Summary of the 2006 January Wetland Bird Counts
Namibia experienced some extreme rainfall in the first three months of 2006 and this, perhaps, is reflected in the results of the January wetland counts.  One counter, Wilferd, could not get to his sites because it was too wet!  In terms of numbers Walvis Bay leads by far but the Mahango yet again confirms its status as the most species rich birding destination in our country.  In January 2005 over 600000 birds were counted, i.e. about three times as many as this year but the number of species recorded has remained more or less the same (±120).  Many of the counters had recorded in their count sheets that water in the veld had resulted in birds dispersing and hence numbers were down.  However, the composition of species has not changed at all with waders/shorebirds and gulls and terns making up about 70% of the numbers and flamingos approximately 20%.  About 37000 flamingos were seen at five sites (all coastal except Fischer’s Pan) and only two Blue Cranes were spotted at Fischer’s Pan.  Twenty-nine birds of prey of four species were recorded.  Keith and his team came up with their usual batch of rarities (Eurasian Oystercatcher and Red-necked Phalarope) but others also contributed their fair share.  John and his team saw Royal Tern, Common Redshank, Lesser Blackbacked Gull and Great Sandplover at the Kunene Mouth; Mark P. and his team saw Spotted Crake at both the Mahango and at Shamvura; and Sandra and Mark B. saw a Blackheaded Gull at the Swakop sewage works.
My most sincere thanks go to all the counters, many of whom do these counts in their own time at their own expense.  A special word of thanks to Sandra Dantu and Mark Boorman who have conducted monthly counts at the Swakop sewage works since 2001!

Holger Kolberg

	Name of Site
	Date of Count
	Total
	Species

	Aeroplane Bay
	10-Feb-06
	115
	9

	Agate Beach
	10-Feb-06
	40
	7

	Fischer's Pan
	24-Jan-06
	9585
	31

	Griffith Bay
	10-Feb-06
	35
	10

	Große Bucht
	10-Feb-06
	463
	4

	Guano Bay
	10-Feb-06
	316
	10

	Hardap Dam
	01-Feb-06
	1012
	14

	Kunene River Mouth
	22-Feb-06
	1335
	30

	Lüderitz Sewage Works
	10-Feb-06
	61
	8

	Mahango Game Reserve
	11-Feb-06
	940
	45

	Naute Dam
	03-Feb-06
	431
	22

	Radford Bay
	10-Feb-06
	43
	10

	Sandwich Harbour
	28-Jan-06
	55241
	36

	Second Lagoon
	10-Feb-06
	749
	18

	Shamvura
	06-Jan-06
	674
	48

	Shearwater Bay
	10-Feb-06
	199
	3

	Swakop Sewage Works
	30-Jan-06
	119
	16

	Walvis Bay
	28-Jan-06
	117654
	47

	Walvis Bay Sewage Ponds
	08-Feb-06
	2050
	24

	
	Total
	191062
	120
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