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- NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS

LANIOTURDUS publishes full papers and short notes (less than 2000
words) and other material of broad birding interest to the membership
of the Namibia Bird Club. Contributors should examine recent issues
of the journal/mewsletter for guidance on suitability and presentation
of material. Manuscripts, in English or German, should be typed in
double-spacing on A4 paper. Sketches, maps and figures should be
submitted on quality white paper with black ink. Good, high contrast
black-and-white photographs may be submitted to illustrate articles.
The editor is allowed wide latitude in his choice of material, thus
any views and opinions expressed here are not necessarily those of the
Namibia Bird Club. All material in LANIOTURDUS is copyright, and
permission to reproduce any items must be negotiated with the editor.

Authors using an MS-DOS or IBM-compatible word processor to prepare
their manuscript should submit a 360K disk with a copy of the
manuscript together with a typed copy, and inform the editor of the
word-processing programme which they have used. Submission of
manuscripts on disk results in considerable saving in time and costs;
disks will be returned to the authors in due course.

A single copy of the volume-issue in which your manuscript appeared is
given to the senior author. Additional reprints may be purchased at
cost from the Secretary, Namibia Bird Club, P.O. Box 67, Windhoek,
Namibia.

All contributions (including books for review) to LANIOTURDUS should
be addressed to the Honourary Editor, LANIOTURDUS, Department of
Birds, The State Museum of Namibia, P.0. Box 1203, Windhoek, Namibia.
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STRANGE VISITORS TO THE DESERT

During the last summer months (December 1990 to January 1991) I
was fortunate enough to see a handful of strange birds that one
would not expect to see in the Namib Desert. It was early December
when the first of these "Desert" birds arrived at Sesriem in the
Namib-Naukluft Park. It had us all up in arms for a while till we
settled down to examine our Roberts’. The bird did not move
around much, and therefore we were able to study it in great
detail. 1In the end we all agreed it was a Common Sandpiper Tringa
hypoleucos. But that was not the end of the story for that day,
because not long there after, its place was taken up by yet
another waterbird; a Ruff Philomachus pugnax!

We were at each others throats again, but it did not take us as
long to identify this oddity as the first bird; I felt as if we
had practised for this moment, and the agreement arrived a lot
quicker. Both birds stayed for about a week and then disappeared
not to be seen again.

The waterbirds did not let us down in December, as a Little
Bittern Ixobrychus minutus and Blacksmith Plover Vanellus armatus
were also seen. It was only the Blacksmith Plover which stayed
for more than a day at Sesriem during this month. Over Christmas,
Namibia has a flood of tourists from all over the world; this
seems to go for the birds as well. It took us two days of running
around with book and binos to finally catch up with a lovely
European Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus. It was a lot of hard
work, but well worth the running.

Down at Sossusvlei over the December holiday period I found that
there to were birds that I had never seen there before. They were
the Brubru Nilaus afer, Yellow Canary Serinus flaviventris and the
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata, and the January Atlas Card
looked good with birds like the Wattled Starling Creatophora
cinerea, Yellowbilled Kite Milvus migrans and Richard’s Pipit
Anthus novaeseelandiae. While in the process of writing this
article, I was told of yet another waterbird. This time it was a
Spotted Crake Porzana porzana which was rather far out of its
known range in Namibia. This little bird stayed for just under a
month and then mysteriously disappeared. I think that an owl must
have caught it, as it used to walk around the garden till well
after sunset.

It was interesting to see these waterbirds in the desert, and it
keeps us on our toes with expectation; will we see more of these
"desert" birds in the future?

Graeme Austin Wilson, Namib-Naukluft Park, Sesriem.
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NOTES ON THE NESTING BEHAVIOUR OF THE WHITETAILED SHRIKE
HARTWIG DEDEKIND
P.O. Box 5564, Ausspannplatz, Windhoek, Namibia
ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Am Nest Des Drosselwiirgers Lanioturdus torquatus: Wihrend den
ersten Wochen im Januar 1987 wurden insgesammt 9 Stunden am Nest
eines Drosselwiirgerpaares verbracht. Das verhalten der Altvogel,
und die Beute, die als Futter fiir die beiden Jungvégel gebracht
wurde, ist notiert worden und wird ZusammengefaBt: Insgesamt 66
Fiitterungsanfliige zum Nest wurden beobachtet. In 43 Fallen konnte
die Beute nicht identifigiert werden. In 14 Fillen wurden
Grashiipfer, in 4 Fallen grine Raupen, in drei Fédllen wurden braune
Raupen, und zweimal Motten oder Falter als Futter gebracht. Die
Altvdgel besuchten im Durchschnitt das Nest jede 6.1 Minuten
zwecks Fltterung, d.h. jeder Jungvogel bekam alle 12.2 minuten was
zu Fressen. Das Nest wurde nach jede Fitterung durch die Altvdgel
vom kot gesdubert, und die Jungvégel sind im alter von etwa 15
Tage Fligge geworden.

INTRODUCTION

On 3 January 1987, a nest containing two nestling Whitetailed
Shrikes Lanioturdus torguatus, was found in the vicinity of
Hofmeyr Walk, south of the "Ice Cream Cone" water tower in central
windhoek. During the ensuing two weeks, a total of just over nine
hours was spent at the nest site, observing parental behaviour and
prey-items delivered to the nest by the adult birds.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The nest

The nest, which appeared more ragged and untidy on the outside
than other nests of this species examined to date, was situated
about two metres from ground level in a horizontal, forked branch.
The nest diameter and height, on the outside, were about 70 and 80
mm respectively.

Another nest of this species was found by Dieter Ludwig on 4
January 1987, about 300 metres north of the one described here.
This nest contained one nestling, fully fledged at that stage,
since it left the nest on 5 January and did not return. It was
situated about two metres from the footpath in a tree growing on a




