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EINE VOGELBEOBACHTUNG (emet f r ys tg lanzs ta r )

von  Ru th  Jacob i .  Fa rm  O t t i l i enho f .  Ka r i b i b

Sehr  geehr te  Her ren ,

Da  i ch  m ich  immer  besonders  ueber  fh re  Be r i ch te  und  Voge lbeobach tun -
gen  f r eue ,  moech te  i ch  auch  ma l  e twas  dazu  be i t r agen "
Se i t  Jah ren  beobach ten  w i r  i n  de r  Regenze i t  au f  unse re r  Fa rm Ot t i -
t j - enho f  ( f e i l  I I  von  N r "  89 )  e l n i ge  Paa re  Ame thys tens ta re  (n  736 ) "
S ie  s i nd  me i s t  r ech t  scheu  und  f l i egen  davon ,  bevo r  man  s i e  r i ch t i g
r : p q p h p - n  h a f  -  D i e  P f  a e h l e  u n s e r e r  H o f e i n z a e l r n l r n f i  s i  n c i  ? t t  D n l r r a  r r n l l
Y g O g r l g l r  

l l u L .  U L -  F I U S t I I E  u l l D L ! g !  i l v f  L I r r ! u L u I r u r r V

v o m  K u e c h e n f e n s t e r  a u s  k o n n t e  i c h  i m  F e b r u a r / M a e r z  b e o b a c h t e n ,  d a s s

i n  e i n  R o h r  N i s t m a t e r i a l  e i n g e t r a g e n  w u r d e "  E i n  p a a r  T a g e  s p a e t e r

g i n g  i c h  v o r s i c h t i g  h i n  u n d  t a t s a e c h l i c h  l a g e n  2  b l a u - g r u e n e  E j - e r

d r i n "  A u f  d e m  n a h e . s t e h e n d e n  B a u m  s c h i m p f t e n  d i e  E l t e r n ,  u n d  i c h  b i n

3  W o c h e n  n i c h t  m e h r  h i n g e g a n g € n r  b i s  i c h  e s  p i e p s c . n  h o e r t e  u n d  d a h

d i e  E l t e r n  d a u e r n d  a u s -  u n d  e i n f l i e g e n "  V , t i r k l i c h  2  J u n g e t
N a c h  w e i  t e r : e n  1 0  T a g e n  w a r e n  s i e  s c h o n  q a n z  b e f i e d e r t  i n  d e r  F a r b e

w i e  " F r a u  M u t t e r " .  B a l d  w u e r d e n  s i e  f l u e g g e  s e i n "  W i e d e r  n a c h  6  T a g e n

h o e r t e  i c h  k e i n  P i e p s c n  m e h r  u n d  d a c h t e :  " N u n  s j - n d  s i e  a u s g e f  l o g e n " ' r

A l s  i c h  n a c h s a h ,  l a g e n  s i e  b e i d e  t o t  i m  N e s t "  W a s  w a r  w o h ]  d e r  G r u n d ?

W u r d e  e s  j - n  d e m  R o h r  z u  h e i s s ?  W i r  h a t t e n  i n  d e n  T a g e n  4 I . - "  K o n n t e n

s i e  n i c h t  s e n k r e c h t  a u s  d e m  R o h r  r a u s ?

J e d e n f a l l s  w a r  e s  e i n  e i n w a n d f r e i e r  B r u t n a c h w e i s  v o m  . / l m e t h y s t g l a n z -
^ ! ^ -  ' ' ^ l c h e m  D r "  H b s c h  s c h r e i b t ,  d a s s  i - h m  k e i n  e i n w a n d f r e i e rD L O J -  t  

V ( . / r l  W C r

B r u t n a c h w e i s  g e l u n g e n  i s t "  
q e z "  R u t h  J a c o b i

Ergaenzend  zu  d iese rn  B r ie f  e ine  Beobach tung  de r  Orn i tho log i schen
Arbe i t sg ruppe  be i  e ine r  Morgenwanderung  im  Ok tobe r  1968 :
fm  Windhoeke r  S tad tgeb ie t rR i ch tung  , r u tok i no ,  kamen  w i r  an  de r  E in -
? : a n n , , n d  r l a r  B O h r l 6 e C h e r  d e r  S t a d t  V O r b e i r  w € l C h e  m i t  R O h r p f a e h l e n

v e r s e h e n  n a c h  o b e n  e i n e  A b b i e g u n g  n a c h  d e r  f n n e n s e i t e  h a b e n "  H i e r

b e o b a c h t e t e n  w i r ,  r r ; i e  e i n  P a a r  A m e t h y s t g l a n z s t a r e ,  R "  7 3 6  ( C i n n y r J - -

c i n c l u s  l e u c o g a s t e r )  m i t  F u t t e r  i m  S c h n a b e l  a u f  e j - n  s o l c h e s  R o h r

z u f l o g e n  u n d  f u e t t e r t e n "  V o r s i c h t i g  w u r d e  d i e s e s  R o h r  v o n  u n s  u n t e r -
s r r c h t  -  r ^ r a s  n r r r  m i t  e i n e m  T a s c h e n s p i e g e l  m o e g l i c h  w a r "  f m  K n i e  d e s

B o g e n s  n a c h  u n t e n  \ , ^ r a r  e i n  B o l z e n  i m  R o h r  f u e r  d e n  D r a h t ,  d e r  h i e r
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c  t s  N e s t  l : a . i t e r r  . < o n n t c  "  -  v : e - i  f  a s - ,  f  l u e g g e  S t a r e  s a s s e n  a m  E i n f  1 u g
i n  d e r  F a r l r e  v , ' ; ' - c  c l e r  r n r - i e t l - e i : 1 i c n e  T e i i "
t r u e - r  d a s  G e b - i - c ;  u n r  i r ' i t : i h o e k  i r u r i e  C i , . s e r  S t a r :  a . )  S c p t e n i b e r  b i s

J a n u a : : / F e b : u a . : :  b e c b a c h t e t ,  i m m e . i :  r - n  d e r  Z c j - t  C e r  T r a u b e n ,  F e i g e n ,
M a u l b i e e r : e n  s o w i *  K ; r k t u s f e i - c e n "  ) T - i , e n a l s  h a b e n  v r i r  l . l e n q e n  b e o b -

. r  c h t e n  k o e n n e n .

Fuer  j  ec .e  n  B lu tna , :h ' . . le i  s
und dank l : ,a r  "

Orn i  th  "  / \ rbe i  t sqruDpe \^J indhoek "

i r " ' r  l , a n c c  s i n d  w i  r  s e h r  i n t e r e s s i e r  t ^

THI I '1, , \P.] , IEL Oi i  FTRD ivl IGR,\TIOI 'J

b i r  p r  
"  R i c i r a r , l  I  i , ; e r s i c q e  ,  D i . r e c t o r  o f  l , i c c r e g t o r  M u s e u m ,

K i r n b e : l e \ ,  . -  ! i . r m c n l  t r i e l d s  l i C v e r t i s e r , t  ? . ' ) - 9 - 1 9 7 9

S n r i  n r l i  s  l - r : - r r , l  ; r n r l ,  l ^ ; h a L  r l o e  s  t f r i S  I F . e a n  
' l - n  r r r t r : ?  ' l ' l r o  n e w  l e a V e S  C O m e

_ f  " e  "

o u t  t o . j " e c r - ' + - d r : 1 a , r - i r i . : > C r p o .  t h e  f - l o w c r s  c o m e  o u t  t o  t - - r i g h t e n  t h e

scene t  i ,he :  ; i - r ^c l . : ;  co :nc  b ; - rc l ;  f ro rn  t1 - re i r  m. lg r . - : t ion  and our  own b i rds
b e g i n  L (  r r a : r " i  .

There  a i 'e  sc in , :  1 :cop- l  e  i , ' hc  inc reed .see none o f  th j .s  i t  i s  mere ly
the  harb  j  nc le  r :  o {  a r i '  r - .he . - . r  sunmei : ,  anothc- r  year  in  the i ; :  l i ves  "  Br , t t
h a v c  y o l l  c  v  . : r '  : ' - r ; - o a "  t c  t h  j  n k  V i : L G  t  c a u  s e s  t h e s c  c h a n g e s  ?  H o w  t h c
p l a n  t s  v , i r i , c l i  h r r ' € '  r o  j ' ; e  s  t o  s c t e  a n C  t 1 o  b r a i n ,  r l o r k  i s  o u t ?  H o v r
' lo  they  knc ' , r ;  t . :  ; r roduce ner , " '  l .ea .ves  v , 'hen  they  do? Tbat  i -s  remarkab le
e n c u g i r ,  i - , u t  e v e n  m o l : € l  r r , r , i : v e l - o u s . i l : c  t n i :  b i r d s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  m i n u t e

" b i : : d  J : r a i n s : r  . ,  t - h n ;  -  I  y -  i O  " O O O  k n ,  a n d  b a c l :  t o  t h e  s a r n e  s p o t  e a c h
/  r :  o .L ,  d

Frorn niarkir .c l  n- i  r :C.s vr i , t i ' r  n irmbert:d r ings v,re i r , rve 1,wo rci : - '  arkab-r e stor ies
to  te  I  1  "  TL .c  f  l , r ' s  r .  - :o i tC€ ' r  nS e  F lu i :o i  -an  l iwa i1or , , , , ,  r ingeC.  her :e  in
K - : - n t b e r l - e Y  l i - r  d  r ' a : c c v . : , r e c i  r l  d ; - i 1 ' s  l a t e - r  i n  E n g l a n d "
I r i rag ine  a"  l ' , r , , :  - t  l -  r r i . r 'C  - -1 , r , : s :  t .har .  ; tC  g i :ams 1o: t tg  oveu ; rnd  back  v i i thcu t
a  pass i - 'o . i :  J "  , , , i - i - t l l c . r i i i :  l - .ooL<- ing  an  a i r t i cke t  and knour i r rg  i t s  own r^ /a .y .

I  vrondcr '  r .u 'hef-hr, i t  at  nur ir  cn c-culcl  cvcr har, 'e done, '  this iat i thout modern
| _ - - *  ! -  - - ' - l
L - L  c l l : b p O I  i .  . - '  ; ' - S  .

The sbccrnr - l  s .o .1 t ' : '  ( :o t le3  : j :o rn  Er :nes t  14 i r l c lJ .emiss ,  i :he  v /c l rc len  c f  Ror rde-
v le i  B j  rc l  Sanc : r  ua . : ' , ' ,  i vho  t , :a i :pcd  in  the  Sc- l tT IC t rap  ; r t  t f ie  sarne  s i te
ir-r  f  ou;:  di- f  r1 i : r . , i - i i -  r , r( : \drS or,  : - ] :  a f  iYe ybar per i -od ,  a l i  t t le wader
c a l l e d  l h e  l , i t t - 1 e  S t i - n 1 .  . .  b : i : : d  i - 1 )  c m  l o n q  a n d  v r e i q h - , - n g  2 4  g r a m s ,
I ts  mat -es  . r in -c '  ;  i : , -  Lh  - - ,  s : r ;nc  t r . r1 ;  v ic - re  rccovered 11  "c lOO km aray
i n  ' - h e  U S S R "  i i i r a ; , : j i l , e  s , . i c i r  t r  S i i L c i  j - l -  L - : i : : d  t r d \ r e 1 1 j - n g  s u c h  a  l o n g  d i s -
t a n c c  b a c k  a n c l .  i c : : ; i - r  : : a c i ' r  v e a r "  T h e s e  b i r d s  i r r e e C  i n  t h e  t u n d r a
ar rd  r ,v in tc : :  r i l  t i r t t  e  eDe "  Cf  cor l rs?  the l '  en joy  f  c - rpe tua l  sL lmine- i :  and
w o u i d n ' ' l :  w e  a r l  l l k e  t h a t ?  r i n y  t h e y  m i q r a t e  u e  c l o  n o t  k n o w .  H o v , r
they  Cc i - t -  i  s  : r ' . r :1 .  1  . ,1  n r . , ' s tEr '1 , - "  I , ru t  v re  c { rc  } teq inn in3  to ,  unra t  e f  a
l i t t1e  nore  abor . . l i . -  l - ; i  r c is  a .ncr  to  r r :a  1 i -se  J rov :  s - . : l s l t i r , rc  they  are  to
t h e  v ; o r l d  a h , o u L  t h e i i ,  I r r  c c n ' : r : a s ' ; ,  h o r . '  i n s e r r s i  t i v e  m a n  i s  a n d  h o w
r e a l  i  s  t h e  : , h r r s e  " , r n v i r o n r r , & L a i  p c i l u t i o : r ' r  "
in 'e  kno 'o r  o f  a  r iun l ) r , r ' r  c f  ser rse  s  the  i - ' i r c ls  possess  -  senses  tha t  man
h a s  d e v r : l - o p c r .  c i a h c : . r - L e  i n : r c h i n e s  t o  d c - , t c c c :
i  "  i {3 r ; i  ac i t i .o i : ,  b ' .1  che s iJ r r  . r  s ta rs r  "  I t  i r ; . rs  } - )cen  shov in  t } ra t  b i rds
or "Lenta te  h i ' ie in : ; -  l . v :s  whe: - r  tne 'y  c . rn  see the  sun or  s  ta rs  "  Er r idence
of  th is  can l : ' l :  : .h t - rv rn  h7  cxper i rnents  v i i th  1 , .  lane tar i  :  -  a r  b i f  i c ia l
n i q h t  s k i e  s  . .  3 i .  r r c - r i - l E  l h , .  - ,  t a : s  c r  u s i n g  r n i r o r s  v ; i t h  t h e  s u n ,
b i r d s  c a n  b e  r n c u c c r l  e x r : e r i i n e n t a l l - y  t c  f  l y  b y  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  s e € )
b u t  w h i c h  w c  l t a v , :  a . : ' t - ; ' f i c l a l l - . 1  : n o v e d  t o  t r i c k  t i r e m "
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)  T . r r r r i n r l - i n 1  1 - r r  r ^ . n . i l -  
j  q m . "  C l C  i X O C 1 .  i f f . C n t S  S f t O i V e C  ' T l : t - n 6 : f  i  s r n  w l S( L I U \ J I T L L + J I I  L J I U J  J L I V I V S J  I I J . J I ] g L I J I ( L

, . ^ :  ^ . . - . ^ - f  - - ^ !u r . r r r , . , ( r r -  L C 1 r , L "  I n h a t  v . ' a s  u s e c l  v j e r c  F . . l w c r - f u 1  l i t t l - e - '  r n l g n e t s  a t t a c h e d
t c  b i r d s '  v t i n g s  o r  l : a c k . ,  l i o w e v e r  : - t  h a . s  n o w  l : e e n  f o u n d  ' i - h a t  b i i ' c l - s
a r e  s u p € r : s e n s i t i v c ,  t o  n e g n e  t i s m ,  r r r C  l - . r r g e  f c . r ' c e s  e x e r t e d  b y  m a q " -
n e t s  o r  p o v i e r  l i l r e s  . l o  n c , t  a f f  e c t  - u h r e r n "  | i c t -  o n l y  i 1 t : e  b i r d s  s c n s i - .
t i v e  t o  t h e  e  , r r t h ' s  m a g l " l e t : - c  n o r t n  b u t  a l s o  t o  t h c  a n o l e  c f  m a g - -
n e t i c  d i p "  T i - . i s  j i ' r c s  t h e r  r i r , : , 1 t  C c l p r b l i l r t i e s  t - o ' - . : i r ' . p o i n t  t h c i r
h o m e  a r e a s  "
3  

"  ; S a r o m c t r i c  p r e s s u r e  t h e  r n e t h o . i  , . v n e r e b y  : i - ' - r c r u f  t  i e t e r m i n e  t h e i r
a l t i t u d c  a n c i  c r l e  o f  t h e  a i d e s  t o  f c r e w a : : n  o f  w e , a t h e r  c h a n q e s ,  T h e
b i r d s  c a n  s i m p l y  c l o  t h E :  s a r n € "  T l t e v  a r c  s c  s c n s i t i - r e  t h e y  c a n  r € -
r - i . f a r  t . h c  d i f f e r e n c c  i n  b a r o m e t r i c  j l r e s s L l i ' . j  c V e t a  I c s s  1 : h a n  3 O  m e . -: )  -  -  - -_
t r e s  i n  h e i g h t "
4  "  I n f  r a  s o u n d  v e r y  l o w  s o u n d  l e v e l s  b e l o v " '  t h c s e  r , ; h i  c h  h u m a n s  c a n
h e a r "  T h e r e  i s  a  q € t n e r a l  s o r i n d  l e r ' e i  c f  b h r : .  e a r t n  b a c k g r o u n d
n o i - q e  i v h i c h  w c i  c a n  p i c k  u L )  t h r o u 3 h  t h e  i t s c  o f  e l - e c t r o n i c s " l l i r d s
a r e  a b l e  t o  d e t e c t  s o u n d s  b e  l o u r  t h i s  l e v e l "  T h a t  g i v e s  t h e r n  a n  a d . - -
vantaqe -  they  can hear  the  i r r . r .u ( - rs  b re . rk ing  on  beac i . ,es  o r  the  r^ r ind
b l o t v i n g  c v e r  n o u n t a i n  l r e a K S ,  . r : : c i  t h c s r .  s o u n o s  c a n  f ' c  h e a r d  f r o m  n o r e
t h a n  1 O O  k n  "  F : l i r d s  c a n  t h e r e f  o r e  p i L c k  u p  i a L r d m a r k s  o f  i n f r a  s o u n d
w e  c a n n c t  c i e t e c L "
5  "  S m e l l  -  ; i n d  t h r s  i s  S : i 1 1  a -  s m e l - 1 , . /  s u b  j e c  t "  B u t  s c m e  f  t a l i a n  r e -
s e a r c h  v i o r k e r s  l - r r f r / e  s h o w n  t h a t  t l r e  s m e l l  o f  a  f ; a r : t j c u l a r :  v i l 1 a g e ,
f n r  o - * ; r n n l r -  i s  k n o w n  t O  h i r d S  f r o n i  t h a t  . r i 1 1 a q e "  T i - r e S e  e x p e r i -

m e n t s  h n v e  r l o t  y c t  b e c n  o r i p l i c a t e  c l  a n d  t h e r e  i  s  s t i  l  l  s o m e  d o u b t "
W e  d o  k n o w ,  f  o r  e  z a r r r p l . i  ,  b - i r d s  h a . v e  n o  . s : n s c  c t  s n i e l - I  f  o r  d e t a i l ,
b u t  t h i s  n r a y  n c t  e x c f u d e  g e n e r a l  s m e i l s  "
S o  n o v r  t h a t  y o u  k n o w . l  l i t t l e  m o r € :  a b o i - r t  } : i r d  s e n s e s  - , r r h a t  w e  k n o w
o f  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  : " r - g r . r t i : r :  -  1 " / c u  v ; i i  L  - , i r n ; e c i i - t t  s u c h  t e r m s  a s  n c i  s c
n n l  l , r * i  n n  : n r J  e n v i r O n n e n t a l  p O _ l - f r - l t i O n  ( c h e m i c a r - .  a n c l  p h y s i - C a J  )  "
D c r  w e  p i t y  t i r e  d e l i c a t e  b j r d  . r s  o n e  i i - t t l e  g r : n r .  c f  n , r t u . r ' e r  o r  d o
vJe p i ty  m. r r r  v rho  j  s  sc  cmde in  h is  senses? I " ' ian  ouqt ' r t -  to  knor ,v  be t te r
than to  bchavc  the  wa, '1  he  some t i rnes  c l  oe-e"  r ' i r rC  perha l :s  now you r^ ; i1 -J -
1 - h i  n l r  r a : i  n  : b o u t  t h e  d a n g e . r : s  C f  e n v i r o n r n e n t ; r l  p o l l _ u t i O n ". . . . . , ' J

D i e s e  Z u s c h r i f  t  v e r d a n k e n  v r i r  I r r a n  D o r a  i r o c k .  l i i  i n b c r l e v
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