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b y

P . A. C L AN C E Y  

( D ire c to r,  D u rb a n  M useum , D urb a n )

T H E  N O R T H E R N  N O N - B R E E D I N G  R AN G E  L I M I T S O F  

I S  P I  D I N  A  P I C T  A  N A T A L E N S I S  (SM IT H )

M a c k w o rth - P ra e d  a n d  G ra n t,  B ir d s  E a s te rn  a n d  N o rth  E a s te rn  

A f r ic a ,  vo l.  i, 19 5 2 ,  p. 5 7 3 ,  fix  th e  n o rth e rn  ra ng e  lim its  o f I s p id in a  

p ic ta  n a ta le n s is  ( Sm ith) ,  18 3 1 :  N a ta l,  as T a n z a n ia .  C ha pin ,  B ir d s  o f  

th e  B e lg ia n  C o n g o , p a rt  ii, 19 3 9 ,  p. 2 8 6 ,  lis ts  it  o n sin g le to n s  fro m  

a s  fa r  n o rth  in  th e  e a s te rn  C ong o (Z aire)  as K is e n yi,  n e a r L a ke  

K ivu ,  a n d  th e  R u ts h u ru  P la in ,  a lso  m e n tio n in g  G yld e n s to lp e ’s 

sing le  F e b ru a ry  re c o rd  fro m  L a k e  C haha fi, R w a n d a  (vid e  G yld e n -  

s to lp e ,  K u n g l.  S ve n s k a  V e te n s k ap .  H a n d l. ,  3 rd  se r. ,  vo l.  i, 3 ,  19 2 4 ,  

pp. 2 7 6 ,  2 7 7 ) .  T h a t  I . p . n a ta le n s is  w in te rs  in  nu m b e rs  s t ill fu rth e r 

n o rth  in  c e n tra l e q u a to ria l A fric a  ha s re c e n t ly  c om e to  lig h t a s a  

re s u lt  o f th e  s t u d y  o f a  se rie s o f th irte e n  I . p ic ta  ( B o d da e rt)  fro m  

B w a m b a  F o re s t ,  w e s te rn  U g a n da , b ro u g h t to g e th e r,  m a in ly  in

19 6 7 ,  b y  c o lle c to rs  o p e ra tin g  on b e h a lf o f th e  L o s  Ang e le s  C o u n ty  

M useum . I n  th e ir  in te re s tin g  jo in t  p a p e r o n th e  b irds  o f th e  lo w ­

la n d s o f B w a m b a , T o ro ,  U g a n da , F rie d m a n n  a n d  W illia m s , L o s  

A n g e le s  C o u n ty M u s . C o n tr . S c i . ,  N o. 2 11,  19 7 1,  p. 2 5 ,  p la c e  th e  series 

c o nc e rn e d  as be ing  a p p lic a b le  to  I . p . p ic ta  ( B o d d a e rt) ,  17 8 3 :  Se ne g a l, 

w he re a s  in  fa c t  it  is c o m po site ,  c o m prising  th re e  n o m in a te  p ic ta  

a n d  no  le ss  th a n  te n  n a ta le n s is .  O f th e  sa m ple  fro m  B w a m b a  F o re s t 

( lo c a litie s :  N ka ra ra ,  R wa nse ng e  a n d  N ta n di,  a t  6 7 0 - 7 0 0  m . a .s .l. ) ,  

77  p e r c e n t,  is a p p lic a b le  to  n a ta le n s is ,  th e  b a la n c e  of 2 3  p e r c e nt.

R
ep

ro
d

u
ce

d
 b

y 
Sa

b
in

et
 G

a
te

w
a

y 
u

n
d

er
 l

ic
en

ce
 g

ra
n

te
d

 b
y 

th
e 

P
u

b
li

sh
er

 (
d

a
te

d
 ř

ŗŘ
ř.

)



b y P .  A .  C lan c e y 15 7

T he c h a ra c te rs  a n d  ra ng e s  o f th e  tw o  So u th  A fric a n  ra c e s  o f th e  
R e dw in g e d  Sta rlin g  a re  a s fo llo w s:

(a)  O nyc ho g na thus m o rio  m o rio  ( L innae us) ,  17 6 6 :

C ape o f G o od H ope, C ape.

W in g s  o f cJcJ 14 2 , 5 - 15 7 ,  o f 13 7 - 14 7  m m .

R a n g e :  So u th - w e s te rn  a n d  s o u th e rn  a n d  e a s te rn  C ape,  N a ta l a nd  
Z ulula nd , th e  O ra ng e  F re e  Sta te ,  L e so tho ,  th e  T ra n s va a l,  Sw a z i­

la n d , a n d  so u th e rn  M o za m bique in  th e  L e bo m bo  R a ng e .

(■b) O nyc ho g na thus m o rio  she lle yi ( H a rte rt) ,  18 9 1:

U g og o, T a nz a nia .

L a rg e r th a n  la s t,  p a rt ic u la rly  in  th e  fe m a le :  wing s o f 15 6 - 16 4 ,  
o f $ $  14 8 - 16 0  m m . T a il lo n g e r a n d  b ill h e a vie r.  F e m a le  a ls o  so m e ­

w h a t m o re  b lo tc h e d  on u p p e r b re a st .

R a n g e :  R h o d e s ia  fro m  th e  M a to po s in  th e  w e s t,  e a st  to  th e  
E a ste rn  H ig hlands,  a d ja c e n t h ig h la n d  M o za m bique a n d  on M t. 
G o ro ng o sa .  E x tra - lim ita lly  in th e  m o u n ta in s  o f M a la wi,  e a ste rn  
Z a m bia ,  n o rth e rn  M oza m bique, T a n z a n ia ,  a n d  th e  h ig h la n ds of 

K e n ya .

N o te :  A m y d ru s  m o rio  s h e lle yi H a rte rt ,  18 9 1,  is no w  g e n e ra lly  
t re a te d  a s a  s yn o n ym  o f O . m . ru e p p e llii ( V e rre a u x ) ,  18 6 5 :  E th io p ia ,  
b u t m y finding s c o inc ide  w ith  th o se  o f Sc la te r,  S y s t. A v . A e th io p . ,  
p a rt  ii, 19 3 0 ,  p. 6 6 5 ,  in  th a t  ru e p p e lli i  a n d  s h e lle yi a re  s e p a ra te  
ta x a .  I n th e  e ve n t o f E th io p ia n  a n d  U g og o b ird s  be ing  tre a te d  as 
ta x o n o m ic a lly s im ila r,  a  n a m e  w ill h a ve  to  be pro p o se d  fo r th e  
R ho d e s ia n ,  M o za m bique, M a la wi,  a nd . p re su m a b ly,  th e  so u th e rn  
T a n z a n ia n  p o p u la tio n s ,  a s th e y  a re  c le a rly  s u b sp e c ific a lly d is tin c t  
fro m  So u th  A fric a n  O .m .m o rio .

I  a m  g ra te fu l to  M r. M. P . S tu a rt  I rw in , O rn ith o lo g ist ,  N a tio n a l 
M useum  o f R h o de s ia ,  B u la w a yo , a n d  M r. A . C. K e m p , O rn ith o lo g is t,  
T ra n s va a l M useum , fo r th e  lo an  o f th e  m a te ria l in  th e ir  c ha rg e.

T H E  C H A R A C T E R S AN D  R AN G E S O F  T H E  R A C E S O F  T H E  
R E D H E AD E D  F IN C H  A M  A  D I N  A  E R Y T H R O C E P H A L A

( L I N N AE U S)

W h e n  I d e m o n s tra te d  th a t  th e  R e d he a de d  F in c h  A m a d in a  e ry- 
th ro c e p h ala  (L innaeus)  o f s o u th e rn  A fric a  w a s  p o lytyp ic  b y  na m ing  

A . e . d is s ita  C la n c e y,  19 5 8 :  B e rg ville ,  N a ta l,  I  h a d  b u t tw o  spec im ens 
o f th e  la t te r ,  a n d  b e lie ve d  it  w a s  re s tric te d  to  E a s t  G riq u a la n d ,
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15 8 M is c e lla n e o u s  T ax o n o m ic  N o te s  o n  A f r ic a n  B ir d s

e a ste rn  C ape, a n d  N a ta l,  wh ic h  vie w  wa s  fo llo w e d  b y  T ra ylo r,  in  
th e  c o n tin u a tio n  o f P e te rs ’ C h e c k -lis t B ir d s  o f  th e  W o rld ,  vo l.  x iv,

19 6 8 ,  p. 3 8 8 .  N ew m a te ria l b ro u g h t to g e th e r in  re c e n t ye a rs  sho ws  
t h a t  A . e . d is s ita  ha s  a  m u c h  m o re  e x te n s ive  a n d  in te re s tin g  rang e  
th a n  a t  firs t  be lie ve d , a n d  t h a t  th e  c h a ra c te rs  upo n w h ic h  ra c e s  
a re  fo u n d e d  in th is  finc h  nee d  re vis io n  a n d  e x p a n sio n .

F o r th e  lo a n  of m a te ria l to  a u g m e n t th a t  a lre a d y in  th e  D u rb a n  
M useum , I  a m  g ra te fu l to  th e  fo llo w in g : So u th  A fric a n  M useum , 
C ape T o wn ( P ro fe sso r J .  M. W in te rb o t to m ) ,  E a s t L o n do n M useum  

(Mr. C. D . Q u ic ke lb e rg e ) , th e  T ra n s va a l M useum , P re to ria  (Mr. 
A. C. K e m p ) ,  th e  S ta te  M useum , W in d h o e k  (Mr. P .  J .  B u ys) ,  a n d  
th e  I n s t itu to  de I n ve s tig a $ a o  C ie n tific a  de A n g o la ,  Sa  d a  B a n d e ira  

(D r. A. A . d a  R o sa  P in to ) .  J u s t  u n d e r tw o  h u n d re d  spec im ens 
w e re  e x a m in e d  in D u rb a n  in fu rth e ra n c e  o f th is  e n q u iry.

V a ria t io n  o f subspe c ific  im p o rt  in m a le s  a ffe c ts  th e  c o lo u r o f th e  
he a d , th e  deg re e o f lu n u la tio n  o ve r th e  u n d e r su rfa c e  a n d  th e  c o lo u r 
o f th e  ve n tra l g ro u n d ; a lso  to  a  c e rta in  e x te n t  th e  c o lo u r o f th e  
do rsum . I n  fe m a le s  ( bo th  a d u lt  a n d  ju ve n a l) ,  va ria t io n  a ffe c ts  th e  
c o lo u r o f th e  u p p e r- p a rts ,  a n d  th e  deg ree to  w h ic h  th e  unde rside  
is suffu se d  w ith  buff.  T he re  is no  va ria t io n  in  size. E lu c id a tio n  of 

g e o g ra p hic a l p a tte rn s  to  th e  va ria t io n  is c o m p lic a te d  b y  th e  e ffe c ts 
o f so la r b le a c hing  a n d  w e a r,  th is  finc h  being  a n  in h a b ita n t  o f 
ha rsh ,  a rid  re g io ns;  a lso  b y  th e  fa c t  th a t  m uc h  o f th e  m a te ria l in 
m use um  c o lle c tio n s  is in s id io u sly so il-s ta in e d , a n d  th a t  so m e p o p u ­

la tio n s  o f n o m in a te  A .e ryth ro c e p h a la  a re  so m e wh a t m ig ra to ry.  
Se a so n a l m o ve m e n t ta k e s  e le m e nts  of th e  typ ic a l ra c e  to  th e  
n o rth e rn  a n d  e a ste rn  T ra n s va a l a n d  o c c a sio n a lly so u th - w e s te rn  
R h o de sia  ( B u la w a yo ; P lu m tre e ) ,  th e  T ra n s va a l spec im e ns e x a ­

m ine d  d a te d  J u ly .  E le m e nts  o f d is s ita  a re  a lso  c e rta in ly  m ig ra to ry,  
as in fo rm a tio n  a sse m ble d  fro m  th e  w e s te rn  T ra n s va a l ( Sw a rtru g g e n s,  

R u ste n b u rg ,  N o rtha m )  ( 19 6 9  e t se q .) in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  spec ies is a  

d ry  season  b re e d e r ( A p ril- J u ly )  in  th is  re g io n, a n d  is ve ry  la rg e ly  
o r e n tire ly  a b se n t fro m  its  b re e d in g  g ro un ds d u rin g  th e  m a in  ra in s  
fro m  O c to be r o nw a rd s.

T his s tu d y sho ws th a t  n o m in a te  A . e ryth ro c e p h a la  is a  x e ric  fo rm  
a n d  a n  e le m e nt o f ka ro o  a n d  se m i- de s e rt c o u n try fro m  c o a s ta l 
s o u th - w e s te rn  An g o la ,  s o u th  th ro u g h  So u th - W e s t A fric a  to  th e  

n o rth e rn  C ape, th e  va lle y  o f th e  O ra ng e R .,  a n d  th e  c e n tra l a n d  

e a ste rn  d is tric ts  o f th e  K a ro o  s o u th  o f th e  sam e  rive r ,  th e n c e  to  

th e  w e s te rn  O ra ng e F re e  S ta te  a n d  s o u th - w e s te rn  T ra n s va a l.  T his
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b y P .  A .  C lan c e y 15 9

fo rm  is c h a ra c te riz e d  in t h a t  th e  m a le  ha s  th e  h e a d -to p  s c a rle t a n d  
th e  u p p e r- p a rts  w ith  a  b ro w n is h  ting e .  B e lo w  th e  w h ite  sp o tt in g  
is re la t ive ly  sm a ll,  th e  frin g in g  b lJ c k  re duc e d , a n d  th e  g ro u n d  to  
th e  b re a s t  is a b o u t c inna m o n. I n th e  fe m a le ,  th e  u p p e r- p a rts  a re  
bro w n ish  g re y,  a nd  th e  g ro u n d  to  th e  u n de rside  is buffish.

A . e . d is s ita ,  de sc ribe d  in th e  firs t in s ta n c e  fro m  B e rg ville ,  N a ta l,  
is p ro b a b ly a  re c e n t c o lo n is t o f th e  b u s h ve ld  re g io ns o f th e  T ra n s va a l 
a n d  th e  in te rio r o f N a ta l,  a s b re e de rs  fro m  b o th  th e s e  te rrito rie s  
ag ree e x a c t ly  w ith  o th e r e le m e nts  o f d is s ita  fro m  B o ts w a n a  a nd  
a d ja c e n t n o rth - e a s te rn  So u th - W e s t  A fric a ,  n o ta b ly  fro m  D e  H oek 
a t  2 1°  5 5 '  S. ,  2 0°  5 9 '  E . , fro m  w h ic h  lo c a lity  a  lo ng  se ries  o f b irds  
ha s been  a va ila b le  fo r s tu d y.  I t  p rp b a b ly e vo lve d  in th e  K a la h a ri 
a n d  a d ja c e n t re g io ns  o f B otswana,, a n d  is a n  endem ic  o f m esic  
a c a c ia -  a n d  b u s h ve ld  s a va n n a . A . e d is s ita  is w e ll- d iffe re n tia te d  fro m  
n o m in a te  e ryth ro c e p h a la , th e  m a le  h a vin g  th e  h e a d -to p  c rim so n  
ra th e r th a n  sc a rle t,  a n d  th e  u p p e r- p a rts  a re  d is t in c t ly  g re ye r,  less 
b ro w n is h ; be lo w  w ith  la rg e r a nd  w h ite r  sp o tt in g ,  th e  b la c k  frin g in g  
b ro a d e r,  a n d  th e  g ro un d to  th e  b re a s t  is wo o d b ro w n  ra th e r  th a n  
c inna m o n. I n  th e  fe m a le ,  th e  re d  tip p in g  to  th e  h e a d -to p  fe a th e rs  
is  d a rk e r,  a n d  th e  u p p e r- p a rts  a re  g re ye r a n d  c o lde r,  less bro w n ,  
a n d  be low, th e  g ro un d is w h ite r,  n o t buffish a s in  A  .e .e ryth ro c e p h ala. 
T he re  is no d iffe re nc e  in size. T he e a st -  a n d  s o u th - e a s tw a rd  spre a d  
o f A  .e .d is s ita  is p ro b a b ly a n o th e r re s u lt  o f th e  c o m p a ra tive ly  re c e n t 
o pening  u p  o f s o u th e rn  A fric a  a n d  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f E u ro p e a n  
fa n n in g  m e tho ds,  as seem s to  be th e  c a se  in  th e  re c e n t ra n g e  e x ­

pa nsio n  in th e  a llie d  C u t- th ro a t  F in c h  A m a d in a  fa s c ia ta  (see 
C la nc e y,  Z o o l. A b h a n d l. T ie rk u n d e  D re s d e n , vo l.  x x x i,  5 ,  19 7 0 ,  pp. 
5 1- 5 4 ;  C la nc e y,  B u ll. B rit. O rn . C lu b ,  vo l.  x c i, 3, 19 7 1,  p. 8 8 ) .  V a ria ­

tio n  o f subspec ific  im p o rt  is n o w  seen a s desc rib ing  a  w e s te rn  a nd  
so u th - w e s te rn - n o rth - e a s te rn ,  ra th e r th a n  a  s im ple  w e s t - e a s t  p a tte rn  
a s b e lie ve d  he re to fo re .

T he c h a ra c te rs  a n d  ra ng e s  o f th e  tw o  ra c e s  o f th e  R e d he a de d  
F in c h  a re  as fo llo w s:

(a)  A m a d in a  e ryth ro c e p h a la  e ryth ro c e p h a la  (L innaeus)

L o x ia  e ryth ro c e p h ala  L inn a e u s,  S y s t. N a t. ,  10 t h  e d itio n ,  i, 17 5 8 ,  

p. 17 2 :  A fr ic a = A n g o la  ( e x  E d w a rd s ) .  H e re fo rm a lly  re s tric te d  

to  c o a s ta l B e ng ue la .

L o x ia  m ac u la ta  B u rc h e ll,  T r a v . I n t. S . A f r . ,  vo l.  ii, 18 2 4 ,  p. 2 6 9 :  

“ K n e c h t ’s F o u n ta in ” a n d  th e  c o u n try  a b o u t L it a k u n = K u ru -  

m a n  d is tric t,  n o rth e rn  C ape.
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16 0  M is c e lla n e o u s  T ax o n o m ic  N o te s  o n  A f r ic a n  B ir d s

M ale ( a dult)  w ith  he a d  s c a rle t o r o ra n g e -re d ;  re s t o f u p p e r- p a rts  
g re yish  bro w n . U n d e r- p a rts  w ith  g ro un d to  b re a s t c le a r c inna m o n, 
th e  lo w e r fo re - th ro a t ,  b re a s t a n d  sides  lu n u la te d  w ith  c re sc e ntic  
w h ite ,  b la c k  edg ed  a p ic a l spo ts ,  w h ic h  sc a ling  a n d  sp o tt in g  sc a rc e ly  
e x te n d s  up o ve r th e  fo re - th ro a t ,  w hic h  su rfa c e  is w hitis h .

F e m a le  ( a du lt a n d  ju ve n a l)  w ith  tip p in g  to  h e a d -to p  p a le  re d , 

a n d  u p p e r- p a rts  a b o u t lig h t bro w n ish  o live .  B e lo w , w ith  g ro u n d  
to  th e  fo re - th ro a t ,  b re a s t a n d  sides b u ffy.

M e a s u re m e n ts :  W in g s  o f 7 1- 7 6 ,  o f $ $  7 1, 5 - 7 4 , 5  m m . ( 14  

An g o la n  to p o typ e s  m e asure d) .

M a te r ia l e x a m in e d :  13 9 .  A n g o la ,  14  ( C a rac ulo ,  B a ia  F a rta ,  L u c ira ,  
C hita do , C a ha m a ) ;  S o u th -W e s t A f r ic a ,  6 1 ( Sa n ita ta s ,  O tjiva s a n d u ,  
L e e ub ro n , O ho po ho , K u is e b  C a n yo n , N a m uto n i,  G o ba bis ,  O ka - 
h a n d ja ,  K a rib ib ,  W in d h o e k, M a lta ho he , e tc .) ;  C ap e ,  5 1 ( W itd ra a i,  
U pin g to n , O lifa n tsh o e k, K u ru m a n , K im b e rle y,  K a k a m a s ,  P rie s ka ,  
M u rra ysb u rg ,  B e a u fo rt  W e s t ,  G ra a ff- R e in e t ,  So m e rse t E a s t,  
Q ue e nsto wn, C olesberg , H o p e to wn , e tc .) ;  O ran g e  F re e  S tate ,  6 
( T we e sp ruit,  V re d e fo rt) ;  T ra n s v a a l,  7 ( P o tc h e fstro o m , P re to ria ,  
M o kee tsi,  G ro o t Sp e lo n ke n  ( 29  J u ly ) ,  c onfl.  Kla se ri/ O lifa n ts  R ive rs  

( 16  J u ly) ) .

R a n g e :  T he a rid  c o a st  o f w e s te rn  A n g o la  fro m  a b o u t L u a n d a ,  
so u th  to  th e  C unene a n d  in  s o u th e rn  H u ila  d is tric t ,  So u th - W e s t  
A fric a ,  th e  n o rth e rn  C ape a n d  m id dle  re a c h e s  o f th e  O ra ng e R .,  
s o u th  to  th e  c e n tra l a n d  e a s te rn  K a ro o  d is tric ts  (e ast to  a b o u t  
Q uee nsto wn) ,  th e  d ry  w e s te rn  O ra ng e F re e  S ta te  a n d  a d ja c e n t  
s o u th - w e s te rn  T ra n s va a l.  So m e  e le m e n ts  o f th is  ra c e  a re  m ig ra to ry,  
whe n, to w a rd s  th e  e nd  o f th e  d ry  se a so n  a n d  p re s u m a b ly a fte r  
bre e ding , ra n g in g  to  e a s te rn  a n d  n o rth e rn  T ra n s va a l,  a n d  o c c a ­

s io n a lly s o u th - w e s te rn  M a ta b e le la n d , R h o d e s ia  (? th is  ra c e ) .

R e m a rk s :  A . e . e ryth ro c e p h a la  is a  x e ric  ra c e ,  c h a ra c te ris tic  o f 
k a ro o  a ss o c ia tio n s .  I t  in h a b its  re g io ns  w ith  a n  a n n u a l ra in fa ll o f 

c . 3 5 0  m m . a n d  less.

(b) A m a d in a  e ryth ro c e p h a la  d issita  C la nc e y

A m a d in a  e ryth ro c e p h ala  d is s ita  C la n c e y,  D u rb a n  M u s . N o vit. ,  

vo l.  v,  10 ,  19 5 8 ,  p. 14 2 :  B e rg ville ,  N a ta l.

A d u lt  m a le  s im ila r to  A . e . e ryth ro c e p h ala ,  b u t  d iffe rs  in  h a vin g  

th e  h e a d  a  d a rke r,  m o re  c rim so n , re d ,  th e  d o rs u m  c o ld e r a nd
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g re ye r,  th e  w h ite  sp o ts  on th e  ve n tra l s u rfa c e  ra th e r  la rg e r a n d  
m o re  sn o w y,  th e  b la c k  frin g in g  a n d  b a rrin g  b ro a d e r,  im p a rtin g  a  
m o re  h e a vily  sc a le d  e ffe c t,  a n d  th e  sc a ling  a ls o  c a rrie d  fu rth e r up  
o ve r th e  fo re - th ro a t ,  th e re b y re s tric tin g  th e  g u la r w h ite ;  g ro u n d  
to  b re a s t  m o re  vina c e o u s,  n e a re r wo o d b ro w n  th a n  c inna m o n. 
W in g s a n d  t a il d a rk e r a n d  g re ye r,  th e  a p ic a l s p o tt in g  in  fo rm e r 
ra t h e r  w h ite r .

U p p e r- p a rts  in  fe m a le  ( a d u lt  a n d  ju ve n a l)  d a rk e r a n d  g re ye r,  
less w a rm  b ro w n  ( a bo u t H a ir B ro w n  ( R id g w a y, pi.  x lvi) ,  ve rs u s  
L ig h t B ro w n is h  O live ) ,  a n d  w ith  th e  re d  tip p in g  to  th e  h e a d -to p  
fe a th e rs  d a rk e r,  m o re  p u rp lish .  B e lo w, w h ite r,  th e  g ro u n d  less 
suffuse d  w ith  b u ff o ve r th e  th ro a t ,  b re a s t a n d  sides.

M e as u re m e n ts :  W in g s  o f £ ($  7 2 - 7 7 ,  o f $ $  7 2 - 7 7  m m . ( 2 0  m ea sure d) .

M a te r ia l e x a m in e d :  5 9 .  N a ta l,  9 ( B e rg ville ,  E la n d sla a g te ,  C olenso, 
F re re ,  W e e n e n ) ;  w e s te rn  T ra n s v a a l,  9 ( N o rtha m , R u ste n b u rg ,  
Sw a rtru g g e n s ) ; B o ts w an a ,  3  ( S.W . o f Se h itw a , K a i K a i,  C ung c na ) ; 
n o rth -e as te rn  a n d  e as te rn  S o u th -W e s t A f r ic a ,  3 7  ( R ie tfo n te in ,  D e  
H oe k, P e rd e p a n , W ilh e lm sru h e ,  O ng um a, G o ba bis  d is tric t ,  e tc .) ;  

n o rth e rn  C ap e ,  1 ( K u ru m a n  d is tric t) .

R a n g e :  E a s t G riq u a la n d  (? s ta tu s ) ,  th e  M idla nds a nd u p p e r 
d is tric ts  o f N a ta l,  th e  lo w la n d s o f n o rth e rn  L e so tho ,  th e  O ra ng e  
F re e  S ta te  e a st  o f th e  la s t  ra c e ,  th e  b u s h ve ld  re g io ns o f th e  T ra n s va a l 
hig h  ve ld  to  B o ts w a n a  a n d  a d ja c e n t n o rth e rn  C ape, th e  e a ste rn  
b o rd e r o f So u th - W e s t A fric a  in  th e  K a la h a ri Sa n d ve ld ,  a n d  n o rth ­

e a ste rn  So u th - W e s t  A fric a ,  w e s t to  th e  e a ste rn  E to s h a  P a n  re g io n  
(O ng um a)  a n d  s o u th - e a s te rn  O va m b o la n d .

R e m a r k s :  So m e  e le m e nts  o f th is  ta x o n  a lso  a p p e a r to  be m ig ra ­

to ry ,  a s th e  spec ies is ve ry  la rg e ly  if n o t w h o lly a b se n t fro m  kn o w n  
bre e d ing  g ro u nd s in  th e  w e s te rn  T ra n s va a l d u rin g  th e  ra in s ,  a n d  in 
th is  re g io n  it  is a  d ry  se ason  ( winte r)  b re e d e r.  I n  N a ta l,  it  is a lso  
la rg e ly a  d ry  season  bre e d e r.  D e a n , D u rb a n  M u s . N o vit. ,  vo l.  ix ,  6, 

19 7 1,  p. 9 0 ,  g ive s  N a ta l b re e ding  re c o rd s  a s F e b ru a ry- Se p te m b e r.

A . e . d is s ita  is a  m esic  s a va n n a  ra c e ,  c h a ra c te ris tic  o f a c a c ia -  a n d  

b u s h ve ld  fac ies . M a in ly in  re g io ns w ith  a  ra in fa ll in  e x c e ss  of 
3 5 0  m m . p .a .
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MAP II

Map showing the disposition of the two races of the Redheaded Finch A madina 
erythrocephala (Linnaeus) based on specimens examined.

^  A madina erythrocephala erythrocephala (Linnaeus).

O A madina erythrocephala dissita Clancey.

£  Migrant A .e.erythrocephala.
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