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Crime Reporter

TWO suspected poachers believed to be part of a syndicate involved in wildlife crimes have been arrested in Chiredzi and police recovered pangolin
scales, lion teeth and hyena teeth.

Rabson Hanyani (42) and Sarel Chauke (38) of Gezani Village under Chief Gezani in Chikombedzi were arrested for contravening the Parks and
Wildlife Act for possession of trophies from specially protected animals, that his the pangolin scales, lion teeth and hyena teeth, without a permit.

In a statement, acting CID spokesperson Detective Sergeant Fanuel Nyamusa giving details said: “Information was received to the e�ect that the two
were in possession of pangolin scales at Makanani shopping centre, Chikombedzi and they were looking for a buyer.

“Acting upon the information, a team of detectives from Chiredzi made some follow up on the accused persons and proceeded to Makanani
shopping centre in Chikombedzi. On arrival the team managed to identify the accused persons who were carrying satchels on their backs. Searches
were conducted leading to the recovery of 2kg of Pangolin scales, two lion teeth and four hyena teeth,” he said.

He said the detectives then demanded a licence or permit authorising them to possess the trophies but the two failed to produce the permit,
leading to their arrest.

“The accused persons appeared in court where they were both remanded in custody for trial. The Zimbabwe Republic Police continues to
discourage members of the public from engaging in illegal activities endangering wildlife.”

“Crimes to do with parks and wildlife carry mandatory sentences. A mandatory 10-year jail term is guaranteed for such o�ences. Therefore, we warn
members of the public to desist from poaching. In addition, let us all safeguard our wildlife and other natural resources for the future generation,”
Detective Sgt Nyamusa said.

He appealed to members of the public to contact any nearest police station about anyone involved in such practices.
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