
 

 NEWS  

 CRIME AND COURTS  

Gauteng Hawks bust three men for illegal 
possession of elephant tusks 

 

Hawks arrested three men for illegal possession of elephant 
tusks.REUTERS/Thomas Mukoya/Files 

Published Sep 7, 2023 

 

https://www.iol.co.za/news
https://www.iol.co.za/news/crime-and-courts


Written by 

Sibuliso Duba 

 | Published Sep 7, 2023 
SHARE 

 
Listen to this article 
0:00 / 1:22 
1X 
BeyondWords 
The Hawks’ Serious Organised Crime Johannesburg and K9 Unit 
Johannesburg arrested three men who were driving a Nissan Almera 
loaded with ivory tusks around the Bruma area in Johannesburg. 

Three suspects, aged between 33 and 35, were arrested on Wednesday in 
Bruma, Johannesburg, by members of the Hawks’ Serious Organised Crime 
Johannesburg and K9 Unit Johannesburg for the illegal possession of elephant 
tusks. 

Hawks in Gauteng received information about a Nissan Almera that was 
transporting ivory tusks around the Bruma area in Johannesburg. 

“Members of the Hawks and the K9 unit operationalised and followed up on the 
information,” said Hawks spokesperson Warrant Officer Thatohatsi Mavimbela. 

“The vehicle fitting the description was spotted by the members, the car was 
stopped and searched and two elephant ivory tusks were found on the back seat 
behind the driver,” Mavimbela said. 
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Mavimbela further added that the three were arrested and are expected to make 
their first appearance before the Johannesburg Regional Court on Friday. 

https://beyondwords.io/?utm_source=player&utm_medium=referral
https://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/free-state/hawks-arrest-pair-who-tried-to-sell-them-two-elephant-tusks-they-had-with-them-f5f1c41a-cef8-4086-82b3-fd1602619313
https://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/news/interpols-eight-week-operation-against-wildlife-crime-and-trafficking-yields-arrests-and-seizures-across-asia-and-africa-b69f41d6-76d6-4c21-8918-829800efd904
https://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/news/interpols-eight-week-operation-against-wildlife-crime-and-trafficking-yields-arrests-and-seizures-across-asia-and-africa-b69f41d6-76d6-4c21-8918-829800efd904
https://www.iol.co.za/the-star/news/wildlife-trafficking-king-pins-sentenced-09a1e1d8-72bf-42c3-9657-b9271d9444df
https://www.iol.co.za/capeargus/news/gentle-elephant-carer-trampled-to-death-at-private-game-reserve-in-ceres-140d282c-d76e-43d2-95e1-23a60d587d21
https://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/free-state/hawks-arrest-pair-who-tried-to-sell-them-two-elephant-tusks-they-had-with-them-f5f1c41a-cef8-4086-82b3-fd1602619313
https://www.iol.co.za/saturday-star/news/look-the-epitome-of-luxury-there-is-nothing-in-the-world-like-the-palace-at-the-lost-city-50a18e59-4623-4a37-8f81-a988cae57b1e
https://www.iol.co.za/news/crime-and-courts/kzn-man-gets-45-year-jail-term-following-a-shooting-at-kwamashu-councillors-office-2b70c811-ce84-4b1a-ae48-10b34017c5ad
https://www.iol.co.za/news/environment/look-more-kenyan-elephants-die-due-to-climate-change-than-poaching-say-officials-3f6bf021-c1b5-4538-aa35-d4644af1cc6f
https://www.iol.co.za/travel/africa/drought-is-killing-kenyas-endangered-wildlife-21acb7de-8c10-591b-8d02-650409a54ee0


“They will be charged with illegal possession of elephant tusks and contravening 
the national environmental management biodiversity act (NEMBA),” Mavimbela 
said. 
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