Summary of Wetland Bird Counts in Namibia, July 2004 to July 2006
July 2004

Data was received for 21 sites for the winter 2004 wetland bird counts, totaling 180497 birds of 104 species.  The Walvis Bay wetland contributed the most in terms of numbers whilst Shamvura delivered the highest species count.  Flamingos made up about half of the total of birds counted with waders/shorebirds and gulls and terns coming second and third respectively.
January 2005

This was definitely a bumper count with over 600000 birds counted at 20 sites.  The bulk of this number was counted at Sandwich Harbour where huge numbers of cormorants, terns and waders were seen.  Not surprisingly then, Sandwich was the top site in terms of numbers but the Mahango is still the top site in terms of species.  Gulls and terns make up half the number of birds counted whilst cormorants and waders make up more than 40% of the total.  Flamingo numbers are slightly down compared to the same time last year, perhaps because of the good rains received in parts of the subcontinent.
July 2005
In July/August 2005 a total 141704 birds of 112 species were counted at 21 localities.  Top site in terms of numbers was Walvis Bay with 71650 birds whereas the species list is topped with 55 species at Mahango.  Flamingos made up almost half of the birds counted (49.5%) with waders/shorebirds accounting for another third (29%) of the figures.  In terms of “interesting” species, 745 White Pelicans were counted, almost half of these at Hardap Dam.  Mark P. saw three and one Saddlebilled Storks at Mahango and Shamvura respectively and also counted ten Wattled Cranes at Mahango.  Wilferd counted 18 Blue Cranes at Oponono and four and two Crowned Cranes at Oponono and Oshituntu respectively.  Mark P. also had the pleasure of seeing a Streakybreasted Flufftail and Keith’s team weighed in with their customary rarities of a Redshank, a European Oystercatcher and five Red-necked Phalarope.  On the down side of the counts is the fact that only one Crested Grebe was seen at Sandwich, perhaps indicating that this species is on its way out of our wetlands.

January 2006
Namibia experienced some extreme rainfall in the first three months of 2006 and this, perhaps, is reflected in the results of the January wetland counts.  One counter, Wilferd, could not get to his sites because it was too wet!  In terms of numbers Walvis Bay leads by far but the Mahango yet again confirms its status as the most species rich birding destination in our country.  Many of the counters had recorded in their count sheets that water in the veld had resulted in birds dispersing and hence numbers were down.  However, the composition of species has not changed at all with waders/shorebirds and gulls and terns making up about 70% of the numbers and flamingos approximately 20%.  About 37000 flamingos were seen at five sites (all coastal except Fischer’s Pan) and only two Blue Cranes were spotted at Fischer’s Pan.  Twenty-nine birds of prey of four species were recorded.  Keith has started counts at the new sewage ponds in Walvis Bay and it will be interesting to monitor the “progress” of this site.  Keith and his team came up with their usual batch of rarities (Eurasian Oystercatcher and Red-necked Phalarope) at the Walvis Bay wetlands but others also contributed their fair share.  John and his team saw Royal Tern, Common Redshank, Lesser Blackbacked Gull and Great Sandplover at the Kunene Mouth; Mark P. and his team saw Spotted Crake at both the Mahango and at Shamvura; and Sandra and Mark B. saw a Blackheaded Gull at the Swakop sewage works.

July 2006

After the extraordinary rains experienced earlier in the year it was to be expected that numbers would be lower than normal because there was still a lot of water in the veld.  Nevertheless numbers were only slightly down on the January count due to the presence of large numbers of Common Terns at Sandwich Harbour.  Walvis Bay yet again was the top site in terms of numbers and the Mahango retained top spot in terms of species.  Mark B. has re-instated the counts at the Mile 4 salt works and counted over 3700 birds of 23 species with his team there.  Wader/Shorebirds make up half of the birds counted at all sites and gulls and terns, and flamingos are the other two main contributing groups.  A Eurasian Oystercatcher was seen at Sandwich Harbour and eleven Red-necked Phalarope were seen at Walvis Bay and at Lake Oponono all three species of crane were recorded.
Holger Kolberg

	Name of Site
	July 2004
	January 2005
	July 2005
	January 2006
	July 2006

	
	Birds
	Species
	Birds
	Species
	Birds
	Species
	Birds
	Species
	Birds
	Species

	Aeroplane Bay
	56
	7
	167
	10
	49
	5
	115
	9
	73
	6

	Agate Beach
	197
	5
	199
	8
	1179
	3
	40
	7
	155
	6

	Ekuma River
	93
	7
	735
	17
	107
	6
	
	
	27
	8

	Fischer's Pan
	762
	14
	1259
	18
	20
	3
	9585
	31
	27
	8

	Griffith Bay
	63
	9
	91
	12
	64
	10
	35
	10
	112
	10

	Große Bucht
	53
	8
	169
	6
	61
	7
	463
	4
	66
	7

	Guano Bay
	94
	12
	178
	14
	42
	10
	316
	10
	48
	9

	Hardap Dam
	848
	30
	1394
	21
	2189
	28
	1012
	14
	417
	14

	Kunene River Mouth
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1335
	30
	
	

	Lüderitz Sewage Works
	1277
	8
	46
	7
	258
	7
	61
	8
	136
	8

	Mahango Game Reserve
	1985
	48
	1271
	60
	3339
	55
	940
	45
	2977
	65

	Mile 4 Salt Works
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3707
	23

	Naute Dam
	1567
	20
	4554
	33
	3537
	24
	431
	22
	419
	13

	Okondeka
	5
	3
	58
	2
	5
	2
	
	
	5
	2

	Oponono
	1554
	25
	2141
	39
	2463
	33
	
	
	4530
	48

	Oshituntu
	1021
	20
	463
	25
	1404
	27
	
	
	
	

	Radford Bay
	77
	10
	131
	15
	267
	11
	43
	10
	29
	8

	Sandwich Harbour
	64890
	38
	401806
	42
	52763
	43
	55241
	36
	73720
	39

	Second Lagoon
	251
	15
	343
	17
	326
	15
	749
	18
	74
	9

	Shamvura
	1159
	52
	2432
	42
	1781
	53
	674
	48
	
	

	Shearwater Bay
	206
	5
	44
	3
	30
	3
	199
	3
	32
	5

	Swakop Sewage Works
	475
	12
	
	
	170
	9
	119
	16
	
	

	Walvis Bay
	103864
	46
	204678
	47
	71650
	45
	117654
	47
	96273
	42

	Walvis Bay Sewage Ponds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2050
	24
	2709
	18

	Total
	180497
	104
	622159
	120
	141704
	112
	191062
	120
	185536
	114
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