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Wildlife as a Basis for Future Tourism
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Introduction

Whilst a good deal of work has been carried out on wildlife, from the tourist industry
point of view in the past, much of it is unpublished. For instance, recommendations
on a broad front were made by the African Wildlife Leadership Foundation at the
end of 1974, vet this information is not available to the public sector. The Conference
held in 1971, in Gaborone, on the “Sustained Production from Semi-arid Areas”
produced only three papers that made any reference to tourism, and those three did
not major in on the subject. Then in 1973, W. von Richter produced a paper entitled
“Wildlife Industry Survey Summary for Botswana” (1973), which really put
perspective on the values of wildlife utilisation in Botswana. From this survey came
the very necessary base from which both progress can be measured and the economic
and people-benefits advertised.

Finally, one of the 1971 conference authors, T. Riney touched on the crux of
the whole subject in his paper when he wrote: “The problem worrying me
most is that a very large proportion of the (Okavango) Swamp water originates
outside Botswana in another nation. Since I first mentioned this problem several
years ago, I have taken the trouble to learn of changes in land-use in the rivers
draining into the Okavango, and have learned that the distribution and intensity of
cattle grazing has been increasing in relevant Angola areas for the past ten years at
least. This inevitably means a greater silt load in the rivers, with eventual serious
consequences for the survival of the Okavango.” In other words, unless human
population planning is co-ordinated with economic planning, what we set out to
develop can be knocked out by poor “next door” planning or itself knock out its own
neighbour on the development schedule. And then both and probably all are lost.

Profile of the Botswana Wildlife Trust

For the tourist to Botswana, whether he be an animal trophy hunter or armed with
a camera, he is there for the reasons of seeing abundant and spectacular

‘wildlife, visiting and travelling through large tracts of wilderness country

where the ravages of his own civilisation have either been kept at bay or are as yet
absent; for the natural beauty of the landscape as an extreme contrast to the ugly
sophistication of his everyday life and for a holiday break, largely removed from his
fellow man, noise and atmospheric pollution. It is a combination of aesthetics,
spritual upliftment, a return to the basic simplicities of life, a retreat from the conflict
and competition inevitable in the dense population groupings of the world’s
developed areas and a place in which man can review his status and regain
perspective.

I'am of the opinion that that section of man who travels or holidays looking for
wilderness and wildlife, would neither want these aesthetic products nor derive any
benefit from them if they were not of some selective advantage to him. It should be
stressed that as far as  am aware, this hypothesis is totally unmeasured and untasted,
though medically speaking, there seems to be little doubt that a holiday is an

accepted and regularly recommended aspect of preventive, remedial and recuperative
medicine,
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Ona review of the occupationsas given by the 637 tourists who have visited
Botswana an the Lindblad Photographic Safar over the period 1971-1975 inclusive,
it is interesting 0 note that not one of those wurists made his/her living as a manual
labourer — all were managerial or professionally emploved, Whilst this iz probably
primarily an econemic factor, it s, nevertheless, indicative of a situation that does
exiat in wildlife tourism, namely that the manual labourer generally does not look for
wildlife and wilderness as his holiday venue. This tends to support the hypothesis thar
wilderness holidays offer, and are used for, the aesthetic, and occasicnally physical,
contrasts dealt with in an earlicr paragraph. Two additional facts further support the
theory, namely that only 7 of those 637 tourists (ie, 1%) lived out of Built-up urban or
city environments (where human-to-human contact s at its highest levels), whils: no
visitor came from an under-developed nation. The rural area (ie, farming) constituent
of the Lindblad tourists is interesting, for only 2% of the American population lives
on farms, 98% being in cities or built-up areas. Hence, we see here a bias w the
city=dweller in the Lindblad lgures, A review of other photographic safari companies
that send tourists 1o Botswana, reveals that much the same pattern applies to them as
well, though this is on a personal comment basis unsupported by seatistics. It is alse
waorth mentioning that Lindblad Travel's clients come from America, Europe, South
America and Japan, whilst for most other companies clients are drawn largely from
South Africa. Price of a safari plays a significant role here, for the overseas visitor has
first to foot the cost of the air transport in getting o Botswana, then the cost of the
actual safari. Hence, an overseas visitor will face a minimum cost of P10 for the
land arrangement part of a l4-day holiday in Botswana, in Lindblad’s case it is
P2 300 as & minimum, whilst a client living in Southern Africa will probably pay
P3O or less for the same period, This price differential seems to result in the overseas
visitor being older {for Lindblad, 67% were over 50 years of age), whilst visitors from
Southern Africa are almost all under 50 vears of age, a lower income bracket than the
American and they prefer more roughing i, which is cheaper than using permanent
lodges of the degree of comfort and facility as provided, for instance, by Khwai River
Lodge. The trophy hunter will, on average, be younger than the Lindblad tourist
(because of the physical side of his safari) and probably of an even higher income
bracket. But he oo will fit into the developed nation, city-dweller type. The point of
this preamble is simple and important, The touring visitor to Botswana goes there
because of the wilderness and the wildlife [which, of course, are inextricably

connected); he is largely a citv-dweller from a developed nation and he is relatively of
higher income bracket. More important is the fact that Botswana has only one
attraction for the tourist: her wildlife. There are no alternative attractions, such as sea
coasts, mountain chains or colourful and historic civilisations, nor are there
developed sports facilities, chains of hotels, casinos or shops, ete, which are the
mainstay of tourist attraction in countries such as Spain or France or the Far East in

Hong Kong or Japan. Thus, without her wildlife and these great wilderness zreas,

Botswana has nothing to attract the touring wisitor. There are not only me

alternatives, but it 1s doubtful also if Botswana could create them,

Finally, there are two sub-groups of tourists to Botswana which should be
mentioned. The first is classes of school-age children who are taken in large parties,
accompanied either by their teacher or a specialist wildlife conservationist, o some of
the reserves (here we see long-term investment in wildlife through education},
although there is but little immediate financial gain to the nation, There are, of
course, long-term benefits which will acerue in her wilderness account. The nation
will be the poorer, and lack of a degree of sell-insurance, if it has no internal
population with any degree of interest or value for conserved areas; and probably has
no right to deprive its future gencrations of this asset. Especially so when thinking of
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tribal hynting and its recreational and protein values.

_T'h-." second of these two minor groups is the private tourist, who travels 1o the
wilderness areas of Botswana in his own vehicle and with his own raiit;n*s and.
cquipment. On this “do-it-vourself™ basis, this is, of course, the cheapes Fn.r of
travel which arracts two types of visitor. The one is the man who values his wli:;;;ifc
his conservation and the presecvation of the freedom of movement that he is offered
over most of northern Botswana. This tourist is 1o be encouraged and made weleome
for he destrovs nothing, appreciates greatly and coss a line job u:l‘.nut .ﬂ:][tf
recommending the arca to others of his 'kim:l, b 2y

. : alse financi; ]
conservation bodies, T

The historical background 1o the development of the wildlife indusir in Botswana
Tourism started in Botswana with safari hunting in 1962, Obviously this '
rather arbitrary, and is based on my own uhscwaljuri, but it i |usu..r:i'u]I}.vlille:i]jr FI:: l?::t It;
;'hﬁ r_-as:crﬂl'. spuin waphy hunting, 1 bave given 196] as the date from wl'.ulict;
uly-prolessional, paying and integrated hunting safaris be il d
foreign marker. Mr H. Selby arrived in Hutswaha in 1961 ci?.r::ur::i ?';.:rti:ah]rwm: ll:;i
company Ker Downey and Selby behind him. The Henderson hrm;:cn from
Rhodesia began operating in the north of Botswana and Kasane itself became uite a
centre for hunting safari companies. The advent of these companies meant 11?1[ the
name Botswana, as an area of abundant wildlife and wilderness countresicle b:‘mmc
klmv.rn_ to the American market (the largest for sport traphy hunters) by wal' af
advertising, _pcrmna] recommendation, et It should be noted that this was the 1'Eir\v;'L
af a trend, in that private individuals and private companies were Huspur.lsiblr for
lp,;It;I?R Botswana on the international tourist map. This trend continues 1o this ﬂuy
pc.:m :tral}lezrd:?:;:]ng part and the development part, More will be said about this
Since 1962 the hunting safari business has grown enormously as & result of the
E:untmg_ companies finding ways and means of getting to all corners of the country, a
wurldw_rd:: increase in the number of tourists wishing t¢ hun, hunters wf::sr
recreation u.sod to be in other arcas of Africa, coming to Botswana because ;chiihc:-
pu_]:l_taca_J considerations (ie, Mozambigue, Angola, Rhodesia), or because of over-
ut]]].'{al:_ml-n of game and wilderness area (ie. in Kenya), and because of berer
adw:rtlﬁlng \n potential market areas. Then, too, Botswana has built up an enviahle
reputation amongst the hunting tourist market for its abundance of game and, thus,

spent in the field p-:r_hnm-_-r, and thus put through more hunters in any ONE Seasnn
Lmlfmg the hur_mng part of Botswana's wildlife ourism with the phl::llug.raplhic
operations that exist today, is Ker Downey and Selby, for in 1969/ 1970 Mr Selb
built the TI{hwal River Ladge on the northern edge of the Moremi Wildlife mmy
To my mind, tJ_'L'tH move crystallised the future for the photographic safari o .ra.mrl
and photo tourism for Botswana. The advent of the Khwai River Lodge mc.apst that
hm:. at ia.-nl was a place providing all the facilities for the tourist who came from
nut?td: Africa, for prior to this, the only photo tourists were those from southern
Africa, ‘who had Ith-e transport and equipment to “do-it-themselves™ OFf course
Crocodile Camp did exist in Maun and Kasane had the Chobe River Hotel, but they
did not provide the fully-integrated facilities for the overseas tourist, and so -:.vcr: usc:!;
more as a base for t.h’e “do-it-themselves” brigade than for the averseas visitar, Clearly
a tourist Iirum outside Africa wishing to tour Botswana can hardly ]’Jm\ridclhis :}w;
personal infrastructure in order to do so, hence the advent of the Khwai River Laodge

meant the availability of all the facilities this tourist necded, and had the money to
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ire i ammaodation, food, transport, ete. OF further importance was
:::?[itt]:l:atcjg:b‘i'ri;;t for the more expensive F(‘lrnl'u n!" murism: which conseguently
attracts less people, but is based on the sound principle of high-cost, Inw-mlumh-::
trade. Sound because low volumes mean better controls, less disturbance .tn::u 1 tt._
environment and greater economic viability. Further, thx'.'_._' have .I:hc advantage o
being labour-intensive, a most impartant factor to a.d::vt]uplng rra i, i
The other significant moment in the photo tourist dcfrclupmu,"f of Botswana ues
the arrival of bMr Lars-Eric Lindblad, of the company Lindblad Travel Inc., c!i' Toew
York, in lare 1970, As with Ker Downey and Selby, Lindblad has been Dpt‘rul!:f_{ .I'Dr
a leng time in Kenya, the one in hunting and lodges, the Ilfltllll:;l' as 2 rl:u'yalF q'll:lr;]g
arganisation which built and sold photo safaris around the facilities a-.ra||a|?]¢ l."llldjfr
photo tourist, in Kenva, Lindblad was aware of the ?{;:-wdmg in Kenya's wildlife
y slby, and henee their respective moves 1o Botswana. ;
arcﬁ:;j;;;sildb.&n;h? o tng:‘_htfci]w former 10 market worldwide a regular
weekly departure for a photo safari to Botswana which would use the _fa-:-n]uu:
pruviélfd b the latter. Thus was born the firse Eul]}--n.'l:cgral:d p]'l.utu safari _I:':J..Ell.i |
through, the wilderness areas of northern T!nts'.:.'a.n_a. It I waorth adding that t}uf a:uFa.n
series encouraged Botswana Game Industries in I"]’H]‘lf_jl!iil'_'lwrl to develop a J’Elbl]ll}. in
Shakawe, Selby to put up a tented camp at SEL‘»'IJ".I.,_'»"IFJ..I.I"I- due courss, <.|IuI a
Ougana Lxgnﬁn as well, Onee again, private enterprise initiated all the develop-
mr?:_:lax there are many other companies offering photo 5-':!1.-21.er far groups of tourists
v.-ishingfm spend a week, or longer, in Botswana, and ll!il'.‘:]".‘: is a L:CII:IS:I-L_II.'FA!JJ'.‘: Fi]\'tj.'sn'}'
in what these tourists are being offered in the way ‘?r different facilities, q.f-slllflij.i]U]'I.S.
durations and geographic areas, There is now a delightful housebozt v\-'hjchl 1akes six
passengers on a week-long cruise down the upper part of the Delta; ac i"”:"‘“‘_' a
superhly-equipped tented facility with a ralwl.d platiorm ba_rgf: from which guests t,an
view game over a standing aquatic vegetation; two @phiﬁtllcatcd anl i}murn}us]f’--
appointed lodges, a 100-bed hotel, camping safarm, wilderness rTralls. several
permanent tented camps and several companies offering hunlulug safaris. e
In 1973 the whole wildlife industry in Botswana was worth just under $10 mlilfon,
and ranked as her fifth most important economic sector Bi.-tl:]' agriculture, mining,
manufacture and construction. Most of this was achieved in a fr.'p\_' short years. In
terms of wildlife tourism, ie, sport trophy hunting and ]:_:hf:!tn camping Haf:ans, ]'.-'}?':1
showed these two parts of the industry bring in P1,1 Fm]llc\n. About a t]l'un'l of this
went 1o wages and salaries for the local population, whilst over 5000 tourists came 1o
the wildlife areas of Botswana in 1964, It i= possible that these E'lgunl'.s ff}ll‘ this mr
now exceed P2 million and 7 500. In shont, high-cost, low-volume tourism is firmly in
PIEF?.—;;]]}-I where development of the industry to its present FCIS:!I:i.DEI is confxrncdt I
would like to record a few less well-known [;‘l.r_ts about Lh; wildlife Ehot? t.oumsil_
ind g It of a survey carried out 'u}- [T vuluuia:}- Clswana Asseciaiion o
;htjti:t;'d:sh?cn?;fari Upcralcrrs. This as.'m:ciatiun _haud, in 1973, 16 members, all of
whom operated or controlled photo saf'anx.\ to or in Botswana. Not all operators of
photo sfaris are members of this Association, so the figures quoted are, thus,
Tnﬁcxr?pred:fu::‘l.::ﬁrc by those 16 companies, for the year 1975, on advertising Botswana,
nted to P272 000, :
2. g;:r]r::; ]Edmmpanies and their cg;nts spent P447 000 in Botswana,
£ nights were used in Botswana.
i ?é}n?gfbtr.:mglﬁ companies, namely Lindblad Travel, has spent P‘ZIE;EUDT?n
advertising its Botswana Safari Programme between 1971 and . The
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advertising produced from this expenditure was estimated to have been seen by 70
million peaple all over the world, largely as a result of an award-winning television
programme that it commissioned in 1979,

3. Gratuities alone paid out by Lindblad Travel
companies involved with wildlife tourism,
1973, 1974 and 1975,

6. Lindblad Travel, as a sin
facilities within Botswana
Clearly,

o the employees of Botswana
amounted o FIO000 for the years

gle consumer, spends P30 000 per annum on air charter
the industry is today a major economic factor to Botswana, and, in
particular, 1o northern Botswana, where the majority of the wildlife is situated, o the
extent that tourism contributed, in 1974/75, P32 million. In times of depressed
economics in Southern Africa, such as we have at present, the more widespreac
Botswana's economic base is, the better, for three of her major industries, agriculture,
construction and manufacturing, are susceptible 1o fall-offs in times of adverse
econamic conditions. This is particularly so of Botswana’s agriculture, for it is
primarily one of red-mear production, which is currently going through a particular-
ly bad time. Her tourist industry is far less susceptible for the reasons that (a) a good
many of her highest-value tourists come from the wealthy, developed nations of
America, Europe, ete, where economic conditions have improved considerably; (b) a
recluction in the wilderness character of other parts of Africa and palitical upheaval
in other African states, Both of these points mean that Botswana attracts this trade,
which used to go o other countries, on an increasing scale; (¢) on the basis of private
enterprise taking on most of the tourist development expenditure whilst Gavernment
concerns itself with roads, power and game park administration, Botswana has a
low-cost, high-return  economic sector which fies perfectly into acknowledped
anti-inflationary practice, and (e} tourism is labour-intensive. An example of this
being the tented facility at Linyanti, which has beds for 12 tourists and ermploys 10

Full-time members on its staff. This sort of ratie applies in several other camps and
lodges.

The essentials of future development for wildlife tourism

As a way of dealing with the future in terms of what can and should be done, let's
look at what we have in the wav of assets and problems, for wildlife tourism and in
the politico-economic field:

1. Assets

L.1 Large areas of wilderness country,

1.2 Very small human populations per square mile.
1.3 Large areas of conserved country, either
OONCCESION ares,

L4 Considerable wilderness diversity runnin
conditions.

L5 Large populations of spectacular wild animals. Grea diversity of vertebrate and
invertebrate fauna, Considerable vegetative speciation,

L6 Relative 10 other parts of Africa, considerable areas of the country which are
largely ecologically sound, or at least close enough to that state to be either restored
or where further deterioration could be prevented.

1.7 The presence of certain archasalog
point is made with the thoug
back o where you started!

by way of game reserve, national park or

g from desert to permanent aquatic

ically or historically-important places, This last
bt in mind that if you don’t know where ¥ou are, go
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2, Problems

2.1 Apparent lack of one central, ecologically-based plan for TIJm development .ﬂr ali
aspects of Botswana's economic structure, which accords [u]l}'-lnmg;l-uu:d P]““'“_”ﬁ in
proportionately equal parts to human population growth, agriculture, mining,
manufacture, construction and wildlife tourism. The point being that none of these
six, least of all wildlife tourism, will survive in balance with the others unless this is
done.

Here it is worth digressing for a moment 1o give an example of a potential
catastrophe unless human ecologies are considerce along with wildlife ecolagies.
There 35, at present, a programme to either reduce or eliminate the setse fly,
depending upon the area selected for control measures. Yer there is apparenily no
plan which clearly states where cattle may or may not invade areas at present under
the fly's contral, nor thought for the human population growth that will alsa follow,
when the fly is gone. We would be deluding ourselves if we were 1o assume that, in the
iong-term, .prcﬂ.cn[ boundaries around a wilderness area will necessarily survive canle
invasion just becawse there are boundaries.

2.2 A short wurist season. Most photographic safari operators only operate between
May and November, and much the same applies to the hunters, though for a
different reason, In the phote trade its a question of summer rainfall, which renders
present roads inte the wilderness areas impassable, The hunters !'md the same
problem, but their off-season is otherwise a mater of breeding conditions amongst
the animals they hunt.

2.3 Seasonal variations in game concentrations It is this point that, to a certain
extent, militates against touring the Kalahari Desert when north-eastern Botswana is
closed during the summer rains, Good game-viewing conditions may prevail in a
particular area in the Kalahari, but the chances of these conditions lasting for the full
period of the off-season in the other game areas of Botswana is minimal,

2.4 Large tracts of land potentially atractive o the tourist are virtually closed to
him, on the one hand, whilst other arcas which have already been designaned
“wilderness areas” are overcrowded and in danger of becoming over-utilised, Here
one thinks of the hunting concession areas being used, in some cases, for less than 100
tourists per year, whilst the Savuti is in danger of lnnkh?g like the Tivoli Gardens in
Copenhagen. | am of the opinion that hunting concession areas can be used by the
hunter and the small tur group without getting in each other’s way.

1.5 Apparent overlap between tribal hunting and tourist safari hunting over the same
Arcas,

2.6 Appearance of bilharzia in the Maun area and presence of sleeping sickness in
other areas,

2.7 Lack of a centralised control/booking facility in the Department of Wildlife,
National Parks and Tourism, so that tourist numbers within the parks can he
dfl.l.'i.l:l::li.;y cg ulated, Lmu'u.i.ugs for CRILE sites, beds and Tacilities centralised and macde
efficient, and the issue of permirs to enter the different parks co-ordinated. One of the
reasons why this essential service does not exist is because the private sector has done
most of the tourist development within the parks. It is of little use to edict that only so
many people may be in the Savuti Public Camp site (for instanee) if the touring
public has to drive | (00 miles before it can find out whether or not there is room for
the short period it wishes 10 be there. Further, there is very little available in the way
of alternative venues if his first choice of destination is, indeed, fuli-up.

2.8 Several cordon fences, originally erected to control the spread of foot-and-mouth
discase, need relocating, as much for reasons of destruction o wildlife as to be more
ecologically based for greater efficacy as controllers of this disease’s spread.
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Politico-economic position
3 Assers

3.1 Political stability and peace in Botswana,

3.2 Proportionate to the amount of labour available, particularly in northern
Botswana, wuarism provides a real and growing source of employment. In 1973 the
wildlife industry emploved 1 115 persons, The population of Ngamiland, where the
majority of those jobs are, was 42 599 in 1964, Allowing the outside (Khodesian)
figure of 85% of the rural population being under the age of 50, and one can
immediately see the significance of wildlife as an employer.

33 Central Government has a relatively minor commitment 1o fund wildlife and
tourism, and some time age decided not direcily to fund the tourist ares, Hence,
privale enterprise must do its own financing which, therefore, makes its capital
commitment load the heavier, and loan or borrowing rates higher. From Govern-
ment’s paint of view, however, this is a load off jts shoulders in favour of wildlife,

3.4 Botswana's political stability, potential in a number of developrent fields and its
low population, have made it something of considerable acceptability in terms of aid
from developed nations, World Bank, ere Through the infrastructure this helps
wildlife. In particular, Botswana attracts expertise in the form of assistance.

3.5 Hunter/gatherer forms of food collection apply considerably in Ngamiland, This
form of food collection is less likely to erupt into blatant and ageressive wildlife
culling than il the people were entirely dependent upen cultivation of grain crops
which can, with drought, fail altogether,

3.6 A wealthy infrastructure in the form of protein production, hide, skin and rophy
processing and the manufacture of tourist artefacts all depend on wildlife,

4. Problems

41 Lack of venture capital for the entreprencur in the tourist field for the
development and use of other wildlife areas. Hence, stagnant diversification and lack
of ecompetition.

4.2 Present investors in wildlife tourism often invest in this sector more for the
acsthetics and way of life than for the financial returns, and thus, standards are often
allowed o slip.

43 Pelitical instability and/or physical danger 1o the tourist in countries adjoining
Botswana, which has the effect of “rubbing ofl” on Botswana; especially with the
overseds market, where exact geographic locations of “hot spots™ are simply not
known or understood.

+4 Lack of speedy and reliable all-weather communications which results in higher
Dasic operating costs 1o the entreprencur. Running tourist facilities under these
conditions means that petroleum products, spares for machinery and staple foods
which are not produced in Ngamiland cost more than they should,

4.5 There is a lack of training facilities for local personnel wishing to enter one or
other of the existing arms of wildlife tourism, be it as a member of the Department of
Wildlife, National Parks and Tourism, ar as a safari guide 1o the photo tourist or
hunter. At the moment, it is all “on the job® instruction, which is unlikely to keep
pace with the industry,

4.6 Difficulties exist in obtaining long leases on land suitable for tourist development,
on the one hand, and fear of expropriation on the other.

4.7 Lack of job pride and identification with the aims and objectives of the employer
amaongst some of the field employees of the Department of Wildlife and Toutism,
This leads to a lack of mutual respect between its emplovees and tourists, so contrals
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break down. Autharity is challenged and inefficiencies in the handling of tourisis
result,

+.8 Whilst much of the expatriate expertise available to Botswana is sound, efficien:
and practically viable, a good deal 33 not simply because the expatriates are
non-African, of continental origin and have no concept of Africa’s speciality. Not
only are these people poorly equipped 1o begin to understand the considerations that
are African, but they do not spend long enough on contract to arrive at a position
where some understanding would result from their practical involvement. The
sources exist, the interest in giving the assistance is substantial and the advice and
planning given would be more practical and practicable.

4.9 Finally, the paucity of real Government expenditure on advertising Botswana
internationally, of preducing integrated literature for the visitor, films, ete, and just
being professional about attracting people to the country,

Having listed all these pros and cons, most of what is needed for wildlife 1o be 2
basis for future development becomes more obvious. Especially so when one notes
that, in a certain sense, wildlife is there, but tourism really is not! This leads me 1o the
full circle of re-emphasising the most basic of all thess facts: namely that wildlife is
tourism in Botswana, or tourism is only touring for wildlife. To develop tourism
further, and within the agreed bounds of low velumes and retention of the essential
wilderness character of Bowwana, we must look at the industry within the human
development context, pepulation control, correct land utilisation, ete. We must have
people in mind when we think of elephant, girafie and lion, and sitling around
campfires.

Though I do not have the answer to what the very best form of human utilisation
for the present wilderness areas of Botswana is, and human wiilisation is the arder of
the pressure upon these areas, my instinet tells me that wildlife will almost certainly
b that answer in some form or another,

Conclusion and summary

In concluding this review, I must note that wildlife s the basis for tourism in
Botswana. 1 must also note that the Wildlife industry has grown to its present
position of being the 5th most important sector of Botswana®s economy with virtually
no direct Government expenditure other than on communications and that there is
ample reason o expect the industry to continue to grow. Particularly will it grow in
the tourist arena, due to the abundance of wilderness area and the fact that politics,
personal security and over-utilization in other areas of Africa, coupled with a
waorldwide increase in tourist interest in Africa, are all encouraging more visitors,
Wildlife is also an increasingly important user of labour.

But all of this will mean nething in the medium to long-term unless human
population planning and an integrated approach to all developments within
Botswana are adopted and based on soundly-researched information on the assets
available to all, for all, Until this happens, wildlife tourism in Botswana will continue
to be a Cinderella without a home to run to when its midnight comes. From many
authors of many papers, particularly those delivered at the conference in 1971 in
Gaborone, one iz left with little doubt that wildlife, with its various forms of
utilisation and by different peoples, is the best use of a high proportion of Botswana's
land.

To sum up this point, I'd like to quote Dr Raymond Dassmann, who said at the
Kinshasa conference: “What we need is conservation as though people mattered and
development as if nature mattered.” The ecological values of wildlife te Botswana are
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as impartant as the economic ones, thus tourism must be seen as being as impartant
as all the other factors which go to make up this fabulous land, but no more so.
Planning to integrate them is desperately needed for the wurist marker and its
development, and that means wildlife,
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