
Ihe Wilds ol lona
A FiFt Ascert of OkoEdndjaihe, Algold

tr
l l , ,  rh . . ,d  ,nour . t , is  " f , t re  i r  .ourh-wc* ofAngotr .  t rLc

mmc oflona on thc mrp lud for long bccD d intrigdlg mystcry to mc.llad.
sccol St. columbr nissionariscd drcrc, morg the h*thcn itonc rgc' Ov'Lnnb!,
rs the famous IrnL Sri* had donc among tlc wild rnd p.g!tr Scots ftonr r desohtc

HcLridc.n nlc !,ary .cutrics .go ? Iqhib nl thc Kaokovcld iu 1956, lt looked

rcros thc Cunct Rivcr wcst ofth l]dltrcs MouDnnN nrto th*uggcd rvilds bcyord,

ud I, for onc, wond*ctl ifrt would ever be posiblc to go thrc

Thc oppdtutrity camc ir Jrly, 1967, wh I lud thc f(mhc to bc onc of a

prrty of four bourd fot tLc sottllwctm conrcr of Angola Not lorg.go tHs

.cgion, iftcf h.vn€ crdrrcd dt dcprcdrtiors of poachcn, prospcct,rrs rnd thc
srrcy ofa oncc-prejc.tc.1 riilw.y fron Tigcf lldy to Rhodcsir, tccrmc ! trrtiotrdl

Ir duc corsc wc rcachcd S, dx llitrdcir., which young nrcropolis lts gtown

cousidcrrbly oflatc. Froh tlrcrc wc vkitcd tu mcrby toP of thc s{rr da chdi

csorpncnt, rvhmcc onc 6u look wonvrrd ovcr prccipito$ dropr iDio llE Plaim
drous"nds of fcct bclow. Piotcas ot tlu slopcs, ycllowwoods il thc kloofs, and
futastic rock formrtiots on thc ocst arc rcmiuisccm ofthc Wcstc CiPc SPcct.ctl-
hr indccd is thc Fcndr (nsurc or clcf$ dr rumlavah, on whosc shccr cdgcs tltc
authoritics luvc bdit sonc opcn co:rcrctc'wallcd cnclosurcs from drc srrityofrvhich

tlbpcrs cu grzc spcllbound iDto rpptuniy bonontlcs dcprhs. rrom ctcvi.cs n,

tlt p*pcdicohr wrlh, r fcw spcctucrs of dre rcmarkrblc aloe Me,/arit h!trs

hlply upsidc dowr swingirg in thc cddyiry breezes on cxposcd scmi-rc'ial rools.
To .dd to ou nrlcrcst, rhcsc singuldr plaDis werc flowcdng .t drc tirtrc

on ouruay'o Mot^Drcdcswc clmped h thc brdr rlr Mu,Ji'rc (CxPugoDrbq

with thc towcring doDc ofMo.ro Mallrco 'Scnior' rishg insPirngly ia thc o$ng. I

had warted the othcn to scc lhe rondrtic fott ovcllookhg tlt Rio Mufiino, wlich

lud solEwhat jtuprc$cd the Visse$ and mc in 1956 (see 1957 lawftl, p. 2A), blt

we foud that it hrd shce cnublcd to ruim a a newly-btrilt Poslo h.d takeD its

wctwards fron here the nounllins gave way ro phns dottcd with groups of

large rocky hills, mary of which had beor ie$rpcd' drough the ctvitg oll of

largc slices of mrLlc to bcautifr buildings in Motemedes. Ir the semi-desot

groslmds we pased Cuaculo, vith its Goacmmcnr ExPeiimental Shtion engegcd in

fostering the .c.ring of hrakul shap md cattle.
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Then catu ihe.oastrl descr!, ovcr vhich drk clou& offog wete roling in
fron tlt sca. It is the conrhmtiotr no.rh of lhc crnere of rle Soutl-Wcst Afric.n
Nahib, xDd hrs dr. s.Dre charactedstics ofcomtlcte and ma$fictrt dsolxdon. As
Nc ncared the coasr. Nc crosed the scenic gorgc of rhc Rio cnarl and a srecn rnd
fcrtile oass aro rppQrcd, frtuors for tle qmliry of,ts fruit and vegetables, lollowcd
by a long av.rue tcxdiDs tito Moramedcs. lomrds Dridday, as thc fog lfted, wc
cllcrcd this colouftl od dcturcsqrc ton! a vedtrblc piccc ofoirl-rvorld Pornrgrl,
blcscd with . splerdid chlrrc and an rtnosphce of rc&c od rrarqrillitr. The
fishnlg ! rstry, on which it livcs, is Dor orgdnscd jf large nrpcronrl urdcrtrknrgs
*ch as thosc to which we r.e xccusroncd. I! r.liins Drostly nr rlrc luIlcs o[ long-
stdr.lns 'fxnlily brs;lcssei'. Ard so thc towr rcranr a spccial charrctcr, dd is ryrrcd
the lar8Gscxlc 'uglitcation' wc lDvc conrc to 3socirrc with ind$trlJ develolmcrt;
ilthorsh n hrbou his rcc.trrly Ledl consttutcd io h.Ddlc ;o, orc biorshi ffoD
fcr land ar ca$n*3.

for thc ;udcst ofour AntFAlicn Vcgclatio11 workcs, it should bc ftctrrioncd
llnt tl& PorrJi.ksD wrrdc, orc otidrc crpc's host baDcrul wccd-Pcs$, is wldcly
nscd.s . srcct fi.c tu Mo(iDcdcs. Nccdlos to sry, it dos not sprcd nr thc dcs*t.

Iollownrg d{ .dvicc offic Toftist Dclcltmcnt il Lurnda, wc rcaortorl to drc
V/idctr ofdtc t'ilquc N.cion.l do loDi, Sc,ho. Tiro, Seior, who liv.s i, More-
hcdcr. wc n,ct nr ubor ord soholcrlyJookiDg gcndchrn, nrcwhat ditTcrorr
froD otrf cor.cprioD of. tusim .n gruc warlcn. Tho District covclnrncDi's
pc.n)i$iotr io lisii thc Pirl, whch wm undcvclopcd and noi opur r(, !h p!bli.,
was rmdily givcn, ard rt was armlgcd for Scnhor Tko to acconpoy us ud to bc
our guido. Ncxt nlon rg wc sct oF loudrwards, or a good rxllcd rcrd, ltcrby's
Jccp sntior wrgon follo*ing tlrc Lid Rovcr of rlD wmdor, who ws i.con-
pinicd l) hs gcnial Afic.r) horchnnD ind gdnc scout, Arndrlo.

sooD wc wcrc out itr dE olcn dcscq ar lint doncd with occasio l groups of
clct.ccous crphorbirs. ]]y tlrc lirnc wc had rochcd !]rc vicirrity ofPono Aloxr rc
wc lud rlso scctr nnncrous spccnrcns of thc 'dcscrt octopis' ,Iyeltuit{hid nal,ili',i1c
woDd$thDt ofth NxDrib. Ofro ihcy grcw in.listnri rows or lnrcs, following thc
courscs ofrunnnrg watcr 6oD1dE r.rc occasions wllcn ir rrns. Ii w.r in drc ncigh-
botrhood ofPorto Alcxrndrc thrt thc Austlian borDist, Dr. rricdrich \x/clwnsch,
first saw in 1859 cxahplcs ofdrc'llving fosil' lhat wrs dcstficd to bring hirn lirnc
ard innnoltality af!$ hc hld i,ftoduccd it to sciclcc. It is rclatcd rh.i hc Nls so
ovemhclhcd by the exlrlordnury characto ofthc plrrr dut hc '.onld do mdnrg
but Inccl down on the Lunnrg soil urd grzc at it, half ir fear lcst r tonch should
prove it ! ligDrcnt of the nDaghatioD'.

The road to Iom trnr oFrle tarrcd corstrl road, which eDds.! Porro Alcxalire,
as de cones vithin sight oftht village, ord luns sorth+asrward to south to ivoid ttre
vast stretch ofgrert sand dtnes lyhs berweeD dE Rio Crrom od dD co.sr. The
Cffoca dver @tea ihe rca abour scvn Drnes lorth ofPorlo AiexaDdre, ud ils tuiin
bcd forhs thc northen bordcr ofthe P.rqne Nacioml do Iona. The Park cxtc s
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THE WILDS OF IANA

sourh doM the coast to tle CuneDe.iver nourh a'd trp along tllc Cudt to slighdy

c.st ofQred.s Mo'teneg.o (EpnPa lalft), whdre a Nridian hE forms the ea$crn

bordd to rcjoin the Cffoca river systcnr. Tlt lislang sctdcnents ofPorto Alcxaldrc

ud Biia dos rigres (rigcr B:y)andthc l'josto da loz (rnoutlt do cunoe a.c includcd

in the Park, which hrs three distjnct tyPes ofter.in dcscrt, sem;dc$it and nterior

nounlans-si, 1ar in generel ch.racter to drc northedr Kaokovcld Our spellng

of placc rtm*, etc., nust conform to local stylc, c.g t1r letter 'K' docs Dor beio's

to tirc l'ortrglcsc alplDl,er-hocc 
'Cm.nc' wHle dtc char.ctc.istic Pr€Iix 

'oii-'

o f 5  u r r U  5 ,  A r i c - , . \ p . l t  c r , r -  i r r I ^ r r h c | |  d

For r whilc drc road was good, btt it dctcrioratcd as wc trrvelled southwards.

The valtcy ofdc Curoca lcy to o{r right, close at 1ist, givnrg sllnpses ofr widc'

oasis-lile bcd cottainnrg vcritrblc jlDrghs of ivory p.ln$ nd tlntlisk. with vst

whitc duncs glistedrg tcyond.It wrs purc dcsut for rrrny milcs ahrd, drctcndcncv

to flrtrcs bcnrg rclicvcd by crosioml 
'1uur lardrrpc tdracs o[ hnt3stic]llv

vrricgrtcd bcanry, nr hucs olycllow, pnrk and putplc, somc ofdt cliFs bcing ftdc-

cut od ovcdtugnrg. rvclwitschirs i[ grcrt numbcr sphwlcd .cio$ rnrch of dt

rrcmccoos piair nds md, as lhc colnry gr.duill) .hlngcd to scnridcscft gmnitc

hiils with grrshrd and srrll conmiplur trccs, drcy cordwcd to be as cqurlJy

at homc on hilhidcs, whcrc thcl cioucltd likc gernt sPidcrs, rs on thc lrrrm flr*

Trails nadc by Hrmrornt nountrirr zcbn bcgrn to rPfcir, togcths wrth snrll

Convcnictrtly it lolch ti,Dc wc caorc to Fui'ms, ̂ vmy fino ciPrciotrs .lvc i[

i gnnitc hll. Thc floor wis lcvcl with thc outsidc, md wc wclc .blc ro dlivc thc

jccp n, and diDc it I rtslic t.blc dhr had bccn crcctcd irddc Hcrc, is,t Trndavrli'

wc fomd tlmt rvhcr it concs to littcr Lusi$nirD triplcs irc jnst lboli oD i far
with drcir Soudr Africu coontcrt..ts, brt thcy gctrcmlly Drakc I rc.tcr jol, of

writnrg mmcs on rock frccs.
About ni&iftcnoon, in nrcroxsn,gly ^ttlacrivc sccDcry, wc clo$cd . kloof

coit3nrug thc rnrnr bcd ofthc Rio Cfoc., Nhcro crttincc to drc lalk wi! mdrkcd

by r noticc hrrd prolnbhurg cDrry. Thc road co ntcd rp r vallcy crlcd Ddnbr

cailt., followcd by a drivc ovcr grasy l1an ourong hills, Polulatcd by rhinoccroscs

and splnubok, !o Esfi rira (147 ilcs fron Moqltucdcs). Llcrc a iodrist c.DP with

hutncnts, ctc., wrs i:r tlr couisc ofcoDstrnciion on . rivclnt tdhcc ovcllookng

a lovcly phnr brckcd by molntait$ !o tlt c^st, with ltlwitschjrs nr profusior aroud

We wue drly accomrodrtcd for tlt night ir quartcs, and as rn icy wnrd blcw fron

the w*q to whch the c.m! arco w* fully cxpotd, the shdtcr was not urwdcomc.

Witl Se,lor T,to's son, Nhom we nct wnh a corplc ofvsitors !u er his .ha!gc'

we sat latc rolDd . irc Naitins for e liotr who was lposd to visit the cd!p, but

dis.ofttcously failcd to tlur trp.
Fromhere ̂road ledto Foz do Cuene andBlir dos Tigres, andfromit a track

branchd oA' soudrwards dom to lhe Cmenc rlong a vrlley intrigunrgly called

Damb. das Viboms (the Vale of the vipc$) There was sonctlilg lrdeousty
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Jr , r rwe"boutr . rFs i^1ue{n.aLt) . jg i rg *n\ht rFdrddcr .J ,dCab^onvi lcr . .
rc  q)  norhrrg or  rnF t ( r  rhJr  we prE.  u l  r I .  , .  nred ro *-  tL-  p, r  ofn-  curer . .
rcJ.h-d by r tu,  v  lcy.  Bur  ra, j ,or  r ,o  .ero^r  ,hc whotc ro. , .  r , lug t lur  r \c  qoi , ,e
w .  roo bJd.rc,  for  (hct . .  { "h r .  or . .  . "  i . , t . . "_."g 

" .  
- , , r i , " j  , r , ' .

loumey south-eastwrrds towards rhe nourains ild r.u (re ; er.
lh" ,o 'd."dr l ' rc_,c l ' loF. \  cvt r . r r ) - ,n ,o. .g .a. l  butr r r r -Lnv.  h i  rde* wir , .

r . \ rcnal  ( ror  bcd5tJrdv i rh . , rc ly  _, , ,  . .  r row_gr.s^d f r .
onihh 'ch q ivurs wdi  ra r r . , r i  .prc o r t ,c  r  ar , .h , id . , ,  sh"pN fo; ,  i .$  .n i t  .
b r r o r c  r h c )  r 0 r ! ! / . e . . c i l .  M o p r c , . c c " ,  c | f u . c L e r i , r i c  o f ,  r s  p , r r  o f r t r c  u o r . d .
.ppearcd.nd scctud to indease as ttrc wciwinchirs left o1I. Sp.insl,.k ru" bkdn_
ns nuncrour, vidr frcqucn! elcplhnt .Dd .hho r.rik ud ,is;, ; 

"th. 
g"_".

,  
A.rda?rd_,  ou. , rJ i1 r ru, . .  _ .uur . f rhe Ctunrr t i ,dc | , . . . i i  ,u .c  Jh, . -d,  " rorhrough J k 'oof i , ,  r l le  foorh i  ,  u , . ,Jn. r ,o rhc q,d of r t rc  r . .d  t  t l r  r "p of  ,  n . .

bdlc.rh ir. On ir Nis . neat whirc uDrcn.trrca ho$c .nd a c.ll"di", .fh; 6",i;;
a polrcc stlrio nrturd bf Afrtcans. Sotue 200 yards .way on the umir slope wo thi
witc. sr'!ply, wherc e lirrLc srcarn lricktcd forth hsidc a snal dmk, evc.gcol

Iona, the warden told us, wls Dcvcr a ,nissiotr, but a forncr r<lnirrirntivc
outtost. Hc opcDcd thc housc, whichhrdrumoous roon* and cxccticu kitchcn ud
pdrtry artungcoid'ts, saynrg .!rc.atr 

do our cxousioDs from [*c. Thcrc is plcnty
ofroou for !ll. Makc yorAclvcs.t horct,

3ut wc wortcd to slccpborcirh ̂ starltr sky luilcd l,y rhc ruic offLcrcc bcasts,
dr g,oL"d !(wr rilL clcphrnr dropprrgr rt tlr .,ppro.,.lLr ru ) wnd w,rcrtrotc.
urr g' (rwur r,v5r v.D .'lpirrnrty ro, pur o,,r Jt .hi., ind w( d,o( bftt c couDll
o,,r.r'lc( ru t.kc i iidc ,, .ck . rdD,d r.u, trwrd, rowrdr rhc c,nrcR o\ r., v.ry rctE,,
i rdgc.  i \ur  rDk!o l .hm! \  g . i .  g ,oJI  r . ,  to  CJIrbcno.  r  wxcr_pl ,cc u| ,1{  j r rgc wrtd
r1g tfccs gry witL tovcbirds, with !n ov.limr,a vilxs" 

"lo; 
by. rtlc pl;" _",

ficq CNcd by .lcDtllN.. trcdr drooping. : :dicrirg rh:,-, t,rgc t,.;d h,,l l,ccn r\.-c
- t. w houA bctcia. Ttlc fiid.dly I ,cJt p, puLc^ I.Ltrld rould ro ur.ctt u. t,.,vc

cr , . .<r . r rcd by Sorho.  1no.Nc. , r )p. t r \ i  r . t rs .J , i rung, t ,e
crw ut  rhc l . '1d Rovc, ,  . l ,c . .dy. , . rg.n.n, rd or  

"  
- " .s  p" t " .  _" ,  t i . ,  L , , , .

,  
wc now d(( r . . r  $ ,dr- . rJ \  , td lg a r  r .L  cuphc:+ cr  y  c . ,  c t  r .v . l . r

i:j1'",:"i1.;l;^,"..n 
con eil '.rr r " pc. .d r\c ,r sonrc ye n "go. rrJ

Thc routc rook us orer a ridge rouglE. dDD lhc lrcvious orc, .nd down x
step ?as-trno a broad valcy of rrggcd .grarudu|ai 

seprrating lhe Chrnulinde
co!)ftcx rrom . ,noonramous group or rhe wcsten sidc. Ths was dohinarcd by
,  u, , . 'u- r ' r  p . rh prr r rog Icr i rk"bty. \  rp roo { tM rrwcl  d o on r ,u,n r1, . .
- . , , . i " , 1 .  : . k c o .  i r o , r g t L  r : : : o r r  ! . , s -  " r , , r , . , r  n o n  J h c
yotrgcr omuhhba tribcsnmn nunirted ! word wiici! ; ttr spcti"g Don 

" ,,ucd to dcoibe place n.Do of rhc Hcrcro, and Drakiry an.w.nc. f.; rhe o{jitEr*
speaking posantry's habtt of droppnrg ttreu .o,s 

as Cockrcys d,op rheir airch$,
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cmcrgcd $ okonudj.ihc. This souded rnsonalle eDouqh. 'V,tut 
does it neu I I

n ,vc lv  J . icd.  l ,  i ,  q \  t  the r  ou- .n r . , , l led t ,  i rc ,+ rcpi ) .  Tbis  h"d e R,vou
of  Al ,c  in  wonoq bd .our  

" . -  wc nor  our :dv. ,  u , ,  *o,a"  t -a t "* ,
In a kloofeast ofthe foot of the prs hy caionbo, 17 uilcs from roru a splodid

$arer lLcc fcd by a stro's spring from a steep c)cft ovsruuing a couptc ofpools
b..low which Solor Tiro hrd bdlt a condete vcir afair.for the boefit of the
elc'phants'. Thc place wr obviomly populu with thcn drd rlso with rhnios, lions
add b;as-d jus! rhe sorr o( camp spot we had torgcd {br.

Thc aftcnrcq ws spor in itrv$risstirg ravifts in thc valley, and in the evarng
rve discu$cd, er 31i., dE quesrion ofd rscctrr ofoko'D.ndiaihe. Thc \I/ardd wrs
nor in  |  , r^ut  of \ . r  l ,  ,  ' (n t , .k ,  aor  r l t r ,e  $c ic  r r .$r  . iL i  o .  u ne . rq*  s loocs.  ano
ci .h r i ,  " ,cron,c q. ' . inutro, , , ,u  /v . .N,uJshry/  wc w(c p l f i \ "n ty  ,ur td lcd r
dr nrnbcrs ofrhino h dr.rm wlnch, fron all rccomts, lDs sufcrcd,rudr from the
dcpredations ofluncn ald po.chos h the pasr. :flris wN app,rc froh tilc conllcre
absncc of girlfi.c, lhe evidcn! s.drciry of Flrrrftrmi houDtiin abra, scmbok
. , .d t r '1d.1, r . , .  d(  r rnr)  of  ! ! ,codi l$  ur  dr  rc . rsrb. .  qonio, r  of  t | r  Cu,r lc
and tlrc vntudl cxrcrhihriotr of tlu! rivcr's ilippos. Elcphinrs Ncrc reaso,,l,ty
plerrifnl, a wc wo,dcrcd tf ttrcy woc mignn*' irour !h; K.oko,"ld. rh"y, tk;
tllc gam h gucril, drc vcry dificult ro lcc in drcsc pcrts owhg ro tlrc bush itrd rtrc
vcry brokcn chrractu oftho comtry.

Ncxt nournrg rvc drovc, if out progrcs rlorg drc ,cstrcdr, could bc so dcscdl,ed,
dowr to dr CuDcrc rild (18 nilct. rrcfby llld Kidry.ar bc proud ofdlcjrJccr
stddon wagon. Irs pcrfornnlcc ovd thc tough !r$ca .Il] lhrcugh thc tru.ly fomidrblc
r^vrcs wis nnprc$ivc. Aftcr a stccp rnd scnsrtionrl dcrcnt to thc rivcr bmk rt
ok l ) in 'boron.bo, 'g . . .  wc fo, ,1d r  l .vcrv c i , , ,p i , ,g  p lx .c  nrrd. . r t ,c  g-ovc ofo, . , . r ,F
borohbo,'8, r!cc\ (Co,,iJnr,,, n,i.rir-rlr Jcc", ,1 r( ofdr Ha-s) ificr whch
thc pJacc i rumcd. llcroth tu cool sludc wc w$c ^ho amy frorn thc flics ord thc
dust ofdr ,-J.i.tr c rNd by '.)c ro.k ora ncrby or.,hnbc ul)rgc.

Thc rivcr, nr i* vallcy forntd by brrcn !rouri.in!, is an attrlctivc siqhr. Alovc
o,chiDrboro,nbo, ,sJ t lwc , ,  i  to , ,s .  q , , ,1  l rcrch.  but  r  , , . ih  d $ bc ;  i ,  , - .4 ts
'!po'r its $ugc of wild catancts rlrough mqow clctis rd gorgo, bccoming
r lmoy L.crc"" ib l^ ,4rd t . , rsc ly  s , ; rbtc  f io , ,  J-v  d i {$.c .  B^;" ;  ,1"  

" "p. . . , ;brkrof lhel lJ)h-  Vosrr i ,  " . fxF,Aivc rnd my. ,er ious.  h rhc d i .  r ,ce up { rcr , , , .
ro tlle crst, srood thc 1org, roudcd ptateaux nas ofthe portion of ChanEliD.tc (or
Shhulindi or qarmlirdi) lcading ro where it lowos over the rivcr, showine ro the
.  b,  r 'd  sou,h,he ! ( ,Msul i r  a .cc $.hrr  ^ ,  cur .h"cn.  $ h ic \  tLrd \o, , ; re. .ed
M.tdslay tsa)&cs h 1911. sclow lhh face the Cuncnc nows straiqht bcrwed .litrs
l.om ferr ldsh. Trkcd un ,Ie IocJ mrp e. feldr prot.nd- (l ;(p .lusJ. w-
wamcd to rmch this place by a rrek u! iivd, but it turtrcd out to tre loo far away tor

Apart fion b;ds, due ws litde witd tifc or the river. 1ve saw rwo sukca
amoDg the omunboronbongas, rnd about a do,en black-faccd inpata or rhe
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After *clrsiotrs up river dd along two ddges we went lack to cam! ag.in ar
Caiohbo, whle Senior Tito wdt on to Espinhira fo. $pplis fu his Afrjcus, with
thc intention ofreluming nexr &y. Romie and I were parti.rlarly ken or climbing
Okomndjrihe for, .!art flom its intcrcsting appearuce frotu .eibnr aslech. ir
sccmcd to bc thc Hghcst Angol.tr sunnit opposite dre Brlnes Mothtan6. TIE
Wardcn had suggcstcd tlut if wc must go wc should take dre two ovahinba with
us h c6e wc sot inlo troublc, brt I vetocd this rs thc shca.ed dolohite noticablc
on tlc uppu reach* wonld slrely nljue rheir fNr.

so nex! Dromhg erly (surdry, Jdy 16) Herby drd Kat$ wnh the Jeep
dolosited Rodic and mc on thc eastem side * clor to the foot ofthe pcrk rs thc broken
tavincs at its brrc wouid dlow. on thc sidcs ofthc foothills lrere runerous t.!ih ald
frcsh r..c$ ofrlinos drd clotirots. A stccp and sftcnrous slog acro* a ravine md ovcr
very loosc sciristosc Jopcs cvcnnnlly took us to a shouldcr fdchg fic north+oLdt
sumnit ridgc, with cn awkw.rd-lookirg kloof, loosc .nd drcmy, nrtcrvennrg. To
procccd i,to tlrc sharcd dolomitic crrgs cbovc was likcwisc rwkwud, but suddorly
we .dne lpon ^ providcntiaL hghlcvcl zcbrr prth w[osc prcscucc wc hrd not
suspcctcd fron below.It lcd rs crsily rcros the klooford on to thc ridgc. This we
now followcd ovcr a nunbcr ofsl*arcd dolomitc'falsc mnmiti. vith stcco. loorc

"logs 
bctwccn. to r n.'rrow.rc* ofshzcd rucks, rppucnrly dolo,,ru. ',,r-br. sirh

. tip just largc ctrouSh to 3ccomnodrtc our bocon. Ths btrilr, .nd i irst ,rcc|t
chirtrcd, wc .cgrrdcd th coNidcrablc vicw, sotrrwh.t dtumcd by hazc, cspccially
to tllc wcst whclc Dlortrhins boldcri,rg tllc docrt toomcd obscurcly. Thc aspccr
gcncrally was arid and nrhospiiablc, unrclicvcd by what glccncly thc Cutrclc nighi
providc, as drc riv*bcd was too dccply snrkcn in its v lcy to Lc visiblc. Acros ir
thc SalDcs MourtaiN plcscntcd a f.otrt of 50 nilcs, with dlc boid cNi'rcncc of
Otjihipa lookinS ovcr ils wcstcn shouldcr. E*twrrds lay tu Ch^Dilirdc Duss,
ud northwatds hcigh* uidcntificd. Our pcak was vcry dry iDd ^ppantly w.tcr-
Ic$, and thc florc xcrophytic. Snmll cou phora ard rcacia trccs grcw abundrndy,
varicd by trll arborcsenr culhorbi.s or lhc slop$ lDd Nuhitudcs of drc frscnrrtnrg
.csutrccrion plinr (Mrrorlia'"n,slarrllil;lrt on lle lppcr ridsc.

Wc had rcachcd thr sunnit at 10.30, ^rd hrd lunch on th w.y back utrdcr a
conveuieut acocia bcforc mvcsnrg oF dr ridgc. Th zcl,.. p.th lcd us dom by
dcvious ways ord godierts, ord in duc couac rvc wcrc back in thc valicy-withou!
h.vlhg €n.onntered a rHtro. As we ploddcd towards caorp Se or Tito appcared
wnh li' Land Rover and crew, coning to look ror us. He greeted us solcrru y on
our s.fc rctum, reDrrkiry that 'rhocerontes' were buito !no', but ve lud !o try
to cxplain tlDt not having cven sed one on the slopes w$, lor us rhiloce.ofhlcs,
very bld luck. Mc.nwhilc ArnDndo ard the Ioran policenan, having heard tlur wc
had beo to tirc top, thcw rcsftainr to thc winds. Rushing fo.ward with beaning
sniles, they seued our lunds rnd pancd u on thc back. Such a wun md spontmeous
welcont helped to make up to some extcnt for our disappointmcnt ovcr the rhinos.
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Next day we trarclled brck past Iora to take a track leading through the easleln

arcs of thc P.rk. Sonc glorious clephr* ord rhino coory followed' in bcautiful

vrlleys of pdltike sccrcty, with Burchell\ zebta rl." ",u.h 
itr evidencc Later the

trrk dividcd, with a trdth{astcrly route Ladins to onsocm fina d'Aviz) whne

the othcr, vhnh wc fonowed, gonrg nore dncctly east, was signpostcd widl thr

frscinatilg nane of Techiequc (pronounccd 'check 
) Thc beautiful garne coutrv

continucd for mary nl1e, while lr thc distdre to dr north{ast u inposing

isolatcd shrrp-pcrked nounoiD !m$ rosc ilvitn€ly

lxrticularly ltmacrivc rv$ a lurch spot wc fou or thc buks of a largc drv

.iver, the OlcHftngo. Wirhits vticd.rd i,tcrcstiry flora dtrd abundd! cvidcDce of

hrge g.nc, it rvas dE sort of phcc to retum to ud spcrd soDE while il' whdr the

oppornuity occurrcd, rnd rftor kDowiry wh.t hy abc.d

Bcyond hcrc wc nav*scd a highhad rca scurcd rvith Mro\'' dcep{ct

watcrcourscs, r 1"nd of 'grmrdullas' which bccanc iDcrc$ingly toush Hdc thc

dry forcst grorvrh, gcn*rlly stunted, w$ domnratcd by moprnc, whiLc gamc-wrs

mrnJy BuiclEll\ zcbr., rvith an octrsioml glunpsc of thrt nrc rnd lovclv littlc

dltclopc, tlE Dimm dik-dik In Pl.ccs it bcc.Dc nccosrry liruallv to nakc th

.o.d. Ir oDe sth olcraiiorl dE youqcr Onuhnnbr w$ stu'g Irv . scorPlotr. 'trd

he lookcd rs ifLc wcrc givurg uP drc ghort 'Kuoscnc willsootr put hiru rigl !' slid

Scdror'r'ito, rnd surc clouglr aftcr hc 1nd drunk a mugfulofcmdc pan*h wLth

rppMctrt rcliih, lt provcd [s rccovcry rvith a brord milc.

lor lorg thcrc had bccn to hun u lnbititiotr or fl$c oD thc niP' but cvdnltilLv

wc .rnc to . brrc opcn spacc on toP of r !nc, otr rvhich stood i Post l'bcllcd
'Tcchicquc'. TID!c wcrc siglx of r trrck lcrding orro a watc! Plicc' bu! dris' wc wcro

rsutcd, wrs dry. A loctLity with sth r morc wrs iltcrcstnLg, so I couLd m! hclP

rsknrg Sc or 'r'ito, it ny hrltiug 'dog-FfcncL' wlich Plsrcd m a fonn oftounurica-

dotr LctwccD s!,'Mris M'sic!, ou crr TcclicqtrcJ 
'Tcchicquci nucd drc Wtdct

solcn y, nr his,norc schoLarlyvcnioDoftircG.llic torgrc,'WLy it is][rc!'(Poilriry

to our fcx) 'od thctc, ord thcrc aud tirdc | (poirting round thc co prss) h frct

cvcrywhrc douDd hcrc it is Tcchicqoc, Tcchicquc, Tcchicquc I' Lrdccd' tlr lhcc
scdDcd ulhnhcd, quitc lnchccked in frct- ch rs Drigl bc fdrld ir \go crhd'

Wc cortnNed thc strugglc throqh thc 'gnmduLLri. Towlrdr cvcatug a

solitrry igurc, xn oDiuNDrba $rrcly il hs rcd-oclucd tr*cd,c$, siood N'!!ilg on

the *yhE, lDdjoircd Se,rhor Tito nr lhc Lrnd lr.ovcr. soon aftcrwuds rvc mmc to

thc chlDuel oft]r Rio Mucndc, ! lMjd fiibulary ofrhc curoca, with tlt vill4e ot

ovidcDa on ils b3uk. An oDuhunbr lddy wls standng oJdc dccp nr a uall grev

pool dug il thc rivcibcd s! .lt was dr; rcmotc liLtlc conuutrilv s onLv {rtcr

supply, md shc wan'ed us to keep away urtil the ottlc, which shc wtercd four at

" 
ii'* f.o- 

" 
ti"y -ood",r trorgh, lud fuished drnrknrg. Fortunately wc caried

rmple watc! of ou om. The rivcr provided m ideal canPing Place As wc trmcd

in, thc souDd offctualc voices in a wild aud haunt g nelody ofrcng was bome on

thc brceze. This 'gooddghr hyrnn' lasred only a fcw fleeting mo'neDts' tlrcr there ws
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silcnce lntil the jackal choruses st rted dp.
N*r noming wc strolled up to the vil.gc and photographcd the i,lubit]nts

,nd their cattlc. Thcir p nitive way of lifc, botdcrhg or the idyllic, seems nore
than srncictrt for tk health and lnppincs ofthcsc people, who shun contact dth
civrlisation, rnd should not havc it fotccd upor t1nn. The warden, whom they
apparendy hold nr great estccn. told us thcrc wce only 1s0 ovahihba living in the
National l,rrk, oi they wcrc rcgrrdcd as n nrtegrrl and lnteresting pdrr ofit.

Awiy to the nonh-wcst stood otchihmbo, the striknrg isolatcd nasif mcn-
tioncd previolsry, wlich {c lud seni-.n.led at e dist.ncc for much ofdrc prcvious
d'y. Its {holc .spccr, fro'n rhe nnpdnu peaks to thc drk, r,ysrcriouslooknrg
nvincs bclow dro,, crlled stongly for clost nrvcstigatioD. Doubtlesit is utrchnbed
and mcxllorcd, rnd with no tinlc cvcn to gct anywlEnnr lt Ne hrd to lclve it so,
hoping to go b3ck lgein onc dxy.

Just bcyond ovidcni rum tLc crstcm bordcr ofthc Parl, tluotgh wlnch wc had
tr.vcllcd ibout 260 nilcs. It hrd bccn r prirllcgc ald dcligln to visLt dns sucn[ry,
.rd ii Nolld be wondcrful ifrlrc N3tftc Conscrv.tion DcprtnL,rt of SoutlFwst
Afri.d could coDsolnhrc x snnilt o,c so{d1 ofthc Curcrc nr rlt Kxokovcld.

Thc mck nuncd sorth to rcdch rh CunLlc son)c disr.rcc cist of tlc lpupi
Fills. Wc wcrc,1o{ bick nr'civilisrtion', for thc trrct rlong thc north bmk ofrhc
rivcr bctwccr thc Ruacrm ud lpupa Falls lus rcccrdy Lm dividcd into fucndm
(frns). aft* r royrl rcpmmt orc ofthcsc, wc prncd rcsrdfully fiom thc w..ddr
rnd his ncn, who, hrving scon rs sr{ily drorgh thcit tcnitory, sct o1{hourcwr<ts.
'Adc$, Sc F! Tito, c DNiio obrigidol

Followilg a lorg ud n,onotorors run tlrrough sccnrilgly cndlcss ntpanc coun-
try, wc sgcn* corplc ofhomsat dE l\uicxDa lills, ilnost unlcrrd ofa fdv ycts rgo,

lscc I9s7 Jdi"al, w.21-24) lnd trow vcry n ch h tlt ncws. Llcrc cngiDccs wcrc
busy wrcckirg drc hrdscapc for dr DNdFv.,htRl hydro-chctric shcn,c, ord thc
glirc ofa nctrl-roofcd ordrvcL rltrir strntlfig or drc shlf uor thc *cst ofthc fills
did not nDprovc atlcariDccs. Vc could o y corsolc ourscivcs Nirh DrcDrorics-df
tlmt wonddful wildcmes oflorr...

!UN

'Oncc onc hrs rcccptcd thc nririrl iilogicrlity of dt urgc to
clu$ u9 a nountain and thcn conc doNq thc rcst follows ursolicited. otre rccepts
thc clunceto so out to Alps or Andcs ar Llnmhyr, bccrtrse it is "fnD" aDd ore rlq'xrs
rhonght it as fs, cvcn known,g q te wcll tlDt lhc in vill nrvolvc di$oDfort,
hrd 6od, hardcr cxcrcisc and a posibility of real tornenC.

rro,,i 'Thcy survivcd', by wilflcd
Nolcc.


