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Two ne'" species of the Gondwa nian zodari id genus Cvriocte« are described. C. martseu from
Sout h Africa and C. gristroldon on fro m Nam ibia . Sexual dimorphism is ap parently
pronounced in the Af rotropkul species.
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INTRODUCTION

Th e s p ider gen us Cyrioctea Simon
has rece ntly been th e sub ject o f severa l
stud ies (Pla tn ic k , 19H6; Platn ick &
Griffin, 19HH; j ocqu e, 1991) indicating
that th e grou p ha s a Go nd wa n ia n
d istr ibution and co nstitutes the s iste r
group of the re ma in ing members o f the
large fami ly Zodari idae .

To da te , four species of the genus a re
kn o wn from Ch ile (C. .\jJi ll(j'era Nicole t,
C. cruz Platni ck , C. calderont Plntnick ,
C. maury! Plat nick ), o ne from Arge ntina
(C. ascbaensis Sch iape lli & Gersc hman) ,
o ne from Q ueensla nd (C. rauelliPlatn ick
& G riffin), a nd three from Nam ib ia (C.
trbartoni Platnick & G riffin , C. birsuta
Plat riick & G riffin, C. naniibensi s
Platnick & G riffin) ; a ll a re tho ught to
inhabit dunes and othe r sand y habitats.
Both sexes a re know n for three o f the
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So uth Ameri can species; th e Africa n
species are represented by males from
ce ntra l a nd western amib ia, and a
female from nort hern umibia.

All measurements a re in mm.

DESCRIPfIONS

Cyrioctea m a rken n . sp.
(F igs . 1-4 )

Male holotyp e taken in loose sa nd of
ro cky koppie ne a r Elsrus , Marke n ,
northweste rn Transvaa l, So uth Africa
(May 26, 1990; M. Filmer, L. Prendini) ,
deposited in Koninklijk Muse um voor
Midden-Afrika (MRAC 172493).

my /1/ofogy

Th e specific name is a no u n in
ap positio n taken fro m th e type localit y.
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Fig. I. - Cyrioc tea marlzen spec. nov., male, dorsal view (scale = 1 rnm),
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Diagnosis

Males of this spec ies can be recog­
nized easily by the prolaterally directed
spur on the palpal median apophysis
(Fig. 3).

Ma le

Total length (not inclu ding ocular
spines) 6.30. Carapace 3.30 long, 2.03
wide , almost d iamo nd-sha ped, notably
nar rowed in fro nt (Fig. 1), chestnut
brown, w ith e ight oc ular spines (of
whi ch inn er fou r are enlarge d). Eye sizes
and interdistances: AME 0.04, ALE0.09,
PME 0.06, PLE 0.08; AME-AME 0.20,
AME-ALE 0.01, PME-PME 0.16, PME-PLE
0.14, ALE-PLE 0.23; MOQ length 0.50,
front width 0.28 , ba ck widt h 0.28.
Ste rn um with long posterior ex tens io n
(Fig. 2). Femur II 2.18 10ng; leg segm ents
unmodified; sp ina tion: fem ora: I dl -l ­
0, pO-I -I , 1'1 -1-1; II dl -l -0, pO-O-l , rl-l -l ;
III dl-l-0, pO-O-l, 1"0-0-1; IV (\1-1-0, pO-I­
1, rO-l -l ; patellae : I vO-O-l p ; III d 1-0-1,
pO-0-3, rO- l-0; IV dO-O-O, pO-O-O, rO-l -0;
tibiae : I pO-2-0, v2-1p-2, rO-2-1; II PI-I­
I , v2-2-2, rl - l -l ; III d2-0-1, p2-2-0, v2-0­
2, rO- l- l ; IV dl-0-l , pI-I-I , v2-2-2, rO- l ­
1; metatarsi: I pO-O-l, v2-2-2, rO-o-o; II
pO-I-2, v2- lr-2, rO-l -l ; III dO-l-0, pl -2-2,
v2-l p-2 , rl -l -l ; IV (\1-1-1, pl -2-2, vO-2-2,
1'1-2-2. Abd omina l dorsum dark gray
with two paramedian rows of .white
s p o ts a lm o st forming c he v ro ns
posteriorly; ve nte r gray w ith two large
w h ite p a ram edi an s po ts b ehind
epigas tric furrow . Palpal tibia with bifid
retrolatera l ap ophysis (Fig. 3); tegu lum
prolonged ba sally, median apophysis
with prolatera lly directed spur (Fig. 4).

Female

Unknown.

Other Material Examined

None .

Cyrioctea griswoldorum n. sp.
(Figs. 5-9)

Types

Male holotyp e from Luderitzbucht,
23°35'S, 15°10'E, amibia (Oct. 8, 1984;
C. Griswold , T. Meikle-G riswold), and
fe male allotyp e du g from burrow at
Punta Diaz, Luderitz Bay, same coor­
dina tes (Oct. 10, 1984; C. Griswold , T.
Meikle-Griswold), deposited in the ata l
Museum.

Etymology

The specific nam e is a patronym in
honor of the co llectors of the typ es .

Diagnosis

Males of this species can be recogni­
zed by the sma ll, sha rply pointed tooth
accompa ny ing the re trolate ral tibial
apop hys is (Fig . 5), females by the
squa red epigyna l se ptum (Fig. 9).

Ma le

Total length (not including oc ular
spines) 4.61. Carapace 2.25 long, 1.39
w ide, almost d iamond-shaped, notabl y
narrowed in front , dark chestnut brown ,
with six ocular spines (of which inn er
four are enlarged). Eye sizes and inter­
distan ces: AME0.05, ALE0.06, PME0.05,
PLE 0.07; AME-AME0.11, AME-ALE 0.01,
PME-PME 0.11, PME-PLE 0.08, ALE-PLE
0.15; MOQ length 0.29, front width 0.21 ,
back width 0.21. Ste rn um w ith lon g,
extremely narrow posterior exte ns ion.
Femur II 1.43 lo ng; leg segme nts unmo­
dified; sp ination: femora: I, II dl -0-0, pO­
0-1, rO-1-1; III dO-O-O, pO-0-1, rO-l-l ; IV
d1-1-0 , pO-I-I , rO-l -l ; patellae: III d1-1­
1, pO-0-3, rO-l-0; IV dO-O-O, pO-I-2, rO-l­
0; tibiae : I pO-0-1, v1r-lr-2, rO-O-l; II pl­
0-1, v1r-1r-2, rO-0-1; III d1-1-1, pI-I-I ,
vO-0-2, rO-1-1; IV dl-0-0, pl-0-1, v1p-2-2,
rO-l- l ; metatarsi: 1 vO-0-2; II pO-I-I , vO­
lr-2, rO- l -1; III dO-I -I , pl-I -2, vO-2-2, rl­
1-2; IV dO-I-I , pl-2-2, v2-0-2, rl-2-2.
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3 ,4

Figs. 2-4. - Cyrioctea markien spec. nov., male. (2) cephalothorax, ventral view,
(3) left pa lp, ventral view , (4) left palp , retrolatera l view (scale = 1 rnrn) ,

Abdomen shiny, dark gray except for
white spot immediately ab ove spin­
nerets. Palp al tibia with ret rolateral apo ­
physis bearin g sharply pointed basal
tooth (Fig. 5); tegulum not prol onged
basally, medi an apophysis with prolate­
rally directed fold (Fig. 6).

Female

Total length (not including oc ular
spines ) 9.16. Carapace 4.11 long, 2.44
wid e, wider anteriorly than in male, light
brown, w ith w hite lateral margins
varying in width in undulating pattern,
with eight oc ular spines (of which inn er
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Figs. 5-9. - Cyrioc tea grisuioldo ru m spec. nov. (5) left male palp , retrolatera l view, (6) same, ventra l
view , (7) female cephalothorax, ventral view, (8) femal e leg III, retrolateral view, (9) epigynum, ventra l
view (scales = 0.5 mm for 5, 6, 9; 1 mm for 7, 8).

four are largest). Eye sizes and inter­
distances: AME0.07, ALE 0.05, PME0.07,
PLE0.09; AME-AME 0.23, AME-ALE 0.03,
PME-PME 0.14, PME-PLE 0.23, ALE-PLE
0.27; MOQ length 0.49, front width 0.37,
back width 0.28. Posterior sternal
extension reduced anteriorly to pat ch of

only slightly scle rotized cuticle (Fig. 7).
Femur II 1.61 long; all leg segments
much shorte r, thicker than in male,
metartarsi and tarsi I almost fused,
fo rming cone, coated dorsa lly with
e xtre m ly sho rt , thick ma croseta e ,
ventrally with two rows of cuspule-Iike
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se tae ; tibiae II-IV grea tly shortened;
patellae , tibiae , and metatarsi III coated
with dense bru sh of stiff se tae (Fig. 8) ;
spination: fem ora spineless; patellae : I ,
IV spineless; II pO-0-2; III P 0-0-4, -o-o­
2; tib iae : I spine less; II p1-0-0, vO-0-1r;
III pI-I -I , rl -0-1; IV d1-0-0, vO-0-1p, rl ­
0-1; metatarsi: I spi ne less ; II vO-0-2; III
pO-0-1, vO-0-2, r1-1-1; IV dO-1-0, pO-1-2,
v1p-1p-2, r1-1-1. Abdo me n light gray,
with wh ite spot above spinnerets less
pronounced than in male . Palp sho rt,
tarsus with several spines and fine ly
dentate claw. Epigynum with sq ua red
epigynal se ptum (Fig. 9).

Other Material Examined

Non e.

DISCUSSION

The single Namib ian fema le that was
known so far (c. hi rsuta) has two
unusual leg modifications: a thick patch
of stiff se tae on tibiae and metatarsi III ,
and e longa ted , virtua lly fused metatarsi
and tarsi I bearing two veritral rows of
sho rt, stiffmacrosetae . Platnick & Griffin
0988:361) indi cated that altho ugh it is
conceivable that this fem ale belon gs to
one of the two spe cies described from
males, "the absence of any ind ication of
either leg modification in the males of

those species makes that possibility
seem unlikely."

The male and female of C. gris ­
woldorum n. sp . from southern Namibia
we re co llected at nearby sites and are
apparently conspecific. The female does
have leg modications similar to those of
C. hirsuta, and it therefore appears
likely th at thi s cons p icuous sexua l
dim orphism is typi cal of at least so me of
the Afrotropical spe cies of Cyrioctea.
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