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Slight decline in rhino poaching in South Africa

In 2022, 124 rhinos were killed in the Kruger National Park. File Picture: Armand Hough/African News Agency (ANA)
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Durban — The Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries (DFFE) has reported that relentless
pressure has forced rhino poachers to abandon parks in 2022.

That was according to DFFE Minister Barbara Creecy, who said that South Africa’s relentless �ght against rhino poaching in the
Kruger Park and other national parks saw a decline in poaching numbers across the country.

Story continues below Advertisement

She said that in 2022, 124 rhinos were killed in the Kruger National Park. No rhinos were poached in any other national park. The
number of rhinos poached in the Kruger National Park represents a 40% decrease compared with those killed for their horn in
2021.

However, she said that the poaching threat moved to KwaZulu-Natal, which lost 244 rhinos to poaching last year. Of these, 228
were killed in provincial parks and 16 in privately owned reserves. The Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park was speci�cally targeted.

In total, across the country, private rhino owners lost 86 rhinos. The number of rhinos killed in the past year represents a slight
decline (of 3) compared to the 451 rhinos poached in South Africa in 2021.
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World Rhino Day: Conserving rhinos is about more than just stopping poachers

“The steady decline in rhino poaching in national parks is related to the relentless war that has been waged by our fearsome anti-
poaching machinery as well as a comprehensive de-horning programme,” Creecy said.

“This year’s outcome shows that collaboration between conservation authorities, the South African Police Services, revenue
authorities and international agencies works.

“We believe that if provincial authorities in KwaZulu-Natal follow our model, they will be able to signi�cantly curb rhino poaching in
their provincial parks before it is too late,” Creecy said.

Story continues below Advertisement

The DFFE said that in 2022, a number of successful arrests and prosecutions were recorded, adding weight to the integrated work
of the law enforcement agencies, including the SAPS, Hawks, SANParks, Environmental Enforcement Fusion Centre, the
Environmental Management Inspectorate or Green Scorpions, customs o�cials, provincial park authorities, and the National
Prosecuting Authority.

A total of 132 arrests for rhino poaching were a�ected during 2022 - 23 in the Skukuza area in Mpumalanga, 49 in KwaZulu-Natal
and the balance in Limpopo.

It said that the recent focus on money laundering and international cooperation with other law enforcement authorities saw the
arrest of 26 rhino horn tra�ckers and 13 people for money laundering and bribing of rangers.
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“To support anti-poaching e�orts in KwaZulu-Natal, special interventions were introduced in collaboration with the DFFE, non-
governmental organisations and the South African Police Service (SAPS), which resulted in four key arrests of syndicate members
who were focusing their illegal e�orts in KwaZulu-Natal. These agencies will continue to collaborate this year,” the DFFE said.

It said that the work of the department’s Environmental Enforcement Fusion Centre enables authorities to track information
pertaining to wildlife crime at a national level and understand trends and changing modus operandi while supporting the
investigative and tactical teams.

In 2022, the NPA, in collaboration with the DFFE, established a Director of Public Prosecutions Environmental Working Group. The
purpose of this group is to foster closer collaboration between the provinces working on wildlife tra�cking cases and help identify
repeat o�enders moving around the country.

Recommended by

Fire services and contracted
ground teams bring…

Toyota targets the rich with
new Century, Lexus models …
Nikkei Asia

High Pro�le Black Bank Of
America Executive Murdere…
Moguldom Nation

Get Rid Of Poor Sight! Do This
immediately!
healthyeyes.live

https://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/news/watch-care-for-wild-rhino-sanctuary-captures-another-rhino-birth-on-video-1f9ff18d-822a-4af2-9c6e-81d1ea0221df
https://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/news/africas-white-rhino-population-is-under-pressure-from-poaching-and-continues-to-decline-2022-state-of-the-rhino-report-reveals-eb469f01-3135-4b20-a2c5-9b864c25c9c5
https://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/news/world-rhino-day-private-sector-playing-increasing-role-in-conserving-sas-rhino-population-says-minister-creecy-efb805e8-01b6-4d62-a054-1b840010a659
https://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/news/kwazulu-natal/world-rhino-day-conserving-rhinos-is-about-more-than-just-stopping-poachers-3e4f8f15-7753-4a6c-a67e-0a55256ec2b6
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.iol.co.za/capetimes/news/fire-services-and-contracted-ground-teams-bring-slanghoek-blaze-near-rawsonville-under-control-without-injuries-58be51a1-6099-4d0c-aecf-f97882ee70fb?obOrigUrl=true
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Automobiles/Toyota-targets-the-rich-with-new-Century-Lexus-models-in-Japan?utm_source=paid.outbrain.com&utm_campaign=BA_broad&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=E15-1&obOrigUrl=true
https://moguldom.com/367458/high-profile-black-bank-of-america-executive-murdered-suspect-arrested-by-lapd/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=$section_id$&utm_campaign=Arrested_LAPD_Desktop_OB&utm_term=00a530dba26c7b74d39f92cbec66eab04c|$publisher_id$|00e8b41f092b5ea1798fda9db37a5a26b2|$section_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://trackcla.com/view/jZ06vGFcN7C79kHPPu4swSxDsAV3ENk7cwsULpnNNWSem8?c=40495&pid=4443&tid=$ob_click_id$&ob_marketer=Txakoli2_OBX&ob_publisher_id=$publisher_id$&ob_section_id=$section_id$&ob_ad_id=002af8b6119fa1de7cc801be6bf7e866ca&ob_timestamp=$time_stamp$&ob_platform=WEB&ob_campaign_id=001aa57309b13291ddbbe71e9d7eae43d2&ob_doc_title=Do+This+To+Restore+Perfect+Eyesight+Overnight&site=TestoultraNZonly_$publisher_name$_$section_name$_002af8b6119fa1de7cc801be6bf7e866ca&mavcid=404951&autoexclude=[!arpeely|!site-wide]&ob_cpc=$cpc$&obOrigUrl=true


06/02/2023, 15:33 Slight decline in rhino poaching in South Africa

https://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/news/slight-decline-in-rhino-poaching-in-south-africa-2d267558-8a52-4db6-9af4-d401d2cc78ef 3/5

DFFE said that as part of continued e�orts to ensure the survival of the rhino species, SANParks is in the process of identifying
suitable safe habitats across South Africa for the introduction of new rhino communities.

The public can report any suspicious activities around wildlife to its environmental crime hotline, which is 0800 205 005, or the SAPS
number 10111
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