor 

Leonard Stephanus PA 

Lydia Secretary 

Petha Kariseb Public Relations Officer 

Julian Engelbrecht Chief Regional Officer 

Gibeon 

Constituency 

Van Neel Office Administrator 

 
J G Van Neel Constituency Councillor 

 
      

Lo
c

a
l 
G

R
N

 

Gibeon 

Village 

Council 

Monica Silas Acting CEO 

Witbooi Ismeal Witbooi Captain and Traditional Councillor 



Environmental Scoping Assessment Report: Quarrying Activities on Mining Claims 72110 & 

72111 

 

2 
 

Traditional 

Authority 

        
 

 

 

National 

Heritage 

Council 

(NHC) 

Mrs Erica Nalikokule Director (NHC) 

Mr Manfred Archaeologist  

Ms Agnes 

Tshiningayamwe 

Archaeologist 

National 

Botanical 

Research 

Institute 

Venessa Stein Forester 

        

R
e

g
is

te
re

d
 I

 &
 A

P
s 

 

 

 

 

 

Gibeon 

Village 

Christoph  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interested community member 

Denzel Kooper 

Ashley Morkel 

Matheus Rooi 

Paulina Swaartbooi 

Esme Freyer 

Mathilda Rooi 

Magdelena Forbes 

Gretchen Rooi 

Bernicia Rooi 

B Basson 

Gibeon 

Village 

Council 

Josephat Fredrick 
 

 
Frans Kooper Interested community member 

 
Cecilia Cloete Interested community member 

GBM Brandt E Interested community member 
 

Sofia Jakob Interested community member 

Gibeon CDC 

Office 

Christina Van Neel Interested community member 

 
Amon D Steve Interested community member 

HRC M Masiani 
 

Gibeon CDC 

Office 

N Dawson 
 

 
Lizette Wittenbach Interested community member 

 
Magareth Wittenbach Interested community member 

 
Leandrie Sihamba Interested community member 

 
Sertrude Christian Interested community member 

 
Christine Gertze Interested community member 

Gibeon 

Village 

Council 

Samuel Karigub 
 

 
Caroline Rooi Interested community member 

 
A Motinga Interested community member 
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Elizabeth Basson Interested community member 

 
Rebekka Kahombia Interested community member 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX D – NEWSPAPER ADVERTS/ 

NOTICES FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSESSMENT PROCESS  
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Final Authority Meeting Minutes 

 

Subject: EA for the proposed quarrying of slate for slate stone 

production purposes on mining claims 72110 and 72111 

Venue: Gibeon Community Hall 

Date: 10 Nov 2020 

Time: 14:20 

Attendees: Linda Uulenga (OGGC)- chairperson 

 
And I&AP- see attached register 
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1 INTRODUCTION AND WELCOMING 

Hon J Van Neel of the Gibeon constituency office welcomed Ms Uulenga to Gibeon 

and thanked everyone for attending. 

A prayer was offered by one of the community members in attendance before the 

public meeting commenced 

Ms Uulenga then explained the purpose of the meeting and presented an overview of 

the Environmental Assessment (EA) process. She described the three main phases of 

the EA process: obtaining information, report writing and finally submission of report to 

the Department of Environmental Affairs as part of an application for an 

Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC). 

 

2 OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED PROJECT 

Ms Uulenga then provided a brief overview of the proposed activity on behalf of Ms 

Olivia Platt. The main aspects of the activity were outlined as follows: 

 Project Description: 

 

o Small-scale quarrying processing of mudstone/shale/sandstone rocks on: 

 

- Mining Claims (MCs 72110 and 72111) on communal land 

FMR/00076 near Gibeon Townlands. 

 Mining Claim activity process: 

 

o Extraction 

 

- Drilling of holes perpendicular to slab of slate 

- Small amount of black powder an igniters added to the hole 

- Black powder is ignited and detonated 

- Slabs removed using an excavator 

 

o Slab Cutting 

 

- Slabs are cut into more easily managed pieces using diamond 

tipped blades 

o Splitting 

 

- Slabs are split down to specific thickness by hand. This process 

may require trained specialists to avoid damage damage to tile 

hence resulting to it being unusable 
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o Trimming 
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- Cutting of tile into exact lengths ideal for installation using a 

machine 

o Grading 

 

- Slabs are divided into different categories based on color, 

surface, roughness/ smoothness and thickness 

 Vehicles, Equipment and Infrastructure: 

 

o Vehicles 

 

- 2 Excavators 

- 2 Trucks 

 

o Equipment 

 

- 1 Front-loader 

 

o Services Infrastructure 

 

- Water for domestic use will be from a low yield borehole (to be 

drilled, if none available) 

- Water tank to be used for domestic water harvesting and storage 

- Power will be sourced by means of a generator (Diesel Genset), 

with possibility of solar plant at a later stage. 

- Shade facility will be built near the working spot 

- Small mobile container to be set up for office use 

- Temporary ablution facilities with septic tank to be set up at site 

- No accommodation on site 

 

3 ISSUES IDENTIFIED 

Ms Uulenga then described some of the potential impacts associated with the 

proposed activity to the audience. The following potential impacts were listed: 

Positive 

 

 Operating levies payable to local authority 

 

 Employment creation for 8-13 people 

 

 Skills transfer 

 

 Potential for equity 
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Negative 

 

 Potential soil disturbance 

 

 Visual and Air quality disturbance 

 

 Impact on local biodiversity (fauna and flora) 

 

 Noise pollution 

 

 Impact on service infrastructure such as local roads 

 

 Damage to archaeological or cultural heritage 

 

 Water resource pollution 

 

 Health and safety impacts of the employees 

 

 Impact of poor communication 

 

 General social nuisance to community members 

 

 

These impacts, as well as any new impacts identified will be assessed in more detail in 

the scoping assessment report, which will be availed for review to the community 

through the office of the traditional authority and the constituency. 
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4 QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS REGARDING THE PROPOSED PROJECT 

Opportunity was then given for those present at the meeting to ask questions or make comments with respect to the proposed activity. These are 

presented in the table below: 

1.1 Table 1: Questions and comments register 
Question/ Comment 
by 

Question/ comment Response by Response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Niklaas Dawson 

Need more specifics, full information on: 

 

When was the location identified, How was the 

location identified, full information on the 

proponent so that we know who the members/ 

partners/ shareholders are that are involved in 

this project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OG

GC 

Noted. 

 

The area was identified and pegged in September 

2020 based on a high-level geological assessment, 

undertaken by the proponent: Olivia Platt 

The potential partner to Ms. Olivia Platt is the JTD 

Mining Group. Details of the partnership arrangement 

will be presented to the Witbooi Traditional Authority 

and Gibeon Constituency during the surface lease 

negotiation stage in quarter 1 of 2021. 
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//Khuxa-!Nab river next to site give a huge inflow 

into the Fish River, what will this company do to 

prevent/ protect the river from pollution. 

Firstly, it is vital to note that the bulk of the proposed 

quarrying and semi-processing activities to be 

undertaken on site is largely dry (i.e. requires little to 

usage of water). For this reason, very little to no 

effluent will be produced from the proposed 

activities.  

Secondly, selective quarrying will be implemented 

whereby only certain areas of the mining claim 

blocks will be quarried as shown in Figure 2 of the 

scoping report. Supplementary to selective quarrying, 

which is primarily aimed at preventing disturbance to 

channels feeding the //Khuxa-!Nab river, a series of 

water cut-off or diversion trenches will be excavated 

and installed around quarries to either divert surface 

run-off from quarry workings or to cut-off and contain 

polluted water from the quarry workings (refer to 

Figure 2 for the proposed layout plans). Additional 

measures that will be put in place to limit pollution of 

runoff and any water in the //Khuxa-!Nab river shall 

include: 

- Utilizing existing roads/ tracks to limit opening up 

new areas for new roads which could increase 
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sediment erosion into the //Khuxa-!Nab river 

- A small (yet sizeable, i.e. enough to contain 

expected storm influx) pollution control dam should 

be excavated and constructed proximal to each 

operational quarry at any given time, and should 

have a simple silt trap to settle any sediments before 

releasing such water into the //Khuxa-!Nab river or 

any tributary. 

- Maintain a buffer distance of 150 – 200m for any 

quarry from the //Khuxa-!Nab river or any sizeable 

tributary to prevent influx of eroded sediments into 

the rivers and ensure that areas proximal to the rivers 

remain vegetated and covered with naturally 

compact soils that will limit influx of sediments during 

periods of significant runoff 

- If any blasting is to be done (e.g. in zones of hard or 

difficult excavation) a chemical water quality  

monitoring program must be implemented upstream 

and downstream of the blast site to ensure that 

nitrate concentrations contained in water released 

into rivers is of acceptable quality (i.e. the water 

quality must meet those specified under Section 21 of 
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the Water Act of the Republic of Namibia). 

- Any groundwater intercepted at any of the 

proposed quarries should be diverted or pumped into 

nearby tributaries to minimize contact with potential 

pollutants (e.g. explosives, loose sediments, etc) 

- Worked out quarries will be lined, fenced off and 

temporarily used as water storage reservoirs, thus 

minimizing run off from potentially polluting areas   
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Question/ Comment 
by 

Question/ comment Response by Response 

 
Employment, what are the specifics on 

employing the youth, the skilled and unskilled 

 
Project foresees employing 10-15 people unskilled 

labour including hammer and chisel workers, 

excavator operators, and truck drivers. Priority will be 

given to the unemployed youth that resides in the 

surrounding areas (i.e. Gibeon village) provided they 

have the necessary permits etc. An additional 2 site 

supervisors will be employed, and consideration will 

be given to skilled/ trained youth from the Gibeon 

Village 

What benefits to the community of Berseba 

constituency from the finished product in terms 

of distribution (percentage allocation)? 

Noted. This aspect is beyond the terms of reference 

of the environmental scoping assessment process, 

but is a key component to be addressed in the 

operational agreement to be entered into between 

the proponent and the relevant community 

authorities. 

The local authorities are encouraged to propose 

various options or arrangements in this regard to the 

project proponent. 
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Where is Ms Platt located? Who is she? What 

does she do? What is her experience in Mining? 

Ms. Olivia Platt is a Namibian businesswoman, born 

and raised in Rehoboth. She is currently involved in 

dimension stones mining and processing in the Karibib 

area, as such she has extensive mining and market 

related experience when it comes to industrial 

minerals. 
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Question/ Comment 
by 

Question/ comment Response by Response 

Sofia Jacob Where exactly is proposed area, it looks like it is 

in the traditional authority area. Where are the 

representatives of the traditional authority? 

OGGC The traditional authority (i.e. the Witbooi Traditional 

Authority) was informed and invited to this meeting 

but did not show up unfortunately. They did not 

excuse themselves and hence OMAVI cannot justify 

their reason for not attending meeting at this stage. 

The traditional authority will however have to chair 

the negotiation meeting of the project 

The meeting invitation was sent to Captain Ismeal 

Witbooi on 10th October 2020 via email (BID 

document), then 6th November 2020 (Meeting date 

change notification) and on 9th November via sms to 

which the Captain responded by asking that an 

email be forwarded to him and 

simonottojacobs@gmail.com with information 

regarding the project. 

 

 

Niklaas Dawson 

Bird life in the tributary river, proper research is 

needed on the impacts from this project. 

 

 

OGGC 

Noted. The impacts on bird life in tributaries from the 

proposed activity is low because as shown in Figure 2 

the tributaries will not be touched in terms of 

vegetation clearing and subsequent quarrying. 

mailto:simonottojacobs@gmail.com
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Additionally, bird life is typically adversely impacted 

when high-standing or tall structures such as towers, 

powerlines, tall buildings are erected on a site. 

However as outlined under the project description 

section (chapter 2) no high structures will be 

constructed on site.  

To ensure that bird life is not being impacted 

adversely, the monitoring plan shall enforce 

recording of all bird fatalities arising from collisions, 

potential poisoning through consumption of nitrate-

rich water, etc. 



Page 13 

 

 

 
Question/ Comment 
by 

Question/ comment Response by Response 

 
What is the benefit of Gibeon Constituency as a 

community as the area is also used for grazing 

communal farmers cattle? 

 
Noted. In addition to employment benefits and 

potential livelihood improvement for the 10 – 15 

people to be employed, additional specific benefits 

to the affected will be realized through the surface 

land lease which will be entitled to the traditional 

authority and potentially other social corporate 

responsibilities which will be discussed and agreed 

between the proponent and the community during 

the negotiation phase (which is the next phase after 

the environmental impact assessment phase). 

Local authorities are encouraged to prepare and 

propose reasonable possible arrangements in this 

regard (e.g. propose monthly or annual levies, etc.). 

Furthermore, Since the area will be mined in phases, 

the entire area will not be cleared at once, thus 

ensuring availability of grazing pasture as quarrying 

occurs. Additionally, progressive reclamation of 

mined out areas by back filling with natural topsoil 

during mining will ensure recovery of the natural 

environment to a certain extent, which include the 
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recovery of shrubs and grass. Refer to Section 6.3 to 

6.4 in the ESAR report for details on decommissioning 

and site rehabilitation. 

Hon J Van Neel Would like to see the Environmental Assessment 

Report, study it and make sure that it is 

protecting the people and environment, but 

Gibeon is willing to welcome projects that 

promote development. 

OG

GC 

Noted. The draft Environmental Report was made 

available to registered I&Aps for review/ commentary 

and input for a period of 2 weeks until 18th December 

2020 to ensure that the process is as inclusive as 

possible. 
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Question/ Comment 
by 

Question/ comment Response by Response 

Samuel Karigub Area is being used for farming 

 

The //Khuxa-!Nab feeds into the Fish River from 

water flowing from the flats lands under the 

plateau. 

Winds run up to 80km/h due to climate change 

and if the powder is not well handled it can 

cause environmental pollution as it is a 

chemical. There are also other small rivers in the 

area that studies should take into consideration. 

OGGC Noted. 

 

Contrary to the meeting presentation, a new method 

is being investigated were the black igniting powder 

will not be necessary as the targeted rocks are 

seemingly well fractured and may possibly just be 

extracted through breaking with heavy duty 

machine-mounted jack hammers and bulk 

excavation (this process is elaborated in Chapter 2 

(two) of the Scoping Assessment report). 

Minimization of the impact on surrounding rivers will 

be achieved through the following management/ 

mitigation measures: 

- Ensuring that surface water cut-off or diversion 

trenches are excavated and constructed along the 

perimeters of all operational quarries 

- Maintaining a buffer distance of up to 150  to 200m 

from any quarry to any significant river or tributaries 

- Ensuring that no vegetation clearing or stripping 

takes place downslope of the proposed transverse 
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cut-off or diversion trenches. 

- Construction of simple (trenches) silt traps along all 

trenches for contact water to minimize influx of 

eroded sediments into surrounding rivers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Niklaas Dawson 

Is the mine an open pit and what is its depth? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

OGGC 

It is important to note the distinction between a 

quarry and a mine, particularly in terms of scale and 

footprint area. Mining generally involves large-scale 

operations extending deep beneath ground surface 

and over a large footprint. Conversely, quarrying 

refers to smaller scale operations extending to depths 

not exceeding 10m. 

From a geological point of view, the depth can only 

be established once the thickness of the targeted 

host rock is determined from drilling. Typically, 

quarries do not exceed the depth of 10 – 20 m. 



Page 17 

 

 

 
Question/ Comment 
by 

Question/ comment Response by Response 

 
How did she choose this specific location? Who 

did she come with to show her the rock types? 

 
She does not necessary have to physically go to site 

to identify potential rocks. A combination of 

geological knowledge, geological desktop study and 

Geo-Information Systems (GIS) allows identification of 

certain rock types such as slate by qualified 

geologists. This is the approach that was taken by the 

project proponent and is a permissible approach as 

per the Minerals Prospecting and Mining Act of 1992 

of the Republic of Namibia. 

Samuel Karigub How large is the area OGGC The combined total of the claims is 35.60 Ha, 

 

MC 72110- 17.67 Ha 

MC 72111- 17.93 Ha 

Note that the entire area will not be quarried as 

shown in Figure 2 of the scoping report. Additionally, 

selective quarrying in distinct blocks of 200m by 200m 

will be conducted based on the quality and suitability 

of the rock for the intended end product. 



Page 18 

 

 

 
What is the life-span on the mine OGGC This can only be established once the thickness of the 

host rock is established after the first phase of drilling 

drilling. This will also depend on the market demand 

of the product; if demand for slate stone declines 

drastically then operations may have to cease until 

the market has recovered. 

How will fencing off work? Will they fence off the 

whole area? 

OG

GC 

Not the whole area, only active areas will be fenced 

off at any given point in time for safety and security 

reasons. 

Can she provide reference/ information/ history 

on previous areas she mined in? 

Yes, this can be requested during the upcoming 

negotiation phase. 
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5 CONCLUSION 

Chairperson of the Gibeon Village Council then closed the meeting with a thanks giving 

message and a prayer offered by one of the meeting attendees (Ms Sofia Jacobs). 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 16:30 
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