
In many countries, trophy hunting is a very lucrative way (few tourists, high income) to simultaneously
make use of and manage wildlife. In comparison with photo (mass) tourism, expenditures on infrastructure,
such as hotels and roads, are regarded to be considerably lower. Projects such as CAMPFIRE and the
Torghar Conservation Project, in which the responsibility for the sustainable use of “their” wildlife is
transferred to the local communities, often cause value to be attributed or reattributed to wild animals,
which previously were only regarded as competitors for food, or even as direct threats to human lives.
Some programs for sustainable consumptive (trophy) use of endangered wildlife have resulted in a decrease
in poaching and in slowing down the expansion rate of agricultural areas. Various examples worldwide
(Zimbabwe, Pakistan, South Africa) have shown that conservation areas (such as national parks and game
reserves) can be expanded and interlinked with each other through such projects. This helps the target
species to expand and multiply on the one hand, and serves to preserve the original natural environment and
its biological diversity on the other. It is not known, whether trophy hunting alone, independent of such
programs, would yield such positive effects as well, because the needed information for such an assessment
is not available.

An assessment of trophy hunting must not be limited to quantitative aspects, such as stock size and
reproduction rates. Possible negative effects on the population and social structure as well as genetic
variability within each species have not yet been sufficiently investigated, and will require greater attention
in trophy hunting management in the future. Therefore, research on reference areas not affected by hunting
will be especially significant in the future. The one-sided promotion of purely hunting-related interests
(such as hunting for predators of the target species or the introduction of foreign species) is to be strictly
renounced.

3. Minimum Requirements for Acceptable Trophy Hunting

Against this background and assessed from a nature conservation point of view, trophy hunting for
endangered animal species can only be regarded as acceptable in individual cases, as long as - in addition
to the strict implementation of any necessary legal regulations - at least all of the following minimum
requirements are met:

• Animals are removed on the basis of an adaptive wildlife management plan that is changeable at any time;
• trophy hunting provides direct local conservation benefit (e.g. preventing planned agricultural use or
settlement in the hunting area);
• the local communities receive a financial benefit from the trophy hunt;
• there is no predator control in order to increase the population of target species;
• there is no introduction of non-native species (either entire populations or individuals) for the purpose of
trophy hunting.

In addition, with ongoing projects, all following requirements in particular should be met over the medium
and/or long term, when introducing trophy hunting into new areas or assessing whether to expand trophy
hunting to previously unhunted species or not:

• Poaching is effectively eliminated;
• the effects of trophy hunting on the gene pool, behavioural ecology and reproductive success of the target
species are studied;
• a completely protected area without any hunting influence is available as a reference area for research;
• a completely protected area in the direct vicinity of the hunting areas is available serving as a refuge for
species affected by hunting.
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1. Sustainable Consumptive Use of Wildlife

National workshops were organised by the FederalAgency for Nature Conservation (FANC) on the subject
of sustainable consumptive use (SCU) in both 1999 and 2000. Representatives of administrative authorities,
various non-governmental organisations and scientific institutions discussed a definition and criteria for
SCU, as well as measures for its promotion and introduction. Twenty-five criteria for SCU were identified,
which can be categorized into four different areas:

• basic biological data on the population level (including population size, reproductive system, mortality,
population structure, social structure, behaviour, health status, habitat, genetic variability, conservation of
evolutionary potential);
• basic biological data on the ecosystem level (including effects of the species on/within the ecosystem,
effects of ecosystem changes on the species);
• management and monitoring (including organizational and institutional framework, management plan
with regular internal monitoring of several aspects, feed-back mechanisms, and monitoring of external
factors such as the effects of demand on the international market);
• socio-cultural acceptance and economic effectiveness (including socio-cultural and ethical acceptance,
economic aspects, involvement of local communities).

2. Position statement “Trophy Hunting for Endangered Species Abroad”

In order to develop a position statement on “Trophy Hunting for Endangered Species Abroad”, FANC
collected available information from various sources, such as official publications and statements of
specialists and organisations with interest in this subject. Compiled information was classified in relation
to the criteria identified in the SCU workshops, and evaluated with regard to the question: “Is scientific
evidence available to decide whether or not trophy hunting has negative effects on the target population of
the respective species or its ecosystem?” The study revealed that most information available refers to
carnivore and Caprinae species, and that long-term studies comparing the development of a hunted
population with that of a population undisturbed by hunting activities are lacking. The results of the study
can be summarized as follows:

Trophy hunting abroad by German hunters is primarily carried out in other European countries, Africa and
CentralAsia.Main targets are deer and pig species, antelopes and gazelles as well as small game andwaterfowl.
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SUSTAINABLE HUNTING TOURISM

POSITION PAPER OFTHE

CIC TROPICALGAME COMMISSION

(1)

Sustainable use of nature is a binding principle which has been accepted worldwide as being effective for
the protection and management of natural resources and biological diversity.

This concept – which has been used in German forestry for over 200 years – was adopted in 1992 by the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Rio as a general principle for humans to
interact with the natural resources on earth. It implies that the use of components of biodiversity should not
lead to its gradual decline.

The parent organization of international environmental and biodiversity conservation – the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) – agrees with this principle and declared at its 2nd IUCNWorld
Conservation Congress in October 2000 in Amman that the sustainable use of natural resources is an
important driving force in conservation. Through it biological diversity is sustained in the long term while
human needs are met.

In February 2004, the 7th Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biodiversity (CBD) in Kuala Lumpur
adopted the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the Sustainable Use of Biodiversity (AAPG) - to a
large extent based on IUCN’s Amman Policy Statement. The AAPG provide a framework for assisting
stakeholders on all geographical as well as institutional levels on how to ensure that their uses of biodiversity
will not lead to its long-term decline. Taking the wildlife sector as an example, it is obvious that theAAPG
present a common base to develop coherent approaches to sustainable wildlife use.

Sustainable hunting tourism is an example for such use of natural resources – not only in central Europe,
but globally. If it is sustainable it maintains and promotes biodiversity, if it is not, it is a violation of
international conventions.

Hunting is often referred to as the ‘consumptive’ use of wildlife in contrast to the ‘non-consumptive’ forms
of use (e.g. photo- or nature tourism). Every type of tourism consumes natural assets. Natural resources can
suffer heavy damage through mass tourism, even through eco-tourism. In contrast thereto, hunting as a
‘soft’ form of nature tourism, does not require an elaborate infrastructure, nor does it require permanent
structures. Relatively high revenues can be generated by few clients. The well-regulated take-off of 1 to 2%
of prime or post-prime males does not damage the respective game populations. If funds generated through
sustainable hunting tourism are directed towards conservation and if local populations share the economic
benefits, this form of the use of natural resources can play a direct role in reducing rural poverty and
contributes to conservation efforts.

It is a fact that hunting can lead to the preservation of wild animals – even in endangered and/or threatened
game populations. General hunting bans have never stopped the decline of animal populations anywhere;
they have in the contrary and for various reasons, sped up the loss of wildlife habitat, the reduction of game
numbers and even led to the extinction of species.
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The great success of conservation through sustainable hunting: markhor. Kabul markhor (Capra falconeri megaceros).
(Photo: Dr. Nicolas Franco)




