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Poachers kill two rhinos

Crime Reporter

Two black rhinoceroses, whose carcasses were recently found by game scouts in Bubye

Valley Conservancy, have been killed by poachers, police have confirmed.

Previously known as Lemco, the Bubye Valley Conservancy is a privately owned 220 0ooha

reserve, 70km north of Beitbridge along the Bulawayo to Beitbridge Road.
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According to police, the two rhinos had bullet heads on their lungs and one of them had

been de-horned.

National police spokesperson, Assistant Commissioner Paul Nyathi, said no arrests have

been made.
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“The ZRP is concerned with cases of poaching around the country targeting protected

animals.”

Between January and March this year, at least 59 people were arrested for poaching by the

Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Authority (ZimParks). Most were targeting elephants.
Of the 59, nine appeared in court and were each sentenced to nine years in prison.

ZimParks recovered at least 103 kilogrammes of ivory, five live pangolins, 10 rifles and 74

rounds of ammunition which were used by the poachers.
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The authority is now conducting joint operations with other law enforcement agencies to

curb poaching.

Wildlife crimes are now regarded as serious economic crimes, a move aimed towards

fighting poaching.
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