NAMIBIA BIRD CLUB
NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS

FANIOTURDUS publishes articles and notes of broad birding i terest o the
membership of the Namibia Bird Club. Contributors should Took at recent issues
ol the magazine for guidance on suitability and presentation of  material.
Manuscripts in English, German or Afrikaans are requested anid sheuld be typed
in double spacing on Ad paper. Sketehes. maps and figures should e submitted
on good quality white paper in black ink. High contrast black and wiite or colour
photographs may be submitted to illustrate articles. Artwork iflustrati ne any aspect
of birds and/or birding are also requested,

Authors are requested (o submit articles on a computer disk (MS DO® low or high
density, 525" or 3.5™). The prelerred word processmg prograi i WordPertect,
hut Word, WordStar and MultiMate and a few other commonly anvaifable word
processing programs can also he accommodated. Please mark which program
has been used. 11 you do not have one of the above programs please submit an
ASCH conversion ol you manuscript. The publication of handvaitie varticles are
sure to be delayed as the corrent Editor and co Tditors are unable topend o great
deal of tme typmg articles. Handwritien: shortnotes and - observations are
acceptable but please make sure they are legible tvpewnitie vis g referred and

eoncrally requires less editing.

Al disks and photographs will be returned (o authors manuscripis will not be
returned. A single copy of the issue in which your articie apppears will be sent to

the semor author,

The editor is alfowed a wide latitude in tus choice of materials, thus iy views and
opinions expressed m LANIOTURDUS are not necessanily those of the Namibia
Bird Club. All material in LANJOTURDUS is copyright and permission o
reproduce material should be negotiated with the Fditor.

Al contributions for LANIOTURDUS should be sent o
The Editor LANIOTURDUS
Namibia Bird Club
PO Box 67
Windhoek

CONTENTS
VOLUME 30 (1), March 1997

Editorial ....... ... .. 1
LUDWIG, D. In Memoriam: Herman Karl Friedrich Kolberg . .. .. 2
BORELLO, WD, HERREMANS, M & UNDERHILL, LG. Some

Palaearctic migrants in Namibia: Setting the record straight ., .... .. 4
HINES, C. Short Notes ... ..ottt ee e 8
Errata .. ... 11
FRIEDE, G. "Bird Parties” .......... ... ... ... ... ... ... 12
SILVER, C. Rufous morph of European Cuckoo .............. 14
MCcGIVERN, D. Waterberg Environmental Centre outing ....... 15
DUFFIELD-HARDING, J. Nine days in Kavango ............. 16
ALLAN, J. Personal memories of the Namibia BirdClub . .. .. ... 21
DUFFIELD-HARDING, J. Join the waders at Walvis Bay ....... 2?"
OTTO, A & LUDWIG, D. In Mewoilam. Anna-Luise Benseler .. 25
Clubmembers .. ... . . ... . .. ei.ev......... backcover
Cluboutings . ... e, backcover



SOME PALAEARCTIC MIGRANTS IN NAMIBIA:
SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT

Wendy D Borello ', Dr M Herremans 2 & Prof LG Underhill 2

PO Box 603, Gaborone, Botswana; *Avian Demography Unit,
University of Cape Town, 7700 Rondebosch, South Africa

The process of editing the atlas texts for The Arlas of Southern African
Birds involved sifting through many literature records. We find it difficult,
however, to sanction some Namibian records published by Sauer & Sauer
(1960). The authors spent from August 1957 to early May 1958 in northern
Namibia and claim to have observed the following three Palaearctic
migrants as new species for the country.

Groups of Black Terns "Trauerseeschwalbe” (Chlidonias niger) ranging in
size between two and 43 birds were seen hunting over a dam and river on
the farm Neudorf in the Grootfontein district on various dates between 12
and 30 December 1957. Six birds, all aged as immatures, were mistnetted
and ringed; wing lengths were given but this does not assist with
identification of the species because the mean wing-lengths of juvenile
Black Terns (204.9 mm; range 193-213 mm) and Whitewinged Tems
(Chlidonias leucopterus) (203.7 mm; range 193-213 mm) are very §imlm
(Malling Olsen & Larsson 1995). The authars realized the possibilities of
confusion between Whitewinged and Whiskered Tern (C. hybridus),
particularly in winter and juvenile plumage, and state that identification was
confirmed because of the diagnostic dark marks at the sides of the shoulders
("dunkeln Abzeichen an den Schulterseiten”). We interpret this feature .to
refer to the dark markings at the leading edge of the wing-bend which is,
however, not diagnostic for Black Tern but also occurs in the Whitewinged
Tern (Alstrom 1989, Malling Olsen & Larsson 1995), which specu?s
coincidentally was not observed at all by Sauer & Sauer (op. cit.). What is
diagnostic in the Black Temn in non-breeding plumage are dark smudges on
the sides of the chest, e.g. illustrated in the first Namibian specimens,
reported by Jensen & Berry (1972). The Whitewinged Tern is the co.m.mon
freshwater tern through most of the interior of southern Africa (Williams
in press a), while the Black Temn — though now known to be a regular but
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frequently overlooked species along the west coast (Jensen & Berry 1972;
Williams in press b) — avoids the interior. Also, although Tree (1975)
reported five Black Terns from Lake Ngami in northern Botswana, most of
the few confirmed inland records of this species in southern Africa refer to
singletons or very small groups (e.g. Robson 1972; Schmitt et al. 1973). On
the balance of probabilities the birds recorded and caught by Sauer & Sauer
(op. cit.) are far more likely to have been Whitewinged Terns. Becker
(1974) provided details of one of the birds ringed by Sauer & Sauer (op.
cit.) on 28 December 1957, which was recovered in July 1959 near
Denissowka (52°26' N, 61°41' E) in Kazachstan. Unfortunately, the
recovery site does not provide a further clue to the species identification,
because it is within the breeding range of both Black and Whitewinged
Tern. Becker (1974), however, also argues that it may well have been a
Whitewinged Tern.

The Wood Warbler "Waldlaubsinger" (Phylloscopus sibilatrix) is claimed
by Sauer & Sauer (op. cit) to have been recorded as ‘innumerably
numerous' in three regions on seven days in February and early March.
Eight birds were caught, but the measurements presented (total length
12.8-13.2 cm and wing-length 6.6-7.2 cm) indicate that at least some
cannot possibly have been Wood Warblers which have a wing length of at
least 70 mm (Svensson 1992). Allowing for some uncertainty about the
method of wing measurement used by Sauer & Sauer (op. cit.), all their
measurements fit in the range of the Willow Warbler (Phylloscopus
trochilus) (wing-length 59-72 mm), while their larger birds might have
been Icterine Warblers (Hippolais icterina) (wing-length 73-82 mm). The
non-breeding range of the Wood Warbler is restricted in Africa to the
equatorial belt (Pearson & Lack 1992) and its occurrence in any numbers
in an arid country far south of the equator like Namibia is outside the
realms of possibility. Both species which could have been involved in the
confusion, Willow Warbler and Icterine Warbler, were observed and caught
by Sauer & Sauer (op. cit.) and we have no possible explanation for their
decision that some must have been Wood Warblers.

On three different dates in December a total of three females and a male
Eurasian Redstart "Gartenrotschwanz" (Phoenicurus phoenicurus) are also
claimed to have been recorded. No diagnostic description is provided, other
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than a general statement that no confusion with the Familiar Chat
(Cercomelas familiaris) occurred and that the records are certain; the male
is said to have sung its well-known phrases. The normal non-breeding
range of this species is in the northern and equatorial Afrotropics (Pearson
& Lack 1992). The single authenticated record of this species in southern
Africa to date is a male near Klerksdorp in the northwest Province (South
Africa) in May 1988 (Cohen in press), while a recent record at Lake
Mcllwaine in Zimbabwe (Couto & Couto 1995) awaits confirmation by the
rarities commission. We cannot offer an alternative identification, except
perhaps Herero Chat (Namibornis herero). In the light of the other
inaccuracies discussed above, we find it highly unlikely that an
unprecedented four trans-equatorial vagrants of this species would have
been found in Namibia by Sauer & Sauer (op. cit.) in that wet season.

Clancey (1980) already advised that the records of the Wood Warbler and
Redstart required confirmation before the species could be included in the
southern African list. Cramp ez al. (1992) followed this recommendation
for the former species and the occurrence of the latter in southern Africa
was confirmed in the meantime. We recommend that none of the above
records by Sauer & Sauer (op. cit.) be considered sufficiently authenticated
to warrant their perpetuation in the literature as valid.
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