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It is well known that a cow is not a cow forthe one produces beef, the other milk and another is

dual purpose. A goat is not a goat, forthe one produces hair, the other meat and another milk. A

sheep is not a sheep, for one produces wool, the other meat and another is dual purpose and a

chicken is not a chicken, for the one is a layer and the other a hroiler chicken. ls a pig a pig? Are

not allthe breeds being used in weaner, hacon or pork production, depending on the age and
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weight of the pig?

No, a pig is not a pig, for over t ime breeds
have been developed for specif ic purposes or
traits. With the intensif ication of production

the tradit ional grazing breeds have al l  but
vanished, and were replaced by breeds or
types selected for high growth rate and lean
body mass for the pressure from the medical
professions against fat, has changed the
consumer preferences.

Wi th the changes in  consumer preferences,
the industry moved from pure breeding to
cross breeding. Landrace x Large White is the
predominant  cross for  producing sows,
which are then mated to Duroc boars, a breed
known for lean meat production.

The low profi t  margin in the pig industry has
led breeders to look for other breeds with
which they can crossbreed in order to
i m p r o v e  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  e f f i c i e n c y  o f
production, and thus profi tabi l i ty. This has led
to the importation of the Pietrain; a breed
from Belgium, renowned for i ts exceptional
hams and broad backs.  ln  cross breeding
p r o g r a m s  t h e  P i e t r a i n  b o a r s  h a v e
outperformed al l  other breeds.

Figure 1. A Pietrain boar showing it's

. 
heavy muscling and hams

In Africa, and for that mattet Namibia, the
largest port ion of the pig population consists
of  ind igenous breeds.

How do the indigenous pig breeds compare
with commercial pig breeds, and can they
sti l l  play a role in Agriculture?

The indigenous pigs of Africa are unique; they
have survived under some of the most hosti le
environments, a classical case of survival of
the fittest.



The indigenous pig breeds were never subjected
to select ion for growth and lean body mass. Thus
they have low growth rates and deposit fat very
quickly.  This is not necessari ly a disadvantage, for
under the normal system of rear ing in rural
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t h e  p i g s  h a v e  t o  f e n d  f o r
themselves. During t imes of food scarci tythey rely
on their  body reserves for survival .

The nutr i t ional status under which these pigs are
kept has inf luenced the mature size of the animals.
They are much smal ler than pigs of the di f ferent
c o m m e r c i a l  b r e e d s ,  a n d  t h u s  h a v e  l o w e r
maintenance requirements, which enables them
to survive under harsh condit ions.

The process of natural  select ion for survival  of  the
f i t test,  resulted in animals that can ut i l ize a high
f ibre, low protein/energy diet.

Though never  se lec ted  fo r  fe r t i l i t y ,  these
indigenous pigs are highly fert i le.  Under tradi t ional
systems of rear ing, sows farrow at least once a
year.  Results obtained at Mashari  Research Stat ion
have indicated that with the correct nutr i t ional
regime and weaning at eight weeks of age, these
indigenous sows can produce two l i t ters of piglets
per annum. Li t ter s ize var ies from four to eleven
piglets.  Survival  of  piglets during the f i rst  few days
after bir th is highly dependant on the condit ion of
the sow, and thus mi lk product ion of the sow.

Table 1. Average mass of indigenous breeding of
yearling and mature boars and sows.

Table 1 indicates the low mature mass of
indigenous pigs. Their  commercial  counterparts
weigh on average 350k9 when ful ly grown.

Table 2. Average birth-, weaning mass and
Average Daily Gain (ADG) of indigenous piglets
born at MashariResearch Station (n=271

The poorer growth rate of the males was due to
two l i t ters,  consist ing of males only,  which were
born to young sows, which struggled to raise their
litters.

Though the indigenous pigs cannot compete with
the  commerc ia l  p ig  b reeds ,  in  the  normal
commercial  sector,  they have a role to play.

Namibia, l ike the rest of  the Southern Afr ican
Countr ies, is a netto importer of lard. Should the
indigenous pigs be ut i l ized to capacity,  they could
provide in a large port ion of the need for lard,
especial ly to the game industry that uses lard in
meat processing.

l f  value adding to the product is considered, the
income generated from sel l ing meat of indigenous
pigs could be easi ly tr ip led, especial ly sel l ing of
c rack l ing  genera tes  an  income.

The indigenous pigs have darker,  tast ier meat than
commercial  breeds. This could mean that a niche
market for this type of meat,  especial ly ham, could
be deve loped.
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Figure 2. An example of indigenous pigs

Thus, as the saying goes: "There are horses for
courses." The r ight horse must be found for the
r ight course. The same pr inciple appl ies for pigs.
The indigenous pigs have a role to play in the pig
industry;  they should be ut i l ized correct ly.

Yearling Mature

Boars 57.64k9 141.95k9

Sows 52.76k9 84.44kg

Sex Barth Weaning ADG

Boars 2.05k9 11.24k9 164.191d

Sows 1.78k9 1 1.89k9 174.591d
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