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SOUTH AFRICA

Poacher arrested in Kruger Park sentenced
to 11 years

24 November 2022 - 17:34BY TIMESLIVE

A 42-year-old man has been sentenced to 11 years' imprisonment for poaching-related offences.
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The Skukuza regional court on Thursday convicted and sentenced a 42-year-old man to an effective
11 years’ imprisonment for poaching-related offences.


https://www.timeslive.co.za/times-live/news/south-africa/
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Isaac Sithlangu was convicted of trespassing inside the Kruger National Park, conspiracy to commit
an offence, possession of a firearm, possession of ammunition and possession of a dangerous
weapon.

Sithlangu was initially charged with co-accused Abel Manyike, who earlier pleaded guilty to the
offence and was sentenced in October this year, said National Prosecuting Authority spokesperson
Monica Nyuswa.

She said Sithlangu absconded after he was granted bail in 2019 and was later re-arrested.
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South Africa dehorns rhinos to prevent poaching
South Africa has dehorned dozens of rhinos in three popular game parks, aiming to prevent armed

poachers taking advantage of the post-COVID-19 crash in tourism to kill them for their horns. Soraya
Ali reports.
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In August 2019, the rangers were doing their daily routine in Stolznek section using a helicopter
when the accused were spotted. They were found in possession of a firearm, ammunition and hunting
weapons and were arrested.

In aggravation of sentence, prosecutor Lot Mgiba handed in a ballistics report which revealed the
firearm that was found in his possession was meant to poach rhinos.

Though Sithlangu was sentenced to 14 years for these offences, the court ordered that the terms run
concurrently, resulting in an effective 11-year jail term.
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