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THE AMERICAN PURPLE GALLINULE

A NEW 3BI2D FOR NAMIBIA / 5.7 AFRICA

An adult American Purple Gallinule Porphyrula martinica
(Roberts 208 X) was found at Gobabis (22 18 Bd) on 25 May
1982, Its measurements (mm) were : tarsus 58,53 wing 177;
and culmen 25,6 (te feathers on lores) or 41,2 (to base of
frontal shield). These measurements are typical for a female
but tsoo small for a male of this species (see data in Cramp
i)

& Simmons 197/). The bird was in a very emeaciated conduiticn
and weighed 120 g.

The bird was found by Mr,. J. van der Merwe who first saw

it when it landed in some bushes in his garden at S6 Jumpata
street, A cat began to stalk the bird. In order to save it
Mr., van der Merwe caught the gallinule and placed it in his
poultry run. The bird was easily caught but clawed and bit
its captor. It was found dead in the poultry run the follow~
ing morning. Subsequently it was sent to the Department of
Agriculture and Nature Conservation and then, since it was

a species previously unknown from Namibia / S.W.Africa, it
was passed to the State kuseum. It is now a study skin

(No. WAJ 1)} in the museun collection.

The American Purple alllnhlo is closely related to two
African gallinules - the large Purple Gallinule Porphyrio
perphvrio (» 208) and particularly the smaller Allen's or
Lesser Gallinule Dorphyrula alleni (R 209} -~ botii of which
cccur in Namibia / $8.49, Africa. Both the African gallinules
have red legs and an all red bill, The ‘merican Purple Galli-~
nule can easily be distinguished from them by its yellow
lezs and the yellow tip to its red bill. It should be noted
that the frontal shield of the American Purple Gallinule is
blue (Cramp & Sinmons 1979) and mnot white as stated and
depicted in Roberts Birds of South Africa -(lMcLachlan &
Liversidge 1978).

All three of these gallinules are ommivorous. They feed
primarily on plant food taking the shoots, leaves, flowe

and seeds of aguatic plants, but also feod upon a variety

of animal food iacluding insects; leeches, molluscs etc.
(Cramp & Simnions lQ”O). All three species breed among thick
reeds or 51m¢Larvoget tion fringing bodies of lowland fresh-

water (Ripley 1977),
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Thne American Purple Gallinulo is chavacteristic of lowland

freshwater habitat through much of tropical and subtropical

Americe., In South America 1t breeds throughout the tropics

south to Peru on the west, and to northern Argentine and Uruguay
S

onn the east, of the /fnrdes. It dreeds throughout the Vest Indies
and et ‘Wl Aimerica and ite norithern limits are the Guif Coast
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