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1 SHORT NOTE 

S w e y  of populations of Aloes 
in the Namib Region south of 
the Swakop River 

bY 
T, G. Molyneux 
J4 Holly Bank, 
Rudd Road, 
IIlovo 2196. 

A geoIogical survey of the area shown on Figure 1 
was carried out between February and June 1973. 
The area comprises 560 square kilometres and was 
traversed on 43 lines each one kilametre apart. 
In the course of the traversing, counts of the aloe 
populations were made. The object of the study was 
to determine the number of species and their re- 
spective densities in different parts of the area. 
The area is bounded on the northwest by the 
Swakop River and the ground to the southeast is 
very Iargely roclty and culminates in the Horebis- 
berge which reach an altitude of some 1 200 metres 
above sea level. The area, classified as Inner Namib 
by Logan (1960), has a considerable range of 
temperature and a rainfa11 of about 100 mm per 
annum. 
There are three different environments in which the 
aloes occur: 

a) The generally rocky, hilly terrain rising from 
the SwaIcop River. 

b) The Horebisberge and their southwest exten- 
sion. 

c)  The sand and calcrete-covered fIats southeast 
of the Horebisberge. 

The three species of aloes recorded are Aloe nami- 
bensis, A. dichotoma and A.  hereroensis, The former 
two are relatively common and counts were made so 
that population densities of each species could be 
evaluated. Aloe hereroensis, on the other hand, is 
extremely rare and only two specimens were re- 
corded. 

1 Aloe narnibensis 
The limits of occurrence of Aloe nornibensis are 
shown in Figuy L and the population density con- 
tours are derived from the numbers counted per line 
kilometre. It is estimated that these contours re- 
present 2-5% of the actuaI population per square 
kilometre, as counts covered a strip extending some 
30 m on either side of lines one IziIometre apart. 
This aloe is most abundant on the undulating 
granitic terrain near the sandy flats east of the 
Horebisberge. An isolated population of Aloe nami- 
bensis was recorded in the mountains on the 
boundary between Rooilcuiseb 109 and Tsaobismund 
85. Aloe namibensis was noted in flower on ApriI 
17th which was about one month after the start of 
the rains. 

The distribution of Aloe dichotonza is s h a m  in 
Figure 2 and the contours represent the numbers 
counted per line kilometer. These figures probably 
represent about half the true population per square 
kilometer as counts covered a strip extending about 
3OOm on either side of lines one kilometer apart. 
There is a forest of about 100 Aloe dicJzotama on a 
south-facing hill slope near the Tinkas River and it 
is noteworthy that in general these aloes grow pre- 
ferentially on south facing hill slopes. The principal 
population is on the south-easterly faces of the Ho- 
rebisberge where more than 15 per line kilometer 
were observed over an area of 8 X 4 kilorneters. 
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