
 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Man arrested in Free State with 782 abalone 

shells worth R300K 

19 May 2023 - 18:35 

Khanyisile NgcoboReporter 

   

FOLLOWFOLLOW "KHANYISILE NGCOBO" TO RECEIVE NOTIFICATIONS ABOUT NEW PAGES ON 

"KHANYISILE NGCOBO".9 Followers 

https://www.timeslive.co.za/times-live/news/south-africa/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/authors/khanyisile-ngcobo


 

Free State police have arrested a man for illegal possession of abalone. Stock photo. 
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A 51-year-old man is expected to appear in a Free State court after he was found with abalone shells 

worth more than R300,000. 

The man was arrested in Bayswater in Mangaung on Thursday afternoon after intelligence-led 

information led police to his home, Free State police spokesperson Lt-Col Thabo Covane said. 

“A team made up of tactical response team members and detectives arrived at the targeted unit in the 

identified complex at about 12.45pm. 

“Members tactically gained access to the unit and found the male hiding inside the bedroom. In 
another bedroom, members found 782 abalone shells spread out on the floor to dry.” 

Police seized the abalone and arrested him for illegal possession of abalone. 

Covane said the confiscated abalone weighed an estimated 14kg and had an estimated street value of 

R310,000. 

“The man will appear in Bloemfontein magistrate's court soon,” police said. 
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