14/06/17

Maximum numbers (species richness)
of wetland birds Wetland site Median numbers of wetland Number of counts and

4 — birds. Reference
‘Walvis Bay, Namibia 242,920 (51) Wearne and Underhill (2005)

Sandwich Harbour, Namibia Simmons et al. (2015) SMGE ¢ W

IR 600, South Africa g VG EEED Walvis Bay Lagoon 155,862 : 81,854 N=31,31  (Wearne and Underhill 2
Swartkops River Estuary, South Africa Taylor et al. 1999 Simmons et al. 2015)
Voélvlei, Mossel Bay, South Africa Taylor et al. 1999

Berg River Estuary, South Africa ¥ Taylor et al. 199¢ Sandwich Harbour 96,146 : 52,386 N=23,24 (Simmons et al. 2015)
Baia dos Tigres, Angola Simmons et al. 2

Lake St Lucia, KZN Taylor et al. 1999

Rietvlei, Cape Town Taylor et al. 1999
Cunene River mouth Angola/Namibia B Anderson et al. 2001

Wearne, K. & Underhill L.G. 2005, Walvis Bay, Namibia: a key wetland for waders and oher coastal birds i southern Afrca.
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Lagoon alone ~ 9 km? (1

Despite small size 5 9 vaders recorded in 1990s (Williams 1997)

* In1990s lagoon held ~ 20 000 waders

¢ Inlast 4 years (2013-2016) it held only
1 waders

42% drop in numbers in 20 yea

Simmons RE, Kolberg H, Braby R, Eri B. 2015, Declines in migrant shorebird populations from a winter-qu;
Conservation Biology 29: 877-887.




> 11 of the 14 species recorded declined in maximum
numbers in the (over 20 years),

ppeared from the lagoon (3 bird
counted) having almost 1 000 birds 20
before;

> Of the five Red Data species found in significant numbers in the
lagoon, three species showed declines and two species
(Chestnut-banded Plover, Le 2 ed.

Wetland birds numbers in lagoon pre- and post-port
expansion at Walvis Bay

17% reduction in
4-years

(twice as high as the
long-term decline)

Before expansion After expansion

* From data supplied by Peter Bridgeford (WB coordinator) 2013-2014 vs 20
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